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CHAP.     I. 

journey  to  mount  Carmel,  wit  Jo  an  accotmt  of  that 
moutita'm^  the  caves  pf  the  Prophets  Elijah  and 
MliJJjah  J  the  fountain  and  garden  of  the  for?ner -, 
the  convent  of  Carmelites,  &c.  'Together  with  a 
fiiccinB  defcription  of  Caipha  ;  and  obfervatiom 
on  the  ChaieSy  their  employments,  wars,  &c, 

I'^  R  O  M  St.  John  d'Acri  we  travelled  to  mount 
I  Carmel,  in  company  with  the  Engjilh  Vice- 
conful,  and  reached  that  mountain  in  about 
tliree  or  four  hours.  At  near  a  mile  diftance  we 
forded  the  little  river  Belus,  formerly  called  Pa- 
gtda,  which  has  its  fource  in  the  plain  of  St.  John 
d'Acri  (a).     After  continuing  our  journey  an  hour 

{a)  Pliny,  lib.  xyxvi,  cap.  26,  tells  us,  that  this  river,  in  his 
time,  was  I'uppofed  to  flow  from  the  Iskcof  Caidcvia,  and,  after  a 
courfe  of  about  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  difcharged  itfelf  near 
Ako,  into  the  Mediterranean.  He  alfo  fays,  with  I'acitus  (lib  vi.) 
that  it  then  contained  a  kind  of  fand,  which,  being  mixed  with- 
nitre,  made  a  moft  beautiful  glafs;  and  that  the  adjacent  country 
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and  a  half  along  the  fea-coaft,  we  forded  another,  and 
fomething  larger  flream,  known  by  the  name  of 
Ki/Jjon  [b). 

Not  far  from  hence  we  were  fhewn  the  place  where 
the  prophet  Elijah  ordered  the  priefts  of  Baal  to  be 
put  to  death.  And  near  the  fea-fide  we  obferved  ie- 
veral  fmall  eminences,  behind  which  robbers  are  faid 
to  lurk,  in  order  to  furprize  fuch  travellers  as  are  not 
prepared  for  an  attack. 

Before  we  rfxc\\t6.Cmpha^  now  a  fmall  village  ly- 
ing in  our  way,  we  faw  feveral  ruins  of  houfes  and 
churches,  faid  to  have  been  anciently  the  city  Por- 
phyria ;  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  more,  we  reached 
the  above- miCntioned  village,  which  at  prefent  is  in- 
habited by  Arabian  peafants,  who  are  continually  at 
war  with  the  people  refiding  near  St.  John  d'Acri,  and 
form  a  fmall  republic,  which  has  often  been  known 
to  oppofe  the  tyranny  of  the  Pafhas,  to  whom  they 
pay  tribute,  if  they  pleafe  them,  but  not  otherwife. 
Some  of  the  neighbouring  villages  are  in  alliance  with 
the  fmall  republic  of  Caipha^\z.vA  thus,  by  their  corn- 
abounded  with  the  fame  fpecies  of  fand,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
notvvithflanding  great  quantities  had,  for  feme  centuries,  been 
fetched  away,  there  was  no  vifible  diminution,  the  winds  conti- 
nually bringing  this  fand  from  the  adjacent  mountains  and  hills 
down  into  the  plain,  where,  in  an  aftonifhing  manner,  it  turns 
into  glafs.  And  even  the  minerals  and  other  foffils,  on  being 
brought  into  this  traft,  are  faid  to  acquire  this  quality  of  vitrifi- 
cation. But  Jofephus  (lib.  ii.  cap.  9.)  has  a  much  more  fur- 
prizing  relation  with  regard  to  this  country,  namely,  that  a  piece 
of  glafs  made  of  this  (and,  on  being  laid  there,  turns  again  to 
common  fand. 

(^)  This  river  is  mentionediyWjfcj  iv.  and  Pfal.  Ixxxiii.  and  is 
faid  to  owe  its  name  to  its  particular  courfe,  which,  by  its  mean- 
ders, forms  as  it  were  a  fling,  the  word  in  the  original  fignifying 
a  noofe;  and  for  the  fame  reafon  it  is  alfo  called,  Jucigis  v.  23, 
Kedumi?n^  or  a  river  that  meets  itfelf.  It  rifes  at  Mount  Tabor, 
and  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Mediterranean,  at  the  foot  of 
mount  Carmel. 
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bined  force,  fecure  themfelves  from  the  violences  of 
thofe  petty  tyrant"^.  Here,  however,  we  took  up 
our  quarters  with  the  Sbeik^  or  chief  of  the  village. 

These  Sheiks  are  generally  very  tyrannical,  op- 
prelTing  the  poor  people,  but  at  the  fame  time  take 
care  to  preferve  a  good  underftandiag  with  the  Jra- 
biansj  whom  they  always  call  to  their  afTiftance.  They 
have  alfo  frequent  wars  one  with  another,  each  head- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  his  village.  Thefe  wars  be- 
tween the  Sheiks^  may  be  properly  compared  to  thole 
which  the  nobility  of  France  ufed  formerly  to  carry 
on  againil  one  another,  and  the  fame  was  common 
between  the  clans  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland. 

CHARLES  the  Greats  who,  befides  the  extent 
of  his  dominions,  was  pofTefTed  of  every  military  qua- 
lity, could  not  reduce  the  French  nobility,  nor  even 
St.  Lewis,  though  fmce  the  reign  of  Lewis  XI.  thefe 
inteftine  wars  and  devaftations  have  not  been  heard 
of.  In  the  fame  manner  thefe  Sheiks  frequently  make 
war  upon  each  other.  They  are  properly  farmers  of 
the  village,  paying  to  the  Pajha  a  certain  fum  for  their 
poll ',  but  amply  reimburfe  themfelves  by  their  rigo- 
rous exadlions  of  the  taxes  laid  on  the  induftrious  pea- 
fants,  and  not  unfrequently  revolt  againil  their  ma- 
ilers ;  they  are  almoll  all  mutually  related  to  each 
other  •,  the  three  principal  of  thefe  Sheiks  are  thofe  of 
Tiberius ^  Saphet^  and  Damonn^  and  they  have  the  dif- 
pofal  of  the  lelTer  places,  which  they  confer  among 
fuch  of  their  own  relations  as  are  lefs  noble  than  them- 
felves. But  were  all  the  Sheiks,  Arabians,  and  thofe 
who  inherit  the  inland  parts  of  the  country,  to  enter 
into  a  confederacy  unto  one  leader,  they  would  doubt- 
lefs  prove  too  powerful  for  the  PafJja. 

Though  thefe  Sheiks  generally  accumulate  great 
riches  in  their  polls,  yet  they  are  lb  little  elleemed  by 
the  Emirs,  or  chiefs  of  the  Arabians,  that  the  latter 
would  think  it  the  higheft  affront  to  have  any  of  their 
daughters   afked   in  marriage  by  a  Sheik,  or  even  a 
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Pafha  ;  though  they  know   themfelves  to  be  looked 
upon  only  in  the  hght  of  flaves. 

But  to  return  to  the  village  Caipba,  called  by 
the  inhabitants,  Heiffa,  where  we  faw  the  ruins  of  an 
ancient  church  and  tower.  The  inhabitants  pretend- 
ed that  their  village  owed  its  name  to  the  high-pried 
Caiphas  s  and  that  he  himfelf  built  the  town  after- 
wards called  Porphyria.  The  ground  near  Caipha  is 
the  beft  for  anchoring  of  any  on  the  whole  coaft,  be- 
ing much  fafer  than  St.  John  d'Acri  •,  fo  that  the  Cor- 
fairs  generally  put  in  here  to  fell  their  prizes,  which 
chiefly  confift  of  rice  and  flaves  :  And  on  thefe  occa- 
fions  one  of  the  Carmelite  monks  performs  the  office  of 
interpreter  between  the  pirates  and  inhabitants.  Tho* 
while  we  were  there,  the  French  Vice-conful  of  St. 
John  d'Acri  fl:ri(5tly  forbad  the  fathers  from  acfling 
any  more  in  that  capacity. 

CAIPHA^  as  we  have  already  faid,  lies  at  the 
foot  of  mount  Carmel,  on  the  fliore  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  diredly  oppofite  to  St.  John  d'Acri,  the  fea 
having  formed  a  bay  betwixt  them.  The  houfes  are 
fmall,  and  flat- roofed,  where,  during  the  fummer, 
the  inhabitants  fleep  in  arbours  made  of  the  boughs  of 
trees.  In  the  mean  time  the  fathers  of  mount  Carmel, 
who  live  in  harmony  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  vil- 
lage, being  their  nearefl:  neighbours,  can  fend  them 
the  mofl;  fpeedy  afllfl:ance  on  exigences. 

Scarce  was  our  arrival  known  in  the  village,  ef- 
pecially  as  the  Vice-conful  was  with  us,  before  the 
principal  inhabitants  came  to  vifit  him.  Among  thofe 
were  feveral  who  had  borrowed  money  of  him  at  in- 
tereft  ;  and  foon  after  the  ^heik  fent  us  a  repafl:,  con- 
fifting  oi pilao  and  broth,  made  from  meat  and  fowls  ; 
likewife  beans,  four  cream,  and  honey.  In  our  apart- 
ment were  feveral  Arabians,  who  all  eat  after  us,  one 
taking  the  place  of  another  as  foon  as  he  had  finiflied 
his  repafl:.     Coffee  was  afterwards  ferved  up  to  us. 

When 
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When  our  fervants  had  refreflied  themfelves  with 
the  Sheik's  hofpitaUty,  we  mounted  our  horles,  and 
pafled  over  a  fmall  plain,  at  the  end  of  which  the  af- 
cent  to  the  convent  on  mount  Carmel  begins,  and  is 
pretty  difficult.  But  it  is  a  miilake  to  place  tliis  con- 
vent on  the  top  of  mount  Carmel,  it  being  fituated 
on  the  fide  of  it.  On  our  arrival  at  the  gate,  the 
Vice-fuperior,  a  native  of  Malta,  appeared  to  receive 
the  Vice-conful  and  us.  This  poll  could  not  be  filled 
by  a  more  proper  perfon  ;  for  he  Ipoke  the  language 
very  fluently,  and  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  cuftoms  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants.  He  has 
the  title  of  vicar  :  this  convent  is  the  chief  of  the  Car- 
melite order,  and  the  General  of  it  is  properly  the  fu- 
perior  of  the  convent. 

The  CarmeliU  monks  boaft,  that  their  order  has  no 
lefs  perfon  than  the  prophet  Elijah  for  its  founder, 
though  it  is  fufficiently  known,  that  in  the  twelfth 
century  Almeric,  eaftern  legate  of  Pope  Alexander  III. 
and  patriarch  of  Antioch,  aflembled  feveral  pilgrims, 
who  lived  as  hermits  in  different  parts  of  Syria,  and 
fettled  them  on  this  mountain,  of  which  they  after- 
wards took  the  name  i  and  in  the  year  1 204,  Albert 
XII.  then  patriarch  of  7<?i^«y^/(?;;;,  digefled,  for  them, 
a  body  of  inftitutes,  Jacob  de  Vitriaco  (cap.  lii.  Hificr, 
Hisrof.)  fays,  that  Elijah  is  indeed  their  patron,  but  by 
no  means  their  founder.  Alii  ad  exemflum  i^  imitati- 
onem  EliceFropheta  in  monte  Carmelo,  (i?  maxime  in  parte 
ilia,  qu<e  fupereminet  civitati  Porphyrice,  qiia  hodie  Cay- 
phas  appellattir,  juxta  fontem,  q^iii  fom  Eli<£  dicitur,  non 
longe  e  monajieiio  Beat<e  Virginis  Margareth^e,  vitamfoli-. 
tariam  agebant  in  alvearibus  modicarum  cellulartim,  tan- 
quam  apes  Dpmini,  dukedinem  fpiritualeni  mellificantes. 
The  ancient  convent,  which  was  originally  built  on 
the  top  of  the  mountain,  has,  according  to  their 
tradition,  been  ruined  above  feven  hundred  years, 
and  the  prefcnt  ftrufture  erefted  about  feventy- 
ejght  years.     But  the  monks  feldom  enjoy  .any  long 
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mtervals  of  peace,  fuffering  frequently  from  both  the 
Saracens  and  Arabians  ;  and  in  the  year  1 7 1 6,  the 
convent  was  pillaged  by  the  latter,  who  exercifed  the 
moll  fnocking  cruelties  on  the  religious.  The  Car- 
melites had  formerly  another  large  convent  near  'Tyrus^ 
a  village  about  two  miles  fouth  from  hence,  built  on 
the  declivity  of  a  mountain,  and  inhabited  by  Ara- 
bian peafants,  but,  at  prefent,  is  totally  demoliihed. 

The  Carmelite  convent  is  for  the  moft  part  hewn  in 
the  rock,  efpecially  the  kitchen  and  refeftory.  Here 
is  alfo  a  fmall  church,  but  with  few  ornaments,  being 
continually  expofed  to  the  depredations  of  the  Arabi- 
ans, who  often  pitch  their  tents  on  mount  Carmel. 
Here  are  alfo  fix  or  feven  cells,  and  a  garden,  which 
had  now  nothing  green  in  it,  occafion'd  by  the  extraor- 
dinary drought.  The  fathers  have  hewn  a  cave,  which 
ferves  as  a  receptacle  to  the  Armenian  and  Greek  pil- 
grims, who  never  fail  vifitino;  this  mountain  in  their 
way  to  Jerufalem  ;  and  the  father,  who  fhewed  us 
the  feveral  particulars,  told  us,  that  he  hoped  the  Pa- 
cha of  Seyde^  who  had  vifited  the  convent,  and  afTured 
the  religious  of  his  proteftion,  would  eredt  a  fort  at 
Caipha.  Should  this  defign  be  carried  into  execution, 
the  Maltefe  galleys  would  lofe  one  of  their  befl places 
for  anchoring,  and  carrying  on  their  trade  ;  and  the 
inhabitants  be  deprived  of  their  ufual  commerce  with 
the  Maltefe,  which  confifls  in  felling  them  all  kinds 
of  provifions  and  refrefhments,  and  purchafing  their 
rice  and  other  prize  goods. 

It  was  with  pleafure  I  heard  the  vicar  enlarge  in 
commendation  of  the  late  Dutch  Conful  at  St.  John 
d'Acri^  that  he  had  fo  far  overcome  the  narrow  preju- 
dices of  education,  as  to  fend  annually  to  the  fathers  a 
quantity  of  rice  and  other  provifions,  and  fuccefsful- 
]y  exerted  his  intereft  to  protect  them  from  the  depre- 
dations of  the  Arabians. 

The  vicar  accompanied  us  to  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain, where  we  found  a  pleafant  but  fmall  plain,  be- 
ing 
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ing  a  very  convenient  fpot  for  ere<5ling  a  convent, 
and  where  the  fathers  might  much  better  fortify 
themfelves  againft  the  Arabians,  than  on  the  decHvi- 
ty.  But  this  the  Grand  Signior  would  never  confent 
to.  Here  we  faw  feveral  heaps  of  ftones,  pits,  &c. 
together  with  the  remains  of  a  large  tower,  faid  to 
have  been  built  by  the  Emprefs  Helena  ;  though  it  is 
evident  that  it  was  either  a  light-houfe,  or  a  garrifon 
for  foldiers  who  guarded  the  coaft.  The  Arabians 
have  made  large  holes  in  the  walls,  being  perfuaded 
that  there  is  treafure  hid  in  them.  Here  are  alfo  in 
feveral  places,  walls  of  ftone  built  by  the  Arabians^  to 
ferve  as  bread- works  in  cafe  of  a  furprize. 

The  vicar  alfo  fhewed  us,  on  the  declivity  of  the 

mountain,  the  ruins  of  a  convent  formerly  dedicated 

to  St.  Berthold.     Here  we  alfo  faw  an  arched  edifice, 

■  but  for  what  ufe  it  was  originally  defigned,  we  could 

acquire  no  information. 

But  the  great  obje6l  that  attradls  the  devotion  of 
the  pilgrims,  is  a  certain  cave,  which  they  believe 
to  be  the  fame  in  which  the  prophet  Elijah  hid  him- 
felf  from  the  perfecution  of  Ahab  and  Jezebel^  after  he 
had  caufed  four  hundred  and  fifty  of  Baal's  priefts  to 
be  put  to  death  near  the  river  Kijhon.  This  cave  is 
'  alfo  faid  to  be  the  fame,  where  the  prophet  Elijah  was, 
when  king  Ahaziah  fent  three  times  an  officer  at  the 
head  of  fifty  foldiers  to  apprehend  him,  and  of  which 
the  two  firft  companies  were  deftroyed  by  fire  from 
heaven.  They  alfo  firmly  believe,  that  Elijah  ere<51:- 
ed  here  an  altar  to  the  Virgin  Ma)j^  upon  feeing  a 
thick  fog  or  vapour  to  arife  from  the  fea,  at  the  in- 
llant  he  prophefied  of  her  coming.  But  Scripture 
leaves  us  deftitute  of  proof  for  all  the  pompous  trafh 
recorded  in  the  legends  of  this  order. 

In  this  cave  is  a  plain  altar,  where  mafs  is  fome- 
times  performed  :  behind  it  are  the  marks  of  an  aper- 
ture, which  has  fome  time  fince  been  walled  up.  In 
this  aperture,  the  father  told  us  that  Tui  kifa  women, 
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who  were  imfruitful,  iifed  to  fit  down,  from  a  fuper- 
fliitious  notion,  that  they  fhoiild  afterwards  bear  chil- 
dren. But  as  this  gave  offence,  leave  was  obtained 
for  clofing  it  up. 

The  fathers  pay  annually  to  the  Grand  Signior  a 
tribute  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  pialtres,  for  the 
privilege  of  performing  divine  worlliip  in  this  cave. 
But  the  y^-ic'j,  though  they  have  repeatedly  offered  a 
thouiand  piaftres  a  year  for  the  privilege  of  making 
pilgrimages  hither,  never  could  obtain  it.  This  place 
the  'Turks  themfelves  reverence.  The  Greeks  and  Ar- 
menians have  alfo  a  place  near  this  cave,  where  they 
fay  mafs. 

In  our  return  down  the  mountain  we  were  iTiewn 
a  cave,  where  a  Carmelite  monk,  born  at  Utrecht^  and 
who  had  taken  the  name  of  Profpero  di  St.  Anthonio,  is 
faid  to  have  lived  a  very  auftere  life.  For  the  Ara- 
bians having  demolifhed  the  convent,  this  was  the 
only  place  of  fhelter  he  could  find  on. the  mountain, 
and  where  he  at  lall  died  of  the  peftilence.  It  is  not, 
indeed,  afferted,  that  his  body,  like  that  of  Elijah, 
was  carried  up  to  Heaven  •,  but  a  great  number  of 
miracles  are  attributed  to  him.  It  is  alfo  faid,  that 
the  officers  of  the  Maltefe  galleys  were  ordered  to 
make  diligent  fearch  after  his  remains,  and  bring 
them  to  Malta  j  but  all  their  care  and  pains  were  in 
vain. 

A  LITTLE  lower  we  were  fhewn  a  cavern  eighteen 
feet  in  length,  and  eleven  in  breadth.  The  Jews  and 
Chriftians  call  it  Elijhalfs  cave  •,  but  the  Arabians  are 
pofitive,  that  it  was  the  manfion  of  Hadder  Hagder^ 
or  St.  George.  At  prefent  it  ferves  as  an  oratory  for 
Tiirks  and  Arabians.,  and  the  keeper  of  it  is  a  Turkifh 
Santon,  born  in  Indoftan.,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  Sheik. 
This  Santon  pretends  to  cure  various  difeafes  by  a 
touch  •,  and  it  is  his  good  fortune  that  this  country 
affords  people  fo  ignorant  as  to  believe  him,  and  to 
give  him  both  money  and  provifions  for  fuch  ima- 
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glnary  cures.  1  was  moved  with  pity  and  indigna- 
tion, that  one  of  the  fathers  Ihould  offer  to  perfuade 
us,  that  this  Santon  kept  a  correfpondence  with  the 
devil,  and  fometimes  made  a  burnt  offering  to  him  of 
a  lamb  and  a  hog  :  but  we  were  difcreet  enough  not 
to  fhew  any  difapprobation  of  his  tale.  Clofe  by  this 
cave,  and  alio  of  that  of  Elijah,  is  a  ciftern  of  very 
good  water. 

Near  the  foot  of  the  mountain  we  were  fhewn  a 
fmall  tomb  and  oratory,  built  by  one  Santon  in  honour 
of  another,  intending  to  live  there,  and  by  an  auftere 
penance  expiate  his  former  tranfgreffions.  But  from 
this  extreme  he,  not  long  fince,  palled  into  another, 
removing  to  St.  John  d'Acri,  where,  in  one  day,  he 
married  four  wives. 

Having  viewed  thefe  ftrudlures,  we  returned  to 
the  convent,  to  pafs  the  night  there,  and  each  of  us 
lay  in  a  different  cell.  The  father-vicar  related  feve- 
ral  traditionary  accounts  of  the  apparition  of  the  Pro- 
phet Elijah,  and  among  others  the  following :  A  lad 
of  Caipha  having  ftolen  fomething  out  of  the  church, 
the  {.rophet  appeared  to  him  during  his  fleep,  in  the 
figure  of  a  perfon  of  an  extraordinary  fize,  with  a 
long  beard,  and  a  robe  that  fwept  the  ground  ;  repri- 
manded him  for  his  facrilege,  and,  at  the  lame  time, 
ftruk  him  fo  violent  a  blow  on  the  face  with  his  hand, 
as  diflorted  the  boy's  mouth  ;  in  which  pofition  it 
remained  during  his  whole  life.  A  great  deal  of 
fuch  legendary  fluff  he  mixed  with  his  dilcourfe,  which 
was  otherwile  very  rational.  It  is  not,  indeed,  bad 
policy  in  him,  to  keep  up  fuch  notions,  and  it  were 
to  be  wiflied,  they  made  a  greater  impreffion  on  the 
ferocious  Arabians. 

The  next  day,  in  the  morning,  we  again  went 
down  from  the  convent,  to  vifit  what  is  called  the 
fountain  of  Elijah,  lying  about  a  fmall  mile  from  it. 
The  fource  of  it  is  in  a  very  narrow  defile  between 
two  mountains.     The  water  is  remarkably  goo^,  and 
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eonducled  into  feveral  gardens  fituated  below  it,  from 
the  fountain,  or  large  refervoir  hewn  in  the  rock,  from 
whence  it  is  conveyed  to  feveral  parts  by  fmall  ca- 
nals. 

This  is  affirmed  to  be  the  place  where  Elijah  of- 
fered the  facriiice,  to  the  confufion  of  the  Priefts  of 
Baal  and  their  King.  It  is,  indeed,  more  probable 
to  be  the  real  place,  fmce  the  facred  hiftorian  tells  us 
there  was  water  near  it  -,  rather  than  another  which 
the  father  mentioned  to  us,  lying  fome  miles  diftant 
from  the  convent.  Though  he  at  the  fame  time 
affured  us,  that  he  had  feen  at  the  latter  twelve 
ftones,  each  four  fpans  in  circumference,  having  on 
them  emblematical,  or,  at  leaft,  unknown  charac!- 
ters,  and  placed  on  one  another  :  among  which  cha- 
oiaders  he  could  plainly  difcern  an  Alpha  and  Oinega, 
.The  place  he  mentioned  lies  a  mile  from  a  certain 
•village  called  Hifvia^  inhabited  by  the  Brufes  -,  bilt 
the  road  at  that  time  being  unfafe,  v/e  did  not  think 
proper;  to  vifit  it.  In  the  mean  time  it  fhould  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  when  the  offering  was  made,  both  it  and 
the  ftones  were  confumed  by  lire  ;  and,  confequently, 
.the  twelve  ftones  mentioned  by  the  vicar,  are  no  proof 
of  the  place  where  this  offering  was  made. 

After  refrefliing  ourfelves  at  this  fountain,  Vn'C 
ieft  our  horfes  there,  intending  to  walk  further  up 
the  mountain,  where  we  iltw  the  remaias  of  a  large 
ftrufture,  which  feems  to  have  been  a  convent.  It 
is  finely  fituated  between  two  mountains,  and  has  ah 
extenfive  profpeft  of  the  fea.  The  fituation  of  the 
adjacent  mountains  are  faid  to  form  here,  after  heavy 
rains,  an  elegant  cataraft,  or  water- fall  j  which  is 
indeed  very  evident. 

Near  thefe  remains  we  obferved,  hewn  in  the 
rock,  which  is  very  wliite  and  foft,  fourteen  water- 
troughs,  uied  probably  for  watering  cattle  :  For, 
on  the   right-hand,  we    difcovered   a  well  of  pure 
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From  hence  the  Arabians  led  us  through  a  difficult 
road,  in  fome  parts  pkinted  v/ith  trees ;  but  in  others 
fo  bad,  that  we  were  obhged  to  chmb  on  our  hands 
and  feet  to  reach  one  of  the  fummits  of  the  moun- 
tain, where  we  found  a  fmall  plain,  commonly  called 
the  prophet  Elijahs  garden. 

The  country  people  are  taught,  that  while  the  pro- 
phet refided  with  his  difciples,  on  mount  Carmel^  this 
fpot  was  wholly  covered  with  water  melons ;  and 
that  Elijah  upon  a  certain  time,  finding  himfelf 
thirfty,  afked  the  owner  of  the  ground  to  beftow  one 
of  them  upon  him.  But  the  churl,  inflead  of  com- 
plying with  fo  reafonable  a  requefr,  thought  proper  to 
deny  him,  telling  him  they  were  no  other  than  flones. 
The  Prophet  replied,  "  May  they  be  ftones  in  reali- 
"  ty ;"  and  at  the  prophet's  denunciation,  the  me- 
lons inftantaneouHy  became  fuch.  The  miracle  ac- 
cordingly produced  ftones  in  fuch  abundance,  that, 
though  an  infinity  of  them  have  been  taken  away, 
the  remainder  are  fufficiently  numerous  to  fatisfy  the 
demands  of  the  curious ;  and  we  did  not  fail  to  take 
with  us  enough  for  ourielves  and  our  learned  acquain- 
tance". But  thefe  petrified  melons  do  not  entirely  re- 
femble  the  original ;  for,  on  being  broken,  they  are 
found  almoft  empty,  and  the  few  feeds  they  contain 
adhering  to  the  ftone,  and  in  fome  meafure  refem- 
bling  cryftals.  Here  we  alio  found  feveral  fmaller 
ftones,  Something  refembling  tares,  olives,  beans, 
dates,  &c,  [c).  This  mountain  alfo  abounds  in  odori- 
ferous herbs,  particularly  fage  and  rue. 

With  regard  to  mount  Carmel  itfelf,  which  in 
the  Hebrew  fignifies.  The  vineyard  of  the  Lord,  it  is 
properly  a  chain  of  mountains,  lying  nearly  in  the  fi- 
gure of  a  heart ;  and,  though  it  is  generally  wrote  in 
the  fingular  number,  there  would  not  be  the  leaft  im- 

(f)  Thofe  who  defire  further  information  concerning  this  phs- 
nomenon,  are  referred  to  J.  P.  Brynii  Epij't.  de  melon. -petrif.  Hift. 
<fe  rjcadem.  Roy.     Ann.  1716,  Si  172U 
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propriety  in  ufing  the  plural,  and  calling  this  chain, 
the  mountains  of  Carmel.  The  fame  may  alfo  be  faid 
of  mount  Lebanon^  of  which  I  fliall  fpeak  in  the  fe- 
quel,  it  not  being  one  fmgle  mountain,  like  mount 
Tabor^  Hermon,  the  mount  of  Olives,  and  others, 
which  are  aftually  feparted  from  others  furrounding 
them,  but  a  ridge  or  chain  of  mountains.  The 
mountains  of  Carmel  and  Lebanon  being  in  Syria,  what 
the  Alps  and  Pyrenees  are  in  Europe. 

The  mountain  of  Carmel  lies  on  the  coaft  of  the 
Mediterranean,  between  Galilee  and  Samaria.  One 
of  its  principal  fummits  projeds  confiderably  into  the 
Tea,  and  thus  forms  one  of  the  moll  lofty  and  remark- 
able promontories  on  the  coait  of  Syria  and  Palejline. 
This  chain  of  mountains  is  near  twenty- two  leagues  in 
circuit,  and  the  northern  part  much  higher  than 
the  other,  which  are,  in  comparifon  of  the  former, 
only  hills  or  eminences,  which,  together  with  the 
valleys,  are  of  a  very  rich  and  exuberant  foil ;  and,  if 
cultivated  like  fome  parts  of  Europe,  would  produce 
an  aftonifhing  quantity  of  fruits. 

The  Moors  are  indeed  much  more  induflrious  than 
the  Arabians,  but  confine  their  attention  entirely  to 
corn  ;  though  in  ancient  times  here  were  a  great  num- 
ber of  vineyards ;  but  the  Chriftians,  fome  of  whom 
ftill  inhabit  the  adjacent  villages,  cultivate  no  more 
than  are  fufficicnt  to  fupply  their  families  with  wine 
and  raifins  •,  neglecfting  all  kinds  of  fruit-trees,  which 
would  thrive  here  in  a  very  remarkable  manner,  as  is 
fufficiently  evident  from  the  trees  which  grow  wild 
in  this  country.  The  inhabitants  chiefly  employ 
themfelves  in  improving  their  gardens,  where  they 
have,  among  other  fruits,  excellent  melons  and  pajle- 
gues,  which,  in  goodnefs  and  tafle,  are  not  at  all  in- 
ferior to  thofe  of  Naples  and  the  JVeJt-hdies.  The 
latter  are  called  in  America,  water-melons,  and  very 
properly,  confiding  of  little  elfe  than  a  rind  and  deli- 
cious water.     The  pulp  of  fome  is  reddifli,  efpecially 
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that  part  neareft  the  center  of  the  fruit,  where  they 
have  alfo  fmall  feeds,  the  furface  of  which  is  blackifli 
or  reddifli,  and  beneath  it  a  white,  foft,  and  palata- 
ble fubflance,  and  from  whence  a  kind  of  oil  is  ex- 
prefTed,  of  great  ufe  in  colds,  inflammations,  and 
cutaneous  dilbrdcrs.  The  melofjs  which  have  a  white 
pulp,  are  alfo  of  a  very  agreeable  tafte ;  but  not  fo 
much  efteemed  as  the  other,  probably  more  from 
prepoffeflion  than  any  Iblid  reafon.  Both,  however, 
may  fupply  the  place  of  drink,  as  they  diUblve  in  the 
mouth,  quench  the  third,  and  are  of  a  cooling  qua- 
lity. Nor  is  there  any  danger  in  eating  large  quanti- 
ties of  them,  if  ripe ;  in  the  Weft-Indies  they  are 
even  allowed  to  patients  in  a  fever. 

That  part  of  this  affemblage  of  mountains,  which 
appears  the  moft  barren,  is  every  where  covered  with 
oaks  and  other  trees.  It  likewife  produces  olives  -, 
but  they  are  not  cured  with  that  care  and  fkill  as  in 
Provence  and  Langnedoc,  being  put  into  jars  with  on- 
ly a  little  fait.  The  air  on  all  theie  mountains  is 
very  pure  and  healthy  ;  and  though  the  heat  along 
the  coaft  and  fome  other  places,  is  very  great, 
yet,  in  Syria  and  Pakjlme^  its  excefs  is  greatly  leflened 
by  a  lea- breeze,  which  conftantly  blows  every  morn- 
ing, and,  by  its  coolnels,  renders  the  heats  of  fum- 
mer  very  fupportable. 

These  mountains  afford  plenty  of  pafture  to  an  in- 
finite number  of  black  cattle,  fheep,  goats,  hares, 
rabbits,  chamoifes.,  and  other  animals.  The  chamois 
is  a  fpecies  of  wild  goat,  but  eafily  taken,  and  proves 
excellent  food.  Indeed  the  fiefli  of  all  the  quadru- 
peds which  live  on  thofe  mountains  is  remarkably 
good,  from  the  great  number  of  odoriferous  herbs  on 
which  they  feed.  The  wild  fowl  alfo  by  living  amidlt 
fuch  plenty  of  corn  are  excellent. 

Having  gratified  our  curiofity,  with  regard  to 
the  mountains  of  CarmeU  we  took  our  leave  of  the 
yicar,  and  returned  to  Caifha^  near  whicli  we  ob- 
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ferved  fevera]  holes  or  caverns  hewn  in  the  rocki 
They  are  the  fepulchres  of  the  ancient  Jews,  accord- 
ing to  Benjamin :  ^d  montis  Carmel  radices  Ifracli- 
tnrtim  qiiam  •phrimorum  fepulchra  funt.  "  At  the 
"  foot  of  mount  Carmel,  are  a  great  number  of  fe- 
"  pulchres  of  the  Ifraelites."  In  thele  fepulchres, 
the  marks  where  the  bodies  have  been  laid,  are  ftill 
vifible.  Jn  fome  places  we  alio  found  fteps  hewn 
in  the  rock,  whereby  you  defcend  to  thefe  fubterra- 
neous  abodes ;  but  the  ilone  not  being  fufficiently  hard 
to  withftand  the  corroding  hand  of  time,  moft  of  them 
are  in  a  ruinous  condition. 

On  our  arrival  at  Caipha,  we  again  vifited  the 
Sheik,  and  met  with  the  fame  friendly  entertainment 
as  before  :  after  our  repaft,  we  fet  out  for  St.  John 
d' Acri^  where,  after  fome  days  refrefhment,  we  pre- 
pared for  profecuting  our  journey  to  Galilee. 


CHAP.     II. 

'Joiirne^    to    Galilee^    particularly    to    Nazareth^ 
mount  'Tabor^    Cana^     the  tow/i  and  lake    of 
'Tiberias* 

WE  fet  out  from  St.  John  d^Acri  in  company 
with  Mr.  Ufgate,  brother  to  the  Engiifh 
Conful,  and  fome  other  gentlemen,  among  which 
was  a  brother  of  the  French  Vice-conful.  Our  whole 
number,  fervants  included,  amounted  to  ten,  and  all 
of  us  well  armed. 

Near  St.  John  d'Acri  we  crojfled  an  eminence,  faid 
to  have  been  thrown  up  in  one  night  •,  it  commands 
the  city  -,  and  from  this  place,  the  city,  which  was 
once  well  fortified,  was  beat  down.  Here  we  loii  the 
fca-coaft,  direding  our  courfe  up  the  country  towards 
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the  eafl.  Our  road  lay  over  a  long  plain,  indiffer- 
ently cultivated,  and  which  took  us  up  an  hour  to 
crofs  it. 

On  the  right  hand  we  were  fhewn  the  fource  of  the 
finall  river  Bdus,  near  which  the  remains  of  a  temple 
of  Memnon  are  faid  to  be  ftill  vifible. 

We  continued  our  journey  through  the  mountains, 
which  were  every  where  covered  with  verdure,  along 
a  good  and  even  road,  leaving  on  our  \(tii  hand  a  vil- 
lage called  Damon,  where  a  Sheik,  who  has  under  his 
jui-ifdiftion  all  the  above-mentioned  plain,  and  feve- 
ral  villages,  refides  in  a  very  large  manfion-houle. 
A  little  tarther  on  the  right  hand  is  the  village  Chafa- 
f;/(9r^, which,  about  three  months  fmce,  the  above  Sheik 
had  affuilted  and  plundered  -,  the  inhabitants  not  hav- 
ing fhewn  any  great  readinefs  to  execute  an  order  he 
had  lent  them.  After  paffing  through  feveral  woods 
of  oak,  we  came  to  another  large  plain,  where  we 
faw,  on  the  left,  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  a  walled 
village  called  Kaffer  Mender,  and  defended  by  feveral 
fmall  forts. 

Directly  oppofite  to  it  on  an  eminence,  is  a 
ruined"  village,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  eminence,  a 
ipring  of  water,  which  was  very  welcome  to  us. 
About  a  mile  and  a  half  further  we  afcended  a  moun- 
tain, and  found  on  its  fummit  the  ruins  of  a  church, 
formerly  dedicated  to  St.  Ann.  The  vaulted  part  of 
it,  facing  the  eaft,  is  flill  entire,  as  we  find  is  the 
cafe  with  moil  of  the  ruined  churches  in  Turkey. 
We  alio  faw  on  this  mountain  other  ruins,  probably 
thofe  of  a  caille.  All  this  mountain  is  inhabited,  and 
we  every  where  met  with  houles,  or  rather  wretched 
huts,  of  Arabians,  comprehended  under  the  name  of 
thtY\\\?i^t  Sephouri,  Some  are  of  opinion,  that  for- 
merly a  confiderable  city  ftood  here  j  and  that  it  was 
the  native  place  of  Joachim  and  /-hma,  the  parents  of 
the  holy  Virgin.  Erocard  in  defcript.  terra  Santla, 
fays,  Sephorum  oppidum  is'  cajirum,  unde  Joachim  pater 
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Beat<e  Firgims  oritmdus  putatur^  (^  eft  in  tribu  Afer 
juxta  vallem  Carmelon.  That  is,  "  The  city  and  ca- 
"  file  of  Sephori,  where  Joachim,  the  father  of  the 
"  Bleffed  Virgin  is  faid  to  be  born,  lies  in  .the  tribe 
"  oi  Ajher^  near  the  valley  Carmelon."  But  we 
found  here  nothing  remarkable  except  two  broken 
pillars  J  though  it  is  faid,  that  here  was  formerly  a 
fubterraneous  aqueducl. 

From  hence  we  defcended  into  a  plain  •,  but  foon 
after,  as  night  came  on,  we  entered  a  very  trouble- 
fome  road  among  the  mountains.     Here  we  met  five 
Arabians  on  horfe-back  •,  two  of  them   rode  off,  at 
the  firing  a  piflol  by  one  of  our  fervants,  and  the 
others   getting  fome   diflance  from  the  road,  cried 
Stdlamif  a  good  journey.     The  place  was  not,  indeed, 
at  all  commodious,  for  an  Arabian  on  horfeback  to 
attack  any  perfon  who  had  fire-arms,  and  poflibly  it 
was  to  this  we  owed  their  fpeedy  departure.     In  this 
manner,  after  climbing  another  very  difficult  moun- 
tain, we  reached  Nazareth,  about  two  hours   after 
fun-fet.     This  place  is  now,  by  the  Arabians,  called 
Nafra,  and,  according   to  fome,    derived   its  name 
from  the  Hebrew,  Neezer,  a  crown,  Nazareth  being 
formerly  fituated  on  the  fummit  of  an  eminence,  as 
a  crown  placed  on  the  top  of  the  head.     After  letting 
our   horfes  drink   at  the  fountain  of  Sta.  Maria,  we 
entered  the  convent,  where  we  met  with  a  very  cour- 
teous reception. 

This  place,  which  has  always  been  highly  cele- 
brated for  the  conception  of  the  Saviour  of  the  world, 
and  where  he  fpent  the  greateft  part  of  his  life,  is  at 
prefent  one  of  the  meaneft  in  the  whole  country.  It 
is  fituated  in  a  fmall  valley  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  and 
furrounded  with  eminences,  moft  of  them  very  fruit- 
ful, and  forming  a  kind  of  circus ;  and  from  which 
two  roads,  one  of  them,  very  rugged,  lead  down  into 
the  plain  of  Efdraelon,  anciently  the  valley  of  Jez- 
reel.     It  feems  as  if  nature  had  formed  it  thus,  as  a 
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proper  retreat  for  Emanuel^  tiii  he  reached  the  age  of 
maturity  -,  great  part  of  it  now  lies  wafte,  being  occu- 
pied by  wild  beafts,  and  the  Arabians,  who  live  in 
wretched  huts  of  clay,  and  fubfift  partly  by  agricul- 
ture and  graziery. 

Here  are  very  fev/  trees,  having  all  been  cut  dov/n 
and  dellroyed  during  the  inteftine  confufions  and  fo- 
reign wars  ;  though  thele  eminences  woul^i  admit  of 
the  finefc  improvements  in  plantations  of  olives,  figs, 
and  vines.  It,  however,  appears  that  Nazareth  did 
not  formerly  ftand  in  this  valley  ;  for  St.  Luke  tells" 
lis,  that  it  flood  on  a  hill  or  mountain  ;  and  the  pre- 
cipice from  which  the  obdurate  Jews,  who  inhabited 
the  place,  were  for  throwing  their  MelTiah,  is  fhewn 
at  fome  fmali  diftance  -,  as  will  appear  in  the  lequel. 

The  third  order  of  Francifcan  monks,  or  that 
of  the  holy  fepulchre  of  Jerufalem,  are  in  poiTelTion 
of  the  remains  of  the  convent,  which,  in  the  time  of 
the  emperor  Conftiantine  and  his  mother, was  built  here 
on  an  eminence  ^  and  alfo  of  the  church,  which  is 
faid  to  ftand  on  the  fpot  covered  by  the  houle  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  and  which,  after  feveral  remiovais,  was 
at  laft  fettled  by  the  angels  at  Lcretto  in  Italy,  to  the 
infinite  advantage  of  that  place,  by  the  multitudes  of 
pilgrims  of  all  ranks,  who  refort  thither  to  vifit  that 
holy  fbruccure. 

The  firit  place  that  engaged  our  attention  was  the 
church,  or  rather  the  fpot  where  the  blefied  Virgin  is 
faid  to  have  received  the  heavenly  faiutation  of  the 
angel,  Hail  thcu  that  art  highly  favoured^  the  Lord  is 
with  thee  :  blejjcd  art  thou  among  women.  But  this,  at 
prefent,  is  only  a  grotto,  or  cave,  ufed  as  a  place  of 
v^orfhip,  in  v/hich  are  two  pillars  of  granite,  one  of 
which  is  broke,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  ground ; 
and  faid  to  have  been  done  in  the  following  manner  : 
A  certain  Sheik  having  informed  the  Pafcha  of  Saphet, 
that  under  one  of  thefe  pillars  a  treafure  was  concealed, 
the  Pafcha  came  in  perfon  to  Nazareth^  and  ordered 
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the  pedefcal  of  this  pillar  to  be  broken  in  pieces,which 
reduced  it  to  its  preient  mutilated  ilate.  But  finding 
nothing,  he  ordered  the  Sheik  who  had  thus  deceived 
him  to  be  put  to  death.  And  the  Palcha  himfelf,  on 
his  going  from  Nazareth^  was  llruck  with  blindnels, 
and  foon  after  died  at  a  neighbouring  village,  in  the 
greatell  agony,  through  grief  for  his  hafty  revenge, 
as  the  Sheik  might  m^ean  well,  though  he  had  been 
mifinformed. 

The  monks  would  perfuade  perfons  that  this  mu- 
-tilated  pillar  is  fupported  by  a  conftant  miracle, 
though  it  is  evidently  failened  at  the  top  by  ma- 
fonry.  Under  this  pillar  is  a  fragm.ent  of  another  oi 
marble,  indicating  the  fpot  where  the  holy  Virgin  was 
fitting  at  the  time  of  the  annunciation  ;  and  the  next 
pillar  v/hich  Hands  near  it,  denotes  the  place  where 
the  angel  flood,  when  he  delivered  his  m.efiao-e.  Thefe 
pillars  arcfaid  to  have  been  erefted  by  St.  Helena.^  Hit 
having  been  divinely  informed  of  the  exact  places  ; 
though  this  the  Greeks  difpute  with  the  Latins,  al- 
ledging,  that  the  angel  not  finding  the  Virgin  at 
home,  followed  her  to  the  fountain  Vv^hither  ll:e 
was  gone  to  fetch  water,  and  there  delivered  his 
melTage. 

On  this  account  the  Greeks  have  built  a  fmall 
church  there,  which  is  alfo  a  kind  of  grotto,  and 
dedicated  it  to  the  Annunciation,  and  decorated  it 
with  the  pidure  of  the  Virgin,  in  the  Greek  manner, 
that  is,  mere  daubing.  1  alfo  obferved  here  a  por- 
trait of  St.  Catharine  of  Sinai,  and  under  it  this  In- 
fcription  : 

Here  alfo  hung  a  pifture  of  St.  Gregory,  whofe 
feftival  they  were  celebrating  when  v/e  vifited  the 
church  ;  on  which  account  the  llrudure  was  deco- 
rated with  all  the  forry  orntiments  belonging  to  it. 

Both 


"Europe^     the   Holy  Lafid,     &c.  19 

Both  Turks  and  Arabians,  as  well  as  Ghriftians, 
Who  refide  near  Nazareth^  have  a  great  veneration 
for  the  two  above  mentioned  pillars  •,  and  whenever 
they  find  themfelves  attacked  by  any  dileafe,  they 
repair  hither,  and,  palling  leveral  times  between 
rhem,  rub  their  back-,  belly,  arm.s,  fide,  feet,  head, 
face,  and  in  fhort,  any  part  of  their  body  where  they 
feel  any  pain  ;  and,  as  the  monks  informed  us,  re- 
turn eafed  of  their  complaint.  But  the  ceremony  is 
always  preceded  by  the  following  prayer  in  the  Arabic 
"  tongue;  "  O  Mary,  virgin  of  virgins  ;  O  mother 
"  of  Chrift,  pray  for  us,  and  reftore  us  to  our  former 
''  health." 

In  tiie  above-mentioned  cave,  at  Nazareth^  are  alfb 
two  altars  •,  that  towards  the  eaft  is  very  large,  and 
decorated  with  a  tolerable  piece  of  painting,  reprefent- 
ing  the  angel  coming  to  the  houfe  of  the  Virgin  ; 
over  the  other  is  a  repreientation  of  the  angel's  deli- 
vering his  meffage.  Here  is  alfo  a  fmall  portrait  of 
our  Saviour,  faid  to  have  been  drawn  from  the  life, 
and  brought  hither  from  Spain  by  one  of  the  fathersi 
On  it  is  the  following  infcription  : 

VERA 
IMAGO  SALVATORIS  NOSTRi  DOMINI 
lESV   CHRISTI  AD  REGEM   ABGARVM 

MISSA. 

That  is,  The  true  image  of  our  Saviour  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  fent  to  king  Abgarus. 

This  cave,  or  grotto,  has  two  entrances,  of  v/hich 
one  is  near  the  convent  refeftory  ;  and  the  defcent  to 
it  is  by  a  flight  of  fteps,  made  by  the  fathers.  Tho', 
while  they  were  employed  in  this  work,  they  difcovered 
another  fmall  cave,  which  at  prefent  is  ufed  as  a  ci- 
ftern  for  prelerving  rain-water^  and  in  it  a  nitch,  in 
which  is  a  Madonna^  having  before  her  a  lamp  perpe- 
tually burning. 
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P.  DE  LA  Valle,  in  the  13th  letter  of  his  travels, 
is  of  opinion,  that  the  fubterraneous  chapel  of  Naza- 
reth was  part  of  the  vault  of  the  church  of  the  holy- 
Virgin,  and  afterwards  turned,  by  the  Chriftians, 
into  a  chapel,  in  order  to  preferve  a  remembrance  of 
the  place.  For,  if  they  had  built  upon  it,  the  church 
might  in  time  have  been  ruined,  and  thus  the  true 
fituation  ol  the  Virgin's  houfe  been  no  longer  known. 
Nor  is  this  an  improbable  fuppofition,  as  the  like  occurs 
in  feveral  parts  of  the  Holy  Land. 

From  this  cave  a  wide  aperture,  every  way  well 
plaiftered,  leads  to  the  Virgin's  houfe  ;  of  v/hich  the 
original  walls,  according  to  a  famous  tradition,  have 
been  carried  to  Lcrctto.  1  m.eafured  the  houfe  or 
chamber,  and  found  it  thirty-fix  fpans  in  length,  and 
fixteen  and  a  half  in  breadth :  but  a  perfon  of  vera- 
city, who  has  not  only  feen  but  meafured  that  at  Lo- 
retto^  allured  me,  that  the  meafures  do  not  at  all 
ao-ree.  One  of  the  monks  told  us,  the  floor  was  in 
the  fame  ilate  as  in  the  time  ot  the  bleffed  Virgin  ; 
the  truth  of  which  I  very  much  doubt.  But  how- 
ever this  be,  there  are,  near  the  door,  fome  remains 
of  Mofaic  work,  fuppojed  to  have  been  done  when 
the  church  was  built  -,  and  the  walls  now  remaining 
are  fuppofed  to  be  thofe  of  the  old  church  ;  which, 
by  the  way,  do  not  at  all  agree  with  the  adventures 
of  the  houfe.  In  this  chamber  are  alfo  two  altars 
oppofite  to  each  other.  Over  one  is  a  painting  re- 
prefenting  St.  Jofeph  in  his  iliop,  holding  the  infant 
Jefus  by  the  hand.  And  over  the  other  a  portrait  of 
St.  Anthony,  with  the  holy  child  in  his  arm.s. 

There  are  alfo  fome  ruins  of  the  old  church  near 
the  entrance  of  the  convent,  and  behind  it  a  garden 
with  feveral  bafons.  Yet  both  the  faihers  and  the 
whole  village  drink  no  other  water  than  that  fetched 
from  the  fountain  of  the  blefled  Virgin.  The  con- 
vent is  built  according  to  the  cuflom  of  the  country, 
namely,  with  a  flat  terrace.     But  the  ceils  are  very 
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finall,  and  the  only  place  of  worfliip,  belonging  to 
the  monks,  is  the  fubterraneous  chanel  already 
defcribed,  and  the  fuppofed  houfe  of  the  Virgin 
Mary. 

The  father-guardian  of  the  convent,  v/as  a  Spa- 
.niard,  and  acted  up  to  the  character  of  his  nation, 
fbyling  himfelf  Prince  of  Galilee^  boafting  that,  at 
his  nod,  four  hundred  men  would  appear  well  arm- 
€d,  to  go  on  any  fervice  he  fliou Id  order.  Though, 
properly  fpeaking,  he  is  little  more  than  tlic  Bailiff  or 
farmer  under  the  Pafcha  •,  for  he  farms  three  viliao-es,, 
and  the  peafants  pay  him  certain  taxes,  in  confidcra- 
tion  of  which  he  annually  prefents  the  Palcha  of  Seyde 
with  eight  purfes,  about  960/.  iierling.  And  this 
feems  to  entitle  him  to  ereft  a  very  cruel  tyranny 
over  the  Greeks,  who  live  at  Nazareth ;  for  on  the 
Sheiks  of  the  villages  he  is  to  make  no  demands. 
Yet  with  all  this  appearance  of  power,  the  convent 
is  extremely  diflrefled,  when  parties  of  Arabian  horle 
pitch  their  tents  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  for  they  de- 
mand all  neceffiries  from  the  convent  -,  and  fliould 
the  monks  refufe,  or  even  be  fparing  in  the  fupply 
demanded,  they  muft  expeft  to  fufter  leverely  for 
it. 

The  air  of  Nazareth  is  very  healthy,  the  places 
as  we  have  before  obferved,  lying  at  the  foot  of  a 
chain  of  mountains,  with  which  it  is  furrounded. 
The  far  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  are  poor  Ara- 
bians, intermixed  with  a  few  Greek  and  Maronite  Chri- 
ftians. 

As  we  intended  alfo  to  vifit  the  mountains  of  the 
precipice,  from  whence  the  Nazarenes,  irritated  at 
the  reproofs  of  our  Savioitr,  were  for  throwing  hira 
down,  we  fet  out  over  the  plain  of  Nazareth  ;  where 
we  perceived  the  foundations  of  an  old  church,  witli 
a  ciftern,  exaflly  on  the  fame  fpot,  where,  as  wc 
were  told,  the  holy  Virgin  exprelTed  her  fears  for 
her  fon's   life.     It  is  alfo  pretended,  that  here  was 
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formerly  a  nunnery.  When  we  came  among  the. 
mountains  we  were  obliged  to  alight,  on  accoun; 
of  the  difncyky  of  the  way ;  and  in  our  afcent 
•we  came  to  the  ruins  of  a  chapel,  built  by  St.  Hele- 
na. In  tlie  rock  we  alfo  f;\w  a  cavity,  in  which  we 
were  told,  that  our  bleiTed  Saviour  with  his  difci- 
pies  reded,  in  their  way  to  Jcnifakm. 

After  clambering  a  great  while  along  this  rug- 
ged way,  we  found  ourfclves  beyond  the  precipice ; 
but  we  foon  after  had  the  good  fortune  to  difcover 
it.  Here  is  a  large  ilone  projecting  over  the  brow  of 
the  precipice,  which  is,  however,  of  no  confiderable 
hei^^ht.  In  this  ilone  are  feveral  holes,  which  the 
monks  pofitively  aiTert  to  be  the  imprefiions  of  the 
fin.o-ers  of  our  Saviour,  when  he  defended  himfelf 
againft  the  violence  of  his  enemies,  who  at'Cmpted 
to  throw  him  down  the  precipice.  This  mountain  is 
very  barren ;  but  commands  an  extenfive  view  over 
great  part  of  the  plain  of  EJdraelon^  which  lies 
nea^  it. 

With  regard  to  this  mountain  of  the  precipice, 
\  mUil  further  obferve,  that  the  infpired  penman  ex-  * 
prefsly  fays,  that  the  city  of  'Nazareth  flood  on  this 
hill  •,  and  confequently,  the  prefent  town  of  Naza- 
reth is  diiferent  from  the  ancient  •,  it  lying  at  the  foot 
of  a  mountain,  and  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the 
precipice.  Whereas  St.  Luke  fiys,  that  they  rofe  up^ 
^.nd  thruli  bim  out  of  the  at)\  and  led  htm  to  the  bro'uj. 
of  the  hill,  whereon  their  city  was  built,  that  they 
might  cafl  him  do-ivn  headlong.  It,  however,  feems  to. 
be  the  ancient  tradition  -,  for  Brocardus,  in  his  defcrip- 
lion  of  the//c/y  Land,  fays,  E^lra  earn  civitateni  (Na- 
zareth) ad  fpatium  uniusfiadii  eft  locus^  quern  appellant  Sal- 
tum  Domini,  uhi  Jiid^ei  vokbant  Jefwn  pr.ecipitare,  &c. 
That  is,  "  Without  that  city,  and  about  the  diftance 
'*  of  125  paces,  is  a  place  called,  the  hordes  leap, 
'-  where   the  Jews  intended  to  throw  down  our  Sa- 
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""  viour."  So  that  this  pafTage  is  little  to  the  pur- 
pofe. 

In  our  return  we  law  the  before-mentioned  fma'l 
Gree'v  church,  near  the  fountain  of  Sta.  Mar'm  •,  and 
the  Greeks  will  hays  it,  that  the  bleiTed  Virgin  ufed  to 
•come  and  fetch  water  from  the  place  where  the  church 
is  built.  Great  part  of  it  is  under  ground  ;  the 
roof  is  flat,  and  I'ciS.  whole  ftruelure  furrounded  by 
a  wall. 

Not  far  from  the  convent,  where  we  had  again 
•taken  up  our  quarters,  is  alfo  fnesvn  the  fynagogiie  i;i 
which  Chrift  taught.  It  is  a  fquare  arche^d  building, 
built  of  hewn  ftone,  as  the  town  of  Nazareth  itielf 
ieems  to  have  been  formerly  j  but  this  building  at 
prefent  ferves  only  as  a  houfe  for  a  few  peafints. 
The  country  people  here  fay,  that  no  Mahometan 
dare  lie  all  night  with  his  Vv'ife  in  it  •,  for,  as  they  pre- 
tend, a  woman  having  prompted  her  hufoand  to  try 
the  experiment,  they  were  both,  ,during  the  nig'.it, 
deftroyed  by  fire.  Near  this  place  alfo  is  the  houfe 
of  Jofeph,  where  are  ftill  the  ruins  of  a  fmall  chapel  \ 
but  the  whole  is  at  prefent  inclofed  within  the  manfion 
cf  a  v/ealthy  farmer. 

We  alio  went  to  view  a  certain  large  ftone,  faid 
to  have  ferved  as  a  table  to  our  Saviour  and  his  apo- 
llles.  At  prefent  it  is  half  funk  into  the  ground,  and 
fo  far  inclined  on  one  fide,  that  it  can  no  longer  ferve 
for  that  purpofe.  I  took  the  liberty  to  advife  the 
iruardian  to  remove  it  into  the  convent ;  but  he  an- 
fwered,  it  was  too  heavy,  and  that  many  mules 
would  be  necelTary  to  move  it  from  its  place. 

Having  taken  a  view  of  every  thing  remarkable 
here,  we  fet  out  the  next  morning  early,  for  a  moun- 
tain called  Tahor  \  fuppofed  to  be  that  which  was 
the  {<ztn't  of  our  Saviour's  glorious  transfiguration. 

This  mountain  ftands  in  a  fine  plain,  feparate 
from  any  other,  and  feems,  like  a  fovereign,  to  rear 
his  liead  above  the  reft.      Its  figure   reprefents   a 
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half  rphere ;  not,  as  others  have  deferibed  it,  a  cone. 
This  curve  is  of  a  great  height  -,  the  liebre-ivs  called 
fuch  places  Dehor  \  and  by  changing  the  letter  D  to  T", 
the  V\/ord  'T^ahcr  is  formed.  The  Greeks  called  \t  Itchy - 
rion,  and  Atahyricii. 

St.  Jerom  and  others  are  of  opinion,  that  this 
was  the  mour.tsin  where  Chriti  was  transfigured  in 
the  prefence  of  three  of  his  difciples  ;  though  this  has 
been  queftioned,  by  fome  late  writers,  our  Saviour  at 
that  time  being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cccfarea  Phi- 
lippic at  too  great  a  diftance  from  mount  T'abcr.  Thefe 
are  therefore  inclined  to  think,  that  the  niountain  on 
which  Chrift  was  transfigured  lay  more  tov/ards  the 
fouth  •,  though  they  feem  not  to  remember,  that  this 
difficulty  may  be  eafjy  removed  by  the  fix  days  that 
intervened.  And  for  this  reafon  feveral  have  folidly 
iupported  the  primitive  opinion. 

Writers  alfo  differ  with  regard  to  the  diftance 
of  this  mountain  from  Nazareth.  Lightfoot  makes 
it  fix  Engliih  miles,  Brocardus  three  hours,  Maun- 
drel  and  Thevcnot  agree  in  faying  it  is  two  hours, 
Le  Brun  fays  it  is  eight  Italian  iTiiles  •,  but,  if  we 
may  be  allowed  to  fpeak  our  opinion,  we  found  the 
diftance  to  be  about  two  leagues,  and  the  road  leading 
through  a  mountainous  country. 

This  miountain,  though  Ibinewhat  rugged  and 
difficult,  we  afcended  on  horfe-back,  making  feveral 
circuits  round  it^  which  took  us  up  about  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour.  ^Tahor^  as  we  have  before  obfervedj 
is  one  of  the  higlieft  in  the  whole  country,  being 
thirty  ftadia,  or  about  four  Englifh  miles,  a  circum- 
ftance  that  rendered  it  more  famous.  And  it  is  the 
moft  beautiful  I  ever  faw,  with  regard  to  verdure, 
being  every  where  decorated  with  fmall  oak  trees,  and 
the  ground  univerfally  enamielled  with  a  variety  of 
plants  and  flowers  i  except  on  the  fouth  fide,  where  it 
is  not  {o  fully  covered  with  verdure. 

Near 
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Near  its  ilimmit  we  faw  a  large  ciftcrn,  hewn  in 
the  rock,  but  totally  ruined.  On  the  top  we  found 
a  large  and  beautiful  plain  furroundcd  with  trees.  Its 
foil  would  admit  of  the  fineit  improvements  •,  the 
trees  thrive  there  to  admiration,  and  the  plain  is 
every  where  covered  with  grafs  of  a  great  height. 
We  alfo  here  difcovered  a  tree,  v/hofe  bloftbm 
exafliy  r^fembled  that  of  the  orange  tree,  and  had 
the  fame  fragrant  fmell  ;  buLj:he  leaves  were  fome- 
thing  like  thofe  of  the  lindeh  tree,  and  the  fruit  is 
gathered  by  the  papifts  for/making  roiaries.  After 
refting  ourlelves  fome  time:  under  the  trees,  we  took 
a  repail  (on  a  ftone  tabl||fere(5led  here  by  Ibme  Eu- 
ropeans) near  tv/o  cifterns  of  excellent  water,  and 
not  far  from  a  third  at  the  entrance  of  a  cave.  Af- 
ter finiHiing  our  repail,  we  entered  a  fubterraneous 
grotto,  called  by  the  monks  the  Tria  'Tahernacuhy 
and  in  memory  of  our  Saviour's  transiiguration, 
eredled  a  chapel  here,  in  the  wall  of  which  we  ob- 
ferved  three  niches,  but  without  ftatues ;  before  the 
central  nich  flands  an  altar,  where  the  fathers  celebrate 
mafs. 

Over  this  chapel  formerly  flood  a  large  church, 
built  by  St.  Helena,  and  of  which  the  ruins  are 
ftill  vifible.  In  thofe  times  alfo  the  top  of  mount 
'Tahor  was  fortified,  fome  remains  of  very  Itrono- 
walls  being  ftill  vifible  in  feveral  parts.  It  is  even 
pretended,  that  it  was  a  cityi  but  at  prefent  no  veftiges 
of  that  fort  remain.  The  Hones,  however,  of  the  ruined 
wails  are  fo  remarkably  large  as  to  convey  a  very 
grand  idea  of  the  works  erefted  here  ;  and  it  is  afto- 
nifhing  to  think  how  they  could  be  carried  to  fo  great 
a  height.  We  ventured  to  climb  to  the  top  of  one  of 
the  ruins,  where  our  toil  was  recompenfed  by  tlie 
moft  beautiful  profpect,  that  perhaps  the  whole 
world  affords.  Under  us  lay  the  extenfive  plain  of 
Efdraelon,  or  valley  of  Jezreel,  and  at  the  extremity 
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of  it  mount  Hermon  (d),  on  the  fuinmit  of  which  is 
faid  to  be  the  monument  of  a  Sh.eik  -,  and  at  the 
foot  a  vilLige  called  Nuin,  mentioned  in  tlie  Gof- 
pel,  on  account  of  a  miracle  wrought  there  by 
our  Saviour  on  the  widow's  fon.  And  a  little  higher 
another  village,  known  by  the  name  of  Dike.  To 
this  mount  Hnmcn  is  alfo  annexed  a  Imaller,  on 
the  fl-virts  of  which  is  a  village  now  called  by  the 
Arabians  Endourj  probably  th.e  Endor,  where  the 
forcerefs  dvv-elt,  whom  king  Saul  confuked  in  his 
difirefs.  On  turning  towards  the  fouth,  you  lee 
the  lofty  mountains  of  Gilhoa-,  where  the  Ili'aelitilli 
army  was  defeated,  with  a  terrible  (laughter,  by  the 
Phiiiftines,  Saul  and  his  fon  Jonathan  being  aniong  the 
flain  {e).  And  to  the  eaft,  between  the  mountains, 
appears  the  lake  of  T'ibcrias  ;  alio  mount  Sapbet^  and 
that  of  Gcrizi'M.  And  farther  to  the  nortb-eaft, 
when  the  weather  is  very  clear,  you  may  perceive  be- 
tween the  mountains,  the  Mediterranean  fea. 

On  this  mountain  are  great  numbers  of  red  par- 
trido;es,  and  fome  wild  boars :  and  we  were  fo  fortu- 
nate  as  to  fee  the  Arabians  hunting  them.  We  left^ 
but  not  without  reluftancy,  this  delightful  place,  and 
found  at  the  bottom  of  it  a  mean  village  called  De-^ ' 
bourg.^  or  Hahoiir  \  a  name  faid  to  be  derived  from  the 
celebrated  Deborah,  m.entioned  in  Judges.  Mere  alfo 
we  faw  the  fountain,  where  our  Saviour  is  faid  to 
have  left  nine  of  his  difciples,  when  he  afcended  the 

[d)  Authors  are  not  agreed  with  regard  to  the  fituation  and  ex- 
iftence  of  this  mountain,  which,  by  way  of  dillinftion  from  that 
near  the  frontiers  of  this  country,  is  termed  the  Little  bill  of. 
Htrmcn.  Cellarius,  in  iVc/zV.  orb.  antiq.  torn  II.  lib.  iii.  cap.  xiii. 
I'efi.  •;  c.  p.  4-8»  429,  mentions  this  mountain  as  an  uncertainty  ; 
but  the  very  learned  M.  Rcland,  in  PaLrJi.  illufir.  p- 32^,  326.. 
has  evidently  proved  that  the  Little  Uerjnon  mull  lie  here,  as 
otherwife,  what  is  iaid  in  ?f.  cxxxiii.  3,  would  be  inconceivable, 
by  realon  of  the  great  dillance,  namely,  that  the  deiv  of  Hermon 
d'efcendi  on  ir.ount  Zioa  ;  the  Great  Hermon  in  the  north  being  no!: 
Icfs  than  one  hundred  miles  from  mount  Zioti  at  Jertifahn. 

(0  I  Sam,    xxxi. 
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mountain  with  Peter,  James,  and  John.  But  be 
this  as  it  may,  the  v/ater  of  this  fountain  is  very  con- 
venient and  refrefhing  for  travellers  who  vifit  this 
mountain,  as  wc  ourfclves  experienced.  At  fome 
cliflance  in  the  plain  of  Efdraelon^  is  alfo  a  rivulet 
called  Serrar,  having  its  Iburce  in  the  above  plain  ; 
from.  Vv'hence  it  runs  S.  E.  and  falls  into  the  fea  of  TV- 
bej'ir.s ;  its  general  depth,  as  we  were  informed  by 
the  inhabitants,  is  near  fix  feet. 

After  our  defcent  from  mount  'Tabo}\  which  the 
Arabians  CdW'Tor  or  Tour^  we  continued  our  journey, 
and  in  an  hour  came  into  a  country,  every  where  co- 
vered with  wild  oats  and  barley,  and  in  fome  particu- 
lar fpots,  we  found  wild  rye,  but  with  no  corn  in  the 
ears.  Vv'e  alfo  law  a  certain  place,  in  which  immenfe 
treafures  are  laid  to  be  buried;  and  at  fome  diftance 
from  it  a  Kane,  called  Air  Ettiiiar^  i,  e.  the  fountain 
of  merchants.  This  Kane  has  a  mofque  and  a  bath  -, 
and  near  it  is  another  fquare  building,  where  the 
goods  and  cattle  were  kept,  there  being  here  formerly 
a  very  confiderable  weekly  market ;  thefe  parts  being 
then  well  furnifhed  with  villages  and  houfes  ;  but  at 
prcfent  totally  defert,  neither  village  nor  houfe  being 
to  be  ite^.  The  above  Kane  is  faid  to  have  been 
built  by  a  grand  Vizier,  who  had  rifen  to  that  high 
poll  from  the  humble  office  of  a  fhepherd,  and  v/ho 
as  a  memento  of  his  former  meanncfs,  kept  in  a  feparate 
room  of  his  palace,  a  fcrip,  a  fhepherd's  coat,  and 
a  chamois  fkin,  viewing  them  every  day,  nor  could 
any  one  have  accefs  to  him  during  this  time.  At 
laft,  his  conflant  manner  of  retiring  reached  the  ears 
of  the  grand  Signior,  who  defired  to  fee  this  apart- 
ment, hoping  to  find  there  an  immenfe  treafure ;  but 
it  afforded  only  the  above  relics  of  a  paftoral  life  ;  and 
was  told  by  his  Vizier  that  he  preferved  them  as  fe- 
cret  monitors  to  keep  him  from  being  filled  with  pride 
on  his  high  promotions,  and  to  excite  his  gratitude, 
by  putting  him  in  mind  of  his  original  ftation  in  life. 

After 
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After  riding  half  an  hour,  we  found  oiirfelves  in 
the  large  and  fine  plain  of  Eldraelon^  otherwiie  called 
the  valley  of  Jezreel  (/),  from  a  city  of  that  name 
Handing  in  its  neighbourhood.  It  extends  from  tiie 
town  of  Betbzan  on  the  river  Jordan^  to  mount  Ca-- 
mel,  and  is  near  ten  Engiilh  miles  in  breadth.  It  is  alfQ 
called  the  plain  of  Megiddo^  and  fometimes,  by  way 
of  excellence,  the  plain.  This  valley  was  forn^er- 
ly  one  ol  the  mod  fertile  parts  of  the  Holy  land, 
abounding  in  corn,  wine,  oil,  and  ajl  kinds  of  ne- 
cefTaries.  This  remarkable  fruitfulnefs  it  partly  owed 
to  the  river  Ki/han,  which  ferpentizes  through  the 
valley,  for  the  fpace  of  £rK  honrs.  In  this  plain  alio 
Holophernes  encamped  his  vait  army. 

After  paffing  the  valley  of  Jezreel^  v/e  came  to 
Nr^in^  called  to  this  day  Nein^  where  the  Sheik  enter- 
tained us  with  a  very  liberal  hofpitality,  Flere  we  ob- 
ierved  that  the  plain  of  Efdraelon  is  terminated  on  the 
icjuth,  by  a  part  of  mount  Carmel,  and  the  mountains 
iii  Samaria^  and  northwards  by  the  high  land,  adja- 
cent to  the  lake  of  Tiberias  and  the  river  Jordan.  At 
Nain  WT  faw  the  remains  of  a  chapel,  built  on  the 
fpot  where  our  Saviour  performed  his  miracle  on  the 
widow's  fon.  It  appeared  to  be  one  of  the  many 
woiks  of  the  devout  emprefs  Flelena  ^  but  is  at  pre- 
fent  wholly  in  ruins,  nor  are  there  any  Chriilians  to 
be  found  here.  The  place  is  a  wretched  village,  con- 
iiiling  of  difperfed  cottages,  and  every  thing  has  the 
aipeft  of  ruin  and  defolation  ;  though  formerly,  con-: 
iidering  the  largcnefs  of  the  hill,  and  its  convenient 
iituation  in  fo  fruitful  and  pleafant  a  country,  it  wa?, 
in  all  probability,  a  very  confiderable  place. 

From  Nain  we  continued  our  journey  towards' 
mount  Ephraim  ;  and  after  tv/o  hours  riding  through 
■woods  and  uneven  roads,  we  reached  Cana  in  Galilee, 
fo  called  to  diftinguifh  it  from  another  Cana  near  Tyre, 
on  the  Mediterranean.     It  is  often  called  Great  Cana, 

if)  SeeReland.  Pal^eft.  illuft.  cap.  5j. 
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from  its  being  the  place  where  our  Saviour  performed 
his  firft  miracle.  On  our  arrival  we  were  carried  to 
the  ipring,  out  of  which,  if  you  will  believe  the  in- 
habitants, the  water  which  Chrift  changed  into  wine, 
was  taken.  Having  viewed  the  fpring  we  enLcred 
the  place,  which  is  now  but  a  mean  village,  fituated 
on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  furrounded  by  a  large  heap 
of  ruins,which  llifiiciently  indicate  that  it  was  former- 
ly a  place  of  fome  figure. 

In  the  middle  of  the  village  we  were  Ihewn  a  large 
fquare  itru6ture,  of  which  only  a  few  pillars  remain, 
the  other  parts  being  now  in  ruins.  This  they 
tell  us  was  a  church,  ereded  on  the  very  fpot  where 
the  houfe  flood,  in  which  the  marriage  was  celebrated 
when  our  Saviour  turned  the  water  into  wine. 

Having  crolled  the  hill  ofCana^  we  entered  a  beau- 
tiful plain,  decorated  with  great  num.bers  of  cotton 
trees,  whofe  lively  verdure  was  very  pleafmg  to  the 
eye.  This  plain  is  every  where  furrounded  with  fmali 
villages  built  on  the  declivities  of  the  hills,  and  exhi- 
bited a  variegated  view  like  an  amphitheatre.  This 
plain  lies  to  the  N.  E.  of  mount  Tailor. 

In  about  an  hour  from  this  place  we  came  to  that 
where  Chriit  walked  with  his  difciples  through  the 
corn  fields,  and  they  began  to  pluck  the  ears  of  corn,  and 
to  eat,  rubbing  them  with  their  hands.  After  riding  half 
an  hour  over  hilly,  but  good  land,  we  amved  at  a 
very  neat  and  pleafant  village  called  Hat  tin,  where 
we  were  fiiewn  the  grave  of  Jethro,  Mofes's  father- 
in-  law. 

This  Jethro,  the  Mahometans  call  Schayib,  /.  e. 
the  old  man,  and  believe  that  he  was  a  prophet ;  and 
that  the  adventure  of  Mofes  at  the  watering  place  in 
Midian,  where  he  fignalized  his  courage  in  affifting 
the  priefl's  daughters,  happened  at  a  ciftem  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  this  place,  and  now  called  Omar. 
But  they  have,  according  to  the  oriental  manner,  dif- 
iigured  the  plain  fcriptural  account,   with  abundiinrc 
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of  fidions.  We  however  met  with  the  fame  Hberal 
entertainment  at  Hattin,  as  we  had  before  at  Nain: 
But  what  we  confidered  as  no  fmall  cui  iofity  was,  to 
fee  very  beautiiul  lemon  trees  in  fuch  a  wild  and  rui- 
nated country. 

After  pafTing  the  plain,  we  came  to  a  fm.all 
eminence,  which  the  Roman  Cathohcks  call  Mom 
heatitudinis^  or  BmediFtiGn  hill^  from  a  fuppofition  that 
here  our  Saviour  delivered  his  firft  difcourfe,  com- 
monly called  his  Sermon  on  the  mount ;  though  I 
fhould  think  it  mAift  have  been  nearer  Capernaum,  ef- 
pecially  as  we  find  there  the  ruins  of  a  fmall  church. 
From  this  hill  there  is  a  very  agreeable  profpecfc  over 
the  hkeTil^erias;  to  the  N.  E.  you  fee  Saphet,  and  to 
the  S.  E.  the  delightful  T'ahor.  Not  far  from  hence 
we  were  alfo  fhev/n,  on  an  eminence,  a  large  ftone, 
on  which  tradition  informs  us,  our  Saviour  diftri- 
buted  the  live  loaves  and  two  fifhes,  among  the  five 
thoufand. 

From  this  hill  we  again  defcended  into  the  plaini 
which  brought  us  to  the  city  of  'Tiberias,  where  we 
vifited  the  Sheik  or  chief  man  of  the  place  ;  and  it 
mull  be  owned  he  received  us  with  all  the  courtefy 
and  marks  of  friendlhip  we  had  before  experienced 
at  Nain  and  Hattin.  Here  we  found  feveral  Arabi- 
ans in  a  fpacious,  open  chamber,  refembling  a  tentj 
and  facing  the  lake. 

The  city,  antiently  called  C/.w^-m^,  was  rebuilt  by 
Herod,  and  called  I'iberias,  in  honour  of  the  Roman 
emperor  "Tiberius.  It  was  the  firft  town  of  the  con- 
quered country  called  Becapolis,  and  confiiled  of  the 
ten  following  cities  -,  namely,  Tiberias,  Saphet,  Cedes^ 
Neptalim,  Jzor,  Qefarea  Pbiiippi,  Capernaum,  Jota- 
pata,  Bethfaida,  Chorazin  oxBethzan,  otherwiie  .Sa/^<?- 
polis.  After  the  deilru6tion  of  Jerufalem,  by  the  em- 
peror Vefpafian,  Tiberias  was  the  refidcnce  of  the 
fewifh  patriarch,  who  erefted  an  uni\'erfity  there. 
T  he  pariarch  was   alfo  the  fupreme  judge  between 
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perfons  of  his  nation.     His  office  was  alfo  hereditary, 
and   appeared  with   Ibme  luflre,  under  the  emperor 
Adrian,  in  the  peribn  of  Simeon  the  third.     But  in 
the  year  429  it  was  fupprelfed,  after  fubfifting  350 
years  under  9  or  10  patriarchs  (V),  and  at  length,  in 
the  year  640,  in  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Herachus, 
the  city  was  taken  by  the  Saracens,  under  Cahph  Omar. 
This  town,  at  prefent  called  Taberie^  is  nothing  more 
than  heaps  of  ruins,  and  wretched  huts  inhabited  by 
poor  Arabians.     It   is  indeed  encompafied  with  very 
high,  but  ill  built  walls.     Its  figure  is  nearly  qua- 
drangular, but  about  one  half  of  it  lies  totally  wafre. 
The  Sheik's  houfe  is  tolerably  good,  and  is  indeed  the 
only  building  that  deferves  the  name  ;  and  even  this 
owes  its  beauty  to  the  ruins  out  of  which  it  was  built. 
Adjoining  to  it  is  a  large  handfome  ftrufture,  which 
ferves  as  a  ftable.     The  whole   place  frands  on  the 
border  of  the  lake  of  Tiberias.     Near  the  Sheik's 
houfe  are  the  ruins  of  a  caflle,  with  fome  remains  of 
towers,  moats,  and  other  works,  which  probably  com- 
manded the  harbour.     One  of  thefe   works  which 
faced  the  lake  has  been  turned  into  a  mofque  •,  and  at 
ibme  diftance  I  law  the   ruins  of  a  ilrufture,   which 
feems  to  have  been  a  church,  but  at  prelent  ufed  as 
a  flable,  and  our   horfes  were,  accordingly,  ordered 
to  be  put  up  there.     Here  alfo  we  were  ihewn  two 
ftones  in  the  wall ;  one  indicating  the  place  where  St. 
Peter  was  called  to  the   apoftlefliip,  and  the  other, 
where,  according  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  our  Sa- 
viour delivered  him  the  keys  :  and,  as  an  undoubted 
monument  of  it,  we  were  made  to  obferve  on  this 
laft  ftone,    reprefentations   of  a   temple    lamp,    two 
fillies,  and  two  keys.     Near  thefe  ruins  we  alfo  faw 
Ibme  pillars  lying  on  the  ground,  and  on  one  of  them 
a  Greek  infcription,  but  fo  obliterated  as  not  to   be 
read. 

{£}  See  Bafnage's  Hift.  of  the  Jews. 
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The  town  has  at  prefent  only  two  gates,  one  of 
which  is  near  the  Sheik's  houle,  facing  the  lea  ;  the 
other,*  which  was  very  large,  is  partly  walled  up,  the 
city  on  that  fide  being  uninhabited.  "With  regard  to 
the  houfes,  they  are,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  very 
mean  and  low  cottages,  fome  of  Hone,  and  others  of 
dried  mud, .  and  can  hardly  be  faid  to  be  above  the 
ground.  On  the  terraces,  which  even  the  huts  in 
this  country  are  not  without,  they  build  tents  of 
rufhes.  They  have  alio  a  Imall  inclofure  near  their 
huts,  for  their  cattle.  Tlie  walls  of  this  place  v/ere 
probably  built  to  lecure  the  inhabitants  from  the  de- 
predations of  the  Arabians,  who  often  pitch  their 
camp  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  hence  tlie  inhabi- 
tants are  obliged  to  be  on  good  terms  with  them, 
though  tliey  are  obliged  fometimes  to  purchafe  their 
friendfhip  on  very  dear  terms.  They  need  not  how- 
ever be  under  fuch  continual  apprehenfions  of  thefe 
Arabians,  had  they  but  a  number  of  fmall  veflels  to 
fetchi  provifions. 

All  the  inhabitants  here  drink  the  water  of  the  lake 
oi 'Tiberias^  which  is  indeed  excellent,  not  having  the 
leafc  laline  taire.  We  alfo  went  to  fwim  in  it,  but 
the  bottom  was  infupportable,  from  the  great  number 
of  ruins  which  had  been  wafhed  into  it ;  but  other- 
wife  it  is  very  fmooth,  and  deep  enough  for  large 
vefTels  clofe  to  the  fliore.  This  fea  or  lake  of  'liherias^ 
called  alfo  the  fea  oi. Galilee,  and  lake  of  Gsnefereth^ 
is  about  five  hours  in  length  and  two  in  breadth.  Its 
length  is  com.puted  from  the  influx  of  the  Jordan  to 
this  ilTue.  Jofephus  fays,  that  this  fea  or  lake  is  an 
hundred  ftadiums  m  length,  and  forty  in  breadth,  add- 
ing, that  the  water  had  tlie  fingular  property  of  be- 
coming as  cold  as  fnow  when  expofed  to  the  air  in  the 
night.  Formerly  this  lake  v\  as  frequented  by  a  great 
number  of  veffels,  for  fifhing,  commerce,  and  other 
intentions-,  bur  this  fiourifhing  condition  has  funk 
under  the  opprelTion  ot  the  Turks  -,  io  that  at  prefent 
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not  one  is  to  be  feen :  and  all  the  towns  which  for-* 
merly  decorated  its  banks,  are  now  in  ruins.  In  our 
Saviour's  time  it  was  remarkable  for  the  calling  of 
feveral  of  the  apoftles,  and  the  place  where  they  ex- 
ercifed  their  trade  of  tifning.  Several  miracles  were 
alfo  performed  here;  particularly  that  of  Chrift's 
walking  on  it's  furface,  &c. 

The  circumjacent  country,  is  every  where  high, 
and  in  fome  places,  eipecially  on  the  oppofite  fide, 
between  the  fhore  and  the  mountains,  are  fine  levels, 
doubtlefs  once  covered  with  towns,  villages  and  coun- 
try-feats •,  but,  at  prefent,  wafte  and  forfaken.  The 
high  land,  with  which  this  pleafint  lake  is  environed, 
gives  it  an  appearance  of  a  large  rcfervoir,  which  the 
Turks  call  Gauz^  fignifying  a  large  balbn  furniflied 
with  water  from  feveral  fources. 

It  may  eaffiy  be  imagined  that  this  lake  fupplies 
the  neighbouring  country  with  water  by  fubterraneous 
paflages,  cfpecially  as  it  lies  high,  It  alfo  abounds 
in  fifh,  fome  of  them  very  large,  living  here  in  quiet 
and  fccurity,  being  never  difturbed  by  boats  or  vef- 
fels,  nets,  or  hooks. 

About  a  mile  from  the  city,  and  near  the  lake, 
is  a  natural  bath  of  warm  water,  ilTuing  in  feveral 
places  out  of  the  earth,  and  in  quality  refembles  thofe 
of  Aix  la  Chiipelk.  In  our  way  hither,  which  lay 
along  by  the  fide  of  the  lake,  we  plainly  faw  the 
foundations  of  the  old  city,  and  the  remains  of  bul- 
warks erected  on  fruftums  of  pillars.  In  Ihort,  the 
whole  road  to  the  bath,  and  even  fome  diftance  beyond 
it,  was  full  of  ruins  of  walls,  and  near  it  we  faw  the  re^- 
mains  of  a  gate.  I'hefe  walls  w^ere  continued  to  the 
mountains ;  fo  that  the  old  city  extended  along  the 
fide  of  the  lake  beyond  the  bath,  and  began  at  fome 
diftance  to  the  north  of  the  prefent  town.  But  it's 
breadth  could  not  exceed  half  a  mile,  being  confined 
towards  the  weft  by  a  vcrv  high  mountain. 
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Oi'R  cniiofity  led  us  to  go  into  the  bath,  tlie  wl- 
ter  of  which  was  fo  hot,  as  not  eafily  to  be  endured  ; 
but  to  render  it  more  temperate  we  ordered  the  paf- 
fage,  through  which  it  runs  into  thcbafon,.  to  be  Hop- 
ped. 1  he  inhabitants  of  Tiberias  have  built  here  a 
imall  houfe  with  a  cupola,  but  there  feems  to  have 
been  formerly  a  much  more  fplendid  edifice,  as  the 
baths  were  very  famous,  and  in  a  town  called  AmmauSy 
i.  e.  a  warm  bath,  being  reforted  to,  during  the 
fummer,  by  multitudes  of  lame  and  weak  perfons  {g). 
The  water  rifes  fomething  higher,  from  whence  it 
is  conduced  into  a  (tone  bafon.  This  water  is  lb  fait 
as  to  communicate  a  brackifh  tafte  to  that  of  the  lake 
near  it. 

We  afcended  a  height  in  the  neighbourhood,  in 
order,  if  pofiible,  to  have  a  compleatview  of  the  lake 
from  one  end  to  the  other;  but  were  difappointed  by 
the  mountains.  We  were  however  fhewn  on  the 
other  fide  a  fmall  town,  fituated  on  the  declivity  of  a 
hill,  called  Fik^  inhabited  by  Arabians  or  Bedouins 
under  the  Sheik  Keleib^  and  are  perpetually  at  variance 
with  the  Arabians  encamped  on  this  fide,  under  the 
Sheik  Df^^/r.  In  our  return,  we  obferved,  among  the 
ruins,  feveral  pillars  of  granite,  and  a  fmall  mofque>. 
having  near  it  the  fepulehre  of  fome  Snnion,  with  an 
infcription  in  unknown  characters,  being  neither 
Arabic  nor  Turkijlo.  The  inhabitants  afi^ured  us,  as 
fomething  very  remarkable,  that  the  dew,  which 
falls  in  great  abundance  all  over  Pakfiinc^  is  never 
felt  at  Tiberias  and  the  neighbouring  country,  as  far 
as  a  certain  fpring.  And  I  can  affirm,  that  while 
we  were  there,  none  fell. 

The  next  day  we  intended  to  vifit  Saphet^  but 
were  informed  that  the  road  was  at  that  time  very 
dangerous,  on  account  of  the  Arabians,  which  ren- 
dered it  prudent  for  us  to  trouble  the  Sheik   a  little 

(^)  S(;e  Reland,  Paleft.  Illufl.  pag.  302,  703. 
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longer,  and  we  foon  law  above  a  hundred  of  thefe  Ara- 
bians, whofe  tents  were  plainly  leen  from  the  Sheik's 
houfe,  and  being  in  alliance  with  him,  their  principal 
officers  paid  him  a  vifit.  Their  chief  was  a  young 
perfon,  about  twenty  five  years  of  age,  called  Juhher^ 
being  the  fon  oiDahir  a  very  powerful  Sheik,  having 
above  fifteen  thoufand  men  at  his  command.  His 
bufinels  atprefent  was,  to  pillage  the  Mecca  Caravan. 
All  thefe  Arabians  came  out  of  curiofity  to  fee  us. 
They  wore  their  own  hair  braided  in  two  locks,  hang- 
ing behind  their  ears,  the  fore  part  of  their  head  be- 
ing clofely  fliaved.  The  commander  was  diftinguifhed 
by  a  black  turban,  but  the  others  had  only  linen 
rags  tied  about  their  heads.  He  was  alio  diftinguifhed 
by  his  dreis,  wearing  an  orange  coloured  robe,  lined 
with  fur.  They  are  generally  of  a  brown  complexion 
and  have  black  hair. 

About  noon  we  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  thefe 
Arabians  eat  their  repalt,  which  confided  of  two 
large  dilhes  of  rice  in  the  form  of  pyramids,  whicii 
they  call  Pilao,  and  full  of  fmall  pieces  of  fie/h. 
Round  thefe  were  placed  fmaller  diihes  with  meat, 
foop,  honey,  grapes,  water-melons,  and  four  cream. 
The  chief  fat  down  on  the  ground  with  fome  of  the 
company,  the  rell  flaying  till  they  had  finiflied  their 
meal  and  then  took  their  places.  I  obferved  their 
chief  helped  his  companions  to  pieces  of  meat.  The 
Arabians  eat  very  fafl,  like  the  Turks,  and  without 
drinking.  Inflead  of  ufing  knives,  forks,  or  fpoons, 
they  take  up  every  thing  with  their  Hands,  which, 
after  they  have  finiflied  their  meal,  they  immediately 
wafh,  and  coffee  is  fet  before  them.  Their  genero- 
fity  knows  no  bounds,  being  ready  to  give  every 
thing  they  have.  Indeed  they  can  eafily  recruit.  One 
of  thefe  Arabian  chiefs  generonfly  made  an  ofier  of 
all  he  had,  cloaths,  horfe,  &c.  to  one  of  our  fellow 
travellers. 
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Their  leader  being  mformed  that  v/c  had  brought 
our  wine  with  us,  delired  cur  fervants  to  give  hini 
ibme.  He  was  latisiied  with  a  few  drops  of  it ;  but 
ordered  more  to  be  poured  out  for  one  of  his  friends, 
v/ho  could  not  boaft  the  temperance  of  his  leader, 
fwallc^wing  it  down  with  fuch  greedinefs,  that  he 
ioon  appeared  rather  dead  than  living,  and  thus  be- 
came a  fpedacle  that  raifed  both  the  mirth  and  indig- 
nation of  the  Sheik  and  other  Arabians,  who  have  a 
great  averfion  to  wine.  However,  by  the  help  of  ci- 
trons and  coffee,  he  was  in  fome  meafure  brought  to 
himfelf.  In  the  mean  time  we  were  very  defirous  of 
leaving  this  place,  and  therefore  requcfted  the  Sheik 
of  T!  i^d77jj  to  accompany  us  ;  but  all  our  intreaties 
would  have  had  little  effedt,  had  they  not  been  en- 
forced with  the  prefent  of  a  pair  of  piftols,  which 
procured  liis  ccnfent.  And  indeed  his  deiire  of  obtain- 
ing fomething  for  himfelf,  had  induced  him  to  tell  us, 
rirat  the  Arabians  laid  in  wait  to  pillage  us.  So  that 
now,  to  our  mutual  fatisfaction,  v/e  departed  from  T"/- 
rias  to  purfiie  our  journey  to  Bctbff.ida^  Sephet^  &c. 


C  H  A  P.     III. 

yeiirney  from  Tibejun  to  Beihfaida^  d?id Saphet -, 
ivith  an  account  of  the  latter^  and  prefent  jt  ate  of 
the  yeivs  who  rejide  there  •,  Jacob's  Jepidchre,  &c, 

AN  hour  before  break  of  day,  w^e  {ct  out  from  Ti- 
herias^  accompanied  by  the  Sheik,  and  eleven 
of  his  fervants,  having  the  lake  of  Tiberias  on  our 
right,  and  the  Arabian  camp  on  our  left.  At  fun  ri- 
fingwe  found  ourfelves  near  a  large  refervoir  of  wa- 
ter, fupplied  by  ieveral  fmall  ftreams  running  down 
the  mountains  iand  here  our  Sheik  and  his  retinue  per- 
formed their  devotions.  Jn  the  mean  time  we  had 
the  pleafurc  of  obferving  a  large  Hone,  about  tv/o  or 
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three  fteps  in  the  lake,  where  for  ibme  time  a  nation 
•of  pifmires  had  taken  up  their  refidcnce,  fetching  all 
tl-ieir  provifions  from  the  continent,  to  which  they 
Jiave  no  other  pallage  than  by  fwimming.  The  coun- 
try people  have  a  tradition  that  a  peafant  in  tiie 
neighbourhood,  pitying  the  fatigue  of  thefeinduftrious 
animals,  laid  a  lath  trom  the  fhore  to  the  ftone,  in 
order  to  render  their  paffage  the  more  ealy  ;  on  which 
he  was  immediately  deprived  of  his  fight  -,  and  the 
lath  afterwards  taken  away  by  fome  invifible  hand. 

Not  far  from  this  place  is  a  tree,  for  which  t-lie 
Turks  have  a  great  veneration  -,  and  we  fiw  feveral 
handkerchiefs,  and  other  pieces  of  linen  hanging  on 
its  branches  ;  but  could  receive  no  fatisfidion  Avich  re- 
gard to  theie  votive  pieces,  as  w€  fufpe&ed  them  to  be. 

We  next  came  into  a  large  plain,  bordering  on  the 
lake,  and  watered  by  feveral  rivulets ;  and  decorated 
with  that  fpecies  of  trees  we  had  before  (ten  in  the 
plains  of  y^nV^(?,  producing  Zaccheus's  fruit,  as  it  is 
here  called.  This  fruit  is  ^^ery  fmall,  but  not  eatable 
till  almoii;  dry.  The  plain  was  fown  with  rice ;  but 
we  perceived  the  i\j-abians  had  already  paid  it  a  vifit, 
though  great  part  of  the  corn  was  not  yet  ripe.  Here 
are  aifo  plenty  of  Ihipes,  which  delight  in  watery 
places,  and  are  preferable  to  a  partridge. 

About  three  hour's  journey  from  TUerias,  we  faw 
in  this  plain,  the  ruins  of  a  city,  which  feems  to  have 
been  very  large.  The  country  people  call  it  Mifdel^ 
and  pretented  to  be  the  ancient  Capernaum  ;  but  this 
muft  certainly  be  a  miftake,  as  that  place  lay  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  fea  of  Tiberias  ;  it  is  therefore  much 
more  probable  that  it  v/as  Bethfaida.  We  alfo  faw 
feveral  villages  on  the  declivity  of  the  mountains.  A 
generous  mind  cannot,  without  regret,  behold  fo  beau- 
tiful a  plain  lie  delert  •,  but  who  will  labour  when  de- 
prived of  the  pleafing  hope  of  Enjoyment?  the  inha- 
bitants here  are  under  perpetual  apprehenfions  from 
ihe  Arabians.     Hence  it  is  that  the  mountains  are  in 
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general  better  cultivated  than  the  plains,  where  the 
Arabians  generally  pitch  their  tents,  and  where  they 
have  a  great  advantage  over  the  peafants  when  they 
come  to  a6bion,  being  very  dextrous  with  their  lances 
on  horleback ;  but  among  the  mountains  their  dexte- 
rity and  horfemanfhip  would  prove  but  of  little  ad- 


vantage. 


In  profecuting  our  journey,  we  pafled  by  other  heaps 
of  ruins,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  hkeof  Til^eri as,  came  to 
the  remains  of  a  town  ;  pofTibly  the  ancient  Bethzan 
or  Scitopolis,  where  we  faw  an  aquedu6l  extended  a- 
crofs  the  Jordan,  and  ferved  aHb  for  a  bridge.  And 
here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  take  notice  of  an  error 
in  fome  maps,  in  placing  here  a  river,  which  riles 
from  the  \2ik.t  of  Tiberias,  and  difcharges  itfelf  into  the 
Mediterranean.  Whereas  this  is  abfolutely  impofTible, 
by  reafon  of  the  intervening  mountains  and  high 
lands. 

At  fome  diftance  farther  we  faw  a  large  fquare  edi- 
fice, fituated  alfo  at  the  end  of  this  lake,  and  cal- 
led, from  its  founder,  Chan  el  Moinie.  Soon  after  our 
paffing  by  this  ruined  ftrufture,  the  Sheik  and  his  re- 
tinue took  their  leave,  wifhing  us,  with  all  the  marks 
of  fincere  friendfiiip,  afafe  return  to  our  own  country. 
We  then  afcended  a  lofty  mountain,  by  means  of  a 
very  troublefome  road,  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  came 
to  a  large  ll:ru6lure,  of  remarkable  fbrength  and  foli- 
dity.  It  is  called  the  Chan  of  Cuperli,  from  its  being 
built,  together  with  feveral  other  ftruftures  bf  the 
fame  kind  in  Tttrkey,  by  a  Grand  Vizir  of  that  name. 
This  Chan  is  an  exellent  baiting  place  both  for  man 
and  bcaft.  You  enter  through  a  large  gate,  into  a 
fpacious  area,  round  v/hich  are  arched  piazzas  ferving 
for  ftables,  and  over  them  apartments,  with  tcrrafles  ; 
and  near  it  a  molque  with  a  mineret,  and  a  large  ciflern 
generally  full  of  rain  v/ater,  but  at  the  time  we  vifited 
the  Chan,  it  was  dry.  On  the  left  fide  of  this  Chan 
is  alfo  a  fmail  mofque,  and,  a  pit  covered  v/ith  a  cu- 
pola 
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pohi.  The  Turks  will  have  this  to  be  the  pit,  into 
which  Joleph  was  thrown  before  his  brethren  ibid  him 
to  the  Iflimaelites  :  but  it  is  at  prefent  no  more  t'lan 
fix  fpans  in  depth.  Befides  the  fcripture  reprefents 
the  pit  into  which  Jofeph  was  caft,  was  dry ; 
w^hereas  this  contained  very  clear  and  good  water. 

The  Chan  has,  on  the  outfide,  the  appearance  of  a 
caftle,  and  we  thought  ourfelves  happy  in  being  in  a 
ilruclure  fo  capable  of  defence ;  for  while  we  were 
there,  we  imagined  a  troop  of  Arabians  on  horfeback 
were  making  dire6lly  to  us  i  but  on  a  nearer  view  we 
found  that  what  had  raifed  fuch  alarms  among  us  was 
only  two  Arabians  on  horfeback  with  their  wiv^es,  chil- 
dren, and  fcrvv.nts  on  afles.  They  were  at  firfl  aS 
little  inclined  to  come  near  us,  becaule  of  our  fire  arms; 
but  one  of  our  attendants  having  fworn  tliat  we  were 
friends,  they  at  laft  came  up  ;  it  being  a  facred  cufconi 
among  the  Arabians,  that  after  fuch  an  oath  neither 
party  has  any  thing  to  fear.  But  thelc  Arabians  were 
uo  great  objects  of  curiofity. 

Having  reded  a  while  here,  we  again  purfjed 
our  journey  along  a  very  rugged  and  difficult  afcent 
which  brought  us  to  a  camp  of  Arabians,  fubjeft  to 
the  Sheik  we  had  vifited  at  Tiberias.  We  counted 
fevcnty  tents,  and  were  received  by  them  in  a  very  af- 
feftionatc  manner.  Indeed  they  were  obliged  to  behave 
politely,  moft  of  the  men  being  abroad ;  fo  that 
we  faw  hardly  any  thing  but  women  and  children. 
They  prefented  us  with  water,  fome  refrefhments,  and 
^vifhed  us  a  good  journey. 

We  continued  in  the  fame  tirefome  road  for  fome 
time  longer,  but  at  laft  defcended  into  a  valley  of 
olive-trees,  and  at  afmall  diitance  further  we  faw  feve- 
ral  orchards,  Hipplied  with  v/ater  from  a  neighbouring 
fpring,  which  v,^as  very  welcome  to  our  bea'ls.  We 
next  afcended  the  mountain  on  v/hich  the  Town  of 
^aphet  is  fituated.  The  country  round  it  is  finely 
improved,  the  declivity  being  covered  v/ith  vin^j 
D  X  fjpported 
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fupported  by  lov/  walls.  This  mountain  comiTiands 
a  moft  delightful  profpect  ovTr  the  adjacent  valleys. 

We  took  up  our  quarters  in  a  large  houfe  or  fera-. 
glio  built  on  pillars,  for  the  entertainment  of  travellers 
of  any  figure,  and  whither  we  were  immediately  con- 
duced by  the  Sheik,  to  whom  v/e  had  a  letter  of  re- 
commendation ;  but  wc  difcovcred  in  this  ftru6lure 
nothing  more  than  bare  Vy'alls.  We  next  paid  a  vifit 
to  a  Jew,  for  whom  we  had  alfo  letters.  He  refided 
with  fevcral  other  jewifh  flimilies  in  one  houle,  which 
was  all  the  manfion  of  the  great  Rabbi,  diRinguidied 
by  the  name  of  Chakam  j  but  a  very  furly  and  unib- 
ciable  mortal  •,  whereas  the  lay  Jev/  was  remarkably 
civil,  offering  us  his  houfe  and  every  thing  in  it.  But 
we  only  defircd  him  to  j^  rocure  us  fom.e  red  wine  m.ade 
here  by  the  Jews,  and  alio  fome  brandy. 

The  Jews  here,  with  whom  we  had  feveral  Con- 
verfations,  told  us,  that  this  is  the  town,  called  in 
Jofliua,  Orinch^  and  in  another  place,  Saphet,  in  the 
tribe  of  Benjamin.  But  with  regard  to  the  ancient 
Bcthidia,  mentioned  in  the  book  of  Judith,  and  gene- 
rally thought  to  be  the  fame  with  Sophet^  they  knew 
nothing  of  it,  adding,  that  Beihulia  was  a  rcw  name, 
and  not  to  be  found  in  their  book  of  Judith.  They 
alfo  told  us,  that  they  only  confidcred  that  book  as  a 
piece  of  hiitory,  and  not  as  any  part  of  the  facred 
canon. 

The  town  of  St^phet  is  of  great  antiquity,  and  was 
formerly  the  capital  of  G alike.  It  (lands  on  the  fum- 
mit  of  one  of  the  higheil  mountains  in  thofe  parts. 
But  fo  little  regard  has  been  paid  either  to  its  rank  or 
antiquity,  that  at  prefect  it  is  no  miOre  than  a  village 
in  the  midil  of  a  heap  cf  ruins  -,  and  v/ere  it  not  for 
the  pafTionatc  defireof  the  Jews  for  ending  their  days 
jiere,  it  v/ould  long  fince  have  been  utterly  forfaken. 
For  it  has  been  fo  often  taken  and  retaken  by 
Chrifdans  and  Malionietans,  that  it  now  appears 
pnly.as  one  confuied  heap,  having  nothing  venerable 
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it,  except  its  name,  fituation,  and  a  few  ruined  ftruc- 
tLires.  It  is  inhabited  by  a  few  Moors,  and  a  great 
number  of  Jews.  The  latter  are  indeed  poffeffed  with 
an  irrcfiftible  defire,  or  rather  frenfy,  for  dying  in 
this  place,  relinquilhing  every  thing  tor  this.  They 
exprefs  a  high  veneration  for  Jerufalem  and  llehrcn^ 
but  not  to  be  compared  with  this  ;  which  they  found 
on  the  following  reafons.  i .  A  great  number  of  their 
moft  celebrated  Rabbins  and  other  holy  men  have  di- 
ed, and  lye  buried  here  \,  and  whofe  fepulchrcs  they 
vifit  with  the  greateft  devotion  j  particularly  thole  of 
the  Rabbins,  Simon  Ben  Juchan,  author  of  the  Zo- 
har  ;  Hillel,  writer  of  the  Thana  on  the  Gamara  ; 
Samai  Hagadol  •,  Jehuda  bar  Elei,  v/ho  alio  wrote 
on  the  Gamara.  2.  They  are  perfuaded  by  their 
Rabbins,  that  the  Meffiah,  who  is  to  be  born  in  Ga- 
lilee^ will  rCi'dko-Saphet  the  capital  of  his  new  king- 
dom to  be  creeled  here  on  earth  •,  and  that  thole  who 
fiiiU  dv/ell  tliere  in  thole  glorious  times,  may  exped: 
very  fmgular  favours  from  him.  Infhort,  the  heads 
of  their  Rabbins  are  filled  with  fucha  heap  of  reveries 
and  fantailjcal  vifions,  that  the  poor  Jews,  who  adopt 
the  notions  of  their  teachers,  feem  to  have  abandoned 
all  reafon.  They  ftill  exped  the  Meffiah,  though  it 
is  now  above  fevcnteen  hundred  years  fince  they  cruci- 
fied him  \  and  all  the  prophecies  relating  to  him  have 
been  accompIiHied.  And  this  is  the  reafon  that  they 
are  always  at  a  lofs  for  an  anfwer  when  clofely  pref- 
fed,  with  regard  to  thefe  prophecies  ;  lb  that  their  de- 
votions are  mere  fuperltition,  prompting  them  to 
prefer  this  place  to  any  other,  though  they  live  in 
the  greateft  mifery,  merely  to  leave  their  remains  in 
Saphn, 

The  Turks  are  not  wanting  to  take  advantage  of 
this  fuperftitious  notion  of  the  Jews ;  for,  firft,  they 
make  them  dearly  purchafe  the  favour  of  living  at 
Sapbet^  and  by  a  variety  of  oppreffions,  fines  and  the 
I'lkt  unjuil  practices,  iqueeze  them  to  fi.c'.i  a  degree, 
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•  that  they  niay,  in  fome  meafure  be  faid  to  pay  for 
the  very  air  they  breathe.     And  if  any,  through  ex- 
treme poverty,  are  obliged  to  retire,  the  Paibha  is  no 
lofer,     as  his  quota  rnuft  be  made  up    by  the  others. 
It  is  fometimes  pretended  that  he  carried  coniiderabJe 
treafures  away  with  him,  and  the  Pafcha  immediately 
demands,  in  the  name  of  the  Grand  Segnior,  that  the 
treafures  be  delivered    up  •,    fettles   the  llim    at   his 
pleafure,    and  forces  thefe  miferable  people  to  pay  it, 
who  here  lead  the  pooreft   and  moil  deplorable   life 
that  can  poflibly  be  conceived.  Their  only  confolation 
2s,  their  having  fynagogues,  of  which,  when  we  vifited 
Scphet,  there  were  kvftn^  though  formerly  they  amoun- 
ted to  thirty  or  more  ;  and  that  they  are  at  liberty  to 
prayinthenp,  and  attend  to  the  vifionary  harangues 
of  their  Rabbins.     They  however,  fend  from  Sapbei 
fome  of  their  Rabbins  of  the  greateft  learning  and  in- 
tegrity, to  Canjlantincple^    Smyrna,  and  other  trading 
cities  of  the  Ottonian  empire  where  wealthy  Jews  re- 
f]de ;  and  fome  of  them  even  vifit  Germany,  Holland, 
England,  and  other  places  not  fubjeft  to  the  inquifition, 
collefting,  by  this   means,  confiderable  fums,  to  be 
diilributed  amon^  the  Jews  at  Jcrujakm,  Hebron,  and 
Saphet,  though  the  greateft  fhare  always  falls   to  the 
latter ;    perhaps  their  condition   is  more  deplorable 
here  than  in  other  parts,  or  they  perfuade  their  bre- 
thren that  their  prayers  are  of  greater  efficacy  to  in- 
infpire  the  hearts  of  the  rich  to  make  liberal  contribu- 
tions.      The  Jews   have  ftill   here  a  printing  houfe, 
and  a  kind  of  univerfity,  where  the  Jewifh  youth  are 
indrufted  in  their  learning,  which  confills  wholly  in. 
the  Hebrew  language,  andunderftanding  the  Talmud, 
The  Jews  here  are  defcended  from  the  tribe  of  Judah, 
but  their  anceftors  natives  of  Spain,  and  accordingly 
they  all  fpeak  the  Spanilh  language  perfectly  well. 

The  city  of  Saphet  is  mentioned  by  feveral  writers, 
Brocard.  in  d'-fcript.  1^'erra  SojilI^,  has  thele  words  : 
Saphet  vel  Sephet  cajtruni  is'  civitas,  ^u^s  alii^uando  fue- 
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runt  ne  dominio  mliti^  templi.  Cajirtim  ejl  firmijfmmm  tff 
elegans^  inaltijfuno  monte  fttiim^  fed  per  foldantim  captumy 
(^  hodie  in  magnam  chrijlianoruyn  jatluravi  poffidetur^ 
unde  totam  GaliLcam^  hoc  ejl  tribum  Zabulon^  Neptalim^ 
Afer^  Ifachar^  Alanajfe,  Cff  omnem  terram  ufque  ad  T'yrum 
Q  Sidonerri  fuhatiam  tenet,  i.  e.  "  Saphet  or  Sephety 
"  is  a  city  and  caflle,  formerly  belonging  to  the 
*'  knights  Templars.  The  caftle  is  handfome,  very 
*'  ftrong,  and  fituated  on  a  mountain  ofextraordi- 
"  nary  height ;  but  was  taken  by  the  Soldan,  and  to 
*'  the  great  detriment  of  the  Christians,  ftill  continues 
*'  in  his  pofiefTion,  as  he,  by  this  means,  keeps  in  fub- 
"  jeclion  all  Galilee^  that  is,  the  tribes  of  Zebulon, 
*'  Nepthali,  Afer,  Ifachar,  Manafieh,  and  the  whole 
"  country,  as  far  as  Tyre  and  Sidon."  And  Jacob  de 
Vitriaco.,  Lib.  iii.  Uiji.  Hierof.  geft.  per  Franc.  Jnno 
1220,  fays,  Coradinus,  princeps  Damafci  ^AYr«;^/V  Sa- 
phet cajtrum  firmijfimum,  qiiod  Salahadinus  flagellum 
Cbrijlianorum  per  longam  cbjidiomm  in  tantum  arctavit^ 
tit  defenfores  fama  deficientes^  requifitd  licentid  magijiri 
militia  templi  redder ent  illudtyramio.  i.  e.  "  Coradine, 
'*  prince  ofDamafcus,  built  at  Saphet ^  a  very  ftrong 
*'  caftle,  vv^hich  Saladine,  the  fcourge  of  the  Chriftians, 
"  reduced,  by  a  long  fiege  to  fuch  extrem^ities,  that 
"  the  befieged,  being  prefled  by  famine,  and  having 
*'  obtained  leave  of  the  grand  mafter  of  the  knights 
'"  Templars,  furrendered  to  that  tyrant." 

We  find,  however,  that  Benedift,  biftiopofM^r- 
feilles,  in  the  year  1239,  and  1261,  having  made  a 
voyage  into  the  Holy-land^  encouraged  the  Templars 
to  rebuild  the  caftle  oi  Saphet. 

The  above  biiliop  is  faid  to  have  laid  the  firft 
ftone,  and  to  have  animated  the  workmen  by  a  fpi- 
rited  oration  ;  and  after  the  fatisfadlion  of  feeing  the 
work  in  a  good  forvvardnefs,  to  have  returned  to  his 
native  country,  leaving  to  this  caftle,  as  to  his  be- 
loved fon,  his  v,'hole  fortune  i  and   laftly   his  blef- 
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Ung  {h).  And  froin  the  annals  of  St.  Martin  de  Li- 
r,?oges^  it  appears  that  this  caftle,  in  the  year  1266. 
fell  again  into  the  hands  of  the  Infidels,  by  the  trea- 
chery of  one  Leo,  a  Syrian  knight,  who  had  then 
the  command  of  it,  and  who  embraced  the  Mahome- 
tan religion,  by  which  means  the  whole  garrifon, 
together  with  the  inhabitants  amounting  to  three 
thoufand,  were  all  formally  beheaded,  though  the  In- 
fidels had  promifed  him  upon  oath,  that  they  fhould 
enjoy  their  lives  and  liberties. 

.  We  vifited  a  cave  at  Sapbet,  held  in  great  venera- 
tion by  the  Turks,  who  call  it  Jacob's  cave,  pretend- 
ing that  the  patriarch  and  his  family  lived  there  when 
he  received  the  account  of  his  fon  Jofeph's  death  ; 
which,  according  to  them,  he  lamented  with  fuch 
floods  of  tears,  as  to  waih  holes  in  the  rock ;  and  a 
generous  mind  cannot  help  being  affefted  at  the  ili- 
perftitious  reverence,  the  Turks  nov/  pay  to  thcfe 
holes.  No  Jev/  is  fuffered  to  approach  this  facred 
cave,  and  it  is  v/ith  great  difriculty,  that  Chriftians 
here  called  Nazareens  can  obtain  this  favour.  It  is 
iituated  in  a  fmall  hill  or  eminence  within  the  town 
itfelf,  and  to  which  you  afcend  by  fteps  terminating 
in  a  fmall  garden,  planted  with  trees,  under  v/hole 
fhadow  is  a  Turkidi  Oratory :  here  are  alfo  feveraj 
fepulchres ;  and  in  the  front  of  the  Oratory  a  cave 
hewn  out  of  the  rock,  containing  eleven  or  twelve 
grottos,  fituated  in  two  rows  over  each  other,  and 
in  which,  as  they  pretend,  Jacob  and  his  family  lived; 
but  that  belonging  to  Jacob  himielf,  is  as  large  again 
as  any  of  the  others.  We  alfo  fiv/  here  a  large  tomb, 
covered  with  Silks  of  feveral  colours,  and  containing 
according  to  the  Turks,  the  body  of  Judali.  The 
whole  is  inclofed  with  a  wall,  and  near  it,  in  a  friall 
houfe,  lives  a  Turkifli  Santon. 

(/')  Journ  dcs  Scav.  Fel^.  1714. 
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The  next  place  that  engaged  our  attention  was 
the  citaelel,  which  is  the  greateft  objefl  of  curiofity 
in  Saphct,  and  generally  ronfidered  as  one  of  the 
nioft  ancient  ftructures  remaining  in  this  country  ; 
though  at  prefent  it  is  in  fo  ruinous  a  condition,  that 
its  ancient  figure  can  fcarcely  be  determined.  It 
ftands  on  the  fummit  of  a  mountain,  round  which 
the  city  is  built,  and  was  formerly  a  very  ftrong  for- 
tification ;  as  fufficiently  appears  from  the  multitude 
of  ruins,  and  the  largenefs  of  its  circuit,  which  ex- 
tends near  a  mile  and  a  half. 

In  order  to  form  fomething  of  an  idea  of  this  for- 
tification in  its  prefent  flate,  imagine  a  lofty  miOun- 
tain,  and  on  its  fummit  a  round  caftle  with  walls  of 
an  incredible  thicknefs,  with  a  corridor,  or  covered 
palTage.  extending  round  the  walls,  and  afcended  by 
a  winding  flair-cafe.  The  thicknefs  of  the  wall  and 
the  corridor  together  was  twenty  of  my  paces.  The 
whole  was  of  hewn  flone,  and  fome  of  them  eight  or 
nine  fpans  in  length.  The  inner  part  of  the  caftle 
was  in  fom.e  meafure  entire,  and  confifted  of  an  hexa- 
gonical  room,  the  terras  roof  of  which  is  fupported 
by  fix  arches,  and  lighted  from  an  opening  in  the 
roof.  Near  this  caftle  we  alfo  faw  the  iT.ins  of  feve- 
ral  cifterns,  and  other  buildings,  but  nov/  hardly  di- 
ftinguifhable. 

This  caftle  was  anciently  furrounded  with  ftupen- 
dious  works,  as  appears  from  the  remains  of  two 
moats  lined  with  free-ftone,  feveral  fragments  of 
walls,  bulwarks,  towers,  &c.  all  very  folidand  ftrono-- 
ly  built ;  and  belov/  thefe  moats  other  maffive  works, 
having  corridors  round  them,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  caftle.  So  that  any  perfon,  on  furveying  thefe 
fortifications,  may  wonder  how  fo  ftrong  a  foitrels 
could  ever  be  taken,  by  the  ancient  merhod  of  be- 
fieging  places.  Tradition  tells  us,  that  the  caftle  of 
Si:pbei  \\a.s  taken  by   ftratagem,  a  number  of  camcis 
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being  fent,  as  the  befieged  imagined,  with  provifions, 
but  were  in  reaUty  loaded  with  Ibldiers. 

But  what  belt  merits  the  greatell  attention  of  the 
traveller,  is  a  large  flrudure  of  free-ftone,  in  the  form 
of  a  cupola  or  dome.  The  ftones,  which  are  almoft 
white,  are  of  aftonilhing  magnitude,  Ibme  being 
twelve  ipans  in  length,  and  five  in  thicknefs.  The 
infide  is  full  of  niches  for  placing  ftatues,  and  near 
each  a  fmall  cell.  An  open  colonade  extends  quite 
round  the  building,  and,  like  the  reft  of  the  ftruc- 
ture,  very  maffive  and  compa(5t.  We  afcended  to 
the  top  of  the  dome,  and  there  found  fome  traces  of 
another  building,  which  had  been  eredled  on  it.  And 
from  hence  we  had  the  fineft  profpedl  that  can  be  ima- 
gined, extending  over  the  city  of  Saphet^  and  the 
circumjacent  places,  which  are  very  numerous,  all 
the  fides  of  the  mountains  being  full  of  villages  and 
hamlets,  and  fuppofed  once  to  have  made  a  part  of 
the  city  of  Saphct,  which  is  at  prefent  almoft  in  ruins, 
and  every  where  without  walls.  But  what  greatly 
increafes  the  beauty  of  the  profpect,  is,  that  the 
adjacent  country  is  every  where  very  well  culti- 
vated. 

Towards  the  fouth  is  a  moft  enchanting  profpe(5l 
over  the  lake  or  fea  of  Tiberias.  We  even  imagined 
we  could  here  lee  the  extremity  of  it,  and  diftinguilh 
the  place  where  the  Jordan  iflues  from  it ;  we  had  alfo 
a  fio-ht  of  mount  Tabor^  the  mountains  of  Carmel  and 
Lebayion^  together  with  the  large  plain  oi  Efdraelon,  the 
profpect  being  terminated  with  the  mountains  which 
bound  that  plain.  But,  if  the  profped:  over  the  lake 
of  Tiberias  be  pleafant,  it  is  alfo  very  illufive  ;  though 
the  water  appears  not  to  be  a  mile  diftant :  but  a  tra- 
veller will  find  it  difficult  to  reach  the  banks  in  four 
hours. 

There  is  the  fame  dcceptio  vifus  with  regard  to  a 
certain  village  called  Haitin,  fituated  between  Saphet 
and  mount  T'abor  -,  and  where  is  ftiewn,  with  grea  t 
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confidence,  the  grave  of  Mofes's  father-in-law.  It 
appears  to  be  hardly  a  ftone's  caft,  and  yet  the  real 
diitance  is  three  long  hours.  ■  Here  you  alfo  fee,  near 
the  lake  of  'fiberias^  the  mountain  which  the  Catho- 
lics call  Mons  Bcatittidinis^  where  our  Saviour  deli- 
vered his  well-known  fermon.  The  Mahometans 
however  tell  us,  that  this  hill  was  once  the  fite  of  a 
confiderable  town  called  Eika ;  adding,  that  the 
above-mentioned  Jethro,  whom  they  confidcr  as  a 
prophet,  vv'as  fent  to  that  place  ;  but  that  the  inhabi- 
tants refufed  to  liften  to  his  admonitions,  or  forfake 
their  evil  courfes,  one  of  which  was,  their  ufing  diffe- 
rent meafures  in  buying  and  felling,  and  therefore 
God,  to  punifh  them,  over-threw  the  city. 

In  our  defcent  from  the  caftle,  we  faw  ruins  in  al- 
moft  every  place,  and  the  veftiges  of  the  labours  of 
fome  who  had  been  feeliing  for  treafures.  We  alio 
faw,  that  this  part  of  the  mountain  was  covered  with 
vineyards,  producing  a  very  beauiiful  and  delicious 
grape  ;  and  accordingly  the  wine  at  Snphet  is  good, 
but  would  be  excellent,  did  the  Jews,  who  are  the 
makers  of  it,  underftand  their  bufinefs. 

The  inhabitants  of  Saphet^  which  they  pretend  is 
the  birth-place  of  Queen  Either,  have  little  to  ap- 
prehend from  the  inroads  of  the  Arabians,  as  it- 
Hands  on  a  mountain.  It  was  formerly  the  refi- 
dence  of  a  Pafcha  •,  and  thence  the  adjacent  country 
is  ftill  called  the  diftrid:  of  Sapket^  though  it  is  at  pre- 
fent  under  the  government  of  the  Pafcha  of  Seyde,  and 
the  tou  n  itfelf  governed  by  a  Sheik,  who,  as  it  were, 
farms  the  duties  and  privileges,  paying  part  of  the 
produce  to  the  Pafcha. 

The  :[\Toi  Sapbct^  from  its  high  fituation,  is  very 
pure  and  healthy,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  frelh  and 
cool,  that  the  hears,  which,  during  the  fummer  are 
very  great  in  the  adjacent  country,  are  here  hardly 
fek,  a.  gentle  breeze  continually  refreiliing  the  air. 
And  this  v/as  the  reafon  why  anciently  the  royal  chil- 
dren 
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dren  were  often  fent  from  Damafcus  hither,  efpecially 
in  fummer,  or  when  out  of  order.  The  fruits  ahb  are 
remarkably  good,  efpecially  the  grapes  and  figs.  Here 
are  alfo  great  numbers  of  lemon  trees  •,  for,  at  the  foot 
of  the  mountains  are  feveral  fertile  valleys  laid  out 
into  gardens  ;  and  the  whole  country  is  naturally  fer- 
tile, and  abounds  with  fprings.  Here  is  alfo  a  large 
aquedu6l,  which  conveys  the  rain-water  from  one 
place  to  another. 

SAPHE'T  has  at  prefent  no  Chriftian  families 
among  its  inhabitants,  v/hich  feems  the  more  remark- 
able, as  in  other  places,  on  both  fides  of  the  Jordan^ 
great  numbers  of  Chriftians  are  to  be  found,  and  of- 
ten Vvhole  villages  of  them,  but  of  the  Greek  church  ; 
though  they  at  prefent  underftand  only  the  Arabick, 
and  are  under  the  Patriarch  of  Antioch^  who  refides 
at  Damafcus.  But  of  jews,  as  I  have  already  obfer- 
ved,  here  is  ftill  a  remnant ;  and  we  were  affured, 
that  about  a  century  ago,  the  number  of  Jews  fettled 
here,  was  not  lefs  than  twelve  thoufand. 

Having  vifited  every  thing  worthy  notice  here, 
we  again  fet  out  for  St.  John  d^Acri ;  though  by  a 
different  and  much  fhorter  way,  namely,  along  the 
mountains,  which,  in  mod  parts,  were  planted  v/ith 
fmall  oaks.  We  faw  great  numbers  of  partridges 
here,  fome  of  which  we  killed,  together  with  a  deer. 
In  the  evening  we  came  to  a  village  called  Semohaatte, 
and  repaired  to  the  Sheik's  houfe,  where  we  were 
fumptuoully  entertained,  he  being  one  of  the  richeft 
in  the  v/hole  country.  After  our  repafh  he  took  us 
with  him  into  the  village,  that  we  might  have  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  their  rejoicings  at  a  wedding.  Here 
we  found,  in  a  booth  furrounded  with  vineyards,  a 
multitude  of  people  fmoaking  and  drinking  coffee, 
and  attentively  viewing  two  men  dancing  with  naked 
fabres  in  their  hands  ;  and  it  muft  be  owned,  that 
their  adroitnefs  and  agility  were  very  extraordinary. 
Thefe   were  fucceeded  by  two  young   men,  drcffed 
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like  proflitutes,  and  two  old  men  In  a  very  ridiculous 
garb,  who  attended  them  like  merry-andrews,  Thefe 
youth  danced  with  two  lighted  torches  in  their  hands ; 
and,  tho'  fom.e  of  their  gellures  v.ere  not  the  moil 
decent,  tliey  fliev/ed  they  were  very  expert  in  their 
profefTion  \  and  the  celerity  of  their  motions,  and  their 
adroitnefs  in  brandiiliing  their  torches,  were  very 
fmgular.  At  laft  they  came  and  danced  before  us, 
with  their  indecent  geftures,  hoping  to  procure  fome- 
thing  from  us  \  continually  repeating  what  others  had 
given  them,  that  the  fpeilators  might  be  liberal  in 
their  gifts,  from  a  motive  of  ambition.  The  mufic 
confilted  wholly  of  drums  and  flutes,  and  without 
any  variety  in  the  tunes.  The  women,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  country,  fat  on  a  terrafe,  feparate 
from  the  men. 

1'h£  next  m.orning,  after  m.aking  generous  returns 
to  our  friendly  Sheik,  we  continued  our  journey  along 
the  mountains,  and  in  an  hour  cam.e  to  a  village  called 
Tirfcheka,  where  the  Sheik  infilled  on  cur  breakfail- 
ing  with  him.  He  had  at  that  time  at  his  houfe  a 
certain  Emir,  which,  among  the  Arabians,  is  a  per- 
fon  of  great  dhlindion  j  but  this  man  had  loft  great 
part  of  his  power,  and  had  few  fubjedls. 

Continuing  our  journey  along  a  difficult  road, 
thro'  the  defiles  of  the  mountains,  we  at  laft  had  the 
pleafure  of  reaching  a  plain,  where  v/e  baited  near  a 
Ipring  of  freili  water.  This  plain  is  aifo  watered  by 
many  rivulets,  which  drive  feveral  corn-mills.  Here 
we  made  an  elegant  repail  on  goat's  milk,  bread  and 
coffee  ;  and  as  our  meal  was  light,  we  bathed  our- 
felves  in  a  cifcern,  about  a  hundred  paces  diftant,  and 
iiirrounded  with  a  wall  above  twelve  feet  high.  This 
is  alio  fpring  water,  which  is  difcharged  by  means  of 
a  conduit  into  one  of  the  above  rivulets. 

Instead  of  taking  the  direft  road  to  6"/.  John 
d^Acri^  we  amufed  ourfelves  inhuntingfnipes,  a  bird 
delighting  greatly  in  watry  places.     This  fport,  if  the 
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company  be  numerous,  may  be  performed  on  horle- 
back,  as  they  are  then  never  fufFered  to  reft,  till  they 
are  fo  tired  that  you  may  almoft  take  them  in  your 
hand.  From  hence  we  turned  off  on  the  left  hand  to 
the  fea-fide,  from  whence,  in  the  evening,  we  fafely 
reached  St.  John  d'Jcri. 

Here  we  were  informed,  that  the  Kiaja  of  the 
Pafcha,  who  commands  at  (S/.  Jo<&;^  d'Acri^  had  fent 
out  a  party  of  his  men  to  arreft  the  Sheik  of  a  neigh- 
bouring village  called  Mejera^  for  not  complying 
with  his  demands,  and  mal-treating  his  mefiengers. 
The  Sheik,  it  feems,  inftead  of  furrendering,  defend- 
ed him.felf  bravely,  and  wounded  feveral  Turks,  till, 
being  himfelf  wounded  in  the  flioulders  and  thighs, 
he  was,  with  feveral  of  his  people,  taken  prifoners, 
three  of  whom  were  immediately  hanged  up  in  the 
ftreets  of  St.  John  (Tylcri^  without  any  trial. 

The  Sheik  was  left  in  the  agony  of  his  wounds  be- 
fore the  caftle,  thinking  it  unnecefiary  to  bind  him  -, 
and  round  him  ftood  fix  or  eight  of  his  adherents  in 
fetters,  orders  being  expected  from  the  Pafcha  how  to 
difpofe  of  them.  In  the  mean  time  money  v/as  liberally 
diftributed  among  thofe  who  had  diftinguifned  them- 
lelves  in  this  expedition  •,  a  gallant  behaviour  in  this 
country  never  wanting  cncouragem.ent,  and  rebellion 
aginft  fuperior  powers  foon  receives  its  punifhment. 

An  opportunity  offering  here,  of  going  to  Egypt 
in  a  French  vefiel  v/hich  was  to  touch  at  Damicta,  we- 
readily  embraced  it  -,  accordingly  we  parted  from  the 
Smyrna  gentlem.en,  but  not  without  great  concern  on 
both  fides.  I  fhall  therefore  conclude  my  obferva- 
tions  on  the  Hciy  Land  with  this  obfervation,  that  of 
the  four  countries,  Galilee,  Samaria,  Pakjline,  and  Ju- 
dea,  into  which  it  is  generally  divided,  Galilee  is  the 
moft  pleafant  and  fertile-,  Samaria  is  little  inferior  to 
it,  except  in  the  mountainous  parts,  and  that,  in  ge- 
neral, wants  cultivation.  Pale/tine,  on  the  contrary,  has 
few  or  no  mountains,  being  plain  and  level ;  but  has 
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fcarce  a  tree,  very  little  water,  and  the  foil  extreme- 
ly landy.  Judea  is  full  of  mountains,  and  the  val- 
leys betv/een  them  barren,  uncultivated,  and  difa- 
sreeable. 


C  H  A  P.     IV. 

Voyage  to  Egypt  •  arrival  at  Damicta ;  with  an 
account  cf  Maujhiira,  Bulack,  and  Grand  Cairo  ; 
a7id  Jome  objh'vatiom  on  the  Beys.  The  adve?i- 
tares  cf  Circas  Bey. 

AMIETA  is  the  firil  place  in  Egypt,  and 
about  300  miles  from  St.  John  d'Acri.  We 
were  about  five  days  on  our  paffage,  but  could  eafily 
have  performed  it  in  three,  had  our  fhip  been 
properly  laden  ;  but  fhe  was  quite  the  contrary  ;  for 
at  the  bottom  of  the  hold  was  cotton,  and  on  that 
wood  and  tobacco,  {o  that  it  was  impofTible  to  turn 
to  windward  ;  for,  on  the  ieaft  blaft  fhe  fell  on  her 
fide,  fo  that  when  the  wind  blew  frelh  in  the  evening, 
we  were  obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor. 

In  this  paffage  v/e  fpoke  with  a  Maltefe  galley, 
fome  of  which  are  always  cruifmg  in  thefe  feas,  and 
take  many  valuable  prizes.  The  commander  told 
us,  it  would  be  advifeable  to  keep  our  lead  going, 
and  we  accordingly  took  his  advice. 

On  b  night  hov/ever  our  rudder  touched  a  fand- 
bank,  but  no  damage  happened  to  the  Jfhip.  On 
the  third  day  we  perceived  the  colour  of  the  lea  to  be 
altered,  from  a  mixture  of  the  Nile  water,  being 
lurbid,  and  of  a  brownilh  call. 

In  the  morning  of  the  fifth,  the  captain  lent  his 
boat  on  fhore  for  fonie  germes.  Thefe  are  large  flat- 
bottom'd  boats,  ufed  in  carrying  alhore  goods  and 
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pafiengers  out  of  fhips,  which  they  alib  tow  up  into 
the  road.  That  evening  we  came  to  an  anch-or  about 
fix  miles  from  the  road,  in  four  fathom  water ;  and 
on  the  fixth,  the  germes  came  along-fide,  and 
brought  our  fhip  into  the  road.  As  foon  as  the  fhip 
was  lafely  at  an  anchor,  we  went  on  fhore  in  one  of 
the  flat-bottom 'd  boats. 

This  road  hes  about  four  miiies  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Nile  -,  and  the  fliips  in  winter-time  ride  ten 
miles  from  this  mouth  ;  though  at  the  time  of  the 
inundation  of  the  Ntle^  they  may  anchor  clcfe  to 
it,  where,  by  the  mud  which  the  Nile  fweeps.  away 
with  it,  they  are  inclofed  as  in  a  bay,  and  fecured 
from  tlie  rage  of  the  fea,  and  other  inconvenien- 
cies.  For  the  water  of  the  Nile  difcharging  itfelf 
into  the  lea,  caufcs  a  violent  collifion,  efpecially^ 
when  a  ilrong  wind  blows  in  from  tlie  fea  againft  the 
current  of  the  river  ;  and  in  fuch  weather,  there  are 
many  inftances  of  vefTels  being  loft  here.  But  it  was 
our  o-ood  fortune  to  have  a  remarkable  fine  feafon, 
and  lio-ht  winds  ;  fo  that  we  eafily  pafied  this  branch 
of  the  river.  The  diftance  between  this  mouth  of 
the  Nile  and  Damieta  is  reckoned  ten  miles. 

This  branch  of  the  celebrated  Nile  we  entered  be- 
tween two  caftles,  which  are  in  fo  very  indifferent  a 
ftate  of  defence,  that  coriairs  often  carry  oil  fmali 
vefTels  at  anchor  under  their  walls.  We  next  came 
to  Hisl^a,  a  village  on  the  left  Ihore  of  this  branch  of 
the  Nile,  and  having  a  cuftom-houfe.  Here  winged 
kind  of  courriers  are  much  in  ufe  j  a  letter  bsing 
fattened  to  the  leg  of  a  pigeon,  the  bird  was  thrown 
up,  and  immediately  flew  to  Damicla,  carrying  the 
tidings  that  a  French  vefTel  was  arrived ;  and  it  is 
computed,  that  a  pigeon  performs  this  journey  in 
one  day,  which  an  alert  man  on  foot  could  hardly 
perform  in  fix.  This  method  of  conveyance  is  of 
long  Handing,  being  mentioned  by  Pliny,  lib.  x. 
cap.  xxxvii. 
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The  proceedings  of  the  cuftom-houfe  here  are 
very  different  from  thofe  of  Europe.  For  a  Greek, 
who  had  concealed  fome  pieces  of  cotton  by  wrapping 
them  about  his  body,  was  dete6led  by  the  officer ; 
but,  on  paying  the  ufual  duties,  he  was  fuffered  to 
<iepart  without  any  moleftation  •,  whereas  with  us, 
befides  forfeiting  the  goods,  he  would  have  been 
taught,  by  a  heavy  fine,  not  again  to  have  attempted 
defrauding  the  public  revenue,  without  which  no  go- 
vernment can  fubfift.  To  land  goods  clandeftinely 
Avhich  are  fubjeft  to  duties,  is  here  indeed  looked  up- 
on as  no  more  than  a  piece  of  addrefs. 

In  our  coafting  up  the  Nile,  it  was  highly  delight- 
ful to  fee  the  fliores  on  both  fides  covered  with  the 
moil  beautiful  verdure,  being  fowed  with  rice,  and 
variegated  with  plantations  of  palm-trees.  The  land 
on  both  fides  being  lo^v  and  fiat,  and  both  margins  of 
the  river  covered  with  paftures  and  gardens,  excited  in 
us  the  pleafing  idea  of  our  native  country  •,  and 
thefe  pleafing  profpecls  continued  till  we  arrived  at 
Damieta. 

On  our  arrival  we  immediately  made  ufe  of  a  let- 
ter, with  which  the  Englifli  Conful  at  Cyprus  had  fa- 
voured us,  to  a  merchant  here  of  the  name  of  Fach ; 
on  which,  not  long  after,  the  gentleman  fent  a  rene- 
gado  Jew,  who  was  his  fadtor,  and  took  care  of  his 
affairs.  He  exprefled  his  furprize,  that  we  had  not 
-previoufly  apprized  him  of  our  coming  by  letter,  as 
we  mjght  have  been  liable  to  very  great  inconvenien- 
ces ;  for  had  we  loll  or  miflaid  our  letter,  we  could 
not  have  appealed  to  any  one,  and  from  thence  might 
have  m.et  with  a  great  deal  of  ill  treatment.  But  we 
t^ld  him  we  had  notliing  of  that  kind  to  fear,  being 
furnifhed  with  a  firiTjan  trom  the  Grand  Signior  ;  and 
we  were  fcon  conviiiced  of  the  benefit  of  this  firman  ; 
for  the  receiver  of  the  ufual  charatz,  or  head-money, 
from  the  Chridians  and  Jews,  required  it  of  us  alio  ; 
i)ut  we  peremptory y  refufed  payment,  tho'   by  the 
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advice  of  a  Jew,  who  every  where  accompanied  us, 
and  pretended  that  he  was  often  ferviceable  to  us^  we 
complied  fo  far  as  to  pay  the  tax  for  our  Armenian 
fervc^nt  This  Jew  greatly  impofed  upon  us,  and 
we  paid  for  feveral  things  which  would  otherwife  have 
coft  us  nothing  •,  and  this  taught  us  to  decline  al] 
further  offers  of  fervice  from  him. 

We  were  farther  affured,  that  by  walking  about 
the  town,  we  fliould  unavoidably  expofe  ourlelves  to 
manyinfults  •,  but  we  foon  difcovercd  this  to  be  only 
an  artifice  of  the  Maronite  Chriflians,  and  particular- 
ly of  the  merchant  to  whom  we  had  been  recommend- 
ed -,  tho'  I  dare  fay  the  Englifli  Conful  intended  to 
do  us  fervice.  Their  intention  is  to  deter  the  Franks 
from  coming  hither,  that  they  may  ingrofs  the  \\;hole 
trade  to  themlelves ;  and  they  do  all  in  their  power 
to  perfuade  the  Turks  net  to  iliifer  any  Frank  to  live 
here  -,  as  the  cafe  was  formerly, v;hen  there  w  as  a  French 
Vice-conilil  .  here,  •  but  fent  away  in  a  very  fcanda- 
lous  m.anner.  For. the  Turkifliand  Greek  iailors  ob~ 
ferving  that  the  whole  coaft-trade  was  carried  on  by  vef- 
fels  belonsinir  to  the  French,  who  were  fole  owners  of 
the  dock,  they  applied  themlelves  to  the  chief  of  the 
Dervifes-,  knov/ing  that  he  owed  the  French  Vice- 
conful  a  grudge,  for  iniulting  one  of  his  m^onks. 
Accordingly  this  religious  inlligated  the  populous 
againft  the  French,  and  they  in  the  fury  killed  fever 
raJ  of  them,  plundered  their  houfes,  and  drove 
them,  together  with  their  vice-conful,  out  of  the 
city. 

In  the  mean  tim.e  v;e  found  that  the  accounts  re- 
lating to  our  fafety  v/ere  utterly  falfe,  for  we  freely 
vifited  every  part  of  the  town,  and  the  Turks  were 
fo  far  from  infulting  us, '  that  they  fliewed  us  all  kind 
of  civilities.  Some,  thinking  v/e  were  phyficians, 
defired  us  to  feel  their  pulfe  •,  and  we  did  not  endea- 
vour to  corre<5^  their  miftake,  but  afked  them  feveral 
queftionS,  and  gave  them  fuch  advice  as  v/e  were  fure 
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could  do  them  no  harm.  We  were  even  carried  to 
the  houie  of  the  Aga  of  the  Janizaries,  who  was  af- 
fii(fled  with  a  cutaneous  diforder  in  his  arms  and  leo-s. 

o 

To  this  illuftrious  patient  our  advice  was,  to  abftain 
from  all  hot  and  inflammable  liquors. 

The  town  oi  Damieta  is  by  fome  thought  to  be 
the  ancient  Peluftum  -,  and  according  to  fome  hiftori- 
ans,  was,  in  one  of  the  croifades,  taken  by  a  body 
of  our  countrymen.  Some  fay,  that  Damieta  is  twice 
as  large  as  MarfeiUes  -,  but  it  is  certainly  equal  to  Rot'^ 
terdam.  It  is  handibmely  built,  and  has  a  great  ma- 
ny fpacious  kanes,  or  manfions  for  merchants,  and 
magazines  for  goods,  and  mofques,  whole  mina- 
rets, give  the  town  a  grand  appearance.  The  houfes 
are  all  of  brick,  have  feveral  llories,  and  are  more 
fightly  than  thofe  of  Conjlantinopk. 

This  city  lies  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Niky  and  its 
chief  trade  confifts  in  rice,  wheat,  and  coffee,  which 
the  Franks,  however,  are  not  fuifered  to  export. 
Its  commerce  renders  it  populous,  and  there  is  fome- 
thing  very  pleafmg  in  the  great  number  of  fmall  vef- 
fels,  which  are  continually  coming  in  and  going  out. 
Here  is  alfo  a  handlbme  and  fpacious  bazar,  or  mar- 
ket, where  all  the  neceffaries  of  life  are  fold  very  rea- 
fonable,  except  flefh,  vvhich  is  dear. 

D A MIE^ A  h  gOYtvntd  by  a  Douannier  aga, 
or  collector  of  the  cuftoms,  a  captain  of  the  Janiza- 
ries, a  cadi  or  civil  judge,  and  a  foubafci  or  fherilK 
Its  inhabitants,  however,  are  looked  upon  as  rude 
and  milchievous,  elpecially  towards  Franks  -,  tho'  it 
was  our  good  Ibttune  to  experience  nothing  of  it. 
As  there  is  at  prefent  no  Conful  here,  all  Franks  that 
■come  hither  are  without  protedion  j  and  thus  mo- 
iellations,  oppi-eilions,  frauds,  infults,  and  even  cruel- 
ties towards  them,  go  unpuniihed ;  a  fad  inftance  of 
which  we  we'  e  informed  happened  not  long  iince,  in 
the  cafe  of  an  Engiifa  fea  captain,  a  perfon  defcended 
from   a  good  family,    had  great  merits  and  com- 
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manded  a  iarcje  rr.erchant-fhip.  This  crentleinan  en* 
tering  the  town  in  an  Englifli  drefs,  was  i'nnn:iediateiy 
torn  to  pieces  by  the  populace  ;  and  it  has  happened 
more  than  once,  that  even  a  firman  from  the  Grand 
Signior  has  not  been  fufRcient  to  preferve  the  bearer 
of  it  from  fuch  barbarity.  Inftances  of  this  fort 
ferved  to  make  us  heartily  thankful  for  our  good 
fortune. 

In  the  evening  Mr.  Fach,  to  whom  we  were  re- 
commended by  the  Englifh  Conful,  favoured  us 
with  a  vifit ;  and  made  a  thoufand  excufes  for  not 
coming  fconer  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  gave  us  to  un- 
derltand,  that  we  were  unfortunately  in  a  country 
v/here  friendfliip  could  not  exert  itfelf,  and  that  great 
circumfpe6bion  muft  be  ufed  to  avoid  raifmg  lufpi- 
cions  in  the  Turks :  A  matter,  indeed,  that  his  bro- 
ther, whom  we  had  met  at  the  hifba,  or  cuftom-houfe 
of  Damieta^  had  beicre  apprized  us  of.  He  alfo  ac- 
quainted us,  that  he  had  fometim,e  fince  requefted  of 
the  father-guardian  of  the  Holy  Laid,  never  to  fend 
hither  any  m.ore  ecclefiaftics,  as  they  would  be  in  the 
utmoft  danger  of  lofing  their  lives*  But  thefe  were 
fubterfuges,  to  extricate  himfelf  from  difficuliies 
which  would  have  attended  him,  as  procurator  of  the 
Holy  Land  \  and  to  free  himfelf  from  the  trouble  of 
entertaining  Franks ;  tho'  he  might  do  this  without 
any  great  difhculty,  as  living  in  the  convent  formerly 
belonging  to  the  Franks. 

After  fpending  ibme  days  at  Damieta,  we  hired 
a  velTel  to  carry  us  up  the  AVVV  to  Grand  Cairo.  She 
was  about  the  fjze  ot  a  middling  tartan,  cariicd  two 
mafls,  and  the  fame  Rumber  cf  fails.  All  thefe  vef- 
fels  are  fiat-bottom.'d,  in  order  to  pafs  the  fiats  j  and 
ours  being  v/ithout  a  deck,  we  Ipread  an  awning 
over  our  apartmjcnt,  and  found  it  of  great  ufe  in  the 
pafTage,  to  deiend  us  ircm.  the  heats  of  the  day,  and 
the  dews  of  the  nights.  Every  afternoon  we  had  a 
j^air  wind  ior  carrying  us  up  the  Nile. 

As 
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A  s  the  turnings  of  this  river  are  very  frequent, 
and  the  fail  continually  to  be  attended,  the  boatmen 
often  leap  into  the  river  and  fwim  on  fhore  with  a 
rope  in  their  hand,  and  tow  the  vefTel  up.  Sailing  up 
this  liver  is  extremely  pleafant,  efpecially  when  the 
wind  is  fair,  as  the  whole  country  is  very  level,  the 
meadows  full  of  cattle,  and  the  banks  of  the  river  de- 
corated with  palm-trees  •,  the  whole  forming  a  moft 
agreeable  landfcape,  interfperfed  with  innumerable 
towns  and  villages  •,  moft  of  them,  indeed,  confift- 
ing  of  fmall  houfes  of  mud,  and  inhabited  only  by 
wretched  peafants.  The  eye  is,  however,  greatly 
delighted  with  this  variety  of  objedls,  which  has  a 
fine  efFe<5l.  Nor  is  there  a  village,  however  fmall 
and  mean,  without  its  Kaimakan,  or  governor,  who 
is  invefted  vvith  the  fuprcme  authority,  but  accounta- 
ble to  the  lord  or  proprietor. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  mention  the  names  of  all  the 
towns  and  villages  we  pafTed  by ;  fome  of  them  were 
pretty  large,  and,  at  a  diftance,  made  no  contempti- 
ble appearance,  having  feveral  mofques  with  their 
minarets.  I  was  informed  that  on  the  weft  fide, 
their  number  exceeded  three  hundred  ;  and,  that 
on  the  eaftern  fide  there  were  no  lefs  than  eight 
hundred. 

Sometimes  we  went  on  Hiore  to  the  towns  and 
villages,  where  we  generally  found  the  people  dan- 
cing, tho'  the  ground,  being  Tandy,  was  fo  hot  as  to 
give  us  confiderable  pain  ;  hence  the  cuftom  of  the 
inhabitants  wearing  few  cloaths,  and  the  children  of 
both  fexes  going  naked  till  their  leventh  or  eighth 
year.  And  even  after  they  arrive  at  that  age,  the 
faces  of  the  girls  are  more  carefully  covered  than  any 
other  parts  of  their  bodies  ;  but  the  boys  go  naked 
much  longer,  probably  till  they  arrive  at  the  age  of 
manhood,  and  then  wear  only  a  blue  linen  Ihirt, 
which,  upon  going  into  the  water,  for  they  are  all 
expert  fmirr.mers,  is  pulled  off,    and  bound  about  , 

their 
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their  heads ;  as  I  have  frequently  feen.  Hence  may 
eafily  be  conceived  how  fwarthy  and  fun-burnt  muft 
their  complexions  be :  I  muft  own,  they  are  the 
moft  difagreeabie  fpecies  of  mortals  I  ever  be- 
held. 

On  tie  banks  of  the  river  are  many  wheels  with 
large  buckets  failened  to  them,  and  turned  by  oxen, 
for  drawing  water,  which  they  empty  into  refervoirs, 
from  whence  it  is  conveyed  by  canals  to  the  planta- 
tions and  gardens,  during  the  dry  feafon  of  the 
year(z).  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  wind-mills 
Would  be  very  ferviceable  here,  as  they  v/ould  fave 
the  labour  of  oxen  -,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
are  now  fupplied  with  water  at  pleaiure  ;  whereas, 
with  thefe  machines  they  muft  wait  for  wind,  which 
is,  indeed,  feldcm  known  to  faih  I  alfo  conceive, 
that  mills  might  be  conilruded  in  fuch  a  'manner  as 
to  be  worked  by  the  water  of  the  Nik^  like  the  famous 
machine  at  Marly ^  and  others  in  different  parts  of  Eu- 
rope. But  the  people  here,  befides  their  ignorance,  are 
fo  tenacious  of  their  old  forms  and  cuftoms,  that 
they  prefer  them  to  any  other,  liowever  advan- 
tageous. 

In  going  up  the  Nile  v/e  m.eet  v/ith  feveral  fmall 
iflands,  but  not  ahvays  in  the  fame  place.  Likewile 
along  the  banks  grow  certain  trees,  having  their 
tops  bent  towards  the  earth,  forming  a  remarkable 
•iliade.  The  fruit  of  thefe  trees  is  a  kind  of  fmall 
fig,  or  rather  plum  v.'ithout  fcone-,  it  is  called 
fegmcys,  and  miay  be  eaten,  but  is  not  very  palata- 
ble. A  certain  ecckfiaftic,  vvho  happened  to  be  with 
us,  gravely  pretended,  that  thefe  trees  were  originally 
erect,  but  formed  this  curvature  thro'  reverence  to 
the  Virgin  Mary,  v/hen  fhe  i-erired  with  the  infant 
Jefus  into  E^ypt.     in  the  villages  above-mentioned 

(.'■)  Exafl  reprefentaticns  of  thefe  rr.ay  be  fecn  arr.orij;  the  nu- 
merous piiijis  with  which  that  curious  voyager,  Capt.  i\'ordcii, 
fcas  enriched  the  accour.i  cf  his  Travch  in  tlicfe  parts, 
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are  large  dovecotes,  formed  of  earth,  or  dried  mud; 
but  very  prettily  built  in  the  form  of  pyramids,  and, 
at  a  diftance,  appear  like  fo  many  fpires.  The  cur- 
rent of  the  Nile  is  fo  gentle,  that  with  a  favourable - 
wind  it  is  hardly  perceived  •,  but  the  nights  are  fo  calm, 
that  vefTels  going  up  the  Nile,  generally  lie  at  anchor 
till  a  breeze  fprings  up. 

I  MUST  not  here  omit  to  obferve,  that  I  faw  no 
rivulets  or  brooks  flowing  from  the  country  into  the 
Nile,  as  is  frequent  in  other  parts.  The  reafon  of 
this  doubtlefs  is  owing  to  the  great  flatnefs  of  the 
country,  there  not  being  a  hill  to  be  feen.  The 
Turks  have  a  particular  veneration  for  this  river,  and 
feldom  name  it  but  with  the  epithet  oi  Nubarek,  the 
bleffed. 

On  the  fecond  day  we  pafTed  by  a  handfome  town 
called  Manfoura,  delightfully  fituated  on  the  eaftern 
Ihore  of  the  Nile,  and  furroundedwith  gardens.  It  is 
nearly  as  large  as  Damieta,  and  we  counted  above  20 
minarets  of  mofques  in  it.  The  houfes,  like  thofe  of 
Damieta,  are  built  with  brick.  Here  St.  Louis,  king 
Qi  France,  having,  in  the  year  1250,  been  defeated 
and  taken  prifoner  by  the  Saracens,  was  confined  j 
and  they  ftill  lliev/  in  the  caftle,  the  place  of  his  im- 
prilbnment.  Whether  the  town  derives  its  name 
from  this  adventure,  I  will  not  prefume  to  determine ; 
Manfoura,  however,  in  the  Arabic  language,  fio-ni- 
fies  conqueror.  From  this  place  we  have  the  befi"  fal- 
ammoniac  -,  and  fome  leagues  up  the  country,  are 
Hill  feen  the  remains  of  a  large  city,  anciently  called 
1'hemaife,  in  Greek  0uf,  where  we  are  told,  there  is 
flill  fubfifting  a  beautiful  marble  temple.  The  coun- 
try neople  alfo  often  find  medals  and  Itones  with  in^ 
Icriudons. 

A  s  v^e  proceeded  higher,  we  found  the  current 
veiy  fnong,  and  pafled  by  feveral  villages  and  ham- 
lets, tile  greateft  part  of  which  were  on  the  weft  fide 
cf  the  Nile.     Every  night  we  came  to  an  anchor,  for 
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reafon  above-mentioned.  We  were  hindered  from 
•reaching  Cairo  the  third  day,  by  a  Hidden  fqualJ  of 
wind,  which  fpht  our  main-fail  from  one  end  to  the 
other  :  but  this  accident  fortunately  happened,  v,  hen 
we  were  juft  before  Chalachan^  a  town  oppofite  the 
branch  of  tht  Nile  running  to  Rofetta. 

While  our  fail  was  mending,  we  went  on  fhore  to 
purchafe  provilions.  The  children  of  both  fexes, 
under  the  age  of  twelve  or  thereabout,  were  quite 
naked  •,  the  men  and  women  wearing  only  a  fliirt,  or 
fhift,  and  a  fhort  mantle  ;  the  fhitts  of  the  women 
exaftly  refembled  facks,  arwl  their  faces,  except  their 
eyes,  were  covered  with  a  veil. 

On  the  fourth  day  we  reached  Bulak,  the  cuflom- 
houfe  of  Cairo,  called  alfo  the  water  cuflom-houfe, 
to  diftinguifh  it  from  that  at  Old  Cairo,  which  is  cal- 
led the  land  cuftom-houfe.  Here  our  trunks  v/ere 
fearched  -,  but,  cut  of  regard  to  our  firman,  very 
flightly. 

BU  L  A  K  IS,  a  pretty  large  place,  and  pleafantly 
fituated  on  the  Nile.  It  has  feveral  large  kanes,  and 
handfome  mofques.  The  air  is  alfo  much  better  than 
at  Cairo  ;  fo  that  it  feems  ftrange  why  the  Franks  did 
not  fettle  here  at  lirft ;  but  at  prefent  a  removal  v;ould 
hardly  be  granted,  without  great  inconveniences,  as 
the  Turkifh  and  Jewifh  merchants  live  at  Cai-rc^ 
and  have  their  v.^arehoufes  in  that  city.  Bcfides  the 
goodnefs  of  the  air,  and  the  pleafanc  vicinity  of  the 
Nilc^  the  Franks  would  here  have  lived  dole  to  the 
cuftom-houfe,  and  the  veffels  might  have  come  up 
to  their  very  doors,  and  confequently  would  have 
faved  the  expences  of  the  land- carriage,  which  is 
now  unavoidable. 

This  place,  like  moil  others  .built  on  the  banks  of 
navigable  rivers,  is  very  long  •,  fo  that  we  were  a  full 
quarter  of  an  hour  in  pafiing  by  it.  The  gate  of  this 
t-own  is  about  a  mile  from  tiiat  of  CairO:>  fo  that  a  row 
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of  houfes  along  this  interval,  v/ould  ccnneft  thefc 
two  places  into  one  vail  city. 

At  Etilak  is  a  certain  kind  of  afles,  always  ready 
for  carrying  men  and  baggage  ;  and  the  hire  of  one 
for  an  hour  is  no  more  than  two  pardas^  or  pence. 
Thefe  afies,  tho'  fmall,  are,  I  believe,  the  lieeteft 
and  moft  fpirited  in  the  whole  world,  trotting  with 
liich  fwiftnefs,  that  few  horfes  can  keep  pace  with 
them;  and  hence  thefe  affes  are  very  juftly  reckoned 
among  the  wonders  of  Egypt.  We  mounted  thefe 
creatures,  and  in  a  very  fliort  time  reached  Cairo. 

We  went  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Moore,  the  Englifh 
Conful  at  Cftiro  ;  and  the  fame  day  paid  a  vifit  to  M. 
Le  Maire,  the  French  Conful,  who  has,  for  at  leafl 
fifty  years  pail,  executed  that  office  in  feveral  parts  of 
the  Levdi't.  At  our  return  to  the  Engiifii  ConfuFs, 
where  we  refided,  we  found  in  the  court  a  very 
beautiful  ollrich,  and  feveral  ante'opes,  a  quadruped, 
refembling  in  fome  manner  a  deer,  and  called  by  the 
Arabians,  algazel.  This  creature  appears  to  be  the 
fircpficeros  of  Egypt,  or  the  dorcas  of  Lik^'a.  It  is 
extremely  fwift,  llender,  and  its  horns  round  and 
taper  to  a  point.  Some  of  thefe  animals  I  alfo  faw 
in  the  villa  Borghefia  at  Rome ;  but  they  were  brought 
from  Barbaiyik). 

I  WAS  alfo  informed  of  a  very  lingular  circum-' 
ftance  related  of  the  ollrich.  This  bird,  it  feems, 
when  brooding  on  her  eggs,  and  near  the  time  of 
hatching,  breaks  four  of  them,  and  placing  them  at 
the  four  corners  of  the  neft,  fuffers  them  to  corrupt, 
and,  by  that  means,  to  produce  a  great  number  of 
fmall  worms,  ferving  for  food  to  the  young  ones,  on 
v./hich  they  live  till  they  are  able  to  provide  for  them- 
felvcs.     On  this  account,  I   fuppofe,    it  is  faid  by 

(/)  Concerning  this  creature,  the  reader  may  confult  the  Tra-> 
veli  of  L'elon,  and  des  0 wvrages^  adopt e%  far  racademk  royaU  des 
/■ieiit,  a-vant  Jqti  retiQWuelltment  en  1669,  /«  410.     and  Journ.  Liter. 
1729,  p.   1. 
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^llan,  that  the  oftrich  feeds  its  young  with  parts 
of  its  eggs,  that  is,  fuch  as  are  corrupted. 

The   day  after  our  arrival  at  CtrarOy  1  found  my- 
felf  very  much  indifpofed  -,  indeed  it  was  the  very 
worft  feafon  of  the  year,    by  reafon  of  a  land-wind, 
which  begins  to  blow  in  April,  and  frequently  lafts  a 
fortnight  without   interniiilion  -,  during  Vvhich   time 
the  heat  is  iniupportable,  and  the  air  extremely  noxi- 
ous.    The  Iheets  of  our  beds  we  found  as  hot  as  if 
heated    by   a    warming-pan.       The    mof.hitos   alfo 
fwarm  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  is  necefiary  to  fpread 
a  kind  of  curtain,  made  of  very  fine  cotton,  or  gauze, 
over  the   bed.     It  is  hkewife  common  in  this  feafon 
for  Cairo t  and  other  parts  of  Egypt ^    to  be  vifited, 
with  the   peftilence,  vvhich  generally  extends  itfelf  as 
far  as  Smyrna  and  the  Hdlefpcnt^  fwceping  away  mul- 
titudes ;  and  were  it  not  tor  vifitations  of  this  kind, 
Cairo  would  be  one  of  the  molt  populous  cities  in  the 
world.     The  overflov/ings  of  tlie  Nile,  however,  ge- 
nerally puts  a  period  to  the  peftilence.     The  inhabi- 
tants are   alfo  afflided  with  fore  eyes,  a  diftemper 
which  few  efcape.     It  is  fuppofed  to  be  owing  to  the 
duft  or  fand,  of  which  large  clouds  feem  fulpended 
in  the  air  over  the  city.     This  fand  is  brought  from 
the  deferts  by  the  land-winds  already  mentioned,  and 
fills  the  whole  atmiofphere,  tho'  1  think  the  nitrous 
■particles,  with  which  the  air  at  this  feafon  abounds, 
may  be  efteemed  a  collateral  caufe  of  this  diforder. 
Herodotus  and  Diodorus  Siculus  mention  this  difor- 
der as  very  common  in  their  time,  and  had  its  pecu- 
liar phyficians,  as   moll  diftempers  then  had.     Let 
me  alfo  by  the  way  oblerve,  that  ruptures  are  very 
frequent  here,  particularly  that  fpecies  called  by  phy- 
ficians, hydrocele.     It  is  very  neceffary  here  to  keep 
the  breaft  always  covered,  as   a  negled;  of  this  will 
certainly  be  followed   by   fome  diieafe  of  that  part. 
Thevenot  has  given  a  pretty  good  account  of  the  dif- 

eafes 


Europe,  the  Holy  Land,   Egypt,  &c.       63 

eafes  of  this   country.     Profper  Alpinus   de  Medic, 
M^pt.  may  alfo  be  confulted  on  that  head. 

Being  happily  recovered  from  my  indifpofition, 
I  did  not  negled:  to  make  ufe  of  a  letter  given  us  by 
the  Englifli  Coniul  at  Cyprus,  to  a  certain  officer  cal- 
led Mohamed  Circas  Bey.  He  received  us  in  a 
very  polite  manner,  and,  according  to  the  cuftom 
of  the  country,  entertained  us  with  coiTee,  fherbet, 
and  perfumes. 

There  are  generally  twenty-four  Beys  at  Cairo^ 
each  prefiding  over  a  certain  track  of  land,  or  num- 
ber of  villages.  They  are  appointed  by  the  Pafcha, 
and  as  their  revenue  is  large,  fo  they  keep  a  court 
like  petty  princes  :  though  they  were  originally  only 
flav^es  brought  from  Orccffia. 

This'  Mohamed  Circas  Bey,  when  a  youth,  was 
purchafed  by  one  Giufep  Bey,  who  had  married  a 
lultana  out  of  the  feraglio  ;  and  his  widow,  after  the 
death  of  her  hufband,  fold  him  for  a  hundred  fe- 
quins  to  Ibrahim  Bey,  who,  by  his  intereil  witli 
the  Pafcha,  procured  this  Mohamed,  with  four  others 
of  his  jQaves,  to  be  made  Beys ;  and  Mohamed,  af- 
ter the  death  of  his  mafler,  married  his  widow. 

He  was,  when  we  law  him,  about  his  forty-fifth 
year,  a  very  perfonable  man,  and  of  an  amiable  beha- 
viour. He  bore  alfo  the  charader  of  a  good  foldier ; 
remarkable  for  refolution  and  intrepidity,  of  v/hich 
he  gave  llhTicient  proofs  in  the  laft  war  againft  the 
Emperor,  when  he  commanded  the  Egyptian  troops, 
and  received  feveral  wounds.  He  has  not,  however, 
been  free  from  adverfity  •,  for,  by  the  combination 
of  fome  Beys  againfl  him,  his  houfe  v/as  fet  on  fire, 
his  goods  confifcated,  and  he  >himfelf  obliged  to  fly 
to  Cyprus,  where  he  was  well  received  by  the  Eng- 
lilh  Coniul,  and  continued  with  him,  till,  his  party 
in  E^pt  beginning  to  recover,  he  determined  to  re- 
turn thither.  What  haftened  this  refolution,  was, 
certain  advice  he  received,  that  the  Grand  Signior 
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was  fending  a  Capigi  Baffi  to  Cyprus,  in  order  to  fetch 
his  head.  This  officer  arrived  while  we  were  at  Cy- 
prus, but  fome  days  after  Mohamed  had  departed  in 
an  Englifh  fhip  whicii  his  good  friend  the  EngHfli 
Conful  had  hired  for  him,  as  v/as  mentioned  in  the 
firft  vohime. 

Since  that  time  his  affairs  have  taken  fo  favoura- 
ble a  turn,  that  he  is  at  prefent  in  high  credit,  and 
governs  a  great  part  of  E%yt>t.  His  efieds  alfo  have 
been  reftored  to  him,  and  feveral  Beys  have  entered 
into  a  compafl  with  him,  for  mutually  aiTifting  each 
other.  His  late  maftcr's  ion,  now  very  young,  but 
of  an  ancient  family,  is  under  his  care  j  and  his 
houfe,  which  was  formerly  burnt  through  private 
malice,  has  been  rebuilt  at  the  public  expence.  Se- 
veral great  events  happened  at  this  time  at  Cairo, 
particularly  a  remarkable  revolution  in  the  govern- 
ment j  but  this  is  not  uncommon  here. 

The  Beys  having  joined  in  a  league,  had  depofed 
the  Pafcha,  and  at  that  time  kept  hnn  as  a  priibner  in 
a  private  houfe.  The  occahon  of  this  dangerous  flep 
was  the  rigour  of  his  adminiftration,  having  already 
caufed  the  heads  of  three  Beys,  and  fome  other  great 
men,  to  be  ftruck  off,  relying  too  much  on  the  intereft 
he  had  at  x\\tPorte,  by  his  wife  being  filler  tojthe Grand 
Signior.  The  prefent  Beys  therefore  began  to  appre- 
hend, that  he  would  ufe  them  in  the  fame  cruel  man- 
ner he  had  done  the  former.  Ctherwife  thf'fe  Beys 
are  generally  at  war  v/ith  one  another,  but  never  are 
in  a  league  of  friendlhip  ,  by  which  they  work  each 
other's  deftruclion,  efpecially  as  they  have  the  Jani- 
zaries againil  them.  It  is,  indeed,  to  thefe  differen- 
ces between  the  Beys,  that  the  Grand  Signior  owes 
his  authority  in  this  country  \  for  his  power  here  is 
much  lefs  than  at  Conjlantinople :  and  fliould  theie. 
Beys  heartily  unite,  they  might  eafily  difpolTefs  the 
Turks,  and  make  themfelves  mafters  of  the  country. 
In  the  mean  time  the  Beys  enjoy  great  privileges  in 
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the  city,  and  among  others,  if  a  Frank  riding  on  an  afs 
happens  to  meet  one  of  thefe  Beys,  he  muft  alight. 
The  fime  honour  is  alfo  paid  to  a  Conful,  who  is 
confidered  of  equal  rank  with  a  Bey,  and  rides  alfo 
on  horfe-back  thro'  the  city.  Whereas  a  private 
Frank,  or  even  a  Turk,  unlcfs  he  belongs  to  a  Bey's 
court,  or  is  invefted  with  fome  principal  employment, 
mull  be  contented  with  an  afs.  The  afs,  however, 
except  in  appearance,  is  much  better  for  travelling 
than  the  horfe. 


C  H  A  P.     V. 

Account  of  Grand Ca'iro^  the  caftle^  y^fep^^^^  iveliy 
and  hall,  Egyptian  gardens,  and  ov:ns  for 
hatching  chicken ;  with  fome  obfer  vat  ions  on 
the  Coptis. 

TH  E  city  of  Grand  Cairo  is  known  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  country,  by  the  name  oi  Mifr, 
which  the  Greeks  have  alfo  adopted  into  their  lan- 
guage, calling  it  to  Mio-/^<,  which  is  well  known  to 
be  derived  from  the  Flebrew  word  Mijrahn,  and,  in 
the  facred  writings,  denotes  the  country  of  Egypt^ 
whence,  by  degrees,  it  is  become  the  Arabic  name  of 
the  capital  of  this  country. 

This  city  is  laid  to  have  been  founded  by  the 
Saracen  Alcair,  in  the  year  971  \  and  hence  it  feems 
to  have  derived  its  modern  name,  being  called  Al- 
cair, i.  e.  Grand  or  Ncxd  Cairo,  to  diftinguifh  it  from 
the  Old,  which  lies  at  a  iinall  diftance  from  it.  How- 
ever, in  Sever.  Apnorueor.  Epijlcop.  ( / ),  v/e  meet  with 
a  different  opinion.  He  fays,  "  Cairo,  in  the  Ara- 
**  bic,  Cahar,  i.  e.  he  hath  overcome,  was   fo  called 

(t)  In  Hijiar.  Patriarch,  a^iid Rcnaudot, 
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*'  by  the  Saracens  in  commemoration  of  their  vidlo- 
*'  ry,  they  having  taken  it  from  the  Greek  Empe- 
**  rors,  and  afterwards  enlarged  it;  fo  that  it  an- 
**  fwers  to  the  Greek  word  Nicopclis^  Almoez  Le- 
"t)  AN- All  A,  the  fourth  of  the  Phatemites,  gave 
*'  the  above  name  to  this  city,  which  was  formerly 
**  called  Bahylon.  Under  Amran  Alhafus,  general 
**  to  Calif  Ofmar,  it  was  called  Fojfatce,  or  moa^edy 
"  the  tents  being  pitcht  there,  and  a  ditch  or  moat 
"  of  circumvallation  thrown  up  round  it,  for  fortify* 
•'  ing  the  camp." 

In  Europe^    Grand  Cairo  generally   pafTes  for  the 
largeft  city  in  the  world  ;  but  this  is  a  great  miftake. 
Poiiibly  it  might,   in  former  ages,  be  much  larger 
than  at  prefent,  as  I  am  apt  to  think  Old  Cairo  was 
anciendy  united  with  Neiv  Cairo^  and  that  the  interval 
now  between  them  was  inhabited.     Whereas  at  pre- 
fent it  is  filled  with  prodigious  hills  of  fand  and  dirt, 
which  you  meet  with  in  mod  parts  round  Cairo^  ef- 
pecially  between  the  two  cities.     \i  this  was  the  cafe, 
the  city  of  Cairo  muft  have  been  of  an  aflonifhing 
magnitude  •,  and  it  is  faid  to  have  contained  twenty- 
four  thoufand  mofques.     It  is  indeed  affirmed,  that 
there   are  flill  that  number ;  for  where  a  Turkifii 
moique  has  been  once  built,  it  either  lubfifts  by  con- 
tinual repairs,  or  the  place,  even  after  the  building 
is  ruined,  dill  remains  confecrated,  and  m.uft  not  be 
prophaned  •,  and  therefore  the  number  is  llili  kept  up. 
But  be  this  as  it  may,  Cairo  at  prefent  is  much  lefs 
than  Taris.     For  v\^e  once  hired  affes  on  purpofe  to 
ride  round  it,  and  we  performed  the  journey  in  three 
hours  and  a  quarter,  tlio'  we  were  obliged  to  take 
a  large  circuit,  on  account  of  the  gardens  round  the 
city.     Whence  it  is  evident,  that,  exclufive  of  the 
gardens,  v/hich  cannot  be  confidered  as  part  of  the 
city,  its  circuit  is  much  lefs,  and  confequently  might 
be  rode  round  in  a  ihorter  tmie.     And  to  ride  di- 
redly  thro*  the  city,  as  we  alfo  once  ditf  on  the  fame 
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beafb,  the  paflhge  took  us  up  about  an  hour.  But 
no  exa(5l  calculation  can  be  made  from  heiace,  as  the 
ilreets  are  crouded  with  people,  fo  that  we  had  often 
great  difficulty  to  pafs  along. 

It  would  be  no  eafy  tafk  redraw  an  accurate  plan 
of  this  city,  as  the  Turks  would  not,  by  any  means 
allow  a  Frank  to  indulge  his'  curiofity  io  far.  Nor 
is  its  fituation  favourable  for  fuch  an  undertaking, 
lying  in  a  fandy  plain,  two  miles  from  the  banks  of 
the  Nile,  and  furrounded  with  gardens,  v/hich,  how- 
ever, forms  a  beautiful  profpect  from  the  callle,  (land- 
ing on  an  eminence  :  And  tRe  beauty  of  this  prof- 
peel  is  greatly  heightened  by  the  vail  number  of  mi-, 
narets  rifing  above  the  other  buildings.  But  Old  Cairo 
feems  to  have  a  much  better  fituation.  Handing  oa 
the  banks  of  the  Nile. 

Here  you  alfo  fee  a  great  number  of  large  ftruc- 
tures,  as  palaces,  mofques,  &c.  The  houfes  at  Cairo 
are,  in  general,  of  hewn  llonc,  remarkably  lofty,  and 
well  contrived  for  admitting  the  frefh  air,  which  is 
here  very  neceffary,  on  account  of  the  lafting  and 
fultry  heats.  The  Ilreets,  as  in  moil  eailern  coun- 
tries, are  narrow,  by  way  of  Iheker  from  the  rays 
of  the  fun;  and  thofe  which  are  any  thing  broad 
have  a  covering  over  head.  The  great  ftreets  are 
alio  feparated  from  each  other  by  gates,  which  are 
Ihiit  every  evening,  in  order  to  prevent  tumults,  to 
wliich  the  populace  here  are  very  much  inclined.  I 
obferved  the  people,  as  they  paifed  along,  to  kifs  one 
of  thefe  gates  with  great  fervour  and  cordiality.  It 
was  alfo,  according  to  the  Turkifh  fafhion,  decora- 
ted with  paffages  from  the  Alcoran,  and  devices,  in 
honour  of  a  Turkilh  faint,  who  died  there,  and  to 
whom  this  gate  is  confecrated. 

Among  the  multitude  of  mofques  at  Grand  Cairo  ^'- 
the  fined,  larged,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  richefl, 
>-s  that  of  Elfgami  Lazar,  i.  e.  the  church  of  Lazarus.. 
We  were  told,  that  every  day,  between  five  and  fix 
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thoiijand  perlbns  received  their  fiibriftencc  from  it  ; 
and  that  every  night,  two  thoufand  lie  in  it.  It  was 
added,  that  the  perfons  belonging  to  it,  and  thofe 
who  partake  of  its  revenues,  amount  to  forty  thou- 
fand;  tho'  miany  of  them  live  in  different  parts  of 
the  country.  This  opulent  mofque  is,  however,  a 
very  terrible  ftrufture  to  ftrangers  not  acquainted 
with  the  cuftoms  of  the  country  •,  for  if  any  perfon 
happens  to  enter  it,  he  is  immediately  thrown  into 
priion,  vv'here  he  has  no  other  choice  than  to  turn 
Mahometan,  or  fuffer  death.  The  entrance  of  this 
mofque  is  alfo  at  the  end  of  a  large  ftreet,  fo  that  a 
foreigner,  not  apprized  of  the  fatal  confequences, 
may  very  eafily  enter  it,  without  thinking  that  he 
was  going  into  a  miofque.  I  mull  own,  that  I  did 
not  pafs  by  it  Vvithout  fear  and  trembling. 

At  Cairo  is  alfo  a  fynagogue  of  the  Jews,  in  which 
is  faid  to  be  a  very  ancient  manufcript  of  the  penta- 
tcuch  ;  and  in  another  at  Old  Cairo^  \Nt  were  told, 
there  was  an  autographical  copy  of  thofe  writings  by 
Ezra. 

C/IIRO  is  very  populous,  the  ftreets  continii- 
ally  fwarming  with  multitudes  of  people  •,  lo  that 
v/alking  in  them  is  extremely  troublefome,  partly 
owing  to  the  croud,  partly  to  the  great  numbers 
who  ride  on  afles  and  hories,  tho'  perlbns  ot  rank 
only  are  fuffered  to  mount  the  latter ;  the  narrow 
ftreets  alfo  are  liill  of  dogs,  vv^hich  have  no  other 
place  to  live  in  •,  fo  that  it  is  with  the  greateft 
difficulty  you  can  pais  thro'  thefe  at  all. 

Here  are  fevcral  capacious  and  handfome  coffee- 
houfes,  the  tops  of  which  have  feveral  apertures, 
which  keep  them  very  cool.  Some  idea  may  be 
iornied  of  their  iargenefs,  as  they  v/ill  very  conve- 
5iiently  hold  feveral  hundreds  of  people  -,  but  they 
are  only  frequented  by  the  commonalty,  m.any  of 
whom  foend  the  greateft  part  of  the  night  in  them. 
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CAIRO  has  alfo  feveral  handibme  bazars,  and 
befefteins,  wellfurnillied  with  all  kinds  of  goods  for 
neccffity,  conveniency  and  luxury.  And  it  may  be 
eafily  concluded,  that  there  muft  be  a  great  con- 
fumption  of  goods  in  Cairo,  the  Douanier,  or  cufto- 
mer,  being  obliged  to  deliver  daily  two  purfes  {m) 
and  a  half  into  the  Grand  Signior's  treafury. 

In  one  of  the  bazars,  under  a  piazza,  we  faw  a 
great  number  of  female  flaves,  both  black  and 
white,  ranged  regularly  for  fale.  Some  of  them, 
efpecially  whites,  had  a  veil  over  their  faces,  which 
feveral  Turks  lifted  up,  as  they  pafied  along,  to  take 
a  view  of  the  face.  And  when  any  perfon  expref- 
fes  a  defire  of  purchafmg  a  particular  flave,  fhe 
is  led  into  a  fmall  room  under  the  piazza,  where 
the  buyer  has  the  liberty  of  examining  her  more  par- 
ticularly. The  black  flaves  bear  no  great  price, 
multitudes  of  them  being  fent  hither  from  Ethiopia  ; 
but  the  whites,  eipecially  thofe  from  Circajfta,  are  of 
great  value. 

CAIRO  has  alfo  feveral  fchools,  among  v/hich  is 
one  highly  celebrated,  and  by  the  Arabians  called 
Azhar.  It  is  fj.id  to  have  been  founded  by  Caliph 
Aalmoez  ;  and  I  was  alTured,  that  it  has  above  fifty 
profeiTors,  or  mailers  ;  and  that  the  number  of 
icholars  and  other  perfons  belonging  to  it  amount  to 
thirteen  thoufand.  Thefe  mafters  alfo  judicially  de- 
termine all  difputes  and  proceffes  cognizable  by  law  ; 
and  for  this  reafon  it  is,  that  no  mufti  refides  at 
Cairo,  as  is  common  in  other  cities  of  the  Turkifli 
dominions,  where  this  ecclefiaftical  officer  had  great 
pov/er  in  all  the  courts  of  juilice. 

From  this  m-eat  number  of  teachers  and  femina- 
ries,  it  is,  I  think,  plain,  that  the  Saracens,  and 
Mahometans,  do  not  negleft  and  defpife  ftudies  fo 
greatly  as  fome  travellers  would  perfuade  us,  and 
that  the  fciences  are  not  incompatible  v/ith  their  reli- 
(w)  A  purfe  is   125/.  fterling. 
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gion.  And  thofe  perfons  who,  in  their  narratives,. 
aiTert,  that  the  Mahometans  have  extirpated  all  the 
Icienees  and  fine  arts,  greatly  deceive  their  readers. 
Nay,  the  Alcoran  itfelt  ftrongly  recommends  them 
to  the  Mahometans  {n)  \  and  they  tell  you,  that  a 
Turkifh  officer  of  dillirwftion,  when  on  his  death- 
bed, addreffed  his  children  in  the  following  manner  : 
*'  If  you  have  an  opportunity,  learn  all  fciences, 
**  except  judicial  aftrology,  for  that  increafes  the  ca- 
*'  lamities  of  life  ;  alchemy,  or  the  art  of  making 
"  gold,  for  that  will  impoverilh  you  \  and  religious 
'*  controVerfy,  for  that  creates  doubts,  whereby  a 
'*  perfon  abandons  both  his  faith  and  devotion.'* 

Besides  the  ancient  Caliphs,  or  Arabian  princes, 
who  were  not  only  learned,  and  the  patrons  of  the 
fciences  >  but  even  in  later  times,  fome  of  the  Turk- 
ilh  emperors  themfelves  were  mafters  of  a  very  ele- 
gant ftyle.  Several  letters,  written  in  a,  maflerly 
manner  by  Solyman  the  Great  to  Francis  I.  king  of 
France^  may  be  feen  in  the  French  king's  library. 
There  are  alfo  fome  from  Mahomet  II.  the  two 
Bajazets,   Selem  I.   and  others. 

In  the  above  library  is  alio  a  bibliographia,  or 
account  of  books,  by  Hadgi  Kalfah,  with  a  French 
tranflation  made  by  M.  Petit  de  la  Croix  ;  and  cer- 
tainly muft  be  very  entertaining.  This  bibliogra- 
phia contains  an  ample  alphabetical  catalogue  of  all 
the  eaflern  writers,  and  their  works,  from  the  ella- 
blifnment  of  Mahometifm  till  the  author's  time  : 
And  from  this  work  it  is  evident,  that  the  Turks 
have  written  on  various  fubjed:s.  I  alfo  obferved, 
when  at  Conjlantinople^  that  there  is  no  confiderable 
mofque  of  royal  foundation,  but  what  has  a  large 
, well-endowed  fchool  annexed  to  it.  llie  feminaries 
are  well  fupported,  and  in  them  great  numbers  of 
youth  have  their  education  ;  and  from  thefe  feats  of 
learning  the  cadis  or  judges  for  provinces,  or  parti- 
(»)  Herbelot.Biblioth.  Orient,  p.  312, 
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cular  cities,  are  choien,  as  alfo  the  muttis,  and 
imans,  together  with  the  mafters  which  are  to  be 
met  with  in  all  great  towns.  In  thele  Ichools,  how- 
ever, the  principal  lludies  are  divinity  and  law. 

In  the  Turkifh  dominions  we  alio  met  with  a 
great  number  of  perfons  who  live  by  copying  the 
Alcoran  and  other  books,  and  are  faid  to  amount  to 
fixty  thoufand  ;  and  it  is  the  fear  of  depriving  thefe 
people  of  tlieir  fubfiilence,  that  has  hindered  the 
Turks  from  encouraging  printing-houfes,  and  not 
ftupidity  or  want  of  knowledge.  I  thought  myfelf 
obliged,  in  common  jullice  to  my  readers,  to  ex- 
plode all  unjuil  opinions,  and  fuch  is  that  which  con- 
siders the  Turks  as  enemies  to  literature. 

At  Cairo  are  Chriftians  of  all  feCts,  both  natives 
and  foreigners  ;  and  among  the  reft  fome  Romifli 
ecclefiaftics,  and  particularly  ihe  fathers  of  the  Holy 
Landy  who  have  a  pretty  houfe,  where  twelve  of 
them  live  very  commodioufly.  Here  is  alfo  a  mo- 
nailery  of  capuchins,  and  a  college  of  jefuits,  in 
which  were  tv/o  miffionaries,  and  the  French  mer- 
chants have  prevailed  on  them  to  open  the  garden  be- 
hind their  college,  and  which  at  prefent  ierves  the 
Franks  for  a  very  agreeable  walk. 

The  miflionaries,  and  the  members  of  the  Ibcicty 
de  p'vpaganda  fide^  who  make  very  few  converts  in 
the  hevanty  are  direded  not  to  give  themfelves  any 
trouble  with  regard  to  the  Turks,  on  account  of  the 
danger  that  would  attend  fuch  a  proceeding  j  and 
the  fathers,  who  are  by  no  means  weary  of  life,  take 
care  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  this  inftruftion,  fay- 
ing, that  they  are  not  to  run  into  inevitable  danger, 
being  lent  only  to  bring  back  to  the  bofom  of  the 
church,  the  fchifmatic  Armenians,  Greeks,  and  Cop- 
tis  ;  tho'  moft  of  them,  indeed,  labour  in  vain; 
infomuch  that  it  would  not  be  worth  their  while  to  vi- 
fit  E^ypty  were  there  not  Ibme  Franks  fettled  there. 
But  by  the  accounts  v/hich  the  jefuits  fent  into  ir^^rf, 
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the  reader  would  think  they  were  v/orking  miracles ; 
and  that  by  their  labours,  multitudes  of  Greeks, 
Armenians,  and  Coptis,  have  been  converted.  It 
muft,  however,  be  owned,  that  they  have  done 
Ibmething  in  Syria,  where  many  of  the  Maronite 
Chriftians  have  returned  to  the  Romifh  church. 
Som.etimes  alio  an  Armenian  has  been  known  to 
leave  his  church  ;  but  this  is  generally  owing  to  the 
hopes  of  profit.  But  at  prefent  the  Grand  Vizier 
has  put  a  ftop  to  all  converfions  of  this  kind,  by 
publilliing  an  order,  that  any  Greek  or  Armenian, 
who  fliall  be  feen  in  a  Frank  church,  fhall  be  fent  to 
the  gallies. 

"With  regard  to  the  Greeks,  none  are  ever  feen  to 
become  a  convert  to  the  Romifh  church.  Even  thofe 
who  have  ftudied  at  Rome,  at  their  return,  forget 
all  the  profound  diflertations  they  have  heard  there, 
on  the  unlimited  power  of  the  Pope  ;  of  which  I  have 
feen  feveral  inftances,  and  remarked  it  in  the  preceeding 
volume,  particularly  in  my  account  of  the  iflands  of 
Scio  and  Cyprus.  This  may  pofiibly  proceed  from 
their  remarkable  hatred  of  the  Romifh  clergy. 

I  SHALL  now  add  fome  obfervations  on  the  Cop- 
tis, or  Copts,  of  which  great  numbers  are  found 
all  over  Egypt,  where  they  have  feveral  convents, 
and  often  are  more  in  number  than  the  reft  of  the 
inhabitants.  Their  Patriarch  refides  at  Alexandria, 
being  alio  Patriarch  of  that  city ;  and  in  that  qua- 
hty  confidered  as  the  fuccelTor  of  St.  Mark,  the  fup- 
pofed  founder  of  the  church  of  Alexa?idria.  They 
compute  a  hundred  and  two  Patriarchs  down  to  him 
who  enjoyed  this  dignity  in  1673,  when  Demetrius 
XII.  divided  Egypt  into  diocefes  (<?). 

The  fathers  Papenbroek  and  Solier  have  com- 
pofed  a  hiftory  of  thefe  Patriarchs,  and  it  is  placed  at 

(0)  See  Jonrfi.  des  Sca^v.  V  Jn.  1678,  p.  17.  Avid-Jan.  Bnp- 
t'tft.  Solierius  Soc.  Jef.  TraBatus  HiJtoricQ-P oUticuSy  de  Patriarchis 
AkxaTrdricCi  in  4tO,     A\{q  J  oat  ?:>  des  Scav.  Jul,  1704,  p.   3. 
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the  head  of  the  lafl  volume  of  the  fupplement  to  the 
Bolandifts.  But  the  Abbe  Renaudot  has  fince  pub- 
lifhed  a  complete  account,  under  the  title  of  Hiftoria 
Patriarch  arum  Akxandrinarum  Jacohitarum,  &c.  Print- 
ed  at  Farts  in    1713. 

These  Copti's  are,  in  general,  very  dull  and  ig- 
norant \  lb  that  it  is  difficult  to  make  them  un- 
(ierftand  any  thing  that  they  have  not  learned  in  their 
youth.  Several  inilances  are  given  of  this  particu- 
lar, and  among  the  reil  the  following :  One  of  the 
miffionaries  having  endeavoured  to  inftru6t  fome 
middle-aged  Coptis  in  the  duty  of  prayer,  who, 
thinking  it  was  difficult  to  learn,  afl<ed  the  father  how 
much  hachfis^  or  money  he  would  give  them.,  if  they 
learned  it.  Many  of  the  Coptis,  however,  have 
great  power  in  this  country,  and  would  do  the 
Romifh  clergy  much  injury,  if  they  were  not  careful 
not  to  difpleafe  them  •,  for  many  of  them  are  private 
fecretaries  to  the  Beys,  or  other  great  men  \  and  fome 
of  them  have  confiderable  polls. 

Among  thefe  Copti's,  efpecially  in  Upper  Egypt y 
there  obtains  a  very  ancient  cufhom,  namely,  the  cir- 
cumcifion  of  chiklren,  nor  are  even  the  females  ex- 
empted ;  and  you  cannot  ufe  a  word  that  will  pro- 
voke them  more,  than  to  call  them  uncircumcifed. 
Father  Sicard,  who  was  of  great  fervice  to  us  here, 
afTured  me,  that  no  young  man  would  marry  a  wo- 
man who  was  uncircumcifed. 

This  cuRom  they  fcem  to  have  retained  from  the 
moll  remote  antiquity,  and  to  imitate  the  Ethiopi- 
ans, where  the  rite  is  pra6lifed  to  this  day,  as  it  was 
in  the  moll  ancient  times  •,  for  Herodotus  tells  us, 
that  circumcifion  w^as  full  brougiit  from  Ethiopid 
into  Egypt,  and  from  thence  was  propagated  into 
Palejline.  And  from  this  teftimony  of  IJerodotus, 
two  Engliffi  writers,  Marfliam  and  Spenfer,  main- 
tain, that  circumcifion  was  anterior  to  the  Patriarchs. 

But 
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But  to  this  the  following  palilige  in  Tacitus  is  ob- 
jed:ed  :     Judcei  circumcidere  genitalia  injiituere. 

That  the  cuftom  of  circumcifing  females,  is  alfo 
very  ancient  among  the  Egyptians,  is  evident  from 
Strabo,  who,  in  Book  xvi.  lays,  that  they  were 
ns^oAnug  £itTgTjunju€va/,  circumcifed  like  the  Jews. 

Whence  it  is  evident,  that  this  cuftom  was confi- 
dered  as  of  Jewifh  original.  Galen  (de  ufupartiumj  fays, 
Mgyptiasinfemimsfokre  nyiiipham  incidcre.  And  Ambro- 
fius  de  Patriarch.  Abrah.  Shiod  ^gyptii  quarto  decimo 
anno  ciraimcidant  mares  \  fccmina  opv.d  eos  eodem  anno 
drcumcidimtur^  quod  eo  fcilicet  anno  incipiat  flagrare  paf- 
fio  virilisy  i.  e.  The  Egyptians  circumcife  their  males 
in  their  fourteenth  year ;  their  females  at  the  time 
when  their  palTion  for  man  begins. 

Circumcision  at  prclent  is  performed  on  boys 
from  the  13th  or  i6th  year,  that  is,  as  foon  as  they 
are  capable  of  making  a  public  confeflion  :  But 
among  the  Mahometans  much  fooner,  and  often  in 
their  fixth  or  feventh  year,  it  being  only  requifite 
for  them  to  repeat.  La  illah  illallach,  Mehemet  refold 
iiliab,  1.  e.  There  is  no  God  but  God,  and  Mahomet 
is  his  prophet. 

The  Coptic  language  is  wrote  in  Greek  letters, 
which  feems  to  indicate,  that  theCoptis  borrowed  their 
letters  from  the  Greeks,  or  Cadmus  brought  them  to 
PbcTnida,  and  from  thence  carried  them  to  Greece. 
It,  however,  feems  very  probable,  that  the  Egypti- 
ans, wlien  they  were  fubdued  by  Alexander  the  Great, 
borrowed  their  letters  from  the  Greeks,  and  were 
continued  by  the  Ptolemies  his  fuccefibrs,  tho'  there 
is  at  prefent  fome  difference  between  the  Coptic  and 
Greek  letters. 

The  Coptis  are  pofTefTed  of  feveral  manufcripts  in 
their  language,  which,  in  fome  parts  of  Egypt,  is 
fpoken  by  the  inhabitants.  One  of  thefe  manufcripts 
is  the  prophecy  of  Ezekiel,  vv^ritten  in  Coptic  and" 
Arabic,  and  is  about  three  hundred  years  old :  ano- 
ther 
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ther  is  a  Coptic  and  Arabic  Di(5lionj!ry,  explaining 
the  moft  difficult  paiTages  in  the  Golpels,  Epiftles, 
and  fome  of  the  Pialms :  A  third  is  a  Coptic  and 
Arabic  Dicflionary,  treating  of  the  attributes  of  God, 
tlie  properties  of  men,  the  produdis  of  the  earth,  and 
delcribing  the  inflruments  and  tools  of  feveral  arts 
and  trades.  I'hey  have  alio  an  hiftorical  manufcript 
in  Arabic,  from  Adam  to  the  time  of  St.  Lewis. 
Thefe  few  obfervations  on  the  Coptis,  I  hope,  will 
not  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader.  Thofe  who  are 
defirous  of  farther  information,  may  confult  Noiiveaux 
memoir es  des  v:ijfwns,  torn.  II.  and  tlie  relations  of 
other  travellers. 

I  SHALL  now  proceed  to  give  fome  account  of  the 
caflle  of  Cairo,  which  we  vifited  on  afies,  beino-  a 
full  half  hour  from  the  Coniul's  houfe.  It  ftands  on 
an  eminence,  and  commands  the  whole  place  ;  but 
is  itfelf  commanded  by  a  hill  near  the  city.  From 
an  Arabic  infcription,  it  appears  to  have  been  built, 
or  rather  enlarged,  by  Soldan  Daher,  and  was  finifh- 
cd  by  his  fuccefibrs.  It  refembles  a  fmall  town,  and 
its  circuit  is  near  an  hour.  The  foundations  Ihew  it 
to  be  a  very  ancient  building. 

The  whole  ilrength  of  this  caftle  lies  in  its  lofty 
Htuation,  and  the  high  wall  with  which  it  isfurround- 
ed.  You  afcend  to  it  by  feveral  ways,  one  of 
which  is  cut  thro'  the  rock  ;  and  the  gate  is  guarded 
by  the  Azabs,  who  refide  in  the  ftreet  anfwering  to 
it.  On  the  top  of  the  wall  are  the  remains  of  a  very 
large  fpread-eagle,  probably  the  arms  of  one  of  the 
daft  Greek  emperors. 

With  IN  the  caftle  are  feveral  areas  built  round  in 
the  Turkifli  manner,  that  is,  without  any  regularity  or 
order.  We  alfo  vifited  the  barracks  of  the  Janizaries, 
near  which  is  their  mofque  •,  together  with  the  houfe 
of  their  aga.  Not  far  from  the  latter  is  a  kind  of 
armory,  confifting  of  pikes,  halberts,  helmets, 
fhields,  &:c.  but  all  of  very  indifferent  workman- 
ship. ■  In 
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In  the  middle  of  the  cafile  is  a  ruin,  confifting  of 
huge  columns  of  marble  veined  with  red,  and  here 
and  there  fupporting  an  arch.  So  that,  doubtlefs, 
fome  fuperb  edifice  formerly  ftood  here.  At  this 
place  is  a  very  deep  well,  hewn  out  of  the  rock, 
called  Jofeph's  'well ;  and  is,  indeed,  the  mofl  remarka- 
ble thing  in  this  caftle.  We  are  not,  however,  to 
fuppole,  that  it  was  made  by  that  Patriarch,  whom 
God,  by  a  particular  providence,  railed  to  be  Go- 
vernor of  E^ypt ;  but  by  a  certain  Soldan  or  Caliph, 
of  that  name  :  for  at  Cmro^  the  name  of  Jofeph  is 
alluded  to  in  the  lame  manner,  as  that  of  Conftan- 
tine  at  Coiifi  aniinople  \  that  is,  every  grand  edifice  of 
remote  antiquity  here,  is  laid  to  have  been  built  by 
Jofeph,  as  at  Confiantinople^  by  Conftantine. 

This  well  is  not  to  be  feen  without  leave  from 
the  commandant,  which  we  obtained,  and  inreiurn, 
prefented  him  with  a  Venetian  fequin.  He  gene- 
roufly  entertained  us  with  coffee,  and  afterwards  or- 
dered the  well  to  be  fliewn  to  us.  It  is  wholly  cut 
in  the  rock,  and  well  deferves  the  attention  of  a  tra- 
veller. But  when  the  depth  of  it  is  confidered,  it 
appears,  that  the  perfon  who  caufed  it  to  be  made, 
'v/as  animated  by  the  difficulty  attending  it,  and  de- 
termined, at  any  rate,  to  find  a  fpring  of  v/ater,  the' 
Egypt  affords  very  fevv\ 

It  has  feveral  apertures  for  admitting  the  light  •, 
but  it  is  ufual  to  carry  a  torch  with  you,  which  we 
did.  In  the  mean  time,  the  fleps  hewn  in  the  rock 
cannot  be  eafily  told,  being  covered  with  earth,  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  paifage  of  the  oxen,  which 
draw  up  the  water.  It  may  be  called  a  double  v/ell, 
as  two  oxen,  by  turning  round  a  wheel  to  which  fe- 
veral buckets  or  velTels  are  fixed,  draw  up  the  water 
into  a  refervoir,  from  whence  it  is  drawn  up  to  the 
top  of  the  well  by  two  other  oxen,  and  emptied  into 
another  bafon,  or  refervoir,  from  v/hence  it  is  con- 
veyed by  a  multitude  of  pipes  all  over  the  caftle. 

But 
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But  after  the  great  labour  of  drawing  water  from 
this  well,  it  is  not  drank,  the  caftle  being  well  fup- 
plied  with  much  better,  by  means  of  an  aquedu6t 
from  Old  Cairo  ;  it  ferves,  however,  the  common 
ufes  •,  it  is  brackifli,  and  has  a  difagreeable  tafte, 
rho'  in  a  long  fiege  it  would  doubtlefs  be  of  great 
ufe  to  the  garriibn. 

We  defcended  this  well  to  the  place  v/here  the 
lowed  refervoir  is  placed,  which  was  as,  far  as  we 
could  go  with  fafety;  many  of  the  fteps  being 
broken.  But  we  latished  our  curiofity  by  letting 
down  lighted  torches,  in  order  to  form  an  idea 
of  the  ciepth ;  but  we  were  foon  convinced,  that  it 
was  lefs  than  that  of  the  firfi.  Here  we  alfo  obfer- 
ved  two  apertures  in  the  rock,  almoft  oppofite  to  each 
other,  but  now  walled  up.  One  of  thele  is  pretended 
to  have  been  a  fubterraneous  pafTage  to  Suez,  a  city 
on  the  Red  Sea,  and  the  other  to  the  pyramids. 

With  regard  to  the  form  and  dimenfions  of  this 
well,  it  is  an  oblong  fquare,  the  length  being  24, 
and  the  breadth  1 8  feet.  The  depth  of  the  firlt  well 
is  146  feet,  and  the  winding  pafllige  round  the  well, 
by  which  you  defcend,  is  fix  feet  broad,  and  nine  in 
height,  having  Heps  hewn  in  the  rock.  And  this 
pafihge  is  fo  truly  formed,  that  the  rock  between  ic 
and  the  well,  which  ferves  as  a  wall,  is  only  fix 
inches  in  thicknefs,  having  feveral  holes  in  it  to 
throw  light  upon  the  pafllige. 

The  fecond  well,  as  it  may  be  called,  from  which 
the  oxen  below  draw  the  water  into  the  liril  bafon, 
is  much  lefs  than  the  other,  and  its  depth  1 30  feet. 
The  pafllige  round  it  is  alfo  fmaller  than  the  firft, 
being  only  three  feet  and  a  half  broad,  and  fix 
high  •,  nor  has  it  any  partition  v/all,  being  entirely 
open  to  the  well  ;  fo  thnt  it  mud  be  raflinefs  in  any 
perlbn  to  go  lower.  The  depth  of  the  water  is 
between  eight  and  nine  feet.  Confequently  the 
whole  depth  of  both  the  wells  is  276  feet  j  to  which' 
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if  we  add  the  depth  of  the  bafons,  the  total  will  be 
292  feet. 

Having  taken  a  particular  view  of  this  ilupendous 
work,  we  were  conduced  into  a  fpacious,  but  almoft 
ruined  faloon  •,  tho'  feveral  remains  on  the  wails  and 
ceihng,  as  gilding,  paintings  in  the  Arabic  tafte,  luffi' 
ciently  declared  its  ancient  Iplendor.  Several  Ara^ 
bic  inlcription*,  and  pieces  of  Moiaic  work,  alio  ilill 
remain. 

From  hence  we  were  carried  into  another  grand 
apartment,  where  the  hangings  are  prepared,  which 
are  yearly  fent  to  Mecca.  But  into  what  they  call  Jo- 
feph's  prifon,  and  of  which  M.  Thevenot  has  given 
a  defcription,  we  were  not  allowed  to  enter.  They^ 
however  led  us  into  another  large  room,  where  they 
were  drawing  filver  wire,  and  from  thence  up  to  the 
terrafe  ;  whence  you  have  an  elegant  profpec^t  of  the 
whole  city,  the  Cara  Meidan,  or  horfe-courfe,  and 
the  habitations  of  the  azabs,  a  kind  of  foldiers,  who 
make  a  very  good  appearance. 

After  defcending  from  the  terrafe,  we  were  led 
into  another  faloon,  which  has  alfo  the  air  of  decayed 
fplendor,  and  generally  called  Jofeph^s  hall.  Among 
other  curiofities,  I  faw  here  feveral  pillars  of  red 
granite,  little  inferior  in  magnitude  to  thofe  of  the 
rotunda  at  Rome.  TJje  fhafts  of  thefe  pillars  were  of 
one  entire  piece,  and  the  capitals  all  in  the  Turkilh 
tafte. 

From  hence  we  went  to  the  Pafcha's  palace,  be- 
fore which  is  a  large  open  place,  and  where,  to  our 
great  amazement,  we  faw  above  two  hundret.1  cats, 
maintained  there  by  the  Grand  Signior,  who  allows 
for  that  purpofe  a  fequin  per  day.  Though  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  that  the  fuperintendent  of  thefe  crea- 
tures principally  reaps  the  benefit  of  the  monarch's 
liberality,  as  the  animals  themfelves  had  all  of  them 
the  vifible  marks  of  famine.  They  might,  indeed, 
•we  their  mifery  in  Ibme  meafure  to  the  abftnce  of  the . 

Fafcha, 
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i'afcha,  who  v/as  now  confined  by  the  Beys,  in  a 
private  houfe  in  the  city. 

The  afcent  to  this  palace  is  by  a  flight  of  twenty 
fteps ;  at  the  entrance,  and  at  the  end  of  a  piazza, 
is  a  large  gallery  covered  with  Icarler  cloth,  which 
the  Turks  rightly  reverence,  on  account  of  its  being 
formerly  uied  by  the  emperor  Selim.  Turning  off 
to  the  left,  we  came  to  a  kiojij^  or  apartment,  where 
the  Pafcha  ufed  generally  to  fit,  and  from  whtnce 
there  is  a  delightful  profped  over  Old  Cairo^  the  Nik, 
the  Pyramids,  &c.  Near  this  apartment  is  a  nurlery 
of  orange-trees,  and  in  the  middle  of  it,  a  fountain. 
We  were  then  led  to  another  handlbme  apartment, 
where  the  Pafcha  receives  the  confuls  when  they  vi- 
fit  him  ;  but  in  going  thither,  we  v/ere  defired  to  ob- 
ferv^e  on  the  wall,  the  difagreeable  fight  of  the  blood 
of  tv/o  Beys,  vviiom  the  Pafcha  had  caufed  to  be  be» 
headed,  after  firft  llrangling  them. 

We  pafTed  thro'  feveral  other  rooms,  but   all   of 
them  in  a  very  ruinous  condition,  as  were  alio  the 
mofques,  baths,  &c.    From  one  of  the  apartments  we 
had  an  elegant  profped  of  a  mountain,  containing  the 
quarries  from  whence  the  Hones  ufed  for  buildino-s  in 
the  city,  are   taken.     We  were  next  carried  into  a 
large  hall,  where  the  Palcha  afiemblcs  the  divan  or 
great  council,  confiiling  of  the  Beys,  and  other  per- 
fons  of  rank.     Over  the  place,  where  the    Pafcha 
ufually  fits,  are  ten  Ihields,  pierced  thro',   and  joined 
together  by  a  lance ;  which  they  tell  you,  v/as  per- 
formed by    Sultan  Amurath  :  but  the  Ihields  to  me 
appeared  to  be  of  vv'ood.     In  the  floor  of  this  hall 
we  obferved  feveral  I'quare  apertures  for  admittino- 
the  air ;  and  in  one  of  them  a  poft,  at  which,  we 
were  told,  that  thole  who  reiufe  paying  tribute  to 
the  Grand  Signior,  are  fcourged.     At  the  end  of  this 
hall  we   law   an  elegant  fountain,  finely  decorated, 
but  the  door  of  it  was  locked.     Here  we  were  alfo 
Ihewn  an  oratory,  made   by  Mali  Pafcha.     But  hi? 

devotion 
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devotion  could  not  preferve  him  from  a  fate  not  un- 
common among  the  great  officers  of  the  Ottoman 
empire,  that  of  being  depofed  and  ftrangled  by  orders 
form  the  Grand  Signior. 

On  the  fame  area  which  faces  the  Pafcha's  palace, 
is  anotlier  flrudure  called  the  kiaja^  or  houfe  of  the 
chief  miniiler,  together  with  the  apartments  of  the 
chiaux,  the  prifon,  and  the  ftables.  And  near  it  is 
the  mint,  where  we  faw  them  coin  money. 

The  ibldiers  belonging  to  this  cattle,  and  which 
may  be  faid  to  compofe  the  whole  ftrength  and 
power  of  the  church  in  Egypt,  amount  to  about 
forty  thoufand  men,  divided  into  different  corps,  as 
Janizaries,  Azabs,  Spahis,  Topgis,  Boftanfgis,  &c, 
fome  of  whom  are  quartered  in  the  cattle,  and  fome 
in  the  city,  while  others  have  employments  in  the 
country.  We  were  a  little  furprized  at  meeting  here 
with  an  effendi,  who  was  a  German  by  birth,  and  in- 
fifted  on  our  taking  a  repatt  with  him,  and  which 
was  condufted  with  that  affluence,  which  his  coun- 
trymen are  faid  to  value  themfelves  fo  much  upon. 

Before  this  cattle  is  a  large  plain,  where  every 
Wednefday  and  Saturday,  the  cavalry  are  exercifed  in 
feats  of  horfemanfhip  and  throwing  the  lance.  This 
plain  is  inclofed,  having  at  one  end  a  large  mofque, 
and  at  the  other  a  fpacious  garden,  and  a  beautiful 
fummer- houfe  belonging  to  the  Pafcha,  where  he 
fits  at  the  time  of  the  public  horfe-races.  The  pre- 
fent  Pafcha  has  alfo  caufed  a  new  bagnio  to  be  built 
there,  and  all  who  come  to  thefe  diverfions  have  the 
free  ufe  of  the  baths  during  three  days ;  as  is  the 
cuftom  with  all  new  bagnios  made  in  this  country. 

A  LITTLE  farther  in  the  waj^  to  Old  Cairo  is  a 
much  larger  plain,  where,  on  every  Wednefday  and 
Saturday,  is  a  prodigious  refort  of  people  on  horfe- 
back,  to  fliew  their  dexterity  in  thofe  exercifes. 
The  meetings  begin  before  fun-rife,  and  when  the 
heats  come  on,  every  one  returns  to  his  own  home. 

All 
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All  the  horfemen,  be  their  rank  what  it  will,  are 
finely  dreft ;  but  the  chief  magnificence  appears  in 
the  furniture  of  the  horfes.  They  are  beautiful,  and 
veiy  fwift  of  foot  when  they  run,  but  flow  enough 
when  they  pace.  With  regard  to  the  exercifes  of 
the  lance  and  the  bow,  they  are  but  aukwardiy  per- 
formed, and  pradlifed  more  for  diverfion  than  uie, 
being  one  of  the  three  games,  in  which  Mahomet  has 
indulged  his  followers. 

Our  next  vifit  was  to  a  fquare  called  Romelia,  the 
largeft  and  moft  beautiful  in  Cairo  •,  but  overflowed 
by  the  inundation  of  the  Nile.  Here  is  the  elegant 
mofque  of  the  Sultan  Halan,  which,  befides  its  fine 
cupola,  is  of  a  Angular-  fpecies  of  architedure,  and 
in  its  form  refembles  an  egg.  Into  this  mofque  Sul- 
tan Hafan  retired,  when  the  city  was  taken  by  Sultan 
Selim. 

Passing  through  another  llreet,  in  which  is  the 
new  palace  of  Circas  Bey,  v/e  came  to  the  lover^s  foun- 
tain, fo  called  from  a  firm  perfuafion  of  the  inhabi- 
bitants,  that  the  waters  of  it  extinguilh  that  ardent 
paffion.  Its  bafon  is  fomething  Angular,  one  part 
of  it  being  oval,  and  the  other  fquare.  It  is  of 
beautiful  black  marble,  and  embelliilied  with  hiero- 
glyphics. Near  it  is  an  old  palace,  once  the  refidence 
of  Sultan  Selim,  called  Kallaat  el  Kael,  but  'now  in 
ruins.  We  alfo  faw  feveral  other  ruined  palaces, 
which  were  burnt  in  the  late  confpiracy  of  the  Beys ; 
and  foon  after  came  to  a  large  garden  belonging  to 
Ibrahim  Bey,  fon  to  the  patron  of  Circas  Bey.  In 
thefe  Egyptian  gardens,  there  is  not  the  lead  regu- 
larity obferved ;  neither  parterres  nor  llatues ;  but  the 
whole  one  confufed  fcene  ;  though  at  the  fame  time 
not  totally  void  of  beauty.  In  the  center  of  this 
garden  is  a  large  bafon,  faid  to  have  been  formed  by 
an  inundation  of  the  Nile.  From  hence  the  w  ter  is 
drawn  up  by  oxen,  and  conveyed  to  different  parts 
of  the  garden,  which  is  full  of  fmali  canals  and  con- 
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duits.  We  reiled  ourfclves  Ibme  time  in  a  delightful 
walk,  covered  with  vines,  loaded  with  large  bunches 
of  grapes.  But  the  fruits  we  eat  were  a  few  mulber- 
ries, and  a  fpecies  of  fmall  apricots,  here  called 
wcffa  franco^  from  the  Franks  being  often  difordered 
by  eating  too  freely  of  them.    ' 

Passin'G  along  the  ftreets  of  Cdro^  we  met  with 
feveral  of  thofe  female  dancers,  of  which  1  have 
given  forne  account  m  defcribing  Conflanti?iGple.  They 
are  here  called  anghi^  and  in  libidinous  poftures  and 
alliens  exceed  all  imagination. 

We  had  now  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  palace 
of  Ifniael  Bey,  and  entered  through  a  very  fpacious 
gate  into  a  large  court,  where  the  (laves  were  exercifing 
themlelves  in   throwing  the  lance  •,  but  one  of  them 
■  immediately  left  his  diverfion,  and  accoiling  us  with 
a  genteel  air,  offered  to  lliew  us  the  apartments  in  his 
mailer's  abfencco     He  lirft  carried   us  into  a  large 
hall,  fupported  by  two  rov,?s  of  marble  pillars,  and 
round  it  elegant   folfas,    covered   with   the  richeft 
cofhions  and  carpets.     The  walls  were  all  incruftated 
with   marble,  iafper^  and  inlaid  works  of  precious 
ftones.     The  ceiling  was  divided  into  feveral  com- 
partments, and  deroratcd  with  gilding,  intermixed 
with  Arabic    fentences.      From  one    fide  of    this 
hall  was  a  view  of  the  above-mentioned  fquare,  and 
from  the  other,   a  finail  refervoir  filled  with  water, 
which  was  drawn  up  by  oxen,  and  conveyed  into  ba~ 
fons  placed  in  feveral  apartm.ents,  furnifhed  in  the 
richeil;  manner.     Nor  did  we  fee  one  apartment  with- 
out eitlier  a  bafon  or  fountain  •,  and  in  fome   were 
fmali  tafcades.     The  pleafure  that  muft  refillt  from 
iuch  a  pl^^nty  of  water,  in  fo  fultry  a  countr}^,    may 
be  eafily  conceived  •,    and  it  is  the   more   neceffary 
to  the  Turks,    as  they   are  obliged,  by   their  law, 
to   make  daily   ablutions.      They   alfo    frequently 
bathe  tiicfrileivcsj  efpecially  in  the  heat  of  the  day  ; 
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and  fometimes  fit  with  their  feet  in  the  water,  fmoak" 
inj2:  and  drinkin*;^  coffee. 

The  polite  (lave  next  accompanied  us  into  a  fmall 
garden,  in  which  was  plenty  of  water,  and  feveral 
fountains  ;  and  from  thence  into  two  chambers  fo 
contrived,  that,  in  the  moil  fultry  parts  of  fummer, 
the  heat  could  never  be  powerful  enough  to  be  trou- 
blefome.     In  the  center  were  fountains  and  cifterns, 
and  in  the  ceiling  feveral  apertures,  through  which 
the  air  is  admitted  to  refrefh  the  chamber.      But  a 
circumftance  of  no  fmall  advantage  to  the  fituation  of 
thefe  apartments,  was,  their  fronting  the  abovemen- 
tioned  relervoir.     We   exprefied   our  admiration   of 
fuch  magnificence,  but   were  told,  that  the  Haram, 
or  woman's  apartment,  which  is  never  fuffered  to  be 
approached,    was  in  every  refped  much   fuperior ; 
new  ornaments  being  daily  purchafed  to  adorn  it,  in 
order  to  foften  the  rigor  of  confinement,  and,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  render  it  delightful. 

The  fcables  are  anfv/erable  to  the  fplendor  of  the 
houfe,  and  we  faw  in  them  a  great  number  of  beau- 
tiful horfes.  Indeed,  the  retinue  of  this  Bey  is  faid 
to  confift  of  a  thoufand  perfons,  he  having  been  Emir 
Hadgi,  or  condudor  of  the  caravan,  a  poll  of  great 
profit  and  honour. 

We  alio  faw  here,  at  the  iioufe  of  one  Gabriel  an 
apothecary,  who  was  under  the  proteftion  of  the 
Englifh  conful,  a  multitude  of  vipers,  which  the 
peaiants  bring  to  the  city,  after  cutting  off  their 
heads  and  tails,  in  which  parts  the  poifon  lies.  He 
likewife  lliewed  us  a  mummy,  decorated  with  hiero- 
glyphics. The  head  was  gilt,  but  the  other  parts 
were  in  fo  indifferent  a  condition,  that  we  did  not 
think  proper  to  purchafe  it  j  though  it  ftimulated 
our  curiofity  to  vifit  the  mummy-pits. 

SoriE  days  after  we  walked  into  the  fuburbs,  to 
obferve  the  ovens,  ^v^here,  by  the  help  of  a  moderate 
fire,    chicken  are  hatched.     Thefe  ovens  are  in  huts 
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of  dried  mud,  and  fo  low,  that  you  are  obliged  to 
fiioop  very  much  to  enter  them  -,  and  the  heat  within* 
is  infupportable  to  Ibangers.  The  ovens  are  built 
on  each  fide,  in  which  feveral  thoufand  eggs  aie 
placed,  and  fires  lighted  twice  every  day  over  them, 
which  they  call  feeding  the  chicken.  Here  the 
eggs  remain  twenty-one  days,  in  which  time  the 
chicken  are  hatched  ;  and  we  faw  feveral  juft  come 
out  of  the  fhell. 

It  has  been  juflly  obferved,  that  great  numbers  of 
thefe  chicken  hatched  by  art,  are  not  fo  perfedt  as 
thofe  produced  by  the  common  courfe  of  nature ; 
and  indeed,  we  ourfelves  faw  miany  thus  defedive. 
I'his  operation  is  only  performed  in  the  months  of 
April,  May,  and  June. 


CHAP.     VI. 

'Journey  to  the  celebrated  Pyramids^  and  the  head 
^  of  the  Sphinx  j     with    remarks   and  obferva^ 
ticns. 

N  the  24th  of  May  in  the  afternoon,  in  com- 
pany with  two  Englilh  gentlemen,  one  of 
whom  was  captain  of  a  Turkifh  Ihip,  and  father  Si- 
card,  a  jefuit,  well  acquainted  with  every  obje6t  here, 
we  fet  out  for  the  famous  pyramids.  We  were  alfo 
joined  by  fome  other  eccleliaflics,  who  wait  for  op- 
portunities of  having  a  fight  of  thefe  ancient  flruc- 
tures,  without  expence.  Befides,  being  all  well 
armed,  we  had  with  us  two  of  the  conful's  janizaries, 
and  a  domeftic  fervant  of  Circas  Bey. 

Near  Old  Cairo  we  ferried  over  the  Nile,  and 
foon  after  came  to  a  village  called  Chi/i^  from 
v>  hich  thefe  pyramids  derive  their  name,   being  called 
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the  C/;-^  pyramids,  to  diflinguifii  them  from  thofe  of 
Jacara,  and  others  in  the  defert.  It  is  pretended, 
that  tl'iC  ancient  Memphis^  including  its  fubiirbs, 
reached  to  this  place.  Many  of  the  wom.en  here 
wear  in  their  right  noftril  a  fmall  gold  ring,  having  a 
piece  of  coral  fet  in  it,  like  the.  ear-rings  of  the  la- 
dies of  Europe.  This  ornament  appears  to  have 
been  of  very  great  antiquity,  being  known  in  the 
tim.e  of  Solomon  ( p ), 

AsoirT  fix  in  the  evening  we  came  to  a  large 
empty  houfc,  where  we  were  obliged  to  take  up  cur 
quarters  for  that  night,  the  neighbourhood  afford ijig 
no  place  more  commodious.  It  belonged  to  a  San- 
ton,  or  Turkifli  ecclefiaftic,  and  on  a  certain  day  in  the 
year,  a  moique  near  it,  is  reforted  to  by  an  inllnite 
number  of  people,  for  celebrating  a  peculiar  feftival. 

We  •  here  diverted  ourfelves  with  fhooting  tur- 
tle-doves, which  are  very  common  in  E^^ypt. 

The  next  morning,  before  day,  we  leit  this  place, 
and  came  into  a  cultivated  plain,  having  a  village 
on  the  left  hand,  fituated  on  an  eminence.  We  alio 
croiled  a  tract  of  land,  where  there  were  ftill  flime 
marks  of  water.  Father  Sicard  told  us,  that  this 
ftream  flowed  from  the  river  Acheron,  the  vv^ater  of 
which  we  could  fee  at  a  diflance.  We  next  entered  a 
fandy  country,  and  foon  after  reached  the  pyramids  ; 
thole  ftupendoLis  flrucftures  which  have  been  the 
wonder  ot  former  ages,  as  they  are  now  of  the  pre- 
fent.     They  are  here  called  Gibel  Pharooim. 

We  firii  vifited  the  largeft  of  thefe  pyramids.  It 
is  built  on  a  rock  hewn  into  the  form  of  a  camel's 
back,  about  fixty  feet  high,  and  traverfes  obliquely 
the  bafe  of  the  pyramid  from  north  to  fouth. 
This  bafe  is  a  true  fquare,  and  each  fide  693  Englilli 
feet,  according  to  Mr.  Greaves,  who  meailired  it 
very  accurately  ;  the  four  fides  exa6lly  face  the  four 
cardinal  points,  and  the  entrance  is  on  the  north. 
(/)  Prov.  xi.  22. 
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"We  afcended  this  prodigious  pile,  not  by  regular 
Heps,  there  being  none,  the  ftones  themielves  an- 
fwering  that  purpofe  •,  but  their  great  thicknefs  ren- 
ders it  very  troublelome.  About  mid- way,  is  a 
place  called  the  inn^  where  it  is  ul'ual  to  reft  fci^e 
time  and  take  a  little  refrefliment.  The  top  is  cover- 
ed with  fix  ftones,  each  about  fix  feet  in  length,  but 
with  an  interval  between  each,  which  would  reqidre 
fix  other  ftones  of  equal  dimenfions  to  fill  up. 
Whence  it  feems  natural  to  think,  either  that  this 
pyramid  never  was  completely  finilhed,  or  that  fome 
attempt  had  been  made  to  pull  it  dov/n. 

From  the  top  of  this  ftrufture  is  a  moft  beautiful 
prolpeft  of  the  city  of  Cc'iro  and  its  environs,  the 
Nile^  the  fandy  defert,  and  the  pyramids  with  which 
it  is  decorated.  After  a  lecond  refrefliment,  we  di- 
verted ourfelves  in  looking  for  ftones  •,  whic'i  none 
were  able  to  throw  beyond  the  pyramid,  all  of  them 
falling  on  the  ftrufture.  The  ftones  are  cem.ented 
together  with  a  kind  of  ixiprtar  or  terrace,  having  in 
it  fmall  ftones  about  the  fize  of  the  fruit  of  the  ma- 
ilic  tree. 

In  defcending  this  pyramid  v/e  counted  two  hun- 
dred and  fix  fteps,  but  very  unequal  with  regard  to 
height.  The  perpendicular  altitude  of  this  ftupen- 
dous  ftruclure  is  computed  ^t  500  feet,  and  the 
length  of  its  inclined  plane  at  670  feet.  So  that,  in 
order  to  complete  its  proper  height,  twenty-three 
feet  are  wanting,  when  it  would  have  terminated  in  a 
point.  But  after  all  the  admiration,  which  its  height 
has  raifed,  Mr.  Greaves  obferves,  that  the  fteeple  of 
St.  Paul's  church,  before  it  was  confumed  by  fire, 
was  higher  than  this  pyramid  ;  being,  according  to. 
Camden,  534  i^tl  in  perpendicular  height  from  the 
ground. 

We  now  determined  to  enter  the  pyramid,  and 
for  that  purpofe  had  ordered  our  fervants  to  clear 
away  the  fa;id  which  the  wind  had  driven  againft  the 
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pyramid,  and  thercby  (lopped  up  the  entrance  ;  be- 
fore going  in,  it  is  aiib  neccfiliry  to  fire  off  fome  pi- 
ftols,  in  order  to  tVighten  away  the  ov/Is,  bats,  fnakes, 
and  other  reptiles  harbouring  here,  and  which,  it  ieems, 
on  thefe  explofions,  halten  away  to  their  lurking- 
places.  But  our  directions  had  been  fo  badly  exe- 
cuted, and  fuch  quantities/ of  find  left  at  the  en- 
trance, that  we  were  obliged  to  creep  upon  our 
bellies. 

On  entering  the  pyramid  you  defcend  through  an 
arched  paffage  hewn  in  the  rock,  and  incriifbed  js'ith 
marble.  This  paffage  is  only  three  feet  fix  inches 
in  breadth,  and  the  length  eighty- four  feet.  The 
defcent  is  very  troublefome,  and  forms  an  angle  with 
the  fide  of  the  pyramid  of  about  35  degrees.  You 
next  pals  through  a  very  narrow  entrance,  into  ano- 
ther paffage,  alfo  hewn  ir^  the  rock,  and  about  the 
fame  dimenfions,  except  the  length,  which  is  ninety- 
fix  ittt.  Tliis  paffage  afcends,  and  therefore  you 
are  obliged  to  put  your  feet  into  certain  holes,  fjp- 
porting  yourfelf  at  i\\q  fame  time  v/ith  your  hands. 
it  terminates  at  a  fquare  area  or  landing-place, 
twelve  feet  long,  and  three  feet  four  inches  broad. 
From  this  landing-place  you  enter  an  afcending 
gallery,  which  leads  direttly  to  the  upper  room. 
The  roof  of  this  gallery  is  fliaq:),  fomething  in  the 
form  of  an  afs's  back,  its  lenq-th  an  hundred  and 
thirty- fix  itQi^  and  its  breadth  between  the  walls  fix 
feet  and  a  half-,  but  there  is  a  itone  bench  on  each 
fide,  a  foot  and  a  half  broad,  and  of  the  fame  height. 
The  roof  of  this  gallery  is  tv/en^y-two  feet  and  a 
half  above  the  pivement,  and  the  walls  confiil  of 
nine  ftones  on  each  fide,  ^tvtn  of  which  projed  two 
inches  and  a  half.  This  gallery  is  01  poliiTied 
marble  -,  has  feveral  holes  in  the  floor  to  prevent 
(lipping,  and  leads  to  a  magnificent  chamber,  built 
of  Thebaic  m.irble,  thirty-fix  feet  in  length,  eighteen 
in  breadth,  and  the  fame  in  height.     The  walls  are 
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compofed  of  five  ranges  of  fiones,  of  equal  dirnen- 
lions,  and  the  ceiling  of  nine  tables  of  the  fame  mar- 
ble. Near  the  end  of  this  room,  about  four  feet 
diitance  from  the  wall,  is  an  empty  and  open  tomib, 
or  larcophagus,  of  the  fame  I'hebaic  marble.  It  is 
of  one  fingle  piece,  and  on  being  {truck,  rings  like 
a  bell.  It  is  leven  feet  In  length,  three  and  a  half 
in  height,  and  fix  inches  in  thicknefs.  Near  this 
tomb  is  a  hole,  or  opening  in  the  floor,  about  three 
paces  long,  and  twelve  teet  deep  -,  probably  made 
lately  by  Ibme  Arab,  irj  expectation  of  finding  trea- 
fure. 

On  each  fide  of  the  chamber  are  tv;o  apertures  in 
the  wall  •,  but  to  what  diilance  they  extend  cannot 
be  determined.  They  were  probably  left  when  the 
chamber  was  built  j  but  the  original  intention  is  un- 
known. 

At  the  entrance  into  this  chamber  is  another 
opening,  but  at  prefent  nearly  choaked  up  with  fand. 
V\  e  discharged  our  piilols  feveral  times  in  this  cham- 
ber ;  and  on  doing  the  like  in  one  of  the  apertures 
of  the  wall,  the  explofion  was  fucceeded  by  a 
very  ibnorous  echo,  which  repeated  the  found  feveral 
times. 

Mr.  Greaves  obferves,  that,  by  attending  to  the  nar- 
row defcent  at  the  entrance  of  the  pyramid,  and  the 
length  of  the  firft  and  fecond  paflages,  which  afcend, 
and  lead  to  the  center  of  the  pyramid,  the  reafon  of 
the  echo,  mentioned  by  Plutarch,  is  eafily  conceived  ; 
for  the  found  being  confined,  and  carried  in  thofe 
pafliages,  as  in  fo  miany  pipes,  finding  no  ififue,  re- 
liects  on  itfelf,  and  cauies  a  circulation  of  the  air, 
which,  by  degrees,  vanjfnes  as  the  motion  ceafes. 

Having  with  a  pleafing  furprize  feen  thefe  parti- 
culars, we  returned  the  i'am.e  way  we  came  ;  but  one 
of  our  companions,  by  not  placing  his  feet  properly 
in  the  holes,  miiied  his  Itep,  and  Aid  down  to  the 
end  of  the  gallery',  without  receiving  the  leaft  hurt. 
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At  the  end  of  the  gallery  is  a  well,  twenty-feven  fa- 
thom deep.  It  is  not  entirely  perpendicular,  but  di- 
vided into  four  parts,  two  of  which  are  perpendicu- 
lar, and  the  other  two  oblique.  It  is  faid  to  terminate 
in  a  fubterraneous  paflage  leadmg  to  the  other  pyra- 
mids. But  granting  this  to  be  true,  the  fand  m.ufl: 
long  fmce  have  rendered  fuch  paffage  impracticable. 
Mr.  Thevenot  relates,  that  a  Scotch  nobleman  could 
not  be  perfuaded  from  venturing  down  this  well, 
though  it  Iwarmed  with  bats  ;  but  he  v/as  loon  con- 
vinced of  his  error,  for  it  was  with  the  utmoft  diffi- 
culty that  he  prefcrved  himfelf  from  being  deftroyed 
by  them  '•,  nor  did  he  efcape  without  feveral  wounds, 
tho'  he  afcended  as  faft  as  poffible. 

This  well  is  on  the  left  fide  of  the  landing-pbce, 
in  coming  out  of  the  pyramid,  and  at  the  bottom 
of  the  firit  afcending  gallery.  From  hence  a  pafTao-e 
of  1 1 3  feet  in  length,  three  feet  in  breadth,  and  the 
fame  in  height,  leads  to  an  arched  chamber,  covered 
with  large  tables  of  miarble.  It  is  eighteen  feet  in  length, 
fixteen  in  breadth,  and  the  walls  eleven  feet  three  inches 
in  height.  The  roof  is  not  flat,  but  fuelving,  and 
meeting  above  in  an  angle,  each  plane  being  ten  feet 
broad  from  the  center  of  the  roof  to  the  wall.  This 
room  afforded  nothing  worth  notice  •,  but  the  fmell, 
like  that  of  the  upper  chamber,  was  almoll  infup- 
portable,  and  doubtlefs  arifes  from  the  ordure  of  the 
multitudes  of  vermin  which  infefl  this  place.  It  is 
therefore  proper,  before  you  enter  it,  to  fire  piftols 
feveral  times,  which  conduces  greatly  to  purify  the 
air. 

Having  vifited  this  celebrated  ftrufture,  we  re- 
frefhed  ourfelves  in  the  fliadow  of  the  pyram.id  ; 
which  fufi^.ciently  confutes  the  common  report,  that 
the  pyramids  call  no  fiiadow  :  Though  it  is  obferved 
by  Pliny  and  Laertius,  that  Thales,  the  Milefian, 
above  two  thoufand  years  ago,  mealured  the  height 
of  the  pyramids  by  their  fiiadov/s. 
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Thus  have  I  given  as  fuccincl  account  of  this  large 
pyramid  as  I  poffibly  could  ;  and  the  dimenfions  I 
have  fct  dov;n  were  given  me  by  M.  Sicard,  a  miffio- 
nary  jefuit,  as  taken  by  himfelf  (^). 

After  this  furvcy  of  the  firft  and  largefl  pyra- 
mid, we  vifited  the  head  of  the  iphinx,  and  the  ie- 
cond  and  third  pyramids.  With  regard  to  tbx  for- 
mer, it  is  the  buft  of  a  v/oman,  v/ith  the  nofe  a  httle 
mutilated,  and  is  faid  to  have  been  formed  out  of 
one  fingle  rock.  But  1  could  find  no  reafon  for  cal- 
ling it  a  fphinx,  nothing  but  the  head  and  neck  be- 
ino-  feen,  though  the  height  of  it  is  full  thirty-feet. 
And  it  is  a  quefdon,  whether  there  ever  was  any 
thing  more  of  this  image  than  what  is  at  prefent  vi- 
fible  ;  though  Pliny,  and  others,  mention  a  body, 
and  give  it  a  magnitude  really  amazing,  making 
the  circumference  of  it  to  be  one  hundred  and  two  feet. 
Some  later  writers  have  alio  mentioned  a  fubterra- 
neous  palTage  from  the  largeft  Pyramid  to  this  head, 
which  they  fay  is  hollow  -,  and  that  the  Pagan  priefts 
ufed  here  to  deliver  their  oracles.  But  ail  this  is  mere 
conjeflure. 

In  the  neighbourhood  are  feveral  ruins  of  ancient 
ftrudlures ;  alfo  feveral  fmall  pyramids,  and  fubterra- 
neous  paffages,  called  catacombs  ;  but  thought  to 
have  ferved,  in  the  early  ages,  for  temples,  and 
places  where  they  oifered  their  facrifices. 

About  a  mile  from  hence  flands  the  fecond  pyra- 
mid. This  ftrufture,  from  the  pieces  which,  in  fe- 
veral places,  flill  lie  on  it,  appears  to  have  been  co- 
vered with  marble  j  but  hitherto  the  entrance  of  it 
has  not  been  difcovered.  It  is,  except  on  the  fouth- 
fide,  well  preferved,  having  neither  chafms  nor 
fiffures ;  and  from  its  furface  being  every  where 
fmooth  and  even,  there  is  no  polTibility  of  afcending 
it. 

{q)  Thefe  meafures  nearly  agree  with  thofe  given  by  the  late 
ingeaious  Caps.  Norden,  in  his  Travels  in  Egy^t,  dc. 

Not 
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Not  far  from  hence  is  another  pyramid,  but  fome- 
thino-  lels  ;  and  at  feme  diilance  in  the  defert,  feveral 
others  ;  as  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention  in  the  fe- 
qiieh  In  tlie  mean  time  it  were  to  be  wifiicd,  that 
we  had  a  more  complete  account  of  thefe  wonders  of 
antiquity  ;  For  ail  tliat  we  lind  in  ancient  authors  is 
not  llirncient  to  al'certain,  who  were  the  builders  of 
thefe^urprizing  ftrudures.  Jofephus  tells  us,  that 
the  Egyptians  compelled  the  Ifraelites  to  build  them  ; 
for  the  memory  of  Jofeph's  fervices  being  in  time  for- 
gotten, and  the  crov/n  enjoyed  by  another  family,  the 
dcfcendants  of  Jacob  were  oppreiied  with  all  kinds  of 
hard  labour.  They  are  faid  to  have  dug  canals  i'rom 
the  Nik,  and  throvv^n  up  walls  and  dikes,  as  fences 
againfl  the  inundations  of  that  river  ;  andalfo,  to  have 
been  employed  in  erecting  thefe  pyramids,  as  a  work 
that  v/ould  not  fcon  be  finifhed.  But  this  account  is 
rejefted  by  Mariliam,  and  thole  who  follow  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Greeks.  Manethon,  an  old  Egyptian 
writer,  relates,  that  in  the  firfl  dynafty,  Venephs  the 
fourth  king,  caufed  fome  pyramids  to  be  erefted  ; 
and  that  Suphis,  the  fecond  king  of  the  fourth  dy- 
nafty, was  the  founder  of  the  largeft.  If  this  be  ad- 
mitted, it  will  follow,  that  thefe  ftruftures  were 
crefted  before  the  time  of  the  patriarch  Abraham. 

Herodotus  afcribes  the  firil  and  largeft  pyramid 
to  king  Cheops,  who  fiourifhed  after  the  Trojan  war ; 
and  adds,  that  this  king  began  the  building  of  the 
greateft  pyramid,  in  order  to  find  employment  -for 
his  fubjeds  •,  that  it  was  built  of  ftones  dug  from 
quarries  in  the  mountains  oi  Arabia,  and  brought 
thither  by  vefTels  on  the  Nile ;  and  that  above  a  hun- 
dred thcufand  perfons  were  employed,  thirty  thou- 
fand  every  month  ;  and  that  they  were  ten  years 
in  bringing  the  ftones  from  the  quarries.  Diodorus 
Siculus  calls  the  founder  of  this  Pyramid  Chemmis  ; 
but  agrees  with  Herodotus,  with  regard  to  time, 
though  he  increafes  the  v/orkmen  to  three  hundred 

and 
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and  fixty  thoufmd  ;  and  both  agree  with  PHny,  that 
it  was  twenty  years  in  building. 

With  regard  to  the  fecond  pyramid,  both  Hero- 
dotus and  Diodorus  Siculus  make  the  founder  to  have 
been  Cephrenes,  brother  to  Cheops,  or  Chemmis. 
The  third  is  generally  attributed  to  king  Mycerinus, 
the  fecond  fon  of  Chemmis  •,  though  others  will  have 
it  to  have  been  built  by  Rhodope,  a  favourite  concu- 
bine of  king  Amazis.  Herodotus  fays,  that  he  had 
his  infonr.ation  from  the  Egyptians  themfelves,  tho' 
they  little  agreed  with  one  another,  concerning  the 
time  and  architects  ;  and  Diodorus  Sicu  us,  lib.  i. 
fays.  At  de  -pyramidibiis  nullns  cmnim^  ?iec  c.piid  indige- 
nas^  nee  inter  fcriptores  eft  confenfus.  Alii  a  regibus  fit- 
pra  memoratis  (fcilicet  Ckeops  Q  Mycerinus  -,)  alii  ab  aliis 
edu^as  memcrant^  i.  e.  with  regard  to  the  building 
of  the  pyramids,  there  is  no  agreement,  either  among 
the  inhabitants  or  v/ritcrs,  IbmiC  faying  they  were 
built  by  the  above  kings  (Cheops  and  Mycerinus) 
and  others,  that  they  were  founded  by  very  different 
perfons. 

This  is  alfo  confirmed  by  Pliny,  Nat.  Hift. 
lib.  xxxvi.  cap.  xii.  who  fays,  that  every  thing  re- 
lating to  the  origin  of  the  pyramjids  is  uncertain  •,  and 
after  confulting  twelve  authors  who  have  mentioned 
ihem,  he  concludes  with  faying.  Inter  cmies  eos  non 
confiat^  a  quibtis  faSia  funt^  jujlijfimo  cafu  obliteratis 
tantcc  vmiitatis  aiiuloribus^  i.  e.  there  is  not  the 
leaft  agreement  among  them,  with  regard  to  the 
builders  ^  and  thus,  by  a  very  juft  accident,  the 
founders  of  fuch  Itupendous  vanities  are  funk  into 
oblivion. 

The  Arabians  have  a  tradition,  that  the  pyramids 
were  built  before  the  deluge  ;  for  the  writer  of  a  trea- 
tife  called  Morat  Aheracin^  tells  us,  that  fome  are  of 
opinion  that  Jofeph,  others  Nimrod,  and  others 
queen  Dalakah,  was  the  founder  of  thefe  pyra- 
mids :  others  hold,  that  they  were  built  by  the  Ifra- 

elites. 
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elites,  and  others,  that  they  were  ereded  before  the 
deluge  (of  which  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt  had 
Ibme  previous  knowledge)  in  order  to  ftcure  their 
treallires.  Ibim  Abd  Alhokm,  another  Arabian 
writer,  fays,  that  after  all  his  enquiry  among  the 
learned  ol  Egypt,  he  could  get  no  certain  account  of 
them  ;  and  is,  for  that  reaibn,  inclined  to  confider 
them  as  antediluvian  ftrudures  ;  for,  if  they  had 
been  built  fince  that  cataftrophe,  he  thinks  there  muft 
have  been  fome  remembrance  of  their  origin.  But 
however  this  be,  I  can,  with  great  truth,  affirm, 
that  on  the  top  of  the  largeft  pyramid  we  found  a 
kind  of  foft  itone,  nearly  reiembling  our  chalk,  in 
which  we  difcovered  a  congeries  of  fhells,  and  a  pe- 
trified lentifk  fruit. 

There  is  alio  the  fame  difference  between  v/riters, 
with  regard  to  the  great  pyramid,  v/hether  it  was 
ever  completed  ;  mod  maintain  the  negative ;  feve- 
ral  ftones  being  wanting  at  the  top.  Nor  does  it 
appear  to  have  been  ever  covered  with  marble,  like 
the  fecond.  ^It  is  added,  that  this  pyramid  being  built 
by  Cheops,  one  of  the  mod  tyrannical  kings  of  Egypt, 
the  inhabitants  would  neither  fuffer  the  pyramid 
to  be  compleated,  nor  his  body  depofited  in  it ;  for 
it  is  the  general  opinion,  that  the  pyramids  were  in- 
tended for  fepulchres. 

Others,  on  the  contrary,  affirm,  that  this  pyra- 
mid was  completely  finifhed  •,  but  afterwards  attempts 
were  made  to  demolifh  it ;  and  accordingly  the  mar- 
ble, with  which  it  was  covered,  was  taken  off,  and 
the  ftones,  which  feem  to  be  wanting  at  the  top, 
thrown  down.  And  it  is  certain,  that  feveral  mo- 
dern princes  have  formed  defigns  of  demoliihing  it. 
Even  in  the  year  1580,  Ibrahim  Pafcha  intended  to 
blow  it  up  wit!i  gun-powder,  imagining,  that  he  fhould 
find  among  the  ruins  immcnfe  treallires.  But  Georgio 
Emo,  then  coniul  to  the  republic  of  Venice,  at  Cairo, 
diverted  him  from  his  projed,  convincing  him,  that 

the 
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the  explofion  of  (o  large  a  quantity  of  gun-powder 
as  would  berequifire  for  that  purpcfe,  and  the  frag- 
ments of  flones  that  would  be  violently  projeded 
from  the  firucture,  would  demolidi  atleaft  the  great- 
eft  part  of  Cairo ^  and,  at  LhefaiTjC  time,  deftroy  mul- 
titudes of  people. 

Another  argument  ufed  in  favour  of  its  being 
completed,  is,  that  in  all  probability  the  fons  or  heirs 
of  thofe  who  built  ir,  v/ould,  if  the  ilrucluie  had  not 
been  finiihed,  have  taken  care  to  have  completed  it, 
inftead  of  building  another.  The  tomb  in  the  py- 
ramid being  without  a  cover,  is  no  argument  that 
the  ftructure  was  not  completed,  it  being  evident 
from  the  pieces,  that  the  tomb  has  been  opened,  and 
in  all  probability,  the  cover  demolifhed. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  think  it  would  be  very  pro- 
per to  make  a  narrow  fearch  in  every  part  of  this  py- 
ramid, to  iee  if  there  were  not  other  galleries  or  paf- 
fages.  It  would  alfo  be  proper  to  take  exa6l  draw- 
ings, not  only  of  the  great,  but  alfo  of  the  lelTer  py- 
ramids, and  make  a  more  ftridl  fcrutiny  into  every 
part  of  thcfe  (Irudlures,  provided  this  country  was 
not  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks.  But  to  open  any 
other  pyramid,  or  make  any  farthrjr  fearch  into  thele 
ilrudures  is  more  than  a  Pafcha  himfclf  dares  attempt. 
For  the  common  people  would  immediately  conclude, 
that  he  was  fearching  for  treafures  ;  and  fuch  a  re- 
port being  carried  to  the  Grand  Signior,  it  would  be 
immediately  concluded  at  the  Porte,  that  the  Pafcha 
had  been  fuccefsful,  and  he  would  be  obliged  to  give 
a  ftrift  account  of  riches  he  never  poireffed ,  and  very 
fortunate  if  he  faved  his  head. 

It  is  alfo  very  probable,  that  near  thefe  pyramids, 
there  are  p  ts  or  grotros  full  of  mummies,  or  em- 
balmed bodies,  and  which  have  never  yet  been  open- 
ed ;  nor  in  all  probability  ever  will,  unlefs  this  coun- 
try fhoukl  change  ks  mafter. 

lean- 
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I  cannot  rake  my  leave  of  rhefe  wonders  of  anti- 
quity, withouc  adding  the  follov/ing  obfervaiions 
made  by  Dr.  Shaw,  a  very  accurate  and  ingenious 
Englifh  writer,  who  vifited  theie  ftrLi(5tures. 

"  There  is  no  point  in  hillory  that  has  been  fo 
"  often,  and,  at  the  fame  time,    fo  variouQy  treated 
"  of  as  the   pyramids  of  Memphis.     The   antients 
"  abound  with  a  diverfity  of  accounts   and  defcrip- 
"  tions  concernig  them,  whilft   the   moderns,   after 
"  a  much  longer  courfe  of  obfcrvations,  have  rather 
"  multiplied  the  difficulties  than. cleared  them.    The 
*'  dimenfions  of  the  great  pyramid  have  given  occa- 
*'  fion  to  one  dilpute.     Herodotus   (r)  m.akes  the 
*'  bafe  of  it  to  be  eight  hundred  foot  long.     Diodo- 
*'  rus  (j)  feven  hundred.     Scrabo  (/)   only  fix  hun- 
"  dred.     Among  the  moderns,  Sandys  («)  found  it 
*'  to  be  three  hundred  paces ;     Bellonius  {w)  three 
*'  hundred  and  twenty  four  •,     Greaves  (at)  fix  hun- 
"  dred    and    ninety- three    Englifh   feet;      and   Le 
"  Bruyn  (y)  {tv^n  hundred  and  four,  and  we  may 
"  fuppofe  them  to  be,  of  France,  Vvhich  make  about 
*'  feven  hundred  *and  Sfty  of  our  meafure.     There 
*'  is   no  way    to    reconcile  thefe  differences,    and  it 
/"  would  be  unjuft  to  charge  thefe  authors  with  de- 
"  figned  miftakes.     Thus  much  tlien  in  general  m.ay 
"  be  laid  in  defence  and  vindication  of  errors  and  dif- 
"  agreements  of  this  kind,  that  at  prelent  none  of 
"  the  fides  of  this  pyramid  are  exadlly  upon  a  level. 
*'  For  there  is  a  defcent  in  paffing  from  the  entrance 
*'  into  it,  all  along  by  the   eaftern  corner   to   the 
"  fouthern  ;  and  there  is  again  an  afcent  from  this 
"  to  the  weilern  point ;  whillt  tire  fides  which  regard 
*'  the   weft  and  the   north,    have    been    greatly  en- 
"  croached  upon  by  thofe  large  drifcs  of  fand,  which 

{>■)  Herod  Eut.  §  124.  (/)  Diod  Sic.  Bibl.  lib.  i.  p.  40; 

(/)  Strab.  Geogr.  lib.  xviii.  p.  555.  («)  Sandys'sTrav.  p  99. 

E  K  6.  {iv)  Bellon.  Obferv.  lib.  ii.  p.  269.  {x)  Greavil 

Pyramidographia.       (j)  LeBruyn's  Voyage,  cap.  xxxvi, 

"  the 
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»'  the  Etefian  winds,  during  a  Jong  coiuTe  of  years, 
"  have  brought  along  with  them.  As  therefore  it 
"  will  be  difficult  to  find  its  true  horizontal  bafe  or 
"  foundation,  it  being  likewife  uncertain,  which  is 
"  the  chi  f  thing  to  be  confidered  how  far  thefe 
*V  drifts  o\  fund  may  have  been  accumulated  above  it, 
"  all  calculations  of  this  kind  mull:  be  very  different, 
'*  and  exceedingly  precarious,  according  to  the  po- 
"  fition  of  the  adjacent  fand,  and  other  circum- 
"  itances,  at  the  particular  time  when  thefe  obferva- 
"  tions  were  made. 

'*  Neither  does  it  appear,  that  either  this  or  any 
*'  other  of  the  three  great  Pyramids,  were  ever 
"  linilhed.  For  the  ftones  in  the  entrance  into  the 
"  greateft  being  placed  archwife,  and  to  a  greater 
"  height  than  feems  neceffary  for  fo  fmall  an  en- 
"  trance,  there  being  alio  a  large  fpace  left  on  each 
"  fide  of  it,  by  difcontinuing  feveral  of  the  parallel 
"  rows  of  fteps,  which,  in  other  places,  entirely 
*'  furround  the  pyramid  j  thefe  circumllances,  I 
"  fay»  in  the  archite6lure  of  this  building,  feem  to 
'*  point  out  to  us  fome  farther  defign,  and  that  at 
•'  this  entrance,  there  might  have  been  originally  in- 
'*  tended  a  large  and  magnificent  portico.  Neither 
^'  were  thefe  fteps  (or  little  altars,  jS&'/iaoi,  as  Hero- 
"  dotus(2;)  calls  them)  to  remain  in  the  fame  con- 
"  dition :  inafmuch  as  they  were  all  of  them  to  be 
"  fo  filled  with  pryfmatical  fbones,  that  each  fide 
*'  cif  the  pyramid,  as  in  Cseftius's  at  Rome,  was  to 
*'  lye  fmooth,  and  upon  a  plane.  Yet  nothing  of 
*'  this  kind  appears  to  have  been  ever  attempted,  in 
*^  the  lefi^er  or  in  the  greater  of  thefe  pyramids, 
"  the  latter  of  which  wants  likewife  a  great  part  of 
*'  the  point,  where  this  filling  up  was  to  commence  ; 
"  but  in  the  fecond,  commonly  called  Chephrenes's 
"  pyramid,  which  may  hint  to  us  what  was  intended 
"  in  them  all,    we  fee  near  a  quarter  of  the  whole 

(«)  Herod.  Eut.  §  125. 
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■"  pile  very  beautifully  filled  up,  and  endihg  at  the 
•  "  top  in  a  point.  The  ftones  wherewith  the  pyra- 
.  *'  mids  are  built,  are  from  five  to  thirty  feet  long  (2), 
*'  and  from  three  to  four  feet  high,  agreeable  per- 
*'  haps  to  the  depth  of  the  flrata  from  whence  they 
*'  were  hewn.  Yet  notwithftanding  the  weight  and 
*'  mafTivenefsof  the  greateft  part  of  them,  they  have 
"  all  been  laid  in  mortar,  which,  at  prefent,  eafily 
*'  crumbles  to  powder,  though  originally  no  doubt 
'*  it  was  of  greater  tenacity,  as  the  compofition  of  it 
*'  feems  to  be  the  fame  with  what  is  ftill  made  ufe  of 
"  in  thefe  countries. 

"  The  ancients  inform  us  that  the  ftones  were 
*'  brought  from  the  mountains  of  yfr^^^V^,  or  from 
*'  the  1'rcjan  mountains.  Yet  notwithllanding  the 
*'  great  extravagance  and  furprifing  undertakings  of 
''  the  Egyptian  kings,  it  does  not  feem  probable 
*'  that  they  would  have  been  at  the  vafl  labour  and 
*«  expence  of  bringing  materials  from  fo  great  a  dif- 
"  tance,  when  they  might  have  been  fupplied  from 
*'  thofe  very  places  where  they  were  to  be  employed. 
*'  For  what  makes  the  bulk  and  outfide  at  kaft,  of 
"  all  thefe  pyramids,  is  not  of  marble,  but  of  free 
"  flone,  which  is  of  the  fame  nature  and  contexture, 
*«  has  the  accidents  and  appearances  of  fpars,  folTil 
•*  fliells,  coralline  fubftances,  ^c.  as  are  common  to 
"  the  mountains  o^  Libya.  In  like  manner  Jofeph's 
**  well,  as  it  is  called  at  Cairo^  the  quarries  of  Moc- 
*'  catte^  near  the  fame  -,  the  catacombs  of  Sacara  j 
"  the  Sphinxj  and  the  chambers  that  are  cut  out  of 
*'  the  natural  rock,  on  the  eaft  and  weft  fides  of  thefe 
"  pyramids,  do  all  of  them  difcover  the  fpecific 
*'  marks  and  charafleriftics  of  the  pyramidal  ftones, 
*'  and,  as  far  as  I  could  perceive,  were  not  at  all  to  be 
*'  diftinguifhed  from  them.  The  pyramidal  {tones 
•'  were  therefore,  in  all  probability,  taken  from  this 

[z)  Herodota?  makes  none  of  thefe  flones  lefs  than  thirty  iczt, 

"^^^L.  II.  H  neighbourhood; 
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*'  neighbourhood ;  nay,  perhaps,  they  were  thole 
^'  vrtv  flones  that  had  been  dug  away  to  give  the 
' '  Sphinx  nnd  chambers  1  have  mentioned  their  pro- 
' '  per  views  and  elevation. 

"  It  may  be  farther  obferved,  that  the  pyramids, 
•'  efpecially  the  greateft,  is  not  entirely  a  heap  of 
*'  hewn  flones,  inafmuch  as  that  portion  of  it  which 
*'  lies  below  the  horizontal  feclion  of  the  entrance, 
*'  appears  to  be  nothing  more  than  an  incruftation  of 
*'  the  natural  rock,  upon  which  it  is  founded.  For, 
**  in  advancing  through  the  narrow  paflage,  this 
**  rock  is  twice  difcovered  :  the  lower  chamber  alfo 
**  together  with  the  well  (whofe  mouth  lies  on  a  le- 
*'  vel  v/ith  it,)  have  the  like  appearance,  whereby  a 
**  confiderable  abatement  would  be  made  in  fuch  fo- 
*'  reign  materials  as  might  otherwife  have  been  re- 
*'  quired. 

*'  It  is  very  furprifing  that  the  pyramids,  which, 
*'  from  their  firft  foundation,  muft  have  been  looked 
upon  with  wonder  and  attention,  fliould  not  have 
pieferved  a  more  certain  tradition  of  the  time  when 
they  were  founded,  or  of  the  names  of  their  foun- 
ders. Piiny  (a)  reckons  up  a  number  of  authors 
who  have  written  of  the  pyramids,  and  all  of 
them,  he  tells  us,  difagree  concerning  the  perfons 
who  built  them.  Now  as  Egypt  had  been,  from 
*'  time  immemorial,  the  feat  of  learning,  where  it 
**  was  alfo  pretended  that  a  regular  and  chronoiogi- 
*'  cal  account  had  been  kept  of  all  the  remarkable 
•'  tranfadfions  of  their  kings,  it  is  ilrange  that  the  au- 
"  thors  ot  fuch  great  undertakings  Ihould  be  fo  much 
"  as  difputed.  But  we  find  that  there  are  various  ac- 
"  counts  and  traditions  concerning  them.  For  it  is 
*'  faid  that  vSuphis  built  the  firft,  and  Nitocris  the 
*«  third  ;  that  the  fecond  was  railed,  as  Herodotus  ac- 
quaints us,  from  the  money  that  the  daughter  of 
Cheops  procured  at  the  expence  of  her  chaility  j 

{a)  Nat.  Hift,  1.  xxxvi,  c.  iz-. 
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''  and  again,  that  the  two  greater  were  the  work  of 
"  the  fliepherd  PhiUtion,  and  the  lead  had  the  harlot 

*'  Rhodope  for  its  foundrefs. ~ 

"  Neither  is  there  an  univerfal  confent  for  what 
"  ufe  or  intent  they  were  defigned.  Phny  aflerts 
"  that  they  were  built  for  oftentation,  or  to  keep  an 
"  idle  people  in  employment.  Others,  which  is  the 
"  mofl:  received  opinion,  that  they  were  to  be  the 
"  fepulchres  of  the  Egyptian  kings  {h).  • 

"  And  an  Arabian  hiftorian  acquaints  us,  that  this 
*'  pyramid  was  opened  about  nine  hundred  years  ago, 
*'  byAlmamon,  the  renowned  Cailiph  of  Babylon,  and 
"  that  they  found  in  it,  towards  the  top,  a  chamber, 
"  with  a  hollow  Hone,  in  which  there  was  a  Itatue 
"  like  a  man,  and  within  it  a  man  upon  whom  was 
*'  a  breaft-plate  of  gold  kt  with  jewels,  and  upon 
'*  this  brcaft-plate  lay  a  fword  of  ineftimable  price, 
"  and  at  his  head  a  carbuncle  of  the  bignefs  of  an  egg, 
*'  fliining  like  the  light  of  the  day,  and  upon  him 
"  were  characters  wrote  with  a  pen,  which  no  man 
*'  underftood.  But  it  Cheops,  Suphis,  or  whoever 
*'  elfe  v/as  the  founder  of  the  great  pyramid,  intended 
*'  it  only  for  his  fepulchre,  what  occafion  was  there 
*'  for  fuch  a  narrow  floping  entrance  into  it;  or 
"  for  the  well,  as  it  is  called,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
"  gallery  ;  or  for  the  lower  chamber  with  a  large 
"  niche,  in  the  eaftern  wail  of  it ;  or  from  the  long 
"  narrow  cavities  in  the  wails,  or  fides  of  the  upper 
"  room  ;  or  fur  the  two  antechambers,  and  lofty 
"  gallery  with  benches  on  each  fide,  that  introduce 
**  us  into  it  ? 

"  As  the  whole  of  the  Egyptian  theology  was 
*'  clothed  in  myfterious  emblems  and  figures,  it  feems 
"  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  all  thcfe  turning?,  apart- 
*'  ments,  and  fecrets;  in  architecture,  were  intended 
"  for  fome  nobler  purpofe,  and  that  the  deity  which 

{I)  See  Lucan,  lib.  vai.  ver.  698,  lib.  ix.  vsr.  155.  Like- 
wife  Strabo,  lib.  xvii.  Diod.  Sic.  lib.  i. 
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"  was  typified  in  the  outward  form  of  this  pile  Was 
*'  to  be  worfhiped  within.  For  the  catacombs,  or 
^'  buryir.g  places,  are  plain  vaulted  chambers,  hewn 
^■^  cut  cl  the  natural  rock.  The  great  reverence 
^^  and  regard  which  Suphis  in  particular,  one  of  the 
*^  (bppofed  founders,  is  faid  to  have  paid  to  the  gods, 
*'  will  not  a  little  favour  fuch  a  fuppofition,  and  even 
"  provided  this  fhould  be  difputcd,  no  places  cer- 
^''.  tainly  could  have  been  more  ingenioufly  contrived, 
"  for  tbiofe  fecret  chambers  or  adyta,  which  had  fo 
*'  great  a  fhare  in  the  Egyptian  myfteries  and  initia- 
*'  tions. 

"  It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  Cephrenes 
"  was  fuppofed  to  have  built  the  fecond  pyramid,  and 
*'  Mycerinus  the  third  -,  but  for  what  intent  ?  Not  to 
"  be  their  fepulchres  :  As  there  was  no  paflage  left 
*'  open  into  ihem,  as  into  the  great  pyramid,  they 
*'  mull  have  been  pulled  down,  and  built  again  after 
"  their  deceafe,  before  their  bodies  could  have  been 
"introduced  and  depofited  within  them.  If  indeed 
*'  we  had  any  tradition  that  thtfe  pyramids  had  been 
"  built  by  feme  pious  fucceflbrs  over  the  tombs  of 
"  their  anceltois,  there  would  then  be  lefs  occafion 
"  to  call  in  queftion  an  opinion  that  had  been  fo  ge- 
"  nerally  received.  But  if  no  report  of  this  kind  oc- 
"  curs  in  hiftory  -,  if  the  founders  made  no  provifion 
"  in  them  for  their  interment,  but  contrived  them,  as 
'*  far  as  we  know  or  are  informed,  to  be  clofe  com- 
*'  pad  buildings,  it  may  be  fo  far  prefumed,  that  the 
"  two  lefier  pyramids  at  leaft  could  never  have  been 
**  intended  merely  for  fepulchres. 

"  But  it  may  be  urged  that  the  fquare  chcft  of  gra- 
"  nite  marble,  in  die  upper  chamber  of  the  great  py- 
*'  ramid,  has  always  been  taken  for  the  coffin  of 
*'  Cheops  j  and  confequently,  that  the  pyramid  itfelf 
'*  might  have  been  intended  tor  the  place  of  his  fe- 
"  pukure.  Might  not  this  cheft  have  been  rather 
**  defigned  for  fume  religious  ufe,  and  to  have   bee;n 

'*  concerned 
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**  concerned  eirher  in  the  myftical  worfliip  of  Ofiris, 
"  or  to  have  ferved  for  one  of  their  facrcd  chells 
*'  wherein  either  the  images  of  their  deities,  o^  thei;- 
"  facrcd  veftments  or  utenfils  were  kept;  or  tUethac 
'*  it  was  afavifld  or  ciftern  for  the  holy  water  uied  in 
"  t^eir  ceremonies  and  purgations  ?  — 

"  It  is  remarkable  that  this  cheft  in  ftriking  it 
"  with  a  piece  of  iron  fliould  give  the  fame  muhcai 
"  note  (Elami,  if  I  millake  not)  with  the  chamber; 
*'  whereby  we  may  fuppofe  it  to  have  proportional 
*'  and  fimilar  dimenfions  -,  as  indeed  they  are  givea 
**  by  P.  Sicard,  though  different  from  what  they  are 
*'  in  Mr.  Greaves's  l^yramidographip.  Vv  e  are  to 
**  obferve  further,  that  this  cheil  is  fixed  fo  flrongly 
"  in  the  floor,  that  a  number  of  perfons  who  were 
*'  with  me,  were  not  able  to  move  it.  It  is  fitusted, 
"  perhaps  not  without  a  myftery,  in  the  fame  dircc- 
"  tion  with  the  mouth  of  the  pyramid,  directly  north- 
*'  ward  ;  a  pofition  that  was  likewife  given  to  the 
"  doors  of  other  Egyptian  edifices- — 

"  The  length  of  it,  which  is  above  fix  feet,  does" 
"  indeed  favour  the  received  opinion,  but  the  heighth 
"  and  breadth,  which  are  each  about  three  fett,  very 
"  far  exceed  the  uRial  dimenfions  of  the  Egypnan 
"  coffins.  Thole  which  I  have  feen,  and  by  them 
*'  we  may  judge  of  others,  were  of  a  different  form, 
*'  being  infcribed  with  hieroglyphics,  and  made  ex- 
*'  aflly  in  the  fadiion  of  the  mummy  chcfts,  juft  ca- 
**  pacious  enough  to  receive  one  body.  Whereas  this 
*'  pretended  one  of  Cheops  is  in  the  form  of  an  oblong 
*•  fquare  ;  neither  does  it  end,  as  the  mummy  chefts 
**  do,  in  a  pedeftal,  whereupon,  as  the  iafhion  itfelf 
*'  demonftratcs,  they  were  to  be  erefted,  and  fet  up- 
**  right.  Neither  is  it  adorned  with  any  facred  clu- 
"  raders,  which,  from  the  great  number  of  coffins 
"  which  are  never  known  to  want  them,  feem  to  have 
'*  been  a  general  as  well  as  a  necclfary  a6t  of  regard 
"  and  piety  to  the  deceafed. 
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*'  The  manner  likewife  in  which  it  is  placed,  is 
*'  quite  different  from  that  generally  obferved  by  the 
*' Egyptians  in  depofiting  their  dead  bodies;  mai- 
"  much  as  the  mnmm!es  alvvaysftand  upright,  where 
"  tmie  or  accident  have  not  dillurbed  them  ;  whereas 
"  this  cheft  lies  flat,  and  level  with  the  floor.  If  this 
*'  chefl:  then  was  not  intended  for  a  coffin,  (and  indeed 
**  Herodotus  exprefsly  tells  us  that  Cheops  was  buried 
**  upon  an  ifland  in  the  vaults  below,  where  the  Nile 
"  was  admitted,  the  fame  probably  with  the  bottom 
*'  or  end  of  the  paflTage,  where  Strabo  places  the  3-jjxjj,) 
**  we  have  fo  far  a  prefumptive  argument,  that  the 
*'  pyramid,  from  this  very  circumftance,  could  not 
"  have  been  intended  for  a  fepulchre.  Nay  upon  the 
*'  fuppofiticn  that  Cheops  and  others  had  been  buried 
*'  within  the  precincts  of  this,  or  any  other  of  the 
**  pyramids,  yet  ftill  this  was  no  more  than  was  prac- 
*'  tifed  in  other  temples,  and  would  not  therefore 
•«  deftroy  the  principal  ufe  and  dclign  for  which  they 
"  might  have  been  eredtd.  And  indeed  I  am  per- 
"  fuaded  that  few  perfons,  who  will  attentively  con- 
*'  fider  the  outward  figure  of  thefe  piles,  the  ftrudure 
*'  and  contrivance  of  the  feveral  apartments  in  the 
*'  infide  of  the  greatefl:,  together  with  the  ample 
"  provifion  that  was  made  near  this  and  the  fecond 
*'  pyramid,  for  the  reception,  as  it  may  be  fuppofed, 
«'  of  the  priefts  who  were  there  to  officiate,  but  will 
"  conclude  that  the  Egyptians  intended  the  larger  of 
"  them  for  one  of  the  places,  as  all  of  them  were  to 
"  be  at  lead  the  objecSts  of  their  worffiip  and  devotion. 

"Strabo,  as  far  as  I  know,  is  the  only  perfon 
"  among  the  ancients,  who  feems  to  have  been  ac- 
*'  quuinted  vv^ith  the  narrow  entrance  into  the  great 
"  pyramid,  which  he  tells  us  had  a  fl;one  placed  in 
«'  the  mouth  of  it  to  be  removed  at  pleafure.  We 
*'  have  only  a  fmail  alcent  up  to  this  entrance  at  pre- 
**  fent,  which  in  his  time  was  fituated  much  higher, 
"  or  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  pyramid  ;   whereby 

"  we 


Europe^  the  Holy  Landy  Egypt ,  Sec.        103 

*  we  are  fufficient  apprized  of  the  extraordinary  in- 
'  croachments,  which  the  annual  drifts  of  fand  have, 
'  fince  that  time,  made  upon  the  original  founda- 
'  tion.  However,  if  this  paflage  had  been  thus  ear- 
'  \y  left  open,  it  is  very  extraordinary  that  it  Ihould 
'  have  been  known  to  Strabo ;  that  the  vaults 
'  and  fubterrancous  chambers  lliould  have  been 
'  known  to  Herodotus ;  that  the  well  fliould  have 
'■  been  known  to  Pliny  ;  and  yet,  that  no  particular 
'  account  or  defcription  fliould  have  been  left  us, 
'  cither  of  the  fquare  vaulted  chamber,  that  lies 
'  upon  the  fame  floor  with  the  well ;  or  of  the  long 
'  and  lofty  gallery,  that  arifes  from  thence  ;  or  of 

•  the  two  clofets,  or  anti-chambers,  with  their  niches 

■  and  other  devices,  which  we  enter,    on  our  ariival 

■  at  the  top  of  this  gallery  ;  or  of  the  moft  fum- 

■  ptuous  and  ipacious  chamber,  incruftated  all  over 

•  with  granite  marble,  that  we  are  conducted  into 
afterwards ;  or  of  the  fquare  chefl  commonly  cal- 
led tbe  tomb  of  Cheops  which  is  placed  upon  the 
floor,  on  the  right  hand  in  entering  the  chamber. 
And  as  all  thefe  places  are  very  curious  and  re- 
markable, it  is  the  more  unaccountable,  why  they 
fhould  have  been  neglefted  or  overlooked,  or  the 
defcriptions  of  them  have  been  omitted  by  thofe 
authors  ;  efpecially  as  the  wall,  which  would  have 
eafily  introduced  them  into  this  large  fcene  of 
antiquitv,   was  well  known  to  one  of  them. 


Ha,  chap. 
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'Journey  to  Jacara  \  thence  to  Matharea,  the  ruined 
city  of  Heliopolis,  Old  Cairo,  and  Rofetta. 

AFTER  gratifying  ourfelves  with  a  fight  of 
the  ftupendoiis  pyramids,  we  purpofed  alfo  to 
vifit  the  mummy-pits  at  Jacara^  as  we  were  now  at 
no  great  diftance  from  them.  In  order  to  this  we 
palled  over  a  wild  fandy  plain,  but  not  without  fome 
("mall  villages,  and  near  them  Ibme  cultivated  fpots. 
In  one  of  thefe  villages,  called  Ahiifiris^  and  belong- 
ing to  Circas  Mahomed  Bey,  whole  ojfiicers  attended 
us,  we  were  obliged  to  take  up  our  lodging.  The 
inhabitants  are  very  fond  of  having  it  thought,  that 
it  is  built  on  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  city  called  Ahii- 
fais^  a  name  form.erly  common  to  feveral  cities  in 
Egypt  i  and  fome  veftiges  of  one  of  them  flill  re- 
main on  the  banks  of  iht  Nile.  Here  we  were  join- 
ed by  a  Sheik,  and  the  principal  of  one  of  the  vil- 
lages, both  on  horfe-back.  They  imagined  our  in- 
tention "vvas  only  to  fee  the  rnummy-pits,  as  they  ap- 
pear covered-  with  fand,  without  going  into  them  : 
v/hereas  we  made  no  queftion  of  linding  at  Jacara, 
people  enough,  who,  for  a  reward,  would  clear  the 
entrance  for  us  •,  fo  that,  without  taking  any  further 
precautions,  we  Tet  out  for  that  place. 

On  this  road  we  law  very  grand  ruins  ot  a  large 
city  called  Acantkcriim  Civitas.,  or  Acanthus  •,  and  at 
nq  great  diftance,  numbers  of  the  plants  called  acauT 
thus,  or  acacia,  v/hich  pri;bably  gave  name  to  the 
city.  It  ftood  on  the  river  Acheron,  properly  a  branch 
of  the  Nik, 

At 
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At  our  arrival  at  Jacara,  we  found  ourfelves  ut- 
terly diiappointed.  The  Englifh  conful  had,  indeed,  a 
few  days  before,  ordered  his  interpreter  to  fend  a 
meffenger  for  giving  notice  to  clear  the  pafiage  to 
the  pits  againft  our  arrival  j  but  nobody  feemed  to 
know  any  thing  of  fuch  a  meflage  ;  fo  that  we  had 
no  opportunity  of  feeing  thefe  pits.  Befides,  we  had 
no  letter  to  Ifmael  Bey's  fleward,  to  whom  the  vil- 
lage belonged  ;  for  by  fuch  a  letter,  accompanied 
vvith  a  fmall  prefent,  every  thing  would  have  been 
opened  to  us.  Alfo  our  having  with  us  an  officer  of 
Circas  Bey,  who  was  at  variance  with  Ifmael  Bey, 
contributed  to  our  difappointment.  But  what  abfo- 
lutely  rendered  our  journey  abortive,  was,  that  the 
Engliili  captain,  who  fpoke  Arabic,  and  who  was 
the  leader  of  our  company,  had  the  day  before  quar- 
relled with  father  Sicard,  whom  we  had  defired  to 
accompany  us,  and  fhew  us  every  thing  worth  no- 
tice in  our  way  ;  and  this  ecclefiaftic  being  piqued 
at  the  heat  of  riie  Englifhman,  determined  to  accom- 
pany us  no  further ;  for  otherwile,  being  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  cuftoms  of  the  country,  he  would 
<ioubtlels  have  found  fome  expedient  for  removing 
the  difficulty.  Thus  we  were  obliged  to  return, 
without  having  feen  any  thing;  and  the  peafanrs,, 
underflanding  we  had  no  letter  for  the  Caimakan, 
intimated  to  us,  that  they  would  not,  on  any  con- 
fideration,  fuffer  us  to  fee  the  mummy-pits.  We 
were,  however,  firmly  determined  to  make  a  fecond 
expedition  hither  i  an  account  of  which  will  be  ittn 
in  the  fequel. 

In  our  return  to  Cdivo  we  dined  in  a  Coptic  con- 
vept,  fituated  on  the  Nik,  nearly  oppofite  to  a  vil- 
lage called  Torre,  from  the  ancient  city  of  Troy,  a 
company  of  Trojans  being  faid  to  have  fettled  here, 
on  the  dellrudlion  of  their  city,  and  built  a  towi^ 
called  Trojamrum  ^kus,  or  Troja. 

A  MILE 
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A  MILE  farther  Vv^e  crolTed  the  Nile^  and  paficd  by 
another  Coptic  convent  •,  and  foon  after  afcended  a 
mountain,  on  which  is  a  fquare  tov/er,  commonly 
called  the  houfe  of  Moles  ;  and  near  it  the  valley, 
thought  to  be  that  where  the  Ifraelites,  when  they 
were  gathered  together,  pitched  their  tents.  We 
alfo  at  a  diftance  perceived  a  high  mountain,  on 
which  Mofes  is  faid  to  have  frequently  withdrawn  to 
pray.  And  before  we  reached  Cairo  we  faw  another 
Coptic  convent,  and  at  fome  diftance  from  it,  on  an 
eminence,  an  old  fquare  building,  laid  to  have  been 
erected  by  the  Drufes. 

Being  returned  to  Cairo^  we  vifited  fome  places  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  that  city  ;  particularly  a  vil- 
lage called  Matherea^  or  Mattharia^  about  an  hour 
and  a  half  from  Calro^  containing  feveral  delightful 
fummer-houfes  and  gardens.  One  of  them  has  a 
very  good  well  of  fp ring- water,  which  is  confidered 
as  a  very  extraordinary  circumftance.  The  water  is 
drawn  up  by  means  of  a  wheel,  on  the  circumference 
of  which  are  faftened  earthen  pots  •,  this  wheel  is 
turned  by  oxen,  and  the  water  received  into  a  refer- 
voir,  whence  it  is  carried  by  pipes  to  all  parts  of  the 
garden.  According  to  tradition,  the  Virgin  Mary, 
during  her  fbay  in  Egypt^  made  ufe  of  this  water, 
and  lived  for  fome  time  near  the  well,  the  houfe  itfelf 
being  ftill  Ihewn,  where  the  holy  family  refided  j 
and  near  it  a  larg^.  fycamore,  or  Pharaoh's  fig-tree, 
Vvhich  they  pretend  is  a  fhoot  of  that,  under  whofe 
fhadow  the  Virgin  Mary'ufed  to  fit  Vv'ith  the  infant 
Jefus  in  her  lap  ;  fome,  indeed,  will  have  it  to  be 
the  very  identical  tree. 

Here  formerly  grew  the  famous  balfam-trces, 
which  yielded  the  celebrated  balm  of  Gilead,  or  bal- 
fam  of  Mecca  ;  but  at  prefent  not  one  is  to  be  feen, 
they  having  all  been  tranfplanted  to  Mecca,  except 
one,  which  continued  here  a  long  time;  but  has 
been  fome  time  dead. 

I  HAVE 
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I  HAVE  frequently  eat  here  a  kind  of  dried  fweet 
beans,  called _y///j/^^  dukis^  ox  filiqiia  edulis.  In  Holland 
they  are  generally  called  St.  John's  bread,  from  a  no- 
tion, that  the  baptift  ufed  them  for  food  in  the  wilder- 
nefs  ;  tho*  they  grow  in  much  greater  plenty  in  Pa- 
lejiine  and  Judea.  The  Arabians  call  this  tree  carob, 
and  the  Greeks  Kotomia. 

About  a  mile  from  this  place  is  a  beautiful  obe- 
liflc,  {landing  in  the  middle  of  the  now  ruined  city 
of  Heliopolis.  It  is  formed  out  of  one  fingle  piece 
of  red  granite,  and  decorated  on  all  fides  with  hiero- 
glyphics and  emblems.  Its  prefent  height  is  about 
lixty  royal  feet ;  the  remaining  part,  together  with 
the  pedeftal,  being  buried  under  the  fand.  The  fide 
of  this  obelifk,  meafured  at  the  furface  of  ihe  ground, 
is  five  {tti  nine  inches.  It  is  fomething  damaocd 
near  the  bottom  by  the  Arabians,  who,  being  per- 
fuaded  there  are  treafures  hid  under  it,  have  attempt- 
ed to  throw  it  down.  They  call  the  place  where  it 
(lands,  or  rather,  the  obelifk  itfelf,  ylin  el  cha7nb^ 
beam  of  the  fun. 

In  our  return,  we  pafled  by  an  old  and  fpacious 
building,  commonly  called  the  Red-Sea  warehoufe, 
goods  intended  to  be  fent  to  the  coafl  of  that  fea  be- 
ing laid  up  there  -,  and  on  the  \th  hand  were  feveral 
mofques  and  tombs  of  the  ancient  foldans,  now  de- 
cayed. After  leaving  thefe  ruins,  we  entered  the 
city  of  Cairo,  thro'  a  grand  gate  of  frce-ftone,  called 
babel  foutom. 

Some  days  after,  father  Sicard,  being  now  per- 
fedly  reconciled,  accompanied  us  to  Old  Cairo.  In 
our  way  to  the  gate  we  pafled  through  a  flreet, 
which,  but  a  few  days  before,  had  been  inhabited 
by  public  proflitutes,  v/Ik)  had  been  driven  thence, 
and  their  houfes  demolifhed,  by  the  Ali  Aga  oi Cairo. 
He  alfo  did  the  fame  by  all  the  houfes  he  could  dif- 
cover  where  wine  was  fold,  punifliing  the  fellers  with 
the  baflinado  and  heavy  fines.     At  a  fniall  diflance 
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from  the  gate  we  came  to  a  biirying-place,  famous 
for  the  fepulchre  of  a  Turkifli  fanton.  He  was  cal- 
led Sheigh  el  himari,  /.  e.  tlie  patron  of  the  alTes.  And 
accordingly  thofe  creatures,  when  fick,  are  brought 
hither,  left  all  night  at  his  tomb,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing are  faid  to  be  perfedlly  recovered. 

OhJ}  CAIRO  lies  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
from  Neii)  Cairo,  and  the  road  to  it  bounded  on  both 
fides  by  high  fand- hills  •,  but  fome  paces  before  you 
enter  the  place,  is  a  well,  from  whence  the  water  is 
conveyed  by  an  aquedud;  to  the  caftle.  At  fome  di- 
ftance  below  the  furface  of  the  well,  is  a  wheel 
turned  by  four  oxen,  by  which  means  the  water  is 
drawn  up  into  a  large  bafon,  and  from  thence  runs 
into  the  aqueduft. 

OLD  CJIRO  was  formerly  much  larger  than 
at  prefcnt,  and  called  Babylon  •,  being  built  by  fome 
inhabitants  of  that  capital,  who  obtained  leave  from 
Cambyfes  to  fettle  here.  The  ruins  ftill  remaining 
fufRciently  jfhew,  that  this  city  was  formerly  very 
large  ;  but  the  trade  being  removed  to  Nezv  Cairo, 
it  is  now  very  thin  of  inhabitants,  and  great  num- 
bers of  the  houfes  falling  into  ruins.  1  cannot, 
however,  be  perfuaded,  but  its  fituation  is  much 
more  convenient  than  that  of  New  Cairo,  as  (landing 
nearer  the  Nik ;  and  when  this  river  overflows  its 
banks,  the  water  runs  clofe  by  the  city  in  a  very  ca- 
pacious canal,  when  great  numbers  of  the  opulent 
mhabitants  of  Nevj  Cairo  retire  hither. 
'  This  city  is  at  prefent  chiefly  inhabited  by  Cop- 
tic Chriftians,  intermixed  with  a  few  Greeks,  who 
are  allowed  the  public  exercife  of  their  religion. 
The  fathers  of  the  Holy  Land  have  alfo  here  a  kind 
of  convent,  though  feldom  above  three  or  four  re- 
fide  in  it.  The  intention  of  thefe  fathers  is  to  con- 
vert the  Coptics  -,  but  hitherto  they  have  had  very 
little  fuccefs  •,  though  they  are  fo  far  from  offering 
them  any  infult,  that  they  frequently  confult  them  -, 
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but  generally  with  regard  to  the  difeafes  of  the  body. 
One  of  the  fathers  accompanied  us  to  the  church  of 
St.  Sergius,  belonging  to  the  Coptis,  which  is  one 
of  the  largeft  they  have,  and  where  their  patriarch  is 
confecrated.  It  has  only  one  altar,  and  that  infu- 
lated ;  the  oratory  alfo  for  celebrating  mafs,  is  fepa- 
rated  from  the  reft  of  the  church.  Behind  the  altar 
are  feveral  femi-circular  fteps  of  marble ;  but  in 
other  relpefts,  this  fpacioiis  church  is  far  from  being 
fplendid,  and  kept  in  a  very  negligent  manner. 
What  chiefly  engaged  my  intention  in  it,  was  the 
variety  of  glafs  lamps,  of  all  colours  -,  the  art  of 
makiijg  which  is  at  prefent  unknown. 

Under  this  church  is  a  grotto,  now  converted 
into  a  chapel,  being,  according  to  tradition,  the 
place  where  the  holy  flimily  refided.  The  roof  is 
fupported  by  fmall  marble  pillars,  and  in  it  is  a  large 
piece  of  wood,  pretended  to  have  been  part  of  Noah's 
ark.  This  place  is  held  in  fuch  veneration  by  the 
fathers  of  the  Holy  Land,  that  they  pay  a  fum  of 
money  for  the  privilege  of  faying  mafs  here. 

Against  the  wall,  at  the  end  of  the  chapel,  is 
an  infcription,  whofe  explanation  for  Ibme  tim.e  exer- 
cifcd  the  erudition  of  the  antiquarians.  Neither 
Greek,  Copti,  nor  Mahometan,  could  read  it,  of 
even  tell  the  charader  it  was  written  in,  till  the  in- 
genious father  Sicard  folved  the  difficulty.  It  is  on- 
ly the  common  epitaph  of  a  Frenchman,  who,  it 
feems,  died  about  two  hundred  years  ago  at  Cairo  \ 
but  done  in  a  very  old  Gothic  charafter.  What  oc- 
cafioned  the  greateft  difficulty  here  was,  that  the 
ftone,  containing  the  infcription,  was  placed  in  the 
wall  in  an  inverted  pofition. 

We  alfo  vifited  another  Coptic  church,  called,  in 
their  language,  Maica,  i.  e.  Handing  high,  it  is 
part  of  a  round  tower,  and  the  afcent  to  it  is  by  a 
flight  of  fteps.  This  tower  is  of  great  antiquity, 
^nd  thought  to  have  beei).  built  in  the  time  of  Cam- 
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byfes ;  and  afterwards  ferved  as  a  barrack  for  the 
Roman  foldiers,  when  Egypt  was  under  that  empire. 
This  church  has  two  naves  ;  but  without  either 
beauty  or  ornament,  except  the  above-mentioned 
lamps. 

From  this  tower  we  vifited  another  ftru(5lure  of 
the  lame  kind,  inhabited  by  poor  Greeks  of  both 
fexes,  who  hve  chiefly  on  charity.  Here  we  were 
conduced  into  a  church  dedicated  to  St.  George, 
which  afforded  nothing  particular  except  a  pillar,  to 
which  was  faftened  a  chain,  for  confining  idiots  or 
mad  people,  in  order  to  theil  being  recovered  by 
the  interceirion  of  that  faint.  Before  this  pillar  is 
placed,  in  a  nich,  an  arm,  faid  by  fome  to  have  be- 
longed to  St.  George  ;  but  others  will  have  it  to  be  a 
relnfl  of  St.  Gregory.  At  the  time  of  the  over- 
flowing of  the  ISile^  feveral  Greeks  from  Cairo  refide 
in  this  tower,  which  is  then  very  cool  and  pleafant. 
Above  the  church  is  a  handfome  terrace,  with  fmall 
rooms  for  the  entertainment  of  ftrangers,  who  never 
fail,  at  their  departure,  to  leave  fome  donation  to 
the  church,  and  the  poor  maintained  here. 

I  CANNOT  Jeave  Old  Cairo ^  without  taking  notice 
of  certain  large  buildings,  furrounded  with  a  very 
antique  wall,  and  commonly  called  Jofeph's  grana- 
ries, or  ftorehoufes  J  and  ftill  apropriated  by  the 
Turks  to  the  fame  ufe.  Near  Old  Cairo  is  alfo  a 
burying-place,  where  the  people  in  general,  both 
Chrifrians  and  Mahometans,  firmly  believe,  that  on 
Good  Friday,  the  fkeletons  of  the  deceafed  rife  out 
9f  their  graves,  and  v/alk  round  the  inclofure. 

Oppo.'-ite  to  Old  Cairo  we  obferved  a  mofque  and 
a  kind  of  caftle,  fl:anding  on  the  banks  of  the  ISile, 
Here  the  increafe  of  that  river  is  exadtly  obferved  •, 
tut  it  is  not  eafy  for  a  Frank  to  obtain  admittance, 
the  people,  who  are  extremely  fuperffitious,  be- 
ing perfuaded,  that  a  cattivo  ochio,  or  evil  eye  of 
g  Fraukj  would  hinder  the  Nik  from  riflng  to  its  pro- 
per 
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per  height.  This  difficulty,  however,  we  found 
might  be  removed  by  money ;  but  they  would  not 
liiffcr  us  to  take  an  accurate  view  of  the  place.  AH 
we  obferved  was  a  large  bafon,  which  has  a  commu- 
nication with  the  Nile.  Round  this  bafon  is  a  quad- 
rangular piazza,  and  in  the  center  of  it  a  pillar,  021 
which  the  height  of  the  water  is  marked,  and  coii- 
fequently  the  increafe  of  the  Nile  is  at  all  times 
known.  This  pillar  appeared  to  be  of  marble,  and 
of  Turkifh  architecture. 

Bein^)  returned  to  Cairo^  we  next  prepared  for  a 
voyage  to  Rofeita,  and  from  hence  to  Alexandria : 
Accordingly  we  hired  a  fmall  veiTel,  called  a  cnij^JJe^ 
for  which  we  paid  315  medins,  about  2/.  4J.  yd. 
fterling.  The  current  carried  us  down  the  river  at 
a  conliderable  rate,  till  the  afternoon,  when  the 
ftrength  of  wind,  which  was  directly  contrary, 
obliged  us  to  come  to  an  anchor  at  the  village  of 
Montice^  and  again  at  Neglie,  about  half  way  between 
Cairo  and  Rofetta.  Here  we  ihot,  m  an  orange- 
grove,  a  kind  of  bird  called  gidejad.  It  was  about 
the  fize  of  a  pigeon,  the  feathers  black  with  white 
fpots,  and  the  claws  long  and  of  a  dark  colour, 
Thefe  birds  are  common  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile  ; 
but  the  flefh  is  tough  and  hard,  and  of  a  lilhy 
taile. 

The  third  day  we  came  to  an  anchor  near  a  large 
village  called  Sa  el  Hajer^  where  we  faw  feveral  ruins 
of  the  ancient  city  of  6'j/j,  originally  an  Athenian 
colony ;  and  fome  miles  farther,  feveral  mmuli  and 
ruins.  Here  is  particularly  a  large  ftatue  of  a  wo- 
man in  a  fitting  poiture,  formed  out  of  a  block  of 
bluifli  marble ;  the  whole  is  entire  except  the  head, 
which  has  been  carried  to  Cairo  ;  and,  indeed,  the 
whole  ftatue  would  have  been  removed  to  that  city,  •■ 
had  not  its  enormous  weight  rendered  their  at- 
tempts abortive.  The  hieroglyphics  are  ftill  vifiblc 
on  it,  and  the  whole  is  in  good  condition.     Not  far 
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from  thence  we  were  fhewn  a  fpot,  where  large  pks 
have  been  dug ;  and  we  wtre  informed,  that  the 
Caimacan  has  caukd  feveral  peafiints  to  be  baftina- 
doed  for  retufing  to  work ;  and  that  he  had  found 
fourteen  camel  loads  of  treafure.  This  ftory  was 
gravely  affirmed  to  be  true  by  the  Turk  who  accom- 
panied us.  But  be  this  as  it  may,  I  was  highly 
plealed  with  finding  near  them  a  Hone,  on  which 
was  the  following  infcription  : 

ATTOKPATOPA  KAICAPA 

MAPKON   ATPHAION    ANTON EINON 

CEB  ACTON     APMHNIAKON     MHAIKON 

nAP0IKON    METICTON 

H   nOAlC  TON    ETEPTETHN. 

Here  we  alfo  faw  the  fmall  float*  ufed  by  the 
filhermen  in  croffing  the  Nile.  They  confift  of  bun- 
dles of  reeds  about  a  foot  and  a  half  in  length,  fa- 
ilened  together,  and  floated  by  calabaflies.  Two 
men  may  Hand  on  them  ;  but  they  are  level  with  the 
water,  having  neither  fides  nor  rails. 

In  the  afternoon  we  ft:opped  between  the  villages 
Majpra  and  Cha-verik,  which  lie  pretty  clofe  to  each 
other.  Here  we  fhot  feveral  turtle  doves  in  their 
favourite  haunts,  the  orange-groves  j  and  another 
bird,  about  the  fize  of  a  thrufli,  but  of  a  green  co- 
lour, and  refcmbling  a  parrot,  except  its  bill.  They 
are  very  common  in  Palejline^  and  their  flefli  remark- 
ably palatable.  Here  we  faw  feveral  proititutes, 
"who  feem  to  have  abandoned  all  fenfe  of  Ihame  -,  for 
they  boldly  afLcd  us  to  accompany  them  to  their  huts, 
which  were  at  fome  diitance  from  the  village.  Their 
drefs  was  different  from  that  of  other  v/omen,  and 
round  their  necks  they  wore  pieces  of  gold  coin.  I 
thought  it,  indeed,  no  great  virtue  to  refill  their 
temptations ;  but  a,  renegado  Frenchman  was  of  a^ 
different  opinion  •,  and  we  could  not  forbear  fmiling. 
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to  fee  him,  at  his  return,  perform  the  I'urkifh  ablu- 
tion of  waihing  his  whole  body. 

We  next  came  to  a  large  village  called  Mentoubes^ 
noted  alfo  for  profritutes,  but  had  now  quitted  their 
habitations,  through  fear  of  Ibrahim  Bey  and  his 
men,  who  were  here  incamped.  Theie  proititutes 
pay  a  tax  to  the  lord  of  the  village,  which  entities 
them  to  his  prote6lion.  And  therefore  a  Chriftian 
or  Jew,  if  furprized  with  thefe  women,  efcapes 
more  eafily  than  in  other  places  of  the  Turkilh  do- 
minions, as  rigorous  proceedings  would  be  detriment 
tal  to  their  interefl. 

In  the  morning,  before  our  arrival  at  Rofctia,  we 
were  overtaken  with  a  ilorm  of  wind  and  raii-i,  which 
was  the  lirft  rain  I  had  it^n  in  Egypt  %  nor  did  this 
extend  to  Cairo.  On  our  landing  at  Rofetta^  we  re- 
paired to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Cadenel,  a  French  m.er' 
chant,  who  had  lately  refigned  his  place  of  Englifh 
vice-conful,  purfuant  to  an  order  from  the  French 
court,  that  none  iliould  execute  an  office  under  a 
foreign  prince  ;  though  he  ftill  aded  in  the  lame 
capacity,  but  without  the  title  i  receiving  ail  perfons 
recommended  to  him  from  Mr.  Moor,  the  Fnglilh 
conful  at  Cairo^  in  a  very  courteous  and  friendly 
manner,  without  any  ceremony,  as  is  intimated  by 
the  word  LI  BERT  AS,  painted  in  cajpital  letters 
over  the  door  of  his  dining-room. 

ROSETTA  is  the  ancient  Campus^  by  the  in- 
habitants called  Rafcid,  from  Caliph  Rafcid,  who 
rebuilt  and  enlarged  it.  This  is  one  of  the  richej't 
and  moft  beautiful  cities  in  Egypt^  both  from  its 
fine  fituation  on  the  Nile^  elegant  buildings,  conve-" 
nient  kanes  for  merchants  and  goods,  and  exteniive 
commerce.  The  bazars,  or  markets,  are  well  ftock'd 
with  goods  and  provifions. 

The  inhabitants  in  general  live  in  large  public 
buildings  called  okeU  built  of  brick,  very  lofty,  and 
i,n  a  fquare  form ;  havmg  an  open  court  in  the  mid- 
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die,  very  convenient  for  tradefmen.  The  roofs  are* 
flat,  according  to  the  eaftern  ciiftom.  Plere  are  fe- 
veral  Turkifh  mofques,  whofe  minarets  greatly  aug- 
ment the  beauty  of  the  city. 

RO SE'T'TA  is  built  on  a  fandy  plain,  on  the 
banks  of  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Nik^  and  is  about 
half  an  hour  in  length,  and  a  quarter  in  breadth^ 
but  without  fortifications,  not  having  a  fingle  wall 
for  its  defence ;  fo  that  its  whole  fafety  depends  on 
the  difficulty  of  Ihips  entering  the  rnouth  of  the 
-Nile^  which  falls  into  the  fea  about  five  miles  below 
the  city.  It  would,  however,  be  no  difficult  tafiv  ta 
take  Rofetta,  after  being  in  pofieffion  of  Alexandria 
and  the  caftle  of  Bequier  ;  the  diftance  between  /llex- 
andria  and  Rofetta  being  only  eleven  or  twelve 
leagues  by  land,  and  about  fifty  by  fea. 

This  city  is  very  populous  •,  but  the  number  of 
its  inhabitants  cannot  be  computed  with  any  degree 
of  accuracy,  becaufe  of  the  great  number  of  fo- 
reigners, who,  on  account  of  the  trade  with  CairOy 
Alexandria^  and  other  places,  are  continually  going 
from  one  to  the  other.  The  Mecca  pilgrims  alfo  in- 
creafe  the  difficulty,  as  their  number  is  continually 
fiuftuating.  Some  years  ago  it  appeared,  by  a  pret- 
ty exaft  lift  delivered,  by  order,  to  the  Pafcha  of 
Cairo,  that  the  number  of  weavers  in  this  city 
amounted  to  forty  thoufand  ;  and  fince  that  time, 
they  are  confiderably  increafed. 

The  aga,  who  commands  in  Rofetta^  under  the 
Pafcha  of  Cairo,  is  at  the  head  of  all  civil  afi^airs, 
and  receives  the  Grand  Signior's  duties  and  cuftoms. 
And  the  fardar,  who  commands  the  janizaries,  has 
under  him  eighteen  foubafci,  or  captains  of  foot, 
-^and  about  two  thoufand  janizaries,  who  receive  pay, 
though  the  far  greater  part  of  them  are  burghers  of 
the  town.  Here  is  alfo  another  kind  of  foldiery, 
'  more  ancient  and    numerous    than  the  janizaries, 
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called  azaphs  j  but  thcfe  were  not  efteemed  equal  to 
the  janizaries,  nor  are  they  lb  well  armed. 

There  are  alio  in  Rofdta    about   three  hundred 
Jewifli  families,  twenty  Greek,  and  a  great  number 
of  Coptic.     All  the  inhabitants  ufe  hand-mills  for 
grinding,  their    corn,   made  by  the  Arabians.     At 
prefent  there  are  no  more  than  four  French  houfes  in 
this  city,  and  thefe  only  faftories  to  the  merchants 
of  Marfeilks,  who  have  alio  a  vice-conful  here,   in 
fome  mealure  dependent  on  the  conful  of  Cairo,   tho* 
he  is  not  nominated  by  him.     All  thefe  live  in  a  large 
kane  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,   which   is  here  of  a 
great  breadth.     This  kane  commands  a  beautiful 
profpcd:  over  the  country  called  Delta  -,   it  has   alio  a 
fmall  church,  and  a  convent  of  fathers  of  the  Holy 
hand. 

When  any  Frank  dies  at  Rofetta,  he  is  carried  to 
Alexandria  and  buried  in  a  church-yard  near  the  fea- 
fide ;  where  alfo  the  Jews  have  their  burial-place, 
furrounded  with  fmall  houfes  for  the  flielter  of  the 
women,  who  come  thither  to  weep  over  their  deceaf- 
ed  friends.  Near  the  Franks  kane  is  a  mofque,  the 
minaret  of  v/hich  leans  extremely :  not  that  it  was 
fo  originally,  like  the  tower  of  rifa,  but  contracted  it 
from  a  decay  in  the  foundation,  though  the  Turks 
give  themfelves  no  concern  about  repairing  it. 

The  adjacent  country  is  very  delightful,  being  in- 
terfperfed  with  gardens  of  orange,  palm,  and  other 
trees  •,  but  few  proper  for  timber  are  feen  here  ;  fo  that 
they  are  obliged  to  fetch  that  commodity  from  C^;?- 
Jiantinople  and  Natalia.  The  rice  grounds  alfo  make  a 
very  elegant  appearance.  The  country  to  the  welt  of 
the  town  is  fandy,  and  without  verdure,  except  a  few 
palm-trees  at  a  great  diilance  from  one  another  •,  but 
the  lands  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  in  the  Delta, 
are  finely  cultivated,  and  are,  indeed,  the  mod  fruit- 
ful fpots  in  all  E^pt ;  being  every  where  interfper- 
fed  with  canals,  which  convey  the  watqf  from  the 
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Nile  ;  and  accordingly  they  abound  with  wheat,  bar- 
ley, rice,  &c.  alio  with  cotton,  pulfe,  and  herbs  of 
all  kinds  1  but  very  few  fruit-trees. 

Here  are  aifo  bred  great  numbers  of  all  kinds  of 
cattle,  as  oxen,  fneep,  buffalos,  alTes,  &c.  the  pa- 
ftures  being  exceeding  rich.  But  game  is  very 
fcarce,  efpecially  partridges,  though  other  kinds  of 
birds  are  common  here.  Near  the  town  are  alfo  fe- 
veral  (mall  illands,  of  which  one  is  faid  to  have  been 
lately  confiderably  enlarged,  and  now  produces  great 
quantities  of  rice. 

On  the  north  and  fouth  fides  of  the  town,  and 
even  along  the  river's  fide,  are  feveral  plantations  of 
iycamore,  orange,  date,  and  Cyprus  trees ;  and  in 
iome  parts  fugar-canes  :  all  which  were  now  in  their 
moft  lively  verdure,  owing  to  the  great  plenty  of 
water  perpetually  conveyed  to  the  gardens. 

The  trade  here  is  in  lo  flourilhing  a  condition, 
that  there  are  faid  to  be  fixty  germes,  or  flat-bot- 
tom'd  barks,  employed  in  exporting  goods  io  Alex- 
andria^ each  of  which  carry  five  hundred  quintals. 
The  faies  alfo  take  in  their  lading  in  Beq^uier  road, 
not  far  from  hence,  becaufe  of  the  difficulty  of  en- 
tering the  Nile,  there  not  being  in  fome  places  above 
fix  or  feven  feet  water.  But,  however  great  the 
commerce  here  is,  it  is  chiefly  carried  on  by  the  na- 
tives, the  French  vellels  not  being  allowed  to  come 
cither  to  Kofetta  or  Damieta,  but  only  to  Alexan- 
dria, 

While  we  continued  at  Rofetta,  we  favv  a  brrde 
conducing  to  her  hufband's  houfe.  Firft  came  fe- 
veral women  playing  on  fmall  drums,  called  at  Smyr- 
na'ti^i  ;  and  next  the  bride  fupported  by  two  of  her 
intimate  acquaintance,  who,  at  every  third  or  fourth 
ffep,  made  a  Ihrill  tremulous  noife,  not  unlike  that  of 
young  pigeons,  or  turkies :  the  procelTion  was  clofed 
by  other  women,  probably  {laves,  and  all,  according 
to  the  cufiom  of  the  country,  veiled. 
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In  Rofetta  is  a  large  area,  where  the  Arabians  and 
Moors  daily  exercire  thcmfelves  in  wrcflhng,  run- 
ning, throwing  the  lancf,  &c.  bur  they  are  not  al- 
Jowed  fire-arms  in  any  part  of  the  coiiniry.  Indeed, 
if  this  prohibition  was  remitted,  the  Twks  would 
not  be  long  mailers  of  Egypt  -,  thefe  people  being 
naturally  turbulent,  refraftory,  -and  fond  of  innova- 
tions. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Nilc^  about  two  miles  from 
the  fea,  and  to  the  north  of  Rofetta^  is  the  fort  that 
defends  the  entrance  of  the  river :  But  this  fortifica- 
tion confifts  only  of  a  fmall  fquare,  flanked  with 
fnultangiilar  towers,  about  twenty  tcet  in  diameter, 
and  furrounded  with  a  moat.  In  t-Iie  center  of  it  is 
a  large  fquare  tower,  about  twelve  feet  higher  than 
the  others.  The  parapets  between  the  cmbrafures 
are  covered  with  tenter-hooks,  and  have  loop-holes 
in  the  upper  part.  The  whole  is  firmly  built  of 
free-done,  and  has  fifteen  pieces  of  cannon,  but  ma- 
ny of  them  unferviceable. 

To  the  N.  E.  of  this  fort,  and  on  the  oppofite 
ilde  of  the  river,  is  a  mofque,  v^-here  are  fine  brafs 
four-pounders ;  and  on  a  point  of  land  near  the 
mofque  is  a  battery  of  feven  pieces  from  four  to  fix- 
pounders,  and  one  twelve-pounder  :  But  this  would 
do  very  little  damage  to  an  enemy  -,  nor  is  the  fort 
itfelf  well  provided,  either  with  military  flores  or 
provifions. 

The  mouth  of  the  Nile  being  expofed  to  the  north 
wind,  which  here  caufes  a  very  hollow  fea,  fuch  quan- 
tities of  fand  are  thrown  up,  that  the  entrance  is  ren- 
dered extremely  dangerous.  Accordingly  no  fliip 
ventures  to  come  near  it,  but  in  fine  weather  -,  when 
the  fea  being  fmooth,  the  land-banks  are  again  car- 
ried away  by  the  current ;  but  the  channel  being  ve- 
ry uncertain,  by  reafon  of  the  fiiifting  of  the  land- 
banks,  pilots  always  attend  here,  as  at  the  other 
mouths,  who  are  obliged,   three  or  four  times  a  day, 
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to  found  acrofs  the  river,  and  by  this  means  are  able  to 
bring  in  the  vcffels  without  any  danger-,  and  for  which 
they  receive  a  gratuity  from  each.  The  depth  of 
the  water  at  the  mouths  of  the  Nile^  is  generally  not 
above  fix  or  feven  feet,  and  further  in  ten  or  twelve  ; 
but  at  Rofeita^  commonly  fifteen.  I  mud  here  ob- 
fervc,  that  the  entrance  of  the  Nile  is  fo  dangerous, 
that  it  is  become  a  proverb  for  any  difficult  under- 
taking ',  and  this  I  muft  own  was  what  induced  us  to 
alter  our  intention  of  going  by  water  to  Jlexandria^ 
and  hire  mules,  for  which  we  paid  forty-three  medins, 
about  ten  fliilhngs  fterling.  But  at  our  \Q?.v\v<o]^ofetta^ 
as  before  at  our  entrance,  a  medin  was  required  of 
each,  for  Caph.^.r. 


CHAP.     VIIT. 

journey  from  Rofetta  to  Alexandria  -,  with  Jome 
account  of  the  latter^  its  ports,  and  adjacent 
country.     Return  to  Rofetta,  and  Caivo. 

E  left  Rofetta  at  break  of  day,  and  after 
pafling  through  a  wood  of  palm-trees,  we 
came  to  a  fandy  plain,  not  having  a  fingle  tree  in 
it  •,  and  where  the  traveller  would  often  lofe  his  way, 
by  the  perpetual  fliifting  of  the  fand,  were  it  not 
for  feveral  round  towers,  about  twelve  feet  high 
and  three  in  diameter,  built  within  fight  of  one 
another,  by  which  the  traveller  is  directed  to  the 
fea-fide.  But  after  travelling  about  an  hour  on  this 
plain,  we  met  vvith  a  refrefliment  which  merits  the 
thanks  of  all  who  travel  over  this  defert.  It  con- 
fifts  of  three  large  jars  full  of  excellent  water.  They 
iland  under  a  cupola  of  ftone  fupported  by   four 
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'btick  pilars.     This  water  is  brought  frefh  every  day 
from  Rofetta  on  muks. 

After  our  arrival  on  the  Tea- fliore,  we  travelled 
along  it  till  we  were  about  midway,  where  there  is  a 
large  but  very  indifferent  caravanfera,  called  nmdiny 
fituated  on  an  arm  of  the  fea,  which  you  here  ferry 
over.  In  this  building  the  ferrymai^  and  his  fervants 
live,  in  order  to  attend  on  travellers.  And  this  is 
the  only  place  on  the  whole  road  where  you  can  pafs 
the  ni<;ht ;  though  it  is  none  of  the  fafeft,  on  ac- 
count of  the  frequent  robberies  committed  in  this 
country  by  the  Arabians  and  Bedouins.  Every  ftran- 
gcr  for  himfelf  and  mule  pays  nine  paras,  about  fix- 
teen  perK:e  fterling,  for  paffing  ovrr.  The  water  of 
this  arm  of  the  fea  is  fait,  except  at  the  time  of  the 
inundation  of  the  Nile^  when  it  is  perfectly  frefii. 

After  palTing  this  creek,  we  continued  our 
journey  fcr  fome  time  along  the  coaft,  and  then 
turned  up  the  country,  leaving  on  the  right,  Bequier^ 
a  village  and  caftle,  before  which,  during  the  fiim- 
mer,  is  good  anchoring  for  fhips,  and  is^thence  con- 
fidcred  as  the  road  of  Rofetta.  In  the  mean  time, 
that  we  might  omit  viewing  no  object  that  deferved 
attention,  we  approached  the  caftle,  in  order  to  fur- 
vey  it  and  the  road  more  attentively. 

It  lies  about  twenty-one  miles  N.  E.  o^  Alexandria^ 
and  is  fhtltered  from  the  fea  by  a  fmall  uninhabited 
idand,  having  on  it  neither  water  nor  tree.  The  ca- 
ftle, which  commands  this  road,  is  built  on  the  point 
ot  a  rock  proje6ting  into  the  fea,  and  about  three 
miles  from  the  ifland.  It  is  an  irregular  and  iU  for- 
tified quadrangle.  In  the  center  of  it  is  a  large  round 
tower  pretty  lofty,  the  top  of  which  ferves  for  a 
light-houfe. 

This  caftle  has  a  battery  of  eight  brafs  cannon, 
from  four  to  fix  pounders  -,  but  the  works  in  no  better 
condition  than  thofe  at  Rofetta.  Theembrafures  are 
about  half  the  height  of  the  wall,  and  under  them  'a 
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mafked  battery  level  with  the  water's  edge.  Tiie 
wall  is  about  eighteen  feet  high,  and  eight  or  nine  in 
thicknefs ;  but  in  feveral  places  wants  repairing. 
The  entrance  of  the  caftle  is  on  the  well  fide,  over  a 
draw-bridge  •,  for  the  whole  fortification  is  Ihrrounded 
by  a  moat  near  thirty  feet  wide  and  twelve  deep. 
The  garrifon  confifts  of  about  twenty-five  Arabians, 
to  whom  the  Governor  allows  free  quarters,  on  con- 
dition, that  on  the  firft  fignal  made  by  the  caftle,  they 
immediately  repair  to  their  duty.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  village  alfo  do  the  fame. 

These  parts  are  entirely  deftitute  of  wood,  fo  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  village  are  obliged  to  purchafe 
it  of  fhips  coming  from  Conjlantinopk  and  Natalia, 
But  this  is  generally  done  by  way  of  barter,  giving 
in  exchange  horned  cattle,  game,  &c.  which  they 
have  in  plenty  ;  but  vegetables  of  all  kind  are  very 
fcarce. 

The  next  morning  early  we  arrive(3  zx.  Alexandria^ 
having  left  on  our  right  hand  the  ruins  of  an  ancient 
fcru6ture,  which  we  were  affured  was  once  the  palace 
of  Catharinda's  father.  We  entered  Alexandria  thro* 
one  of  the  gates  of  the  old  city,  called  Rofetta  gate, 
where  three  medins  were  demanded  or  each.  After 
pafTing  through  the  old  city,  we  came  to  another 
gate  leading  to  the  new,  built  between  the  old  and 
the  nevvf  harbour. 

Here  we  took  up  our  lodgings  with  Mr.  Thomas 
Hume,  fecretary  and  vice-conful  to  the  Englifh  na- 
tion. He  refided  in  a  kane,  where  feveral  French 
merchants  alfo  had  tkeir  quarters.  There  is  likewife 
another  build  ins;  of  the  fame  kind  for  the  French 
vice-conful,  where  feveral  other  merchants  of  the 
fame  nation  refide,  and  have  in  thefe  kanes  very  con- 
venient apartments. 

ALEXANDRIA,  formerly  the  ftrongeft  and 
moft  confiderable  city  of  all  Egypt^  and  ftili  by  the 
Jews  called  Nc-Ammon^  has  now,  like  m:iny   other 
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in  the  eaft,  totally  loft  its  ancient  fplendor,  and 
would  probably  have  been  long  fince  loll  and  buried 
in  oblivion,  had  not  the  conveniency  of  its  harbour 
for  trade  and  navigation  luuported  its  tottering  con- 
dition, and  left  it  confiderable  remains.  The  old 
city  however  is  little  the  better  for  it,  the  whole  termi- 
nating in  the  new,  which  has  been  built  on  the  fea- 
fhore,  without  the  walls  of  the  former.  It  lies  in  a 
level  fandy  country  :  On  the  north  is  a  very  beauti- 
ful port,  defended  by  two  forts  built  on  each  fide 
of  its  entrance  ;  and  on  the  fouth  fide  is  the  lake 
Mareotis^  about  five  hundred  toifes  from  the  city. 
The  old  port,  which  lies  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
city,  is  one  of  the  beft  in  all  the  Mediterranean :  The 
tVv'o  ports  are  feparated  only  by  a  peninfula,  about 
a  hundred  toifes  in  breadth  ;  and  on  the  extremity 
of  this  peninfula,  is  a  fort  called  the  great  pharilion,  of 
which  I  fhall  fpeak  further  in  the  fequel. 

This  peninfula  appears  to  be  the  ancient  ifland  of 
Pharos,  which  lay  before  the  port,  and  was,  by 
Cleopatra,  joined  to  the  continent  ;  and  on  it,  in 
the  time  of  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  was  the  celebra- 
ted Pharos,  a  tower  of  white  ftone,  built  by  Softra- 
tus  Gnldius,  to  ferve  as  a  light-houfe,  for  the  fafety 
of  mariners ;  and  from  whence  the  light-houfes, 
among  the  Greeks  and  Latins,  were  called  Phan  ; 
and  probably  the  modern  Turkifti  and  Greek  words 
Fanar  and  (j^xva^i,  are  derived  from  the  fame  fource, 
as  they  fignify  a  beacon,  or  lantern. 

This  city,  whofe  circuit  is  not  fmall,  for  it  took 
us  up  an  hour  and  a  quarter  to  ride  round  it,  was  in- 
clofed  by  a  double  wall,  faced  with  free-ftone.  Thefe 
walls  confifted  of  curtains  and  large  towers,  with, 
fmaller  between  them,  to  the  number  cf  fixty  or  fe- 
venty,  and  moftly  fquare,  though  fome  were  round, 
and  others  oval.  They  had  alfo  in  general  three  fto- 
ries,  and  each  feveral  apartments,  which  in  my  opir 
nion,  WQuld  hold  fome  hundreds  of  faldiers  for  the 
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defence  of  each.  They  had  alfo  loop-holes  all 
round,  according  to  the  manner  of  the  ancients. 

These  walls  were  very  firmly  builr,  and  fix  or 
feven  feet  thick,  and  in  fome  places  furrounded  with 
a  moat  about  feven  toifes  in  breadrh,  but  at  prcfent 
quite  filled  up.  There  were,  however,  no  outworks 
of  any  kind  to  hinder  the  approach  of  an  enemy. 
On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  city  gieat  part  of  the  in- 
ward wall  is  ftill  remaining  -,  it  is  five  or  fix  feet 
higher  than  the  outward,  and  the  fpace  between 
them  twelve  feet.  The  inner  wall  has  alfo  fmall 
round  and  fquare  towers,  like  the  outward.  But 
the  far  greater  part  cf  both  thtfe  walls  is  now 
entirely  in  ruins,  not  being  kept  in  the  kail  re- 
pair; 

Possibly  it  may  be  thought,  that  thefe  walls  were 
built  by  Alexander  the  Great,  who  changed  the  name 
of  this  city  into  Alexandria^  its  original  appellation 
being  LecniopoliSj  from  the  figure  of  a  lion  on  the 
lignet  with  which,  according  to  Philip's  dream,  the 
womb  of  Olympias  was  fealed.  But  thefe  walls  do 
not  appear  to  me  to  be  fo  ancient ;  for  Firfl,  the 
very  archites^lure  of  them  feems  more  modern:  Se- 
condly, we  read  of  an  earthquake,  by  v/hich  this 
city  was  entirely  ruined  ;  and  Thirdly,  the  circuit  of 
thefe  walls  is  not  of  an  extent  anfwerable  to  the  de- 
fcriptions  left  us,  by  the  ancients,  of  this  celebrated 
city;  as  after  the  deftrudlion  o^ Carthage  it  was,  next 
to  Rome^  the  largeft  city  in  the  known  world,  Tliefe 
reafons  induce  me  to  differ  from  fome  refpeftable  an- 
tiquaries ;  and  to  confider  thefe  walls  as  a  work  of  the 
Saracens  orMammelukes. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  whole  fpace  within  the 
walls  and  towers  is  now  almofb  entirely  forfaken, 
mod  of  the  inhabitants  having  retired  into  the  new 
city,  which  is  ereded  on  the  fpot  where  the  ancient 
fuburbs  flood  ;  namely,  on  the  peninfula  which  fe- 
parates  the   two  ports.       This  new   city  confines 
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on  the  fouth  fide  on  the  walls  of  the  old,  but  towards 
the  Tea  it  has  no  other  defence  than  the  two  cafllts 
at  the  entrance  of  the  port  ;  and  thefe  are  badly  pro- 
vided for  making  any  long  defence,  as  will  appear  in 
the  fequel.  The  houfes  are  in  general  better  built 
than  in  moft  other  Tiirkifh  towns ;  but  in  every 
thing  elfe  it  nearly  refembles  them.  Moft  of  t-hc 
Franks  live  in  kanes,  here  called  ckel,  and  which 
are  all  (lately  edifices.  However,  one  great  incon- 
veniency  in  this  new  city,  is  the  want  of  water, 
which  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  fetch  daily  from 
the  Old  town,  in  luders,  i.  e.  ox  or  buffalo  fliins,  on 
camels  or  afles.  And  this,  I  think,  is  a  fufficient 
proof,  that  in  ancient  times  this  part  was  not  inha- 
bited-, as  otherv/ife  it  is  natural  to  think,  refervoirs 
would  have  been  made  here  as  in  old  Alexandria. 

Three  of  the  gates  of  the  old  city  are  ftill  re- 
maining in  tolerable  condition;  and  thefe  are  every 
night  locked  in  prefence  cf  the  commander  of  the 
fort,  called  the  Great  Fharillcn  ;  but  no  guard  is 
placed  for  their  fecurity.  Near  the  Rofetta  gate  is  a 
Jong  ftreet,  inhabited  by  three  hundred  and  fifty 
families  of  tradefmen  •,  and  on  t!ie  fouth  fide  of  the 
city,  near  the  pepper  gate,  is  a  fmall  ftreet,  ftill 
called  Bazar,  inhabited  by  about  forty  or  fifty  fami- 
Jies.  There  is  alfo  a  third  gate  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  city,  at  the  end  of  a  little  ftreet,  called  alfo  Ba- 
zar, where,  not  long  fince,  about  twenty  families 
refided.  The  Venetian  conful,  at  that  time;,  had  al- 
fo his  houfe  there  ;  but  at  prefent  it  is  altered  into  a 
handfome  convent  belonging  to  the  fathers  of  the 
Holy  Land ;  and  near  it  are  alfo  fome  remains  of 
ihops. 

At  prefent,  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Alexan- 
dria, who  are  natives  of  the  country,  do  not  exceed 
fix  thoufand  -,  befides  which  there  are  about  fixty 
Chriftian  families,  fixteen  of  whom  are  Rom.an  Ca- 
tholics. And  among  thefe  inhabitants,  two  thou- 
fand 
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fand  five  hundred  are  able  to  carry  arms ;  tho'  fevcn 
hundred  only  receive  pay  from  the  Grand  Signior, 
as  doing  duty  In  the  city  and  caftle,  exclufive  of  a 
hundred  janizaries  under  a  foubafci,  who  alfo  receive 
pay,  but  are  ill  difciplined  and  badly  armed,  moft 
of  them  having  only  a  fabre  and  lance  •,  but  no  fire- 
arms, not  even  piftols. 

The  magiftrates  of  Alexandria  are  foreign  Turks, 
nominated  by  the  Pafcha  of  Cairo  for  governing  this 
city ;  but  are  generally  an  abandoned  let  of  men, 
given  up  to  floth  and  licencioufnefs,  and  whofe  chief 
ftudy  is  to  fqueeze  the  people  committed  to  their 
care. 

The  air  o^  Alexandria  is  fo  falubrious,  that  Celfus 
mentions  it  as  a  common  rule  among  the  phyficians, 
to  fend  their  wealthy  patients,  labouring  under  a 
confumption,  to  Alexandria-,  and  Curtius  fays,  Nul- 
la fere  die  Alexandrias  folem  ferenum  Jjon  videri  prop- 
ter aerem  perpetuo  ibi  tranquillum,  i.  e.  There  is  not  a 
day  in  which  it  is  not  fair  weather  at  Alexandria^  the 
air  being  there  conftantly  calm  and  ferene. 

The  feafons  of  the  year  are  bur  little  different  from 
thofe  o^  Italy  and  Provence  ;  but  the  cold  is  lefs,  and 
the  heat  confiderably  greater.  The  rains  generally 
begin  in  the  monfh  of  November,  and  laft  till  Fe- 
bruary ;  but  inftead  of  being  violent,  they  are  very 
gentle  and  pleafant.  As  to  the  winds,  which  here, 
as  in  moft  countries,  prevail  principally  in  the  win- 
ter, are  the  north,  north-weft,  and  fouth-weft.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  in  autumn,  thefe 
winds  are  alfo  common,  but  blow  with  lefs  force,  and 
towards  evening  very  little  is  to  be  felt.  Sometimes 
the  north-caft  wind  greatly  moderates  the  excefiive 
heats  -,  but  the  moft  convenient  feafon  for  vifiting 
Alexandria  is  in  fpring,  or,  at  fartheft,  in  the  month 
of  May  ;  for  by  that  means,  both  the  rains  and  ex- 
treme heats  will  be  avoided. 

I  HAVE 
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I  HAVE  already  obferved,  that  this  city  has  two 
ports,  the  new,  on  the  north  fide,  and  the  old, 
on  the  weft.  The  latter  is  thought  to  have  been  for- 
merly larger  than  at  prefent,  the  Tea  being  retired,  as 
appears  from  feveral  broken  pillars  in  it ;  and  fome 
■will  have  it,  that  the  fpot,  on  which  the  new  city 
ftands,  was  formerly  covered  with  the  fea,  which  al- 
moft  touched  the  walls  of  the  ancient  city.  But  this 
port  is  ftill  fpacious,  and  defended  by  two  caflles, 
called  the  great  and  little  Pharillon.  The  former  is 
fituated  on  a  neck  of  land,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
entrance  of  the  port ;  but  is  both  irregular  and 
badly  fortified.  In  the  middle  of  this  fortification  is 
a  large  fquare,  having  at  each  angle  a  fmall  round 
tower,  and  raifed  about  fix  feet  above  the  outward 
ramparts.  In  the  center  is  a  very  high  minaret,  or 
tower,  ferving  as  a  light-houfe,  for  diredting  fhips  in- 
to the  port  in  the  night. 

The  outward  walls  fecm  to  be  In  very  bad  repair; 
they  are  about  eighteen  feet  in  height,  and  ten  in 
thicknefs.  Near  the  foot  are  about  forty  port-holes, 
for  fhooting  parallel  with  the  furface  of  the  water, 
but  were  clofe  fliut,  fo  that  no  gun  appeared  -,  tho'  I 
was  afilired  the  fort  was  well  provided  with  ordnance. 
Through  ports  about  the  middle  of  the  wall  I  faw 
twelve  brafs  cannon,  eight  of  which  were  twelve- 
pounders  J  and  the  parapets,  both  of  the  outward 
rampart  and  the  fquare  within,  are  covered  with  ten- 
ter-hooks, and  full  of  loop-holes. 

The  caftle  called  the  little  Pharillon  is  eredled  on 
a  fmall  ifland  at  the  entrance  of  the  port,  facing  the 
great  Pharillon.  It  is  only  a  mofque  defended  with  a 
few  iron  guns,  badly  mounted,  and  round  the  mofque 
are  a  few  mean  houfes. 

It  is  impoflible  to  tell  the  precife  number  of  can- 
non in  thefe  two  caftles,  no  perfon,  except  the  Turks 
of  the  garrifon,  being  allowed  to  ftay  long  enough  ia 
them  to  take  a  particular  view.  And  thefe,  it  is  natu- 
ral 
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ral  to  fuppofc,  are  commanded  to  obferve  a  ftri(5l  fi- 
Jence,  with  regard  to  txhtir  ftate  of  defence  ;  which, 
however,  is  fuppofed  to  be  none  of  the  bed,  either 
with  regard  to  {lores,  or  the  difcipline  of  the  garri- 
fon. 

Provisions  and  ammunition  alfo  are  not  very 
pknty  in  thefe  fortifications ;  though  thefe  could,  on 
occafion,  be  readily  procured,  the  city  being  at  no 
great  diftance,  and  the  powder  magazine  clofe  to  the 
walls. 

The  mouth  of  the  old  port  has  no  fortincation 
to  defend  it  •,  for  the  two  ruinous  forts  at  its  entrance 
do  not  deferve  that  name.  They  are,  indeed,  gar- 
rifoned  by  four  or  five  men;  and  a  few  fmall  brafs 
pieces  are  pointed  through  apertures  in  the  v;alls  of 
thQ  old  city,  but  are  not  in  condition  to  fire  a  Ihoc. 
Nor  is  a  mofque,  which  has  been  turned  into  a  bat- 
tery, from  its  convenient  fituation  near  the  old  port, 
of  much  more  confequence. 

At  the  mouth  of  this  port  ate  feveral  rocks, 
which  break  both  the  force  of  the  current  and  the 
wa.ves.  But  when  the  wind  blows  from  the  ihore, 
fliips  mud  be  very  careful.  The  bay  itlelf,  however, 
is  very  convenient,  and  not  inferior  to  the  belt  har- 
bour in  the  whole  Mediterranean  \  and  for  this  reafon 
the  Grand  Signior's  Ihips  lie  here,  fev.en  of  which 
were  in  this  port,  when  we  were  at  Alexandria. 
They  ride  in  eight  fathom  water,  about  a  piftol-fhot 
from  the  land.  The  bottom  alfo  is  very  good ;  fo 
that  they  are  fafe  both  frou>  winds  and  fea, 

Ckp-istian  fliips  are ''It  allowed  to  ride  here,  nor 
even  to  enter  the  port,  unlefs  driven  thither  by 
ftrefs  of  weather;,  and  then,  as  foon  the  ftorm  is 
over,  they  mull:  immediately  put  to  fea.  This  is  en- 
tirely owing  to  certain  prophecies,  that  the  Chriftians 
will,  at  fome  particular  time,  [enter  the  old  port, 
and  make  themfelves  mafters  of  the  city.    And  hence 
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It  is,  that  we  have  no  complete  draught  of  this  port, 
and  ihe  depths  of  water  in  it. 

The  French  nation,  however,  are  faid  to  have 
obtained  lately  from  the  Porte,  libn'ty  for  their  fhips 
to  come  into  this  harbour,  and  lide  there  as  long  as 
they  pleafed,  under  pretence,  that  they  could  not 
lie  in  the  other  harbour,  without  great  danger  •,  but 
their  real  intention  was,  to  fhip  more  eafily  clande- 
ftine  goods,  as  corn,  rice,  and  other  provifions,  of 
which  they  were,  at  that  tune,  in  the  greateft  want. 
The  people  of  the  city,  however,  openly  oppofed 
their  lying  in  this  port,  notwithftanding  the  im- 
perial licence  ;  for  it  mud  be  remembered,  that  the 
Egyptians  pay  no  flirther  regard  to  the  Grand  Signi- 
or's  orders,   that  fuits  with  their  humour. 

As  this  harbour  is  in  no  ftate  of  defence,  it  would 
be  very  eafy  to  make  a  defcent  ciofe  to  the  fuburbs, 
there  being  a  fufficient  fpace  for  landing  the  troops. 
Nor  would  the  city  be  capable  of  defending  itfelf  any 
time  ;  for  the  Arabians,  who  are  miferable  foidiers, 
would,  on  a  few  bombs  being  thrown  into  the  place, 
betake  themfelves  to  flight,  and  leave  the  army  at  full 
liberty  to  execute  their  defigns. 

With  regard  to  the  entrance   of   the  new   port, 
it  is  on  the  north  fide  fomething  dangerous,  on  ac- 
count of  the  (hallows  at  the  m.outh  of  it.     On  com- 
ing in,  at  about  a  cable's  length  from  tht  great  Pha- 
riliofi,  and  clofe  by  a  rock  called  the   Bia-mond,  you 
have  twelve   fathom    water,  and   from  thence  you 
mufc  ftand  diredly  for  the  city  gate,  till  at  a  proper 
diftance  from  the  fhore,  where   you  will  find   good 
anchoring-ground.    About  two  cables  length  E.N.E. 
of  the  Diamond,  is  a    very  dangerous  fhoal,  having 
only  fix  feet  water  on  it.     The  merchant-fliips  gene- 
rally come  to  an  anchor  near  the  great  Pharillon^  in 
four  or  fi-ve  fathom  water,  being  there  fecured  from 
the  north  and  north-eaft  winds,  which  are  here  the 
rnoft  dangerous  j  not  only  blowing  with  great  vio- 

ience. 
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lence,  but  at  the  fame  time  caufing  fuch  a  hollow 
fea,  that  it  is  hardly  poffible  to  go  on  fhore  in  a 
boat ;  and  the  cables  are  in  great  danger  of  be- 
ing cut  by  the  fnarpnefs  of  the  ilones  at  the  bot- 
tom. 

There  is  no  wood  here,  except  a  few  palm-trees; 
fo  that  they  are  obliged  to  fetch  it  from  the  coaft  of 
Natalia  and  the  Black- Sea^  which  renders  it  extreme- 
ly dear.  Fodder  for  beads  is  likewife  fo  very  fcarce, 
that  it  would  be  impolTible  to  fubfifl  a  fmall  body  of 
horfe  here  a  fortnight. 

The  Arabians  of  Barl>ar)\  called  Megrehins^  are 
continually  at  war  with  thofe  of  Egypt.  They  al- 
ways appear  extremely  well  mounted,  and  armed 
with  fwords  and  long  fpears-,  but  feldom  with  fire- 
arms. They  are  Jikewife  very  vigorous  and  hardy, 
but  ill  difciplined  ;  though  fomeching  better  than 
thofe  of  Egypt.  Thefe  two  Arabian  tribes,  however, 
if  at  peace  between  themfelves,  would  be  able  to 
bring  an  army  of  ten  thoufand  men  into  the  field, 
and,  confequently,  to  defend  the  coaft  of  £fy^/. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  the  reader  will  naturally 
conclude,  that  few  refrefhments  are  to  be  expefted  at 
Alexandria,  except  fuch  as  are  brought  from  Rofctta^ 
and  the  adjacent  villages.  The  trade,  however,  is 
pretty  confiderable.  The  principal  exports  are  fu- 
gar,  rice,  lintfeed,  all  kinds  of  grain,  linen,  fair, 
caffia,  the  hides  of  buffaloes,  oxen  and  camels,  faf- 
flower,  frankincenfe,  gum-arabic,  elemi,  myrrh,  fal- 
ammoniac,  and  other  drugs,  dimittes,  cotton,  and 
cofi^e  ;  but  the  latter  is  prohibited  to  the  Franks  -,  fo 
that  they  muft  give  large  bribes,  if  they  intend  to  pro- 
cure a  large  quantity  of  it. 

Here  are  alfo  palm-trees  ;  but  the  exportation  of 
them  is  alfo  prohibited,  as  all  the  parts  of  them  are 
applied  to  fome  ufc :  The  leaves  are  ufed  in  making 
cordage  and  balkets,  the  fmall  branches  for  lattice- 
work before  the  windows ;  the  wood  for  building  of 

houfesj 
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houfesi  the  chips  for  fuel;  and  the  fruit,  which  is 
very  palatable,  for  food.  But  to  procure  fruit,  it  is 
neceflary  to  plant  the  male  trees  near  the  female,  that 
the  bloffoms  of  the  latter  may  be  impregnated  with 
the  farina  of  the  former.  In  the  forefts  of  the  palm- 
trees,  which  often  extend  feveral  days  journey,  you 
will  generally  fee  but  one  male  to  numbers  of  female 
trees ;  but  the  wind  difperfmg  the  farina,  or  male- 
duft,  frudifies  them  all. 

Before  I  proceed  to  defcribe  the  antiquities  in 
Alexandria^  I  fhall  mention  an  experiment  that  had 
been  otten  told  us,  namely,  that  by  mixing  flour 
with  water,  and  placing  it  in  the  evening  before  a 
window,  whether  open  or  fhut,  the  flour,  during  the 
night, would  ferment  as<:f  mixed  with  yeaft.  This  phse- 
nomenon  is  fuppofed  to  be  owing  to  the  ditw,  that,  in 
thefe  parts,  begins  to  fail  about  the  fixteenth  of  June, 
when  the  plague,  which  is  very  common  here,  gene- 
rally ceafes.  And  it  was  on  that  day  we  made  the 
firll  trial,  and  continued  it  for  feveral  days,  the  effldt 
being  conftantly  the  fame,  as  we  had  been  told. 

I  SHALL  now  proceed  to  the  antiquities,  among 
which,  in  the  old  city,  is  an  aflemblage  of  ruins, 
called  Cleopatra'' s  palace^  confifting  of  large  arches, 
prodigious  foundations,  and  fcatteied  fragments  of 
pillars.  But  ail  thefe  ruins,  which  are  confidered  as 
lb  many  fuperb  remains  of  antiquity,  do  not  anfwer 
the  idea  which  we  conceive  from  reading  the  ac- 
counts of  hiftorians  relating  to  that  magnificent 
princefs  ;  fo  that  I  much  queftion,  whether  her 
palace  did  not  ftand  in  fome  other  part  of  the 
city. 

Here  are  alfo  two  beautiful  obelifks  of  granite, 
one  being  ftill  (landing  on  its  pedeftal  •,  but  the  other 
thrown  down  and  partly  buried  under  the  eanh.  In 
the  firfl:  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  fides  facing  the 
north-weft  and  fouth-weft  are  bed  prefcrved,  and  ftill 
prefent  the  fpedfator   with    a  diltind  view  of    the 
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ancient  hieroglyphics :  While,  on  the  contrary,  not- 
withftanding  the  hardncfs  of  the  (lone,  the  north-eafi: 
and  fouth-eaft  fides  are  extremely  damaged,  large 
fcales  falling  from  the  ftone  j  fo  that  there  is  no 
dillinguifhing  the  charafters. 

The  obelifI<:  ftill  remaining  on  its  pedeftal,  is  fif- 
ty-four feet  above  the  furface  of  the  ground,  and  about 
twelve  beneath  it.  The  pedeftal  is  a  flat  fquare 
plynthe,  eight  ^(^et  on  each  fide,  and  fix  in  depth, 
formed  out  of  a  fingle  block  of  greyifli  marble,  or 
granite,  and  projedts  fourteen  inches  on  every  fide 
beyond  the  bafe  of  the  obeliflc.  This  obelifk  is 
greatly  injured  by  time,  efpecially  near  the  bafe. 
Some  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  only  fifty-feven  feet 
high  ;  and  that  no  more  than  three  are  buried  under 
ground  :  And  all  agree,  that  it  was  brought  thither 
from  fome  other  place. 

Near  this  fuppofed  palace  of  Cleopatra  is  a  tower 
of  a  ftupendous  magnitude,  and  remarkably  bold  ar- 
ciiitedure.  You  firft  enter  into  a  large  hall,  the  ceil- 
ing of  which  is  fupported  by  two  large  pillars,  and 
on  the  capitals  of  them  fcvcral  Greek  infcriptions  ; 
but  the  injuries  they  have  received  from  time,  and 
the  great  height  ol  the  ceiling,  render  it  impofTible  to 
tranfcribe  them.  In  this  hall  was  alfo  a  refervoir, 
but  at  prefent  full  of  rubbifh. 

From  this  hall  we  afcendcd,  by  a  flight  of  free- 
l\one  fi<?ps,  into  another  room,  the  roof  of  which 
was  nearly  flat,  bun  without  any  thing  to  fupport  ir, 
except  the  fide  walls.  Another  flight  of  fl:eps  led  us 
to  a  terrace,  from  whence  we  had  a  beautiful  profpeft 
of  the  city,  and  the  fea. 

This  ilrufture,  whicli  was  one  of  the  towers  ere(5t- 
ed  on  the  walls  of  the  ancient  city,  is  built  of  very- 
white  and  fmooth  circular  flones,  and  the  interftices 
filled  up  with  fmall  round  pebbles,  about  the  fize  of 
a  farthing.  Ihe  intermixture  of  fmall  fl:oncs,  which 
are  a  kind  of  marble,  and  fupply  the  place  of  cement 
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or  mortar,  renders  it  probable,  that  they  are  of  that 
kind  which  the  ancients  made  by  fufion  ;  for  it  plain- 
ly appears,  they  are  of  a  fingular  compofition.  Be- 
tween the  large  blocks  of  free-flone  in  this  building, 
we  alio  fee  fmall  pieces  of  wood,  about  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  thick,  which  feem  to  have  ferved  as  a  kind  of 
cement  for  faftening  the  ftones  together  ;  and,  in  my 
opinion,  was  of  the  fycamore  kind,  which  is  not 
fubjedl  to  the  injuries  of  time. 

We  afterwards  vifited  the  convent  of  St.  Catha- 
rine, belonging  to  the  Greeks.  This  building  is 
furrounded  with  a  high  wall,  without  any  aperture 
except  the  door,  in  order  to  fecure  it  from  the  depre- 
dations of  the  Arabians.  In  this  convent  are  the 
church  and  the  cells  of  the  religious,  of  which  there 
are  about  ten,  with  nearly  the  fame  number  of  Chri- 
ftians  under  them,  exciufive  of  foreigners,  who 
come  hither  in  fhips.  Thus  has  the  Almighty  mani- 
fefled  his  judgments  againil  No{c)  -,  for  the  patriar- 
chal church  of  Alexandria  lies  even  in  the  duft. 

This  convent   is  the  refidence  of  the  Patriach  of 
Alexandria,  while  he  continues  here ;  but  for  fome 
years  pad  Alexandria  had  not  been  fuffered  to  enjoy 
this  fatisfa6lion,  the  prelate  being  obliged  to  refide  at 
Conjlantinople.     The  epitropus,  or  vicar,  received  us 
with  great  courtefy,  and  accom.panied  us   in  perfon 
to  the  church  dedicated  to  St.  Catharine.    This  ftruc- 
ture  is  much   more  fpacious  than  the  generality   of 
Greek  churches  in  this  country^  which   are   indeed, 
for  the  moft  part,  little  more  than  caves,  and  fub- 
terraneous  recelTes.     The  religious  fliewed  us  here^ 
in  a  cheft,  a  block  of  white  marble,  in  the  form   of 
a  pedcftal,  having  on  the  top  of  it  a  crofs  in  baflb-re- 
lievo ;  and   pretended,  that  St.    Catharine  was  be- 
headed  on  this   ftone  •,  and  in  confirmation   of  this 
legend,  Ihew   fome  black  fpecks,  which  they   will 

(c)  See  Jsrem.  xlvi.  25. 
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have  to  be  marks  of  her  blood ;  and  alfo,  a  ciit 
in  the  ftone,  done  by  the  axe.  But  notwithftanding 
thefe  pretenfions  of  the  monks,  it  is  evident,  that 
this  ftone  is  a  counterfeit  •,  for  the  crofs  is  iquare,  af- 
ter the  manner  of  the  Greeks  •,  and  on  each  fide  of 
it,  two  fmall  pillars.  Yet  hither  the  poor  Greeks 
come  to  kifs  it,  and  to  lay  pieces  of  linen  on  it,  which 
are  confidered  as  very  efficacious  againft:  all  kinds  of 
difeafes. 

Soon  after,  being  in  converfation  with  the  vicar  and 
the  other  religious,  I  told  them,  I  had  long  defired 
to  fee  the  patriarchal  church  of  Alexandria  ;  but  they 
anfwered,  that  its  fplendor  was  extremely  obfcured. 
On  which  I  took  the  liberty  to  fay,  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  fuperftition  and  idolatry  into  the  churches  of 
thefe  countries,  and  their  obftinate  perfeverance  in 
fuch  pracftices,  contrary  to  the  divine  admonitions, 
had  induced  providence  to  remove  the  candle-ftick  of 
the  gofpel  from  hence  into  Europe.  As  they  did  not 
feem  angry  at  what  I  faid,  I  ventured  to  touch  on 
the  worlhip  of  faints,  and  the  paintings  and  imagery 
in  their  churches,  Ihewing  the  impropriety  of  them 
from  the  facred  writings.  But  all  the  anfwer  I  re- 
ceived was,  that  they  only  followed  the  example  of 
their  predecelTors. 

Near  this  church  Is  another,  dedicated  to  St. 
George,  and  on  the  left  a  chapel,  where  the  fathers 
of  the  Holy  Lajid  Sire  allowed  to  celebrate  mafs.  Not 
far  from  hence  we  favv  a  ruined  building  of  the  an- 
cient Franks,  or  Italians  ;  and  hard  by  the  convent 
and  church  of  the  Succolanti,  which  have  hitherto 
continued  in  the  polTeflion  of  a  few  fathers,  who  per- 
form divine  fcrvice  after  the  manner  of  the  Roman 
church  •,  but  at  the  fame  time  may  be  laid  to  be  in  a 
prifon ',  for  the  buildings  are  inclofed  with  a  very 
high  wall,  and  they  are  obliged  to  keep  a  conflianc 
watch  at  the  door,  to  fegure  therafelves  from  the 
Arabians. 

We 
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We  alfo  walked  to  the  old  city,  to  vifit  the  church 
and  convent  of  St.  Mark,  now  in  the  hand  af  Ivnie 
poor  Coptis,    or  Coftis,  i.  e.    Egyptian  ChriC:inns. 
This  church,  like  the  former,  is  furrounded  with  a 
wall  without  any   aperture,  except  the  door.     The 
church  itfelf  is  only  a  fmall  dark  grotto,  the'  they 
take  great  pride  in   fliewing  feveral  pitlures  ot  tiie 
bleffed  Virgin,  which  they  pretend  wtre  painted  by 
Sz.  Luke,  and  particularly  a  portrait  of  the  evang^- 
Jift   St.  Mark.      The  religious    belonging  to   this 
church,  though  not   more   than  four,  were  equally 
remarkable  for  their  poverty  and  ignorance.     They 
e^rneftly  begged  alms  of  us,  and  in  return  Hiewed- 
us,  on  a  fmaj]  altar,  the  head  of  St.  Mark,  or  rather 
the  cafket  in  which  it  is  faid  to  be  preferved.     In  this 
church  we  were  alfo  defired  to  obferve  a  large  pulpic 
inlaid  with  pieces  of  fine  earthen- ware,  and  which 
they  affirmed  to  have  been  the  fame  in  which  St. 
Mark  often  preached.     They  likewife   iliewed  us  an 
arm  of  St.  George,  and  a  whole  length  pidure   of 
Si,  Michael,  pretended   to  have  been  done  by   St. 
Luke. 

We  alfo  went  into  one  of  the  towers  on  the  city 
wall,  where  we  found  feveral  chambers  ftill  entire,, 
and  probably  ferved  as  barracks  for  the  foldiers.  Here 
is  alfo  a  large  ftru6lure,  faid  to  have  ftill  within  it  ftate- 
Jy  piazzas  of  Corinthian  pillars  ;  but  Turks  only  are 
Permitted  to  enter  it.  Nor  is  it  lafe  for  a  Chriftian 
even  to  come  near  the  walls ;  fo  that  nothing  can  be 
faid  of  it  with  certainty.  They  tell  us,  indeed,  that 
it  contains  a  large  edifice,  almol]:  funk  underground, 
decorated  with  a  rriultitude  of  cupulos  fupported  by 
pillars.  It  is  added,  that  in  it  is  a  chefl  which  no 
man  can  approach,  at  leaft  not  open,  there  biing  fe- 
veral inftances  of  perfons,  who,  on  attempting  it, 
have  dropt  down  dead;  and  hence  it  is,  that  the 
Turks  keep  a  guard  on  the  out-fide  of  this  building, 
and  allow  none  to  enter  it,  on  any  account;  for  we 
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made   a  very  handfome  offer   to   be  admitted,   hut 
were  refufed. 

The  Jews,  from  whom  we  had  the  above  account^" 
will  have  this  to  be  an  old  temple  built  by  Nicanor 
for  the  Jews,  who  fled  in  multitudes  to  Egypt,  from 
the  cruelties  of  Nebuchadnezzar;  and  this  they  pre- 
tend to  prove  from  a  certain  paflage  in  their  Talmud, 
But  with  regard  to  the  dangerous  cheft,  they  acknow- 
ledge themfelves  entirely  ignorant.  Others  are  equal- 
ly pofitive,  that  it  was  a  church  dedicated  to  St.  Atha- 
pafius. 

Not  far  from  this  ftru6lure  are  two  large  pillars  of 
granite  ftill  (landing,  and  others  lying  on  the  ground, 
and  half  buried  under  the  ruins ;  but  none  have  any 
capitals,  though  it  is  eafily  feen,  that  all  their  parts 
:^re  in  true  proportion.  Some  fuppofe  there  was  a 
ftreet  here,  adorned  on  each  fide  with  piazzas,  while 
others  think  them  to  be  the  remains  of  Cleopatra's 
palace.  Near  thefe  are  alfo  fomc  ruins  of  ftrudures 
built  with  bricks ;  the  fpace  between  them  lies 
in  a  dire(5t  line,  and  is  of  a  confiderable  length  and 
breadth. 

We  next  vifited  fome  of  the  refervoirs,  or  cifterns, 
which  are  extended  under  the  greateft  part  of  the  an- 
cient city.  You  enter  them  through  apertures  made 
in  the  walls.  They  are  all  covered  with  arches  fup- 
ported  by  pillars.  The  form  and  architefture  of  them 
are  very  curious,  and  deferve  the  attention  of  a  tra- 
veller -,  but  they  are  not  all  of  the  fame  dimenfions. 
One  of  them  was  remarkably  capacious,  and  its 
arched  ceiling  fupported  by  fourteen  pillars.  Others^ 
we  faw  which  confifced  of  three  ranges  of  arches 
on  each  other,  after  the  manner  of  the  ancient 
aquedufts.  But  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  cifterns 
refted  on  pillars  •,  fo  that  Old  Alexandria  might  have 
been  faid  to  have  been  built  on  pillars.  Thefe  cifterns 
had  formerly  pipes,  or  conduits,  by  which  they 
communicated,  and  through  which  the  water  flowed 
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from  one  to  another :  But  at  prelent,  tb.c  greateft 
part  of  thefe  conduits  are  flopped  up,  and  many  of 
theciilerns  themklves  ruined  by  the  tailing  in  of  the 
arches  over  them.  Other  cifterns  are  alio  frequently 
found  here  by  digging  ;  and  the  difcoverer  is  intitled 
to  a  reward,  as  the  water  of  the  Nik  will  keep  agreat 
while  in  thele  fubterraneous  refervoirs. 

With  regard  to  the  manner  of  conducing  the 
water  into  them,  it  is  as  follows  :  When  the  Nile  has 
reached  its  proper  height,  they  cut  the  banks,  in  or- 
der to  lay  the  lands  of  Egypi  under  water,  when  a 
current  of  it  is  conveyed  from  Cah'-o  to  Alexandria  by 
a  canal,  formerly  one  of  the  mouths  of  the  river, 
and  called  OJtiuin  Canopium  ;  but  by  the  neglioence 
of  the  Turks,  the  river  has  lolf  that  channel ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  not  to  be  wondered  at,  as  the  Nik  has  no 
(Irong  current  in  thefe  parts,  the  whole  country  be- 
ing nearly  \z\t\.  And  hence  it  is,  that  the  Nik 
hereabouts  has  no  falls  like  the  rivers  of  Europe. 

The  water  of  that  branch,  or  canal,  running  from 
Cairo  to  Akxnndria^  is  conveyed  into  the  large  cifterns 
by  fubterraneous  paffiges,  and  from  them,  by  wheels, 
thrown  into  the  fmaller,  which  were,  in  all  appear- 
ance, originally  conftrufted  for  the  ufe  of  private 
houfes ;  and  in  thefe  the  water  is  kept  during  the 
whole  year. 

In  the  old  city  is  an  eminence  zdWtdBelvedere,  v;hich 
very  well  deferves  that  name  for  its  beautilul  pro- 
fpedls,  extending  over  the  whole  harbour,  and  on  the 
weft  fide  over  a  cape,  noted  for  the  burial-place  of  a 
Turkifh  fanton,  and  near  which  the  fliips  generally 
fail  when  they  enter  the  harbour,  in  order  to  avoid, 
the  many  funkcn  rocks  lying  at  a  greater  diftance 
from  the  ihore.  Hence  we  have  alfo  a  view  both  of 
the  new  city  and  its  harbour,  and  alfo  of  part  o^- 
the  old,  fome  of  it  being  concealed  by  Si.  Catha 
rine'^s  hill.  But  amidft  all  thefe  delightful  profpeds' 
the  ruins  and  confufions  of  this  city,  anciently  fo  f.v 
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mous  for  its  fplendor,  fill  the  mind  with  melancholy 
refic6lions  :  The  new  city,  which  has  been  built  out 
of  the  ruins  of  the  old,  not  being  comparable  to  it. 
The  moil  beautiful  particular  in  the  latter  is,  a  large 
area  of  a  mofque,  in  which,  among  other  remarka- 
ble objefts,  is  a  colonade  of  exquihte  pillars  of  the 
Corinthian  order,  running  round  the  mofque. 

In  our  return  we  faw,  near  the  wall  of  the  old 
city,  a  large  bafon,  into  which  the  water  runs  from 
the  city  canal,  and  from  whence  it  is  fetched  in  goat- 
flsin  bags,  on  camels,  for  the  ufe  of  private  houfes. 
We  alfo  entered  a  tov.er  on  the  city  wall,  which  had 
a  grand  afpe£l,  and  found  in  it  room  fufficient  for 
five  hundred  men,  and  on  the  top  of  it  a  temple, 
decorated  with  a  great  number  of  elegant  pillars. 

AVe  next  vifited  Pompey's  pillar,  the  khaii  or  wa- 
ter canal,  the  lake  formerly  called  Palus  Mareotis, 
and  the  catacombs.  With  regard  to  the  column  com- 
monly called  Pompey's  pillar,  it  ftands  on  a  fandy 
hill,  not  far  from  the  pepper- gate,  and  is  feen  at  the 
diftance  of  three  leagues  at  iea.  This  piece  is  an 
allonifhing  work,  and  is,  indeed,  the  largefl  in  the 
whole  world,  (landing  ftill  entire  on  itspedeftalj  and 
the  capital  and  bale  included  is  ninety-one,  or,  ac- 
cording to  others,  ninety-four  royal  {d)  feet  high. 
The  pedellal  is  eighteen  feet  high,  and  its  folid  con- 
tent eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight  cubic  ^ttx. 
The  fliaft  itfelf  is  fixty-nine  feet  high,  and  its  folid 
content  three  thoufand  three  hundred  and  forty-feveri 
cubic  feet ;  and  the  capital,  which  is  ten  feet  high, 
four  hundred  and  eighty-eight  cubic  {(i.tt.  So  that 
the  folid  content  of  the  whole  pillar,  pedeftal,  and 
capital,  is  five  thoufind  fix  hundred  and  fixty-three 
cubx  feet.  And  the  weight  of  it  two  hundred 
and  fifty- nine  tons,  eighteen  hundred,  three  quar- 
ters,   and   feven  pounds,    Englilli.     The    whole   is 

{ft}  A  royal  foot  is  fo2r.?thing  mprp  than  a  foot  Englifh. 
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placed  on  a  foundation  five  feet  fquare,  and  every 
fide  of  ir  decorated  with  hieroglyphics  ;  but  it  muft 
be  obfcrved,  that  thefe  figures  are  inverted,  which 
fiifficientlv  demonftrates  the  falfity  of  the  opinion  of 
thofe  who  will  have  this  column  to  be  a  work  of  the 
ancient  Egyptians  •,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  ren- 
ders It  very  probable,  that  the  ftones  were  taken  from 
old  Egyptian  ruins,  and  converted  to  this  ufe  by  the 
Romans, 

This  pillar  is  of  the  Corinthian  order,  and  is  the 
larg  ft  I  ever  faw  ftanding,  though  its  bafis  has  fufFer- 
ed  confiderably  from  the  rude  hands  of  fome  bigoted 
Arabians,  who  fuppofed  there  were  treafures  conceal- 
ed under  it.  It  is  furprizing  how  a  ftone  of  this 
enormous  bulk  (for  the  whole  Hiaft  is  formed  out  of 
one  fingle  piece  of  granite)  could  be  brought  hither. 
Some  will  have  it,  that  it  was  hewn  on  that  very 
fpot  :  Others  are  of  opinion,  that  this,  as  well  as 
the  reft  of  the  memorable  columns  formerly  erecTted 
in  this  country,  were  taken  from  the  quarries  in  Up- 
per Egypty  and  brought  down  the  JVik-^  but  how 
prodigioufly  large  muft  that  vefiel  or  float  be,  that 
was  capable  of  bringing  down  fuch  an  enormous 
weight.  And  hence  fome  have  been  led  to  imagine, 
that  the  ancients,  and  particularly  the  Egyptians, 
were  poflefled  of  the  fecret  of  making  ftones  by  fu- 
fion,  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to  the  moft  beautiful 
marble.     But  this  is  ftrongly  oppofed  by  others. 

On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  pedeftal  are  fome  Greek 
letters,  the  remains  of  an  infcription,  but  fo  greatly 
obliterated  as  to  be  abfolutely  illegible.  Eather  Si- 
card,  however,  from  the  remaining  letters,  thinks 
the  purport  of  it  is,  that  Pompey  was  murdered  there 
in  ihQ  reign  of  Ptolemy  and  Cleopatra. 

Near  this  pillar  are  the  foundation  and  ftately 
ruins  of  an  ancient  Hrudure,  which  fome  aftirm, 
but  lor  for  what  reafon  I  know  not,  to  have  been 
C^Efar's  palace, 
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We  next  proceeded  to  the  khali^  or  canal  of 
Campus^  about  two  miles  fouth  of  the  city,  where 
it  communicates  with  the  I'Hle^  at  the  time  of  its 
inundation.  Thro'  this  canal  the  water  is  conveyed 
into  the  ciftcrns  of  Old  Alexandria  above  defcribed, 
and  alfo  into  the  vaft  bafon  at  the  foot  of  the 
wall. 

This  canal  was  anciently  kept  in  better  repair 
than  at  prefent,  the  inhabitants  being  then  fenfible 
of  the  great  advantages  they  reaped  irom  it.  And 
it  appears,  from  fome  remains,  that  the  fides  of  it 
were  cafed  with  ftone ;  but  it  was  now  almoft  dry, 
and  vaft  numbers  of  cucumbers  were  growing  in  it, 
fome  of  which  we  eat,  and  found  them  very  palata- 
ble. Along  the  fides  of  this  canal  are  feveral  culti- 
vated fpors,  covered  with  verdure  during  the  whole 
winter.  This  country  is  very  beautiful,  and  tolerably 
cultivated  by  the  inhabitants  di Alexandria-^  and  would 
they  take  the  pains  to  keep  the  canals  and  fofl!ees, 
which  convey  the  water  of  the  Nile  from  the  khali  to 
different  parts,  in  good  repair,  they  might  have  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  land,  which  would  amply  re- 
ward them  for  whatever  pains  were  taken  in  its  cul- 
tivation. 

Over  this  lihali  is  a  bridge  of  one  arch,  which 
we  paffed,  and  after  walking  fome  time  on  the  oppo- 
fite  bank,  turned  off  to  the  lefr,  in  order  to  take  a 
view  of  the  lake  anciently  called  Palus  MareotiSy 
which  we  were  told  was  not  lefs  than  twenty  Italian 
miles  in  length  -,  but  all  we  faw  in  it  was  a  fmall 
quandty  of  itagnant  water  in  a  marlliy  foil,  which 
often  renders  the  air  o^  Alexandria  unhealthy.  Nor 
do  1  fee  how  it  can,  with  any  propriety,  be  called  a 
lake,  unlefs   at  the  time  of  the  overflowing  of  the 

mie. 

The  banks  of  it  were  formerly  celebrated  for 
vineyards,  which  produced  that  noble  wine  mention- 
ed by  Horace  j  but  at  prefenc,  no  trace  or  vcftige  of 
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them  is  remaining.  Poflibly  the  foil,  during  fuch  a 
long  fuccefilon  of  ages,  may  have  greatly  changed  its 
nature  and  properties. 

After  crolTingover  the  canal,  which  in  this  part 
was  quite  dry,  we  arrived  at  the  catacombs.  Thefe 
are  fubterraneous  apartments  hewn  in  the  rock,  and 
were  ufed  by  the  ancients  for  burial-places,  having 
three  ranges  of  niches  on  each  fide  over  one  another, 
and  each  large  enough  to  hold  a  coffin.  Thefe  arc 
fcparated  from  one  another  by  fmall  chambers,  com- 
municating with  each  other,  and  extending  to  a  ve- 
ry great  diftance  under  ground.  The  rock  in  which 
thefe  fubterraneous  grottoes  are  hewn,  being  fbft, 
many  of  the  chambers  are  full  of  ruins.  At  the  en- 
trance are  ftill  fome  remains  of  fteps  hewn  in  the 
rock  ;  and  doubtlefs  thefe  places  were  formerly  very 
magnificent.  On  the  north  fide  of  the  city,  near 
the  fea,  are  alfo  feveral  catacombs,  but  not  to  be 
compared  with  thofe  above-mentioned  j  and  near 
them  are  feveral  remains  of  palaces,  ftatues,  fphinxes 
of  black  marble,  and  the  like ;  but  ail  at  prefent 
thrown  down,  mutilated,  and  forming  one  confufed 
heap  of  ruins. 

After  wandering  for  fome  time  along  thefe  ca- 
tacombs, each  having  a  light  in  his  hand,  and  pro- 
pofing  to  go  to  the  extremity  of  them,  we  were  cal- 
led by  our  peafants,  who  formed  a  guard  without, 
fome  Arabs  armed  with  mufkets  and  lances  being  at 
a  diftance,  and  preparing  to  attack  them.  At  this 
we  immediately  left  thefe  fubterraneous  grottoes, 
ranged  ourfelves  behind  a  piece  of  a  wall,  which  ferv- 
ed  as  a  parapet,  and  lent  tv/o  of  our  peafants  to 
know  their  intentions.  They  told  them,  that  they 
only  intended  to  beg  fome  powder  of  us ;  but  in- 
ftead  of  furnifhing  our  enemies  with  arms  againft 
ourfelves,  we  retreated  towards  the  city,  and  they 
followed  ys  at  a  diftance  j  but  we  retired  in  fuch 
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good  order,  taking  care  to  keep  beyond  the  reach  of 
of  their  lances,  that  they  did  not  offer  to  attack 
us. 

This  inftance  may  ferve  to  fhew  what  fafety  is  to 
be  expeded  in  Egypt^  or  even  in  the  very  neighbour- 
hood of  Alexandria.  You  cannot  indeed  reckon 
yourfelf  fafe  even  in  the  city  itfelf ;  the  extreme  po- 
verty, the  vicious  difpofitions  of  the  people,  and  the 
bad  government,  inducing  mod  of  the  lower  clafs 
of  inhabitants  to  turn  robbers,  on  any  favourable 
opportunity.  Mod  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  of 
Alexandria  are  a  mean,  depraved  fet  of  mortals.  And 
a  midina,  which  docs  not  greatly  exceed  our  penny 
in  value,  will  induce  them  to  undertake  very  flavifh 
employments ;  but  when  they  come  to  receive  their 
wages,  they  exprefs  their  difcontent  in  fo  an  out- 
rageous a  manner,  that  a  foreigner,  to  free  himfelf 
from  fuch  difagreeabJe  company,  and  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  their  malice,  commonly  makes  an  addition, 
v;hich  is  the  very  thing  they  want ;  and  this  is  their 
general  practice  in  every  part  of  Egypt. 

The  commonality  in  general  here  make  a  very 
wretched  appearance.  Their  bodies,  which  are  fo 
prodigioufly  tanned,  that  the  negroes  and  Moors 
look  much  better,  are  covered  only  with  a  blue  linen 
fliirt,  reaching  to  their  ancles,  and  the  flceves  very 
wide.  The  women,  if  pofllble,  make  a  worfe  ap- 
pearance than  the  men  :  Their  whole  drefs  confirts  of 
a  pair  of  drawers,  and  a  fort  of  long  mantle  which 
they  throw  over  their  whole  body.  Their  face  is  co- 
vered with  a  kind  of  veil  faftened  to  their  cap,  or  ra- 
ther linen  rag  tied  about  their  head. 

Without  the  walls  o^ Alexandria  is  ftill  remain- 
ing a  Jev^ifh  fynagogue,  called  Eliace^  and  which, 
they  fay,  was  built  in  the  time  of  the  prophet  Eli- 
jah. But  this  is  far  from  being  probable  -,  for  tho' 
that  prophet  went  to  mount  Horeb,  and  poflTibly 
might  return  to  Pakjiine  by  the  way  of  Egypt^    yet 
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this  does  not  prove,  that  any  Jews  then  refided  there, 
unlefs  we  fuppofe  they  had  removed  thither  for  want 
of  water,  during  the  long  drought.  But  however 
this  be,  it  feems  more  natural  to  think,*that  this  fyn- 
agogue  was  built  long  fince  the  time  of  Elijah,  by 
fome  devout  perfon  of  that  name,  and  from  thence 
received  the  appellation  it  now  bears. 

There  is  alfo  without  the  city  o^ ylkxandria,  in  a 
very  lonely  fituation,  the  houfe  of  a  Turkifh  fanton, 
or  rather  idiot,  at  lead  one  who  feigns  himfelf  to  be 
fuch,  the  Mahometans  being  very  fond  of  idiots ; 
being  firmly  perfuaded,  that  their  Ibuls  go  immedi- 
ately to  paradife  when  they  quit  the  body.  Nor  are 
the  Roman  Catholics  more  extravao-ant  in  their  ac- 
counts  of  the  miracles  of  their  faints,  than  the  Ma- 
hometans are  in  their  relations  of  this  clafs  of  mor- 
tals ;  and  I  was  alTured,  that  it  is  not  uncommon  for 
a  lamp  to  be  found  burning  continually  in  their  orato- 
ries, without  any  fupply  of  oil. 

Having  gratified  ourcurioiity  as  far  as  pofTible  at 
Jlexcindria^  we  determined  to  return  to  Rojetta;  h\^z 
we  found  great  difficulty  in  procuring  afles  for  the 
journey,  the  Pafcha  being  encamped  on  the  road,  in 
his  march  to  that  city.  But  by  the  afTiffance  of  Mr, 
Hume  and  fome  other  Englifh  gentlemen,  we  fur- 
mounted  this  difficulty,  and  proceeded  on  our  jour- 
ney to  Rcfetta  \  and  on  the  road  law  an  inftance  of  the 
fudden  turn  of  fortune  not  uncommon  in  thefe  parts. 
We  met,  riding  in  great  pomp,  the  Bey  of  the  coun- 
try, who,  not  long  fince,  had  betn  a  (lave  to  Circas 
Bey,  but  now  railed  to  this  pitch  of  power.  His 
bufinefs  was  to  fecure  the  roads  from  the  depredations 
of  the  Arabian  robbers.  Here  we  alfo  fiw  feveral 
falt-works,  and  a  dyke  thrown  up  before  them,  as  a 
fecurity  againil  the  waves.  At  night  we  took  up  our 
quarters  in  a  kane  called  Meidia^  of  which  we  may  well 
fay  with  the  Italians,  E  caja  nuova,  qiiando  s'y  forta 
^ual  che,    i'y  lo  troia ;  ic  is   a  new   houfe,    bring 
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fomething   with   you,  and  you  will  lind  fomething 
in  it. 

The  next  day  we  arrived  at  Ro'fetta^  where  we 
found  the  people  celebrating  their  ramadan  with 
great  rejoicing.  The  Turks  in  eafy  circumftances 
fleep  the  whole  day,  during  this  faft,  eat  their  firfl: 
meat  in  the  evening,  and  Ipend  the  night  in  diver- 
Jions,  which  are  prohibited  during  the  day.  The 
populace  were  very  fond  of  pupp?t-fhews,  one  of 
which  our  curiofity  prompted  us  to  vifit,  and  there 
faw  an  inftance  of  partiality  common  to  all  nations. 
The  two  principal  perfons  reprefented  were  a  Turk 
and  a  Jew;  the  latter  being  very  roughly  treated  by 
the  former.  But  what  pleafed  us  much  better  than 
this  ftupid  performance,  was,  the  entrance  of  the 
new  Pafcha  from  Cairo.  He  was  preceeded  by  his 
kiajn,  or  lieutenant-general,  at  the  head  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  camels.  After  thefe  came  the  Pafcha, 
furrounded  by  a  great  multitude  of  Beys,  and  other 
great  perfonages,  and  followed  by  all  the  janizaries 
and  azabs,  or  common  foldiers  of  Rofetta^  with 
their  mufic. 

At  his  entrance  feveral  enfigns  were  hoifted,  de- 
corated with  Arabian  characters,  and  by  the  variety 
of  their  colours  and  devices  made  a  very  elegant  ap- 
pearance ;  and  at  night,  to  exprefs  their  fcnfe  of  the 
honour  the  new  Pafcha  had  done  them,  the  whole 
city  was  illuminated,  and  a  qoble  fire-work  played 
oiF.  On  the  Nile  were  feveral  barges  decorated  with 
pyramids  of  lamps,  and  the  fhips  in  the  harbour 
threw  a  great  vanety  of  rockets.  On  the  other  fide 
of  the  river  was  the  camp  of  a  Bey  blazing  with  il- 
Jumlnations  and  lire-works.  Thefe  exprelTions  of 
joy  were  every  night  repeated,  during  the  Pafcha's 
ftay  at  Rofetta^  which  lafled  feveral  days,  when  he 
embarked  for  Cairo^  having  fent  his  women  before  to 
that  city  by  land. 
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The  veffelon  board  which  he  embarked,  had  two 
fails,  and  in  the  fore-part  a  magnificent  ftate-room 
built  for  his  reception-,  he  was  attended  by  a  great 
number  of  veilcls  finely  decorated  with  flags  and 
pendants. 

We  now  agreed  with  the  mafler  of  a  veflel  to  carry 
us  up  the  river  to  Cairo  ;  but  recollecting  that  his  veffcl 
might  be  feized  by  the  Pafcha's  retinue,  he  ran  her 
afhore  at  a  village  called  Montuhes^  three  miles  from 
Rofetta.  We  had,  however,  the  good  fortuoe  to 
meet  with  another  perfon,  who  was  willing  to  un- 
dertake the  voyage  ;  but  it  was  four  days  before  wc 
reached  5«M  •,  for  going  up  the  M7^- againft  the 
current,  we  were  often  obliged  to  wait  for  a  wind  : 
but  thefe  delays  feemed  the  lefs  tedious,  as  we  ufed 
every  day  to  go  on  Ihore,  and  amufe  ourfelves  with 
Ihooting  in  the  adjacent  groves  of  orange-trees. 

Being  arrived  at  Bulnk,  we  determined  to  travel  by 
land  to  Cairo^  having  been  informed,  that  the  caravan 
for  mount  Sinai  would  fet  out  in  two  days  -,  and  as  we 
always  defigned  to  vifit  that  celebrated  mountain,  we 
made  theneceifary  preparations  fur  our  journey  ;  and 
the  next  day  took  an  opportunity  of  vifiting  the  en- 
campment of  the  Beys  near  Rulak^  where  they  wait- 
ed the  arrival  of  the  Pafcha,  who  was  now  in  fight 
with  his  gay  fquadron.  He  landed  near  the  camps, 
and  made  his  entry  into  Biihik  on  a  beautiful  horfe, 
decorated  with  a  furprizing  profuhon  of  gems. 

Before  we  departed  for  mourn  Sinai^  we  waited 
on  the  bilhop  of  that  place,  who  was  then  in  the 
Greek  convent  of  St.  John,  nt  Cairo.  This  prelate 
is  fuperior  to  many  archbifhops,  being  not  dependant 
on  any  patriarch ;  tho'  confecrated  by  the  patriarch 
of  Jerufakm.  He  ijs  fly  led  AfX'«-''^>""r@->  tjr  arch- 
bifhop,  a  title  not  applied  to  any  other  prelate  by 
the  Greeks,  the  three  degrees  in  ufe  among  them  be- 
ing bifhop,  metropolitan,  and  patriarch. 
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This  bifhop  underftood  the  ancient  Greek  ex- 
ceedeing  well,  as  moft  of  the  patriarchs  and  prelates 
do  •,  but  the  papas  in  general  are  lo  ignorant  as  to  be 
adifgrace  to  their  order.  He  received  us  with  greac 
civility,  and  politely  gave  us  a  letter  of  recommen- 
dation to  the  fathers  of  the  convent  of  St.  Catharine, 
fituated  at  the  foot  of  mount  Sinai;  and  I  muft,  in 
iuflice,  acknowledge,  that  I  always  met  with  great 
affability  and  kindnefs  from  the  dignitaries  of  the 
Greek  church. 

During  our  vifit,  fix  Greek  caloyers,  or  monks, 
who  were  to  accompany  us  to  mount  Sinai^  came  fe- 
parateiy  to  receive  their  prelate's  commands,  and  beg 
his  blefling,  each  bowing  with  great'  reverenee,  fo  as 
nearly  to  kifs  the  ground,  in  the  manner  of  the 
Turks  when  they  repeat  their  prayers.  His  bleffing 
of  them  was  accompanied  with  a  very  amiable  air 
of  affedion,  defiring  them  at  the  fame  time,  to  be- 
have in  a  manner  fuitable  to  their  charadler.  Having 
received  his  bleffing,  they  rofe  up,  and  after  kiffing 
his  hand,  retired. 

The  Greek  religious  of  this  convent,  to  prevent 
impofitions,  kindly  offered  to  purchafe  the  provi- 
fions  neceffary  for  us  during  our  journey  ;  a  propofal 
which  we  very  readily  embraced. 

Among  the  other  neceflaries  for  this  expedition, 
coffee,  rice,  and  tpbacco,  are  not  to  be  omitted,  as 
it  is  neceffary  to  treat  the  Arabians  often  by  the  way 
with  thefe  particulars,  which  they  prefer  even  to 
money  itfelh  It  is  alfo  proper  to  carry  a  good 
quantity  of  wine  and  brandy,  as  a  prefent  to  the 
convent. 

The  good  fathers  alfo  took  care  to  purchale  for 
lis  many  water-melons,  a  fruit  of  the  greateft  ufe  to 
travellers  in  thefe  thirfty  deferts.  The  Arabians  call 
them  hatich  alecbdef\  and  the  Turks,   karpons, 
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*Journey  through  the  defert  of  Arabia  Petrsea,  to 
fnoimt  Sinai ;  a  defcription  of  that  famous  moun^ 
tatriy  a?id  of  the  co?rvent  at  its  foot ;  with  an 
accoufit  of  the  Arabians  who  iiihabit  the  adja* 
cent  country, 

IN  the  evening  we  mounted  our  afies  at  the  doof 
of  the  convent  of  St.  John  at  CairOy  in  order  to 
join  the  caraVan,  which  was  encamped  near  a  kane 
about  half  an  hour  from  the  city.  And  here  the  fa- 
thers of  the  convent  recommended  us  llrongly  to  the 
camel-drivers,  charging  them,  at  the  fame  timcj  to 
take  particular  care  of  every  thing  belonging  to  us. 
Oppofite  to  this  kane^  which  is  confiderably  large, 
is  an  elegant  mofque,  with  two  m/marets  ;  but  the 
Turks  take  fo  little  care  of  the  ftrudure,  that  it  is 
in  a  very  bad  condition.  On  the  left  fide  of  the 
kane  is  a  large  bafon^  of  brackifh  water,  in  which 
the  Turks  bathe,  and  perform  their  ablutions.  It  is 
called  birque,  a  general  name  for  all  places  where 
fuch  bafons  are  found.  The  water  is  conveyed  into 
it  from  a  well  in  the  neighbourhood,  where  it  is 
drawn  up  by  oxen.  But  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
kane  is  a  well  of  excellent  water. 

The  next  day,  a  full  hour  before  fun- fet,  the  -ca- 
mels being  ready,  we  each  m-ounted  his  proper  beaft. 
The  jolting  pace  of  this  creature  is,  at  firfl,  ex- 
tremely troublefome  to  a  traveller ;  but  time  foon  re- 
conciles it  to  us ;  and  fome  even  confider  it  as  plea- 
fant  riding. 

Vol.  II.  L  .   After 


«* 


.14^  Travels  through  part  of 

After  travelling  about  nine  miles,  we  rnade  a 
fhorc  flay  at  a  birque,  where  were  two  large  bafons. 
This  water  is  ufed  for  ablutions,  and,  tho*  a  little 
brackiih,  the  camels  drank  plentifully  of  it.  Here 
is  alfo  a  fmall  village,  and  feveral  gardens,  where  the 
paffengers  purchafed  a  quantity  of  water-melons,  and 
our  Arabians  filled  their  velTels  with  water,  it  being 
three  days  journey  before  they  could  procure  a  fup* 
ply.  Hitherto  our  road  had  lain  thro'  a  flat,  flony, 
and  barren  country,  no  kind  of  verdure  being  to  be 
feen,  except  a  few  gardens  and  plantations  of  palm- 
trees,  at  fome  diftance  on  the  lelt. 

The  whole  caravan  confifted  of  about  a  thoufand 
camels,  fome  of  them  deflined  for  Suez  and  'Tor  ; 
but  the  greatefl  part  for  mount  Sinai.  They  en- 
camped in  feveral  divifions  apart  from  each  other  -, 
for  the  Arabians,  who  were  relations,  and  belonged 
to  the  fame  village  or  camp,  kept  together  -,  and 
thus  the  caravan  was  divided  into  above  twenty  diffe- 
rent parties,  which  put  us  to  a  great  inconveniency, 
our  effe(5ts  being  on  feveral  camels,  which  belonged 
to  different  encampments;  and  on  our  mentioning  this 
to  the  Arabians,  they  told  us,  that  I  and  my  compa- 
nion, with  my  Armenian  fervant,  might  travel  toge- 
ther in  two  divifions,  at  a  fmall  diilance  from  one  anc- 
ther;  but  as  for  our  Dutch  fervant,  who  took  care  of 
our  provifions,  he  was  fcldom  within  half  an  hoir 
of  us. 

This  divifion,  to  which  we  were  not  yet  accuf- 
tomed,  occafioned  us  to  be  impofed  upon  at  our  firlt 
Ifage  ;  for  an  Arabian^  who  pretended  to  be  the  con- 
dudlor  of  the  caravan,  afked  us  for  a  prefent  of  cof- 
fee •,  and  though  we  were  very  willing  to  grant  his  re- 
queft,  were  at  the  fame  time  defirous  of  fatisfying 
him  with  a  fmall  parcel,  which  he,  in  a  difdainful 
manner,  threw  on  the  ground,  with  fome  threaten- 
ing fpeeches.  On  which,  to  prevent  any  bad  con- 
fcquences,  not  doubting  but  he  was  really  the  perfon 
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he  pretended  to  be^  we.  very  complaifantly  gave  him 
a  pound.  But  foon  after  difcovered  the  cheat ;  this 
Arab,  who  was,  indeed,  a  Sheik,  having  no  manner 
of  concern  with  the  caravan. 

We  left  this  place  about  noon,  and  foon  after  en- 
tered a  fandy  wafte,  where  not  the  leaft  verdure  was 
to  be  feen.  On  an  eminence,  at  fome  diftance  f/om 
our  camp,  were  fevcral  fquare  troughs,  of  a  fort  of 
white  foft  ftone  -,  but  for  what  ufe  they  were  in- 
tended, we  could  not  imagine,  unlefs  they  were  for 
coffins  i  tho'  they  feemed  too  fmall  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

About  half  an  hour  before  fun-fet^  we  halted  in 
this  barren  wafte,  and  pitched  our  tents  on  the  fand^ 
not  having  either  tree  or  herb  in  our  fight.  We  had 
been  told,  that  the  air  here  was  fo  tull  of  nitrous 
particles,  that  a  pot  full  of  water^  expofed  for  a 
fmall  time,  would  be  rendered  too  fait  for  drinking ; 
but  the  experiment  we  madr,  during  our  encamp- 
ment, was  lar  from  convincing  us  that  this  was 
true. 

The  next  morning  we  purfued  our  journey  an 
hour  before  iLin-rifmg,  and  had  the  fame  difagreea- 
ble  profped  before  us ;  about  noon  we  came  to  a 
place,  where  we  found  a  few  plants,  but  mofl:  of 
them  parched  up  with  the  heat  of  the  fun.  The 
camels  are  particularly  ufeful  in  this  country,  as  they 
will  travel  three  days  without  water. 

The  reafon  for  our  fetting  out  fo  early,  was,  that 
thefe  animals  might  have  time  to  feed,  when  we 
came  to  any  fmall  Ipots  of  herbage-,  and  after  they 
have  cropped  all  the  plants  they  can  find,  they  will 
return  of  thernfelves  to  the  camp,  every  one  know- 
ing its  refpedive  mafter.  They  alio  feem  to  be 
fond  of  mufic  ;  for  the  Arabians,  in  order  to  make 
them  quicken  their  pace,  fing  as  loud  as  they  can  •, 
mdi  tho*  the  tunes  cannot  be  commended  as  the  fineffc 
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in  the  world,  yet  they  feem  to  chear  the  animals  in' 
the  midft  of  their  toil. 

In  the  evening  we  encamped  near  the  mountains  ; 
but  here,  as  well  as  on  the  other  parts  of  the  road, 
we  were  molefted  by  thieves,  who  range  about  in 
fmall  parties,  and  find  means,  during  the  night,  to 
convey  themfelves  into  the  caravan,  where  they  pil- 
fer every  thing  they  can  lay  their  hands  on.  And 
were  now  carrying  off  fome  of  the  camels ;  but  our 
Arabians  fortunately  perceived  them  before  they  got 
to  any  confiderable  diflance,  and  recovered  every 
thing  they  had  taken  away.  Thefe  robbers  are  only 
to  be  feared  on  account  of  their  celerity,  being  all 
poorly  armed.  This  attempt,  however,  taught  our 
Arabians  to  encamp,  for  the  future,  in  one  body  ; 
tho*  they  always  feparated  again  in  the  morning,  in 
order  to  reconnoitre  the  country  with  more  advan- 
tage. Some  Arabian  chiefs,  from  among  the  moun- 
tains, joined  us  in  our  encampment,  and  kept  us 
company  the  following  day. 

The  next  morning  we  fet  out  as  ufual,  and  dur- 
ing the  whole  day,  faw  only  two  trees  j  but  on  our 
right  hand  was  the  fepulchre  of  a  kaijia,  or  gover- 
nor of  SueZy  who  loft  his  life  here  in  defending  the 
caravan  againft  a  body  of  Arabian  robbers.  We  alfo 
faw,  in  the  road,  fevcral  ikcletons  of  camels,  which 
had  funk  under  their  burdens,  and  expired  in  thefe 
thirfty  deferts.  But  what  appeared  much  more 
fhocking  to  us,  was  a  human  arm  appearing  above 
the  fand  ;  this  perfon  had  been  here  overtaken  with  a 
-whirlwind,  and  was  fuffocated  with  the  duft. 

As  we  made  this  journey  in  the  month  of  July, 
we  could  not  but  exped  to  undergo  all  the  inconve- 
niences of  an  excelTive  heat-,  but  we  fortunately  had 
a  refrefhing  breeze,  during  the  whole  time  we  were 
croffing  thefe  barren  waftes.  This  breeze  generally 
began  about  noon,  when,  we  had  finilhed  our  firil 
baiting,  and  proved  of  prodigious  fervice  to  us  in 
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cooling  the  air.     When  we  halted,  we  made  tents  of 
our  blankets,  and  lay   down   on  our   matraffes  •,  but 
the  heat  from  the  fand  was  too  great  tor  us  to  lay 
long  in  this  manner. 

During  the  night,  we,  for  -coolnefs,  lay  in  the 
open  air,  having  no  other  canopy  than  the  heavens  ; 
but  had  little  reft,  being  obliged  to  be  up  at  break  of 
day.  About  three  hours  on  this  fide  Ageroud^  is,  on 
the  right  hand,  a  very  deep  well,  at  prefent  in  a 
ruinous  condition  ;  but  faid  to  have  been  dug  by  or- 
der of  Alexander  the  Great,  -who  propofed  to  build  a 
icity  here.  The  Arabians  add,  that  he  was  defirous 
firft  of  knawing  whether  it  was  pofTible  to  find  wa- 
ter, before  he  laid  the  foundations  of  the  city  ;  and 
the  workmen  finding  blood  inftead  of  water,  hecon- 
•fidered  it  as  a  divine  admonition,  not  to  put  his  de- 
fign  in  execution.  But  however  that  be,  its  prefent 
ule  has  fome  analogy  to  that  phsenomenon,  ferving 
as  a  fepulchre  for  thofe  who  happen  to  die,  or  are 
killed  by  the  Arabians,  near  this  place. 

At  fome  diftance  from  this  wall,    we  refted  at  a 
;place  which  afforded  the  beafts  fome  herbage.     And 
leaving  on  our  right  the  mountains  Oubaibe  and  Eu- 
taqua^  which  extend  along  the  fhore  of  the  Red-fea^  fe- 
ven  or  eight  leagues  beyond  Suez,  we  at  laft  reached 
Agercud,  a   fquare  caftle,  with  the  appearance  of  a 
convent ;  it  has  a  minaret,  and  four  ftone  bulwarks. 
Tradition  informs  us,  that  this  caftle  is  built  on  the 
iite  of  the  ancient  Heroopolis^  which  gave  its  name  to 
-a  part  of  the  Red-fea  ;  and  feme  pretend  to  find  an 
^affinity  between  the  two  names ;  but  this  I  fhall  leave 
to  the  determination  of  others.     At  prefent  it  ferves 
for  the  quarters  of  the  emir  hadgi,  or  head  of  the 
caravan  of  pilgrims,  going  to  Mecca  ;  that  compa- 
ny halting  here  three  days,  as  there  are  many  cifterns, 
and  generally  plenty  of  water.     In  the  neighbour- 
hood of  this  caftle,  are  feveral  Turkifh  fepulchres 
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and  oratories,  poffibly  ere6led  m  honour  of  feme  of 
their  fuppofed  faints. 

We  had  now  travelled  fix  and  twenty  leagues,  and 
were  within  four  of  Suez  ;  whither  part  of  the  cara- 
van, after  wifhing  us  a  happy  journey,  direded  the 
way. 

In  the  evening  we  reached  the  place,  called,  by 
the  Arabians,  Ain  el  Moufa,  the  fountain  of  Mofes, 
having  the  Red-fea  on  our  right.  This  is  thought 
to  be  the  fpot  where  the  Ifraeiites  firft  landed  after 
their  miraculous  paffage  thro'  the  Red-fea.  The  wa- 
ter, tho*  half  a  league  from  the  fea,  is  too  brackifli 
to  be  drank  with  any  pleafure.  Our  Arabians,  how- 
ever, dug  holes  in  feveral  places,  and  found  water, 
which  they  gave  to  their  camels.  At  a  fmall  diftancc 
is  a  fpring  of  mineral  water,  ot  a  blackifh  colour, 
owing,  as  they  pretend,  to  its  illuing  from  a  bed  of 
black  fand.  Bur,  hovvcver  difagreeable  this  water 
was,  the  Arabians  filled  their  goat-fldns  with  it,  being 
fomething  better  than  that  of  the  fountain  of  Mofes. 
This  was  theiirft  place  where  we  had  found  any  plen- 
ty of  water,  fi nee  our  departure  from  Birque  ;  for  at 
Agaroud  it  happened  to  be  very  fcarce  ;  nor  were  we 
fortunate  enough  to  find  the  fpring  near  Suez,  men- 
tioned by  M.  Thevenot.  The  diftance  ixQTCi  Agaroud 
to  this  place  is  fix  leagues. 

The  next  morning  v/e  began  our  journey  as  foon 
as  the  moon  arofe,  and  reached  Scdur^  a  place  fitua- 
ted  on  the  Red-fea .,  and  where  we  had  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  fume  herbage,  and  a  few  fmall  trees.  Some 
are  of  opinion,  that  this  is  the  place  where  the  Ifraei- 
ites landed  after  their  p.ifTage  thro'  the  fea.  The 
conjefture  feeais  to  be  founded  on  the  lownefs  of  the 
oppofite  poafb. 

vVe  had  now  a  full  profpecl  of  this  famous  fea, 
and  in  our  journey  pafled  by  Ouardan^  where  we 
found  more  herbage  and  trees  than  at  Sedar,  But 
had  hardly  laid  ourlclves  down  to  reft,  than  a  flrong 
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¥/ind  arofe,  which  almoft  covered  us  with  duft;  for 
the  ground  is  of  a  loofer  texture  here,  than  even  in 
the  dcrfcrt.  The  fand  alfo  was  fo  violently  hot,  that 
we  could  fcarce  endure  it. 

The  whole  caravan  now  no  longer  encamped  to- 
gether, but  each  party  feperately,  there  being  nothing 
to  be  apprehended  from  robbers,  who  principally 
frequent  the  roads  leading  from  Cairo  to  Suez,  and 
the  fountain  of  Mofes. 

The  whole  next  day  we  faw  only  barren  hills  of 
'  fand  •,  but  arrived  pretty  early  at  our  firft  baiting- 
place  called  Corondel,  or  Gerondel.  This  appeared 
like  the  hand  of  Promife  to  us ;  for  here  we  found  ex- 
cellent water,  which  we  had  not  tafted  fince  we  left 
Birque.  According  to  fome,  Corondel  is  the  ancient 
Mar  ah,  where  the  bitter  waters  were  fweetened  by 
Mofes.  Here  alfo  we  have  a  profpedt  of  a  large 
cape,  projefting  into  the  fea,  and  oppofite  to  a  large 
chafm,  or  opening  between  the  mountains,  called, 
by  Mofes,  Pi-hahiroth,  i.  e.  the  mouth  of  Hiroth ; 
and  hence  fome  have  been  induced  to  think,  that 
the  Ifraelites  landed  here,  after  their  paflage  through 
the  Red-fea.  This  valley  is  very  delightful,  and, 
compared  with  the  barren  vvaftes  we  had  lately  tra- 
velled over,  may  be  called,  a  terreftrial  paradife. 
Wherever  we  had  hitherto  baited  in  the  day-time, 
we  had  always  been  obliged  to  pitch  our  tents,  to 
defend  us  from  the  fcorching  rays  of  the  fun  ;  but 
here  the  trees  formed  a  more  pleafant  canopy.  Our 
Arabians  immediately  le-d  their  camels  to  the  water- 
ing-place, which  is  a  large  bafon,  fupplied  with 
rain  water  from  the  neighbouring  mountains,  and 
whenever  you  dig  in  this  valley,  you  find  plenty  of 
water.  From  Sedar  to  this  place  the  dillance  is 
eight  leagues,  and  five  leagues  to  the  weft  ward  of 
this  valley  are  warm  mineral  baths,  called,  by  the 
Arabians,  Hamal  el  Pharaon,  Pharaoh's  baths,  and 
^'hich  we  vifited  at  our  return. 
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The  fame  day  we  travelled  with  fuch  expedition^ 
that  in  the  evening  we  reached  the  valley  called,  by 
the  Arabians,  Homr^  the  red  valley,  where  we  pafled 
the  night ;  but  without  the  refrefliing  pkafures  of  a 
cool  breeze,  the  place  being,  as  it.were,  hemmed  in 
on  all  fides  by  the  mountains  j  fo  that  very  little 
wind  is  felt  in  fome  parts  of  it.  However,  the  fol- 
lowing day,  when  we  had  advanced  farther  in  the 
valley,  we  met  with  fo  flrong  a  gale,  that,  though 
it  rendered  the  heat  very  fupportable,  greatly  incom- 
moded us.  From  Corondel  to  the  end  of  this  valley 
is  ten  hours. 

We  next  entered  on  a  large  plain,  beyond  which 
^ve  baited  in  the  vale  of  Najb.  This  is  a  very  plea- 
fant  valley,  and  full  of  trees.  We,  however,  bait- 
ed under  the  fhadow  of  a  mountain,  the  fide  of 
which  was  a  little  excavated.  Here  we  found  the 
names  of  feveral  travellers,  who  had  alfo  halted  here. 
And,  indeed,  this  is  one  of  the  mofl  convenient 
places  we  met  with  on  the  whole  road. 

About  half  an  hour  from  this  baiting-place,  but 
fomething  nearer  the  fea,  is  a  very  excellent  fpring, 
to  which  the  camels  are  generally  led,  for  filling  the 
the  veflels  with  water.  Jt  is  a  well  ten  feet  deep  •, 
and  near  it,  plenty  of  herbage,  and  palm-trees, 
planted  in  regular  walks,  which  form  a  very  beauti- 
ful fcene.  We  alfo  faw  here  feveral  blocks  of  gra- 
nite, fome  green,  and  others  variegated  ;  but  what 
particularly  pleaffd  me,  was,  a  very  curious  ftone, 
on  which  nature  had  reprefented  a  garden,  tho*  not 
with  all  the  fymmctry  of  art. 

We  next  came  to  the  mountain  Sarhet  el  Kadem^ 
7.  €.  an  affembly  of  great  officers.  Here  arc  alfo 
the  remains  of  an  old  city  and  caflle,  called  Pharav^ 
on  many  of  the  flones  of  which,  infcriptions  are 
faid  to  be  ftill  remaining.  This  city  was  formerly 
the  fte  of  a  bifhop,  and  under  the  archbifhop  of 
jnount  Sinai,     There  are  ftill   fome  ruins  of  a  con:, 
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vent  remaining  *,  and  here  we  met  with  plenty  of 
good  water.  In  the  afternoon  we  paffed  by  feveral 
Sepulchres  belonging  to  the  Arabians,  and  to  whom 
our  guides  offered  their  prayers ;  and  one  of  the 
Arabians,  pointing  to  a  certain  mountain,  affured 
me,  that  immenfe  treafures  were  hidden  there.  We 
fpent  the  night  in  the  valley  of  Kami  He,  where  every 
party  encamped  by  thcmfelves.  The  diftance  from 
hence  to  the  vale  of  Hamr,  is  computed  at  eight 
hours. 

The  next  morning  we  purfued  our  journey  with 
the  fame  diligence,  over  defolate  mountains  and 
barren  rocks,  but  intermixed  with  the  pleafant  val- 
leys of  Debabe,  Sedre,  Barak,  and  Baraha,  full  of 
odoriferous  plants.  We  alio  faw  here  feveral  fpinife- 
rous  trees,  which  exudated  a  gum  refembling  that 
of  the  cherry-tree.  At  Debabe,  the  rocks  of  gra- 
nite begin,  and  reach  beyond  mount  Sinai.  In  this 
valley  are  alfo  found  that  fpecies  of  gem  called  gar- 
pet.  The  Latin  writers  generally  call  the  granite 
l^apis  Syenites,  from  the  city  Syene  in  Upper  Egypty 
near  which  are  large  quarries  of  it ;  it  is  alfo  termed 
l^apis  Thebaicus,  from  the  city  of  Thebes. 

I  WAS  greatly  pleafed  with  this  demondration, 
that  the  pillars  and  obelifks,  which  we  had  viewed 
with  admiration  in  feveral  places,  were  not  a  com- 
pofition,  as  many  have  imagined,  thinking  it  im- 
pofllble  to  raife  fuch  enormous  malTes  out  of  the 
quarries.  It  is,  however,  certain,  that  all  thofe  co- 
lumns and  obelifks  were  brought  from  the  quarries 
ilill  to  be  feen  in  Upper  Egypt;  and  thefe  rocks  and 
mountains,  over  which  we  were  now  travelling, 
ponfifted  principally  of  that  elegant  fpecies  of  marble. 
We  found  feveral  pieces  which  the  rays  of  the  fun 
had,  as  it  were,  calcined,  and  rendered  fo  brittle, 
that  on  throwing  them  againft  the  rocks,  they  flew 
into  a  thoufand  pieces.  And  accordingly  we  every 
^  where 
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where  in  the  vallies  met  with   fuch  flones,  and  even 
powder  of  granite. 

These  rocks  are  of  a  great  variety  of  colours,  fo 
that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  find  a  block  of  one 
colour  large  enough  to  form  a  pillar ;  whereas  the 
largeft  fize  may  be  eafily  procured  of  the  variegated 
kind  ;  but,  to  be  certain  of  the  colour,  it  is  necef- 
lary  to  take  off  the  furface,  which,  from  the  a£iion 
of  the  fun  and  air,  is  fubjeft  to  great  variations. 

During  the  heat  of  the  day  we  relied  under  the 
ihadow  of  a  irtountain;  and  in  the  evening  reached 
the  valley  of  Keihame,  having  this  day  travelled 
eight  hours,  according  to  the  common  computation. 
Tliis  valley,  called  in  the  Hebrew  Relbame^  and 
commonly  Ritma,  derives  its  name  from  a  yellow 
flower  called  rettem^  with  which  the  valley  is  enamel- 
led. We  found  here,  on  the  left  hand,  two  cifterns 
full  of  excellent  water. 

We  continued  our  journey  along  feveral  emi- 
nences, intermixed  with  valleys,  in  which  we  often 
met  with  fprings  of  water.  On  a  red  ftone  betwixt 
two  rocks  on  the  left  hand,  we  were  defired  toobferve 
on  it  the  impreffion  of  the  pofteriors  of  a  man.  Our 
guide  told  us,  that  it  was  owing  to  an  Arabian  fan- 
ton,  who  ufed  frequently  to  f)t  there  and  meditate. 
Atfome  diftance  on  the  right,  we  faw  a  hamlet,  confiil- 
ing  of  four  houfes,  fquare,  low,  and  very  fmall.  Inftead 
of  a  door,  you  enter,  by  creeping  on  the  belly,  thro* 
a  hole  in  the  wall.  Clofe  by  the  road,  on  the  left 
hand,  was  the  fepulchre  of  another  fanton,  where  our 
Arabians  performed  their  devotions. 

This  day  we  baited  very  early,  and  the  heat  of  the 
fun  was  fo  excefTive,  that  we  were  obliged  to  pitch  our 
tents;  and  tho'  we  were  then  only  an  hour  and  a  half 
from  the  convent,  our  Arabians  were  fo  careful  of 
their  camels,  that  they  would  not  move  a  ftep  farther. 
Here  we  fortiinateiy  Icund,  among  the  granite  rocks, 
a  ciflern  full  of  excellent  w.itcr  j  and  near  it  we  faw 
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three  or  four  houfes,  the  inhabitants  of  which  gave 
us  goat's  milk  to  drink.  The  Arabians  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood alfo  came  :o  congratulate  us  on  our  arrival, 
and,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  lac 
down  by  us  •,  for  whenever  they  fee  any  eating  or 
drinking,  they  join  the  company  without  the  leait 
ceremony. 

These  Arabians,  who  inhabit  the  country  about 
mount  Sinai,  and  the  defert  we  had  pafTed  through. 
Jive  in  a  wretched  manner,  under  fmali  tents,  or  in 
very  mean  huts.  They  have  no  horfes,  but  many 
camels  and  dromedaries,  thefe  creatures  being  of 
more  ufe  to  them,  as  they  are  very  patient  of  third, 
^nd  wacer  is  fcarce  in  all  thefe  parts.  Thefe  crea- 
tures are,  indeed,  their  chief  wealth.  Some  have 
alfo  herds  of  black  goats,  the  milk  of  which  they 
drink,  and  make  cheefcs  of  it ;  but  their  cattle  mult 
.be  fatisfied  wich  a  ^very  flender  quantity  of  pafture, 
the  rocks,  and  even  the  vallies  here,  affording  very 
little  herbage,  except  a  few  low  fhrubs,  whofe 
branches  are  full  of  thorns. 

The  country  adjacent  to  mount  Sinai,  will  hardly 
admit  of  culture  ;  and  the  people  who  inhabit  it, 
are  as  little  difpofed  to  make  the  experiment.  And 
hence  it  is  no  wonder,  that  the  neceffaries  of  life  are 
fo  exceedingly  fcarce  here;  and  were  it  not  for  the 
Greek  convent,  which  liberally  aflifls  them,  the 
greateft  part  muft  perifh  with  hunger,  or  feek  a  live- 
lihood in  a  more  fruitful  country.  And  even  at  pre- 
fent,  an  Arabian  cannot  long  fubfili,  without  beg- 
ging from  time  to  time  in  the  towns  neareft  his  camp. 
And  were  the  country  fo  fertile,  that  they  might,  by 
induftry,  attain  to  eafy  circumflances,  they  are  of 
fo  contentious  and  vindictive  a  temper,  that  it  would 
be  impoffible  for  them  to  live  with  any  fiitisfadion 
together-,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  in  defcribing 
^he  Holy  Land,  where  I  had  often  the  mortiiication 
pf  feeing,  near  the  villages,  fome  of  the  olive-trees 
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broken,  others  pulled  up  by  the  roots,  the  corn 
burnt,  and  the  like.  I  know  not  whether  they  i\i\i 
retain  the  method  of  revenge  formerly  common 
among  them,  and  called  o-xoTreA/c-^oy  -,  for,  in  lib.  ix, 
jT.  Dijejl.  de  extraord.  criminib.  is  the  following  paf- 
fage  :  In  -provincia  Arabia  o-xoTrgAiruoy,  id  ejl,  lapidum 
fofitionem  crimen  appellant^  cujus  ret  adniijfum  tale  eji : 
Plurique  inimicorum  folent  pradiuin  inimici  o-xot6Ai^«v, 
id  ejl,  lapides  ponere^  indicia  futuras,  quod  fi  qui  emn 
Cgrum  coluijjet,  malo  letho  periturus  ejj'et  infidiis  eoruniy 
qui  fcopuius  pofuijfent.  That  is,  "  In  the  province  of 
*•  Arabia,  there  is  a  crime  called  ay.67^ihic[A(^,  or  fix- 
*'  ing  of  ftones ;  it  being  a  frequent  praftice  among 
"  them,  to  place  ftones  in  the  grounds  of  thofe  with 
*'  whom  they  are  at  variance,  as  a  warning,  that  any 
"  perfon  who  dares  to  till  that  field  fliould  infallibly 
"  be  (lain,  by  the  contrivance  of  thofe  who  placed 
"  the  ftones  there."  This  malicious  praftice  is 
thought  to  have  had  its  origin  in  Arabia  Petrea. 

It  muft,  however,  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
Arabians  here  are  much  more  civilized  than  thofe  of 
Jerufalem,  tho*  not  free  from  banditti,  who  fonse- 
timcs  make  excurfions  to  the  diftance  of  three  or  four 
days  journey  from  their  camp.  Their  arms  in  gene- 
ral confift  of  old  mufl^ets,  a  kind  of  crooked  poinard, 
which  they  call  fef,  and  a  fekitw  or  fmail  knife. 
Some  alfo  carry  pikes,  and  lances,  with  bows  and 
arrows  j  and  thofe  who  cannot  procure  fuch  weapons 
carry  large  clubs,  armed  with  iron. 

The  Arabians  alfo  live  very  friendly  with  each 
other  ;  and  if  one  happens  to  kill  another,  all  the  rela- 
tions of  the  deceafed  league  together,  in  order  to  re- 
taliate the  injury  on  the  criminal ;  and  he  being  pro- 
tcfted  by  his  relations,  they  are  often  involved  in  his 
punilhrhent.  They  have  likewife  a  great  regard  for 
women  •,  fo  that  the  leaft  affront  offered  to  them,  ei- 
ther by  word  or  ad:ion,  is  feverely  puniflied  ;  and 
fometimcs  for  a  crime  that  would  be  confidered  as 
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trifling  among  us,  a  perfon  forfeits  one  of  his  hands. 
We  here  faw  Tome  ot  the  Arabian  women,  to  whom 
they  pay  fo  great  veneration  ;  but  their  whole  drefs 
confifted  oi  a  large  (hift  of  coarfe  blue  hnen,  and  orj 
their  heads  they  wore  a  white  veil  reaching  to  the 
inouth,  and  having  two  holes  cut  in  it  for  the  eyes. 
Their  hair  behind  is  cut  (hoit,  but  that  before  hangs 
down  on  their  forehead  in  fmall  locks:  Round  their 
necks  and  arms  they  wear  chains  of  coral,  and  are 
extremely  fond  of  falfe  pearls,  made  at  Venice. 

Every  village,  or  troop,  has  a  chief,  whole  dig- 
nity is  hereditary  ;  and  on  the  excindion  of  his  fami- 
ly, a  general  aficmbly  is  called  for  the  eledion  of  an- 
other. All  thefe  arc  fubordinate  to  a  fupreme  chief, 
who  has  therefore  great  numbers  under  his  com- 
mand. 

At  prefent  there  are  three  families,  whofe  chiefs 
are  ftyled,  tho*  fometimes  very  improperly,  defen- 
ders of  the  convent  of  mount  Sinai.  1  he  firft, 
called  lafaid,  is  the  fmalleft  v,'ith  regard  to  number, 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  the  moil  untraftable  and  ra- 
pacious, making  contin-ual  demands  on  the  convent. 
The  fecond,  called  choualli,  tho'  more  numerous,  ir, 
lefs  rapacious.  The  third,  termed  alekad,  is  much 
the  largeft,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  far  more  favour- 
able towards  the  comment,  never  ufing  thofe  unjuft 
methods  fo  frequently  pradifed  by  the  hrft. 

These  three  tribes  live  in  a  good  harmony :  In- 
deed, as  they  have  excluded  all  others  from  having 
any  concerns  with  the  co-nvent,  it  is  their  intereft  to 
fupport  each  other,  and  thele  are  properly  the  carriers 
of  the  convent,  and  receive  from  it  all  the  bread 
they  ufe,  ns  well  as  the  meal  with  which  they  make 
their  beta  and  marfourouca.  The  reil  of  their  food 
is  camel's  milk,  and  fometimes  the  fiefli  of  ihofe 
animals.  They  alfo  receive  from  the  convent,  linen 
for  their  turbants,  with  needles,  and  other  neeefia- 
rics ;  for  they  are  far  from  being  aHiamed  to  beg  •, 
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and,  on  any  denial,  will  even  threathen  the  fathefs. 
Nor  are  inllances  wanting,  of  their  carrying  the  re- 
ligious to  their  retreats  among  the  mountains,  and 
confining  them  there  till  their  demands  are  complied 
with. 

Here  are  alfo  feveral  other  Arabian  tribes ;  bus 
their  chiefs  are  not  ftyled  protedors  of  the  convent ; 
particularly  the  ;;?^;/^/j,  and  the  ^^r^j.  When  any 
of  thefe  pafs  by  the  convent,  they  are  fometimes 
prefented  with  provifions ;  but  this  is  not  a  conftanc 
rule,  the  protedling  tribes  having  always  oppofed 
the  giving  any  fliare  of  their  perquifites  to  others. 

But  to  return  from  this  digreffion  to  our  journey.- 
We  left  our  baiting-place  about  half  an  hour  after 
three  in  the  afternoon,  and  in  an  hour  and  a  half  ar- 
rived at  the  convent,  fituated  at  the  foot  of  mount 
Si?mi.  When  we  came  within  a  few  paces  of  the 
ftrudure,  notice  was  fcnt  for  us  to  alight,  a  cuftoni 
faid  to  be  introduced  as  a  mark  of  veneration  to  ihc 
place.  The  entrance,  or  rather  window,  of  this 
convent,  is  on  the  caft  fide,  and  at  fuch  a  height 
from  the  ground,  that  you  are  hoifted  up  in  a  bafket, 
by  means  of  a  windlafs.  This  method  of  entrance, 
however  odd  it  may  feem,  is  no  more  than  a  proper 
caution  in  the  monks ;  for  if  the  door  was  even  wich 
the  ground,  the  Arabians,  when  denied  any  thing, 
would  make  no  fcruple  of  forcing  it  open. 

Before  the  window  is  a  large  bafon,  always  full 
of  excellent  water  ;  and  here  the  travelling  Arabians 
are  often  prefented  with  victuals.  It  mufl  not,  how- 
ever, be  thought,  that  this  building  is  without  a 
door  -,  but  it  is  walled  up,  and  never  opened  but  at 
the  reception  of  a  new  archbiihop,  a  ceremony  per- 
formed here  with  great  folemnity. 

Having  entered  the  convent,  in  the  manner  above 
defcribed,  we  were  welcomed  by  the  fathers.  Here 
we  met  with  a  young  reclufe,  who  fpoke  very  good 
Italian.     He  was  a  native  of  Janm  in  Tbefalj,  and 
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had  not  long  been  a  member  of  this  fociety.  He 
condu(fted  us  into  the  church,  which,  confidering 
the  country  may  be  called  elegant,  it  is  decorated 
with  paintings  and  portraits  of  Greek  faints,  finiflied 
after  their  manner,  that  is,  in  a  wretched  tafte. 

Here  we  were  fhewn  the  monument  of  St.  Catha- 
rine, to  whom  both  the  church  and  the  convent  arc 
dedicated,  and  who  is  faid  to  have  fuffercd  martyr- 
dom in  the  year  307,  under  the  emperor  Maximian. 
After  viewing  the  feveral  particulars  in  the  church, 
we  were  conducted  to  our  chambers,  or  rather  cells, 
appointed  for  us,  and  were  ufed  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  late  patriarch  of  Conjlantinopk,  whofe  cham- 
ber adjoined  to  ours.  We  were  foon  acquainted  with 
this  prelate,  who  informed  us  that  his  name  was 
Cofmas  J  that  he  had  been  firft  bifhop  of  mount  Si'- 
7iai^  afterwards  patriarch  of  Alexandria\  and,  that 
going  from  thence  to  Confta?itinop!e,  he  was  there, 
by  the  help  of  fome  poweiful  friends,  advanced  to 
the  patriarchal  chair  of  that  city.  But  the  prelent 
patriarch  found  means  to  fupplant  him,  after  he  had 
enjoyed  it  five  years ;  and  had  now  fpenc  the  fame 
number  in  this  convent,  which  was  confidered  as  an 
honourable  imprifonment.  We  had  afterwards  feve- 
ral  converfations  with  him,  and  he  aifured  us  he  had 
always  been  a  good  friend  to  the  Dutch  •,  at  the  fame 
time  he  exprelTed  his  furprize  that  we  had  brought 
no  letters  for  hi  in,  either  from  Smyrna^  or  Conftaiiti- 
nople.  He  likewife  intimated  his  defire  of  returnin'> 
to  Cairo  with  us,  and  ot  putting  himfelf  under  the 
protedlion  of  the  Englilh  conful,  whofe  houfe  would 
be  an  afylum  till  an  opportunity  offered  of  proceed- 
ing to  Conjiantinopk^  where  he  hoped  to  be  reinftated 
in  his  former  dignity.  In  the  mean  time  he  appear- 
ed very  melancholy,  and  bore  his  misfortunes  with 
more  impatience  than  became  a  teacher  of  Chriftia- 
nity, 
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In  one  of  our  converfations  the  difcourfe  hap- 
pened to  turn  on  the  ceremony  of  the  facred  fire, 
which  I  had  feen  at  Jerujalem.  But  with  regard  to 
this  he  would  not  mention  a  word,  except  with  the 
greateft  caution.  He  intimated  to  mc,  that  he  could 
eafily  perceive  I  did  not  confider  it  as  a  miracle,  ad- 
ding, that  he  had  once  the  offer  of  being  patriarch  of 
yerufakm^  but  declined  it,  becaule  his  confcience 
would  not  fuffer  him  to  believe  any  thing  of  the  fa- 
cred fire-,  being  perfuaded,  that  the  whole  was  an 
im  pofition  on  the  people.     He  further  told  us,  that 

was  a  great  grief  to  him,  to  fee  how  terribly  the 
people  werd  deceived  •,  adding,  that  the  patriarch, 
in  order  to  maintain  his  authority  among  the  people, 
was  under  a  neoefnty  of  continuing  the  deception  j 
for  otherwife,  not  only  the  legality  of  his  dignity 
would  be  called  in  queftion,  but  alfo  the  people 
^vould  abandon  Jenifakm^  the  facred  places  be  no 
longer  frequented,  and,  by  that  means  foon  buried 
in  oblivion. 

This  convent  is  fituated  at  the  end  of  a  very 
narrow  valley,  between  two  vaft  rocks  of  granite, 
one  called  St.  John^  and  the  other  St,  Epifiomius.  It 
js  without  the  lead  decoration  in  the  infide,  fo  that 
the  front  promifes  more  than  you  find  within  ;  being 
a  pretty  large  quadrangle,  with  towers  on  the  fides, 
and  at  the  corners.  Tt  has  large  and  ftrong  walls,  {i> 
that  the  Arabians  would  find  it  difficult  to  climb 
them,  and  an  hundred  men  within  might  hold  out 
againfl  two  thou  land. 

In  thefe  walls  are  the  marks  of  feveral  holes  or 
apertures,  in  which  cannon  might  be  placed;  but 
thefe  are  at  prefent  mured  up :  And  though,  as  our 
Theffalian  told  us,  there  were  cannon  and  muflcets 
locked  up  in  the  convent,  the  fathers  at  prefent  ufed 
no  other  arms  againft  the  Arabians  than  meal,  bread, 
and  other  fmall  prefents,  feafoned  with  fair  words. 
The  good  man,  however,  filled  us  with  laughter,  by 
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adding,  that  in  one  of  the  cellars  a  piece  of  cannon 
depofited  in  the  time  of  the  emperor  Juftinian. 

Tradition  informs  ws,  that  this  convent  was  be- 
gun by  that  emperor,  and  the  gare  of  it  ftill  bears 
his  name.  It  is  added,  that  he  intended  to  have  ren- 
dered it  a  very  flately  ftrudlure,  had  not  death  pre- 
vented him.  It  was,  however,  finifhed  alter  his 
deceafe,  by  the  contributions  of  the  clergy.  That 
emperor  is  alio  faid  to  have  given  orders  tor  level- 
ing the  mountains  and  rocks  furrounding  it,  but 
that  a  perlon,  who  had  vifited  and  carefully  furveyed 
the  fpot,  took  the  liberty  to  dilTuade  the  emperor 
from  it  ;  adding,  that  ali  his  treafures  were  not  fuf- 
ficient  for  fuch  an  undertaking ;  which  fo  exafpe- 
rated  Juftinian,  that  he  ordered  his  head  to  be  flruck 
off. 

This  convent,  if  the  fathers  may  be  credited,  ob- 
tained fome  privileges  even  from  Mahomet  himfelf. 
But  as  he  could  not  write,  he  dipt  one  of  his  fingers 
in  the  ink,  and  made  his  mark  under  the  grant. 
They  add,  that  a  duplicate  of  this  writing  is  kept  in 
the  leraglio  oi  Conjiantinople.  One  of  the  principal  of 
thefe  privileges  is,  that  the  monks  fhall  not  be  fub- 
jed:  to  any  caratz,  or  head-money,  and  that  the  corn 
configned  to  them  fliall  pay  no  duty. 

We  alfo  vifited  the  place  where  the  bread  is  baked 
for  the  ufe  both  of  the  convent  and  the  Arabians  ; 
and  afterwards  the  refedory,  at  one  end  of  which  is 
a  nich  in  the  wall,  where  the  bifliop  fits  when  he  vi- 
fits  the  convent.  This  ftrudlure,  tho'  not  large,  has 
a  great  number  of  cells,  or  fmall  apartments,  fepa- 
rated  from  each  other  by  very  narrow  paffages,  every 
part  of  the  building  being  laid  out  in  the  beft  man- 
ner polTible.  Moft  of  thefe  cells  are  built  with  earth, 
except  a  few,  which  are  of  free-ftone.  We  next  vi- 
fited a  building  feparated  from  the  other  parts  of  the 
convent,  and  lecured  by  an  iron  door.  This  is  ap- 
propriated to  the  travelling  Arabians,  who  often  pais 
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a  night  in  the  convent,  but  are  obliged,  before  zi' 
mittance,  to  deliver  up  their  arms.  Here  alfo  the 
flaves  belonging  to  the  convent,  have  their  lodg- 
ing. 

There  are  above  three  hundred  of  thefe  (laves 
and  the  reclufes  are  allowed  to  chufe  which  of  them 
they  pleafe  for  their  perfonal  fervice.  It  is  faid,  thnt 
the  emperor  Jullinian,  on  obtaining  a  great  victory 
near  the  B!ack-fea,  chofe  from  among  his  captives 
feventy  families,  of  different  trades,  and  fent  them 
hither.  Thefe  flaves,  who  were  originally  Chriftians 
when  the  Turks  became  mafters  of  Conjimitinopley 
changed  their  religion,  in  order  to  obtain  their  free- 
dom. But  the  monks  prefering  a  complaint  to  the 
Turkifii  monarch,  he  ordered,  that,  as  they  changed 
their  religion  from  no  other  motive  than  to  procure 
their  liberty,  both  they  and  their  defccndants  fhould 
continue  flaves  to  the  convent.  They  have,  how- 
ever, lately  obtained  a  confiderable  privilege,  ivz.  that 
of  carrying  a  peculiar  fort  of  arms,  and  with  which 
they  come  even  within  the  walls  of  the  convent.  To 
me,  indeed,  thefe  flaves,  as  they  are  called,  feemed 
to  enjoy  more  liberty  than  the  monks  themfelves, 
who  very  feldoav  go  out  of  the  convent,  and  even 
then  with  fear  and  tremblins;. 

Nor  do  thefe  flaves  do  any  thing  but  what  they 
are  paid  for,  befides  which,  they  have  alfo  then-  pro- 
vifions,  but  muft  provide  for  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren themfelves.  Thefe  flaves  work  in  the  gardens 
belonging  to  the  monks,  both  within  the  walls  of  the 
convent,  and  in  the  defert ;  and  confequently  are  in- 
difpenfibly  neceflTary  to  the  monks;  for  the  Arabians 
will  not  work,  their  whole  bufinefs  being  to  bring 
corn  and  travellers  from  Cairo.  Thefe  flaves  have 
alfo  a  chief,  vv^ho  fuperintends  their  behaviour,  and 
infli(5ls  punifhmcnts  on  dilinquints. 

Within  the  church  we  were  fhewn  a  certain  cha- 
pel   faid  to  have  been  built  by  order  of  the  emprefs 
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Helena,  on  the  very  fpot  where  Mofes  faw  the  burn- 
ing bufh  ;  and  that  this  chapel  was  ereded  long  be- 
fore either  church  or  convent. 

Close  by  the  church  is  a  mofque  with  its  minaret, 
built  by  a  Mahometan  prince  who  reigned  in  Egypf, 
and  after  demoliihing  feveral  religious  itrudtures,  in- 
tended to  do  the  fame  by  this  church  and  convent ; 
but  the  religious    being  informed  of  it,  went  in  a 
body  to  meet  him,  and  conjured  him  to  fpare  their 
convent,  giving,  at  the  fame  time,  their  confcnt  to 
his  building  a  mofque  in  it ;  and,  by  this  feafonable 
fubmiffion,  faved  their  houfe  from  deftruflion.  This 
mofque  now  ferves  tor  the  flaves  and  Arabians,  who 
are,  at  proper  feafons,  admitted  to  perform  their  de- 
votions. 

This  convent  has  a  large  garden,  with  a  fubter- 
raneous  pa0age  leading  into  it  •,  fo  that  there  is  no  ne- 
necefiiry  for  a  door,  thro'  which  the  Arabians  might 
at  pleafure  force  a  pafiage,  and  live  at  difcretion  with 
the  religious.     The  care  of  this  garden  is  committed 
to  two  perfons,  who  live  in  it  -,  and,  I  mull  own,  it 
made  a  moft  delightful  appearance,  being  beauciful- 
.  Jy  planted  with  all  kinds  of  trees,  as  almonds,  orange, 
.pomgranate,  fig,  plum,  apple,  peach,  apricot,    and 
olive-trees,  befides   feveral  forts  of  vines.     It   alfo 
produces  different  kinds  of  herbs.     The  water  iflli^s 
from  the  adjacent  rocks,  and  is  colle^^led  into  refer- 
voirs,  from  whence  it  is  conduced  by  pipes  to  every 
part  of  the  garden.     There  is  no  order  obferved  in 
this  plantation,  and  the  trees  ftand  promifcuoufly, 
and  fo  clqfe  together,  that   it  is  very  troubJefome 
walking  in  many  parts  of  it.     However,  during  our 
Aay  at  the  convent,  we  fpent  feveral  hours  here  very 
agreeably,  and  often  bathed  ourlelyes  in  a  bafon   pf 
rock  water. 

The  religious  have  feveral  other  -gardens  in  the 
defert,  where,  befides  t,he  labourers,  ^  they  ajfo  em- 
ploy an  Ajrabian  jn-^^chyfov  its  ^defence  ;  ,«is  .^jithouc 
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^his  precaution,  not  a  tree  would  be  fuffered  to  grow. 
The  fathers  would  gladly  abandon  fome  of  thcfe 
plantations,  on  account  of  the  charge  they  are  at  in 
fupporting  them  ;  for  every  Arabian  employed  in 
them,  will  be  well  rewarded  for  his  pains ;  but  tliele 
watchmen  confider  the  office  as  hereditary  in  their 
tribe,  and  will  not  hear  of  the  fiipprefTion  of  it. 
And  thus  the  fathers  are  obliged  to  llibmit  to  their 
fervants.  In  the  mean  time  we  requefted  permiflion 
of  the  epitropos^  or  vicar,  for  leave  to  afcend  mount 
Si}iai ;  but  he  advifed  us  to  flay  tiil  the  Arabians, 
who  were  now  come  in  troops  to  fetch  bread  and 
meal,  were  retired  •,  for  they  are  fure  to  vifit  the 
convent  on  the  arrival  of  a  caravan  from  Cairo,  and 
he  feared  fome  mifchief  might  befal  us,  or,  that 
they  would  carry  away  to  the  mountains,  thofe  reli- 
gious who  accompanied  us  in  our  journey,  in  which 
cafe  their  ranfom  mufl  be  paid. 

The  Arabians  being   at  length  retired,  we  were 
iet  down  from  the  convent  window  in  the  fame  man- 
ner we  had  been  hoifled  up,  accompanied  with  one 
of   the   religious  as   our  guide,    and   three   flaves, 
who  carried  the  necefTary  provifions  for  our  journey. 
We  now   began   to  afcend  this   craggy   mountain, 
meeting  here  and  there  with  a  kind  of  fteps,  which 
confiderably  mitigated  our  toil.     Thefe  fteps  were 
originally  formed  to  facilitate  the  afcent,  and   were 
made  by  the  religious ;  for  when  any  one  had  com- 
mitted a  fault,  his  punifhment  was,  to  cut  a  certain 
number  of  thefe  fteps ;  by  which   method   the   way 
was  rendered  eafy  to  the  very  fummit :  But  at  pre- 
fent  moft  of  them  are  decayed.     We  were  informed, 
more  than  once,  that  the  diftance  from  the  convent 
to  the  fummit  of  the  mountain  was  fourteen  miles  ; 
but  I  muft   own,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the   diftance 
is  greatly  exaggerated. 

Our  firft  refting-place  was  near  a  fpring,  which 
■  the  modern  Greeks  call  Ne^otov  ^an«§;,  or  the  Ihoe- 
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inaker's  water  ;  the  monk  who  dilcovered  this  fpring 
having  been  of  that  trade  :  It  is  added,  that  the  wa- 
ter burft  out  miraculoufly,  at  the  fervent  prayer  of 
that  reHgious.  They  alfo  relate,  that  this  monk, 
in  the  prefcnce  of  a  great  number  of  Turks  and  ail 
the  Greek  clergy,  in  order  to  convince  the  Jews  o^ 
the  truth  and  excellency  of  the  Chriftian  religion, 
caufed  a  mountain  near  Cai?'o  to  move  progrefiiveiy  *, 
and,  that  the  Jews,  attempting  to  perform  the  fame, 
were  difappointed,  not  a  mountain  paying  the  leaft 
regard  to  all  their  prayers  and  commands.  It  is 
added,  that  the  Turks,  full  of  aftonifhment  at  this 
miracle,  cried  out,  Diirdach,  "  mountain  ftand  ftill  i'* 
and  the  Jews  delivered  themfeives  up  to  be  difpofed 
of  according  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Greeks,  who 
laid  no  other  burthen  on  them,  than  the  building  the 
aquedud  in  the  caftle  of  Cairo.  They  add,  that 
near  that  city  is  a  mountain  called  to  this  day  Bw- 
dach. 

We  drank  of  this  miraculous  water  with  great 
pleafure,  and  found  it  fo  good,  that  we  filled  a  hora- 
chic,  or  goat's  fkin,  with  it,  for  drinking  after- 
wards. A  certain  pious  merchant  is  faid  to  have  left 
a  thoufand  piaftres  for  bringing  the  water  of  this 
fpring  in  pipes  to  the  convent,  and  an  ecckfiaflic 
added  an  hundred  fequins  for  the  fame  purpofe^  but 
it  is  thought  im,pra6licable. 

In  our  afcent  we  faw,  on  the  left  hand,  a  fmall 
chapel,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  in  comme- 
irioration  of  her  appearance  to  the  religious,  when, 
for  want  of  corn  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  the  Ara- 
bians, the  caravan  not  arriving  at  the  time  cxpe<5ted 
with  provifions,  the  fathers  were  on  the  pomt  of 
quitting  the  convent.  They  tell  us,  that  the  reli- 
gious faw  a  woman,  with  an  infant  in  her  arms, 
which  infpired  them  with  the  greateft  foititud^ 
and  joy ;  fo  that  they  returned  to  the  convent, 
firn^ly  perfuaded,  that  it  would  not  be  long  before 
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the  caravan  arrived.  Accordingly  they  had  no  foon- 
er  reached  the  houfe,  than  one  of  the  fathers,  from 
a  window,  faw  the  caravan,  confiding  or  feveral  ca- 
mels, coming  up,  loaded  with  corn.  And  the  Ara- 
bians, who  guarded  the  caravan,  affured  the  father?, 
that  they  had  been  paid  for  every  thing  they 
had  brought,  by  a  woman  with  an  infant  in  her 
arms. 

At  fome  diftance  above  this  chapel,  we  came  to 
a  large  gate  of  granite,  hewn  in  the  rock.  Here 
formerly  the  pilgrims,  in  their  afcent  up  mount  Si- 
nai,  made  their  conteffion  •,  others  fay,  that  they  paid 
jfome;  acknowledgment  here.  Both,  poffibly,  may 
be  true,  it  being  comm.on  for  the  pilgrims,  after  con- 
feffion,  to  give  alms.  A  little  higher  we  pafled  thro* 
another  fuch  gate,  and  foon  after  entered  6n  a  fmall 
plain,  where  we  found  two  cyprefs  and  two  olive- 
trees,  with  a  well  full  of  water. 

Near  this  place  is  a  church  dedicated  to  the  pro- 
phet Elijah  ;  and  not  far  frbrri  it  the  cave  which,  at 
prefcnt,  has  the  appearance  of  a  chapel,  but  the  fnow 
and  inclemerit  weather  have  ruined  the  church,  the 
roof  of  which  is  now  fallen  in.  This  is  the  cave,  in 
which  the  prophet  Elijah  lodged,  vvhen  he  fled  from 
the  perfecution  of  Jezebel. 

This  night  we  paiTed  in  the  above  church,  and 
the  place  where  it  ftands  is  here  called  Choreb^  which 
our  guide  told  us,  is  another  name  for  Horeh. ' 

Early  in  the  morning  we  continued  our  jourheyj- 
and  in  our  farther  afcent  found  the  Heps  very  conve- 
nient. A  little  to  the  left  of  this  path  We  were  de- 
fifed  to  obferve  the  print  of  the  hind  feet  df  a  camel, 
which  the  ecclefiallic  told  us,  was  that  of  Mahomet; 
and  the  tradition  among.  th.e  Mahciilletans,  is,  that 
their  prophet  and  his  camel  were  here  taken  up  into 
heaven  by  the  angel  Gabriel ;  and  that  this  camel  was 
of  fuch  a  bulk,  that  one  of  his  feet  flood  at  Mecca, 
the  fecond  at  Damafcus^  the  third  at  Cuiroj  and  the^ 
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fourth  on  this  mountain  y  and  the  print  of  his  foot 
en  the  rock  is  to  be  feen  to  this  day.  It  is  not  at  all 
improbable  that  this  print  may  be  the  fecret  work- of 
the  ecclefiafliics,  in  order  thus  to  infpire  the  Arabians 
with  fome  veneration  for  mouni  Sinai,  But  however 
this  be,  all  the  IMahometans  coming  in  pilgrimage 
to  this  mount,  never  fail  to  vifit  this  place  ;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  by  way  of  refpedb,  bring  with  them 
a  ftone,  which  has  occafioned  the  great  heap  of 
ftones  we  iee  near  this  fpor.  All  the  Turks  that  vi- 
fit mount  Sinai^  from  religious  principles,  are  lodged 
and  entertained  in  the  convent,  the  very  Vv'omen  not 
excepted.  Thele  pilgrimages  are  likewife  in  great 
requeft  among  the  Greeks ;  and  many  wealthy  per- 
fons  of  that  church  have,  in  their  wills,  ilridly  en- 
joined their  heirs  to  perform  this  pilgrimage  once  at 
lead  ;  and  at-the  fame  time  exprefsly  direded  them  to 
bring  a  certain  fum  of  money  with  them.  And  tho* 
the  Arabians  are  not  ignorant  of  this,  yet  they  never 
offer  to  moleft  the  pilgrims,  being  very  fenfible  that 
their  fubftance  depends  on  what  thefe  bring  to  the 
convent ;  but  they  are  very  importunate  to  the  cccle- 
fiaftics,  for  an  increafe  towards  their  allowance. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  hence  we  faw  a  large  ftone, 
laid  to  indicate  the  place  where  an  angel  hindered 
Elijah  from  climbing  the  mountain  -,  with  this  addi- 
tion, that  the  prophet,  at  the  ^ame  time,  faid,  there 
fhould  cornea  time,  when  the  dogs'  themfelves  Hiould 
climb  ir,  meaning,  as  it  is  thought,  the  Arabians  or 
Mahometans. 

At  length  we  reached  the  fummit  of  mount  Si- 
nai^ by  the  Arabians  called  Gibel  el  Moufa^  or  the 
mountain  of  Mofes  i  where  we  perceived  a  large 
chafm  in  the  rock,  and  faid  to  be  the  cave  where, 
Mofes  hid  himfelf  from  God,  when  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  palled  by  before  him. 

On  the  top  of  this  cave  is  the  impreflion  of  the 
head  and  Ihoulders,  faid  to  be  thofe  of  Mofes  when 
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he  raifcd  himfelf  in  order  to  fee  the  glory  of  Jeho- 
vah, the  print  of  it  having  remained  ever  fince  on 
the  rock.  This  is  alfo  pretended  to  be  the  place 
where  Mofes  received  the  two  tables  of  the  teftimony, 
mentioned  in  Exodus. 

Close  by  this  cave  is  afmall  church,  by  the  Greeks 
called  dyioc  v.os^v,(pi  *,  that  is,  the  holy  top.  It  is  di- 
vided into  two  chapels,  one  for  the  Greeks,  the  other 
for  the  Latins  -,  but  communicating  with  each  other. 
The  fathers  of  the  Holy  Land  ^iVWiUSiWy  pay  a  fum  of 
money  to  this  convent,  for ■  the  privilege  of  faying 
mafs  when  they  come  hither ;  we  were  a!fo  told, 
that  the  pope  had  caufed  five  hundred  Roman  crowns 
to  be  paid  to  the  convent  at  the  foot  of  mount  Sinai^ 
for  building  and  finifhing  a  chapel  to  be  dedicated  to 
St.  Catharine  •,  and  in  return  for  this  church  or  cha- 
pel on  the  fummit  of  mount  Sinai^  the  pope  has  be- 
llowed a  church  on  the  Greeks  of  Mefina^  where 
three  fathers  from  mount  Sivai  always  reHde. 

It  is  further  affirmed,  that  there  is  a  key  of  this 
church  of  mount  Sinai  at  Rome^  and  carried  thither, 
according  to  tradition,  in  the  following  miraculous 
manner:  An  ecclefiaftic,  who  had  the  key  in  his 
pocket,  laid  himfelf  down  to  fleep  on  mount  Sinai^ 
and  was  carried  by  angels  over  lands  and  feas  to 
Rome.  On  his  awaking,  he  was  not  a  little  furprized 
to  find  he  had  travelled  fo  large  a  dillance  ;  but  was 
not  the  leaft  fatigued. 

On  the  fummit  oppofite  to  the  before- mentioned 
church  alfo  ftands  a  mofque,  where  the  Mahometans 
perform  their  devotion.  \ye  faw  hanging  in  it, 
fmall  pieces  of  cloth,  linen  handkerchiefs,  hair  bound 
up  in  linen  rags,  and  the  like.  Near  this  mofque  is 
alio  a  cave,  where  Mofes  is  faid  to  have  fafted  forty 
days.  This  facred  place  belongs  to  the  Mahometans 
and  is  frequented  both  by  the  Arabians  and  Turks  j 
|>ut  they  have  each  a  feparate  cell  within  it, 
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Mount  Sinai  is  the  highefi:  of  all  the  adjacent 
mountains,  except  only  that  of  St.  Catharine -,  and  it 
is  fomething  remarkable,  that  it  confifts  entirely  of 
granite  of  feveral  colours  ;  the  fummit  of  it  is  mod- 
ly  blue,  or  white  marked  with  blue  fpecks,  elpeci- 
ally  the  cave  where  Mofcs  is  faid  to  have  hid  him- 
felf.  This  mountain  commands  a  moft  beautiful 
profpeft  every  way  ;  but  even  in  the  midft  of  fum-' 
mer,  this  pleafure  is  greatly  leffened  by  the  feverity 
of  the  cold. 
•  It  is  fdid,  that  the  emperor  Juftinian  had  begun 
to  build  a  church  or  convent  on  this  mountain  -,  and 
indeed  fome  very  large  blocks  of  free-ltone  are  ftill 
to  be  feen  here,  and  even  fome  beginnings  of  a  wall  j 
but  the  death  of  that  emperor  put  a  flop  to  the  work, 
and  many  oF  the  ftones  have  been  made  ufe  of  for 
the  mofque  and  church.  Near  the  fummit  are  two- 
ciilerns,  but  the  water  none  of  the  molt  palatable.    ■  ^. 

On  this  mountain  grow  great  quantities  of  a  cer-' 
tain  vegetable  called  ben,  like  wife  the  balanus  merip- 
fua,  by  the  inhabitants  of  mount  5/;?^/,  QdXXtdi  pha- 
riigofty  and  bm  pargon  monardi.  The  fruit  of  it-  is 
oblong,  triangular,  and  a  little  raifed  at  the  corners,-' 
and  about  the  bigntfs  of  a  hazle  nut,  covered  with'a  ■ 
brown  or  whitifh  pelicuie,  containing  a  white  oleagi- 
nous pulp  •,  the  tree  is  fmall,  and,  in  fome  meafure, 
refembks  the  tamarifk  :  It  alfo  grows  in  great  abun- 
dance in  Ethiopia,  and  from  the  fruit  is  exprelTed  an 
oil  called  oleum  balamnum,  which  never  grows  rancid 
with  age.  This  fruit  is  of  a  detergenr  quality  ;  and 
the  oil  is  ufed  not  only  for  cutaneous  diftempers, 
but  likewife  as  a  colmetic  for  fmoothing  the  ikin ; 
its  virtues  are  cathartic,  deliccative,  and  laxative. 
Having  gratified  our  curiofity  on  the  fummit  of  this 
celebrated  mountain,  we  defcended  it  the  fame  way 
to  mount  Horeb  \  where,  after  reding  a  while  in  St. 
Elias's  church,  we  ftruck  off"  thro'  a  bye  way  to  the 
Cpnvent  of  the  t9rty  martyrs ;  tho'  there  is  a  path 
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leading  diretflly  to  that  convent.  We  firft  crofled  a 
narrow  plain,  where  we  faw  the  ruins  of  feveral 
houfes,  or  rather  huts  of  hermits,  with  which  this 
mountain,  wild  and  barren  as  it  is,  was  anciently  co- 
vered ;  leveral  thoufands  of  hermits  having  lived 
here  in  extreme  auflericy.  You  have  hence  a  pro- 
fpecl  towards  mount  Sinai^  which  appears  to  be  of  a 
very  confiderable  breadth. 

In  this  defert  were  formerly  a  great  number  of 
churches  and  chapels,  with  their  convents  and  gar- 
dens •,  and  not  a  few  of  them,  are  dill  remaining. 
On  the  left,  among  the  rocks,  our  attendants  (hewed 
us  a  fmall  church  confecrated  to  St.  Ann  •,  but  with- 
out a  very  good  guide,  you  may  wander  from  rock 
to  rock,  from  whence  this  part  is  juftly  called  Arabia 
VetTcca^  as  wholly  confifting  of  rocks  and  fmall  va.1- 
Jeys,  alfo  filled  with  pebbles,  which  make  the  way 
extremely  difficult  j  thp'  here  and  there  it  is  marked 
with  heaps  of  ftones. 

Farther  on  w€  came  to  a  hermitage  called  St. 
Gregorio,  which  has  a  ciftern  of  very  good  water  ;, 
ajid  was  tbrmerly  inhabited  by  a  hermit,  who,  as 
one  part  of  his  mortification,  employed  himfelf  in 
teaching  children  to  read  and  write. 

Not  far  from  hence  we  came  to  a  fmall  church 
confecrated  to  St.  John  the  Baptift  \  and  after  climb- 
JDg  a  craggy  rock,  we  found  ourfelves  in  a  fmall 
plain,  in  which  the  church  of  St.  John  the  alms- 
giver  is  fituated.  This  St.  John  is  laid  to  have  been 
a  perfon  of  great  wealth,  and  fome  make  him  a  pa- 
triarch; but  he  withdrew  into  this  wilderncfs,  which 
the  Greeks  at  that  time  called  to  oiytov  7ravTiK&ifA.ov. 
Near  this  church  we  faw  the  ruins  ot  a  fpacious  gap- 
den,  and  alfo  of  feveral  hermitages,  and  a  large  re- 
ftrvoir,  but  now  quite  dry. 

A  LITTLE  higher  up,  our  guide  pointing  to  a 
cave  told  us,  that  two  fons  of  a  Grecian  emperor  had 
retired  thither  wiih  a  fervant,  and  periarmed  a  very 
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fcvere  pennance,  never  going  out,  one  being  faflen- 
cd  to  the  other  by  a  chain  round  their  necks,  that  if 
one  role  up  to  pray,  the  other  mufl  do  the  hlce. 
Nor  did  the  fervant  ever  leave  them,  except  to  fetch 
them  bread  and  water  from  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain :  It  is  certain  the  cave  is  feparated  into  three  cells, 
two  for  the  princes,  and  the  third  for  the  fervant. 

After  refting  a  while,  we  continued  our  journey 
to  the  convent  of  the  forty  martyrs.  The  fituation 
is  not  unpleafant ;  it  flands  in  a  vale  at  the  foot  of 
St.  Catharine's  mountain.  The  founders  are  faid  to 
have  been  three  very  rich  noblemen,  who,  however, 
chofe  this  lonely  place  for  their  retreat  from  the  di- 
fturbances  and  impediments  of  the  world.  Though 
the  convent  is  none  of  the  largefb,  it  has  a  very  fpa- 
cious  garden,  full  of  olives  and  fruit-trees,  and  is 
well  watered  from  the  mountains,  by  means  of  pipes 
laid  by  its  devout  founders. 

In  this  garden  is  the  cave  of  St.  Onuphrius,  the 
fon  of  a  certain  Perfian  king,  who  retired  into  this 
defert  to  give  himfelf  up  to  an  afcetic  life,  and  lived  to 
a  very  great  age.  Here  is  alfo  a  chapel  dedicated  to 
this  faint,  who  is  alfo  honoured  with  a  convent  at 
Rome.  Here  is  a  pretty  handfome  church  dedicated 
to  the  forty  martyrs,  whofe  hiftory  is  reprefented  in 
a  painting  on  the  walls.  We  found  here  the  names 
cf  travellers  of  feveral  nations,  particularly  of  Theve- 
not  anci  Monconis,  whofe  works  are  well  known. 
This  convent  belongs  to  the  regulars  of  the  great 
convent  at  the  foot  of  mount  Sinai  -,  but  none  of 
them  dare  refide  there,  for  fear  of  the  Arabians,  who 
would  not  fail  vifiting  them  every  day  to  extort 
fomething  from  them  ;  fo  that  its  inhabitants  are 
only  five  flaves,  as  they  are  called,  belonging  to  the 
great  convent ;  and  their  chief  bufinefs  is  to  keep 
the  garden  in  repair. 

These  mountains  every  where  abound  with  par- 
tridges, and  likewife   with  antelopes,  by   the  Ara- 
bians 
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bians  called  gazels  \  but  we  faw  none,  for  they  arc- 
very  quick  of  hearing,  and  on  the  leaft  noife,  fly  tg 
their  retreats. 


CHAP.     X. 

'journey  to  the  mountain  of  St.  Catharine,  m^d. 
thence  to  Suezj  with  feme  account  of  that  moun- 
tain, the  C07ivent  of  the  twelve  apojiles,  Phara-^ 
cUs  baths  J  &c. 

TH  E  convent  of  the  forty  martyrs  lying  at  the- 
foot  ot  St.  Catharine's  mountain,  we  agreed' 
to  take  a  nearer  view  of  its  curiofities;  and  having 
fpent  the  night  at  the  convent,  we  very  early  the- 
next  morning  began  to  afcend  the  mountain  ;  but 
found  the  Vv^ay  extremely  toilfome,  having  no  ileps- 
as  on  mount  Sinai.  But  what  amufed  us  amidft  our  fa- 
tigues, was,  the  exquifitereprefentations  of  trees,  and 
even  groves,  on  great  numbers  of  theftones,  that  no 
art  could  furpafs  •,  and  thefe  paintings  of  nature  we  fee 
even  on  the  rocks,  and  Hill  more  diftindly  by  break- 
ing off  pieces.  About  half  way  we  turned  off  on 
the  left,  towards  a  fpring  of  miraculous  water,  here 
commonly  called  partridge-water,  from  its  being  dif- 
covered  by  a  partridge.  The  llory  runs  thus  :  The 
bifhop,  with  other  ecclefiaftics,  coming  in  procef- 
fion  to  bring  the  body  of  St.  Catharine  from  this 
mountain  to  the  convent,  happened  to  be  diflreffed 
for  want  of  water-,  in  this  extremity  one  of  them 
faw  a  partridge,  which  he  followed  till  it  alighted  at 
this  place  to  drink  :  And  thus  the  fathers  were  hap- 
pily relieved. 

Travellers   are   told,  that   this   water  is  very 
oQod  in   fever§5  Jind  feveral  other  diforders.     How 
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far  this  is  true,  I  know  not ;  but  I  declare  it  to  be 
the  bed  and  wholfomefl:  water  I  ever  tafled  •,  and 
whatever  quantity  is  drank  is  attended  with  no  incon- 
veniency.  It  is  found  in  a  fmall  cavity  at  the  foot 
of  a  crranite  rock. 

After  three  hours  further  toil,  we  had  the  plea- 
fure  of  findinf^ourfelves  on  the  top.  The  way  would 
be  ftill  more  perplexing  and  difficult,  were  not  the 
traveller  direcltd  by  heaps  of  fmall  ftones.  This  top 
refembles  a  little  mountain  placed  on  a  greater. 
Here  we  fee  a  fmall  houfe  built  on  the  fpot  where 
formerly  the  body  of  St.  Catharine  lay,  having  been 
brought  hither  by  angels  from  Alexandria,  where  flie 
was  beheaded  as  a  martyr.  This  St.  Catharine  is  faid 
to  have  been  the  daughter  of  a  king  of  j^lexandria, 
and  a  princefs  of  great  beauty,  underftanding,  and 
learning  :  And  feveral  miracles  are  attributed  to 
her. 

In  this  houfe  is  a  large  fl:one,  feeming  to  projedl 
out  of  the  earth,  and  reprefents  a  woman  of  an  ex- 
traordinary fize  without  a  head  ;  the  bread  and  belly- 
being  plainly  diltinguifhable.  The  monks  here  fay, 
that  this  Hone,  which  in  a  miraculous  manner  rofe 
out  of  the  ground,  reprefents  St.  Catharine.  They 
even  infpire  the  people  with  a  belief,  that  it  cannot 
be  broken ;  and  that  many,  after  labouring  hard  to 
break  off  a  piece  with  hammers,  have  been  obliged 
to  give  over  without  effefting  their  purpofe.  The 
whole  rock  hereabouts  confilts  of.  the  fame  kind  of 
fione  as  this  image,  namely,  of  white  granite  inter- 
mixed with  blue  fpecks.  On  the  fummit  are  feverai 
apertures  or  holes,  faid  to  be  the  veftiges  of  the  an- 
gels who  brought  St.  Catharine's  corpfe  hither.  Such 
fiditious  miracles  oblige  me  to  remark  here,  that 
the  Chriftians  feem  to  have  given  into  thofe  very  er- 
-rors,  with  which  they  often  upbraid  the  Pagans, 
il'he  latter  attributed  I  know  not  what  mighty  actions 
^-£0  their  heroes  and  heroines,  which  the  pricfts  after- 
wards 
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wards  took  the  advantage  of  to  infpire  the  people 
with  a  belief,  that  they  were  deities.  This  has  been 
the  cafe  with  regard  to  many  of  the  faints  in  the  Ro- 
mifli  churcli,  and,  in  feveral  refpeds,  they  may  very 
properly  be  compared  to  the  Pagan  demi-gods, 
efpecially  with  regard  to  the  aftonifliing  miracles 
afcribed  to  them.  PofTibly  the  firfl:  intention  was 
far  from  being  blameable,  being  intended  only  to  in- 
fpire the  people  with  a  veneration  for  thofe  perfons, 
who  had  been  fo  exemplary  for  their  piety,  and  there- 
by incite  and  animate  them  to  the  fame  manner  of 
Jiving;  but  a  fmall  attention  to  the  confequences 
would  foon  have  given  them  to  underftand,  that  the 
caufe  of  true, piety  would  have  been  more  effedlual- 
ly  promoted,  by  confining  our  imitation  to  the  molt 
perfect  pattern  left  us  by  our  Saviour. 

The  mountain  of  St.  Catharine  is,  tho'  not  three 
times,  as  a  certain  traveller  pretends,  yet  confidera- 
bly  higher  than  mount  Sinai^  its  circumference  is 
alfo  of  a  much  greater  extent,  and  from  the  fummit 
the  eye  takes  in  a  great  part  of  the  Red-fea^  toge- 
ther with  the  mountain  of  Pharaan.  Among  the 
rocks  are  feveral  gardens  belonging  to  reclufcs,  and 
hkewife  the  convent  of  St.  Cofmos  of  Damiala. 

About  noon  we  defcended  the  mountain,  and 
pad  the  i<emainder  of  the  day  and  following  night  in 
the  convent  of  the  forty  martyrs,  fupping  on  a  kid 
which  we  bought  of  the  Haves  who  live  here,  and 
are  not  debarred  from  making  the  mofl:  of  their  of- 
fice. 

Ear^y  the  next  morning  we  fet  out,  firfl:  giving 
to  the  firfl  flave  or  houfe-kceper  of  the  convent  two 
:faras,hy  way  of  capbar,  for  leave  to  goup  tlje 
mountain  of  St.  Catharine  -,  and  thefe  fees  he  fhares 
with  the  Arabian  guards.  As  we  took  a  different 
way  in  our  defcenc,  we  came  into  a  bottom  called 
the  vale  of  Rephedim.  About  a  mile  and  a  half 
furtherj  we  were  brought  to  the  rock  cut  of  which 
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Mofes  can  fed  the  water  to  ifTue.  This  is  a  vafl:  ftone 
of  a  very  compadt  and  hard  granite,  and,  as  it  were, 
projeding  out  of  the  ground.  On  both  fides  of  it 
are  twelve  fiiTures,  which  the  monk,  our  guide,  ap- 
pHed  to  the  twelve  apofties,  and  pofTibly  not  amifs, 
had  he  joined  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifraei  with  them. 
As  we  were  obferving  thefe  filTures  out  of  which  the 
water  gufhed,  one  would  be  tempted  to  think,  ad- 
ded he,  it  is  no  longer  ago  than  yeflerday  the  water 
flowed  out ;  and,  indeed,  there  is  ibch  an  appearance, 
that,  at  a  diftance,  one  would  think  it  to  be  a  fmall 
waterfall  lately  dried  up.  On  the  top  of  it  are  al- 
fo  two  clefts,  in  which  the  Arabians  lay  herbage  for 
their  camels,  from  a  notion,  that  it  preferves  them 
from  all  kinds  of  diforders. 

Not  far  from  this  rock  v/e  obferved  a  canal  made 
for  watering  a  garden  near  to  it,  doubdefs  at  the 
time  when  Mofes  wrought  his  miracle,  thefe  parts 
being  quite  arid  without  any  water.  Near  this  roek 
we  obferved  feveral  others  with  infcriptions,  but  the 
characters  not  known  to  any  of  us.  Half  an  hour 
farther  brought  us  to  the  convent  of  the  twelve  apo- 
fties, founded  by  a  Greek  nobleman,  but  now  en- 
tirely in  ruins.  In  our  way  we  met  with  three  gar- 
dens, without  any  dwelling  except  fome  huts  for  the 
(laves  who  work  in  them,  and  the  Arabians,  under 
whofe  umbrage  they  are  fecured  from  deva[tatio>ns. 
In  this  convent  is  ftill  remaining  a  fmail  church  con- 
fecrated  to  the  apofties,  and  a  fpacious  garden, -in 
which,  befides  very  ancient  cypreftes,  are  a  great 
number  of  pear-trees,  efpeciaily  winter-fruit,  which 
the  religious  generally  fend  as  prefents  to  the  Pafcha's 
Beys,  and  other  men  in  power.  From  this  convcnu 
one  has  a  profpeft  over  a  plain,  where  the  Ifraejites 
encamped,  while  they  fojourned  in  the  -wilderneis ; 
at  the  end  of  this  plain  our  guidebrought  into  a  very 
narrow  defile,  almoft-  oppofite  to  the  convent,  teilj-ng 
m.,  that  this  was  the- place  where  Korah,  Dathan,  and 
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Abiram,  were  fwallowed  up  by  the  earth;  and,  in- 
deed, the  ground  or  rock  is  of  fo  fuHginous  a  nature 
here,  that  one  would  immediately  think,  that  the 
earth  has,  at  ibme  time,  opened,  and  ejected 
fire. 

In  our  progrefs  we  faw,  on  the  right  hand,  ano- 
ther convent,  anciently  founded  by  a  Greek  noble- 
man, who  called  the  place  Taout,  and  was  formerly 
noted  for  its  vineyardb,  and  the  excellent  wine  pro- 
duced in  them  :  At  pref,:nt  here  are  two  churches, 
one  dedicated  to  the  Virgin,  and  the  other  to  St. 
George. 

On  this  plain  is  alfo  (hewn  the  granite  mould,  in 
which  Aaron  is  faid  to  have  caft  the  golden  calf. 
Wc  alfo  on  the  right  hand  faw  a  fmall  garden  be- 
longing to  an  Arabian  •,  for  one  of  the'fathers,  being 
a  little  in  his  cups,  had  promifed  it  to  the  woman 
he  had  lately  married,  and  which  promife  the  con- 
vent was  afterwards  obliged  to  make  good,  or  they 
would  never  have  been  freed  from  the  moleftations 
of  the  Arabians,  to  whom,  if  once  any  thing  is 
promifed,  they  never  give  over  till  they  obtain 
it. 

Not  far  from  hence  they  fhewed  us  a  ftone,  un- 
der which,  according  to  tradition,  the  prophet  Jere- 
miah hid  the  ark  and  golden  utenfils  of  the  temple  •, 
a  tranfadion  mentioned  by  Epiphanius  -,  though  the 
fcripture  fays  nothing  of  it.  Jeremiah  is  alfo  faid 
to  have  wrote  the  name  of  God  on  this  ftone  in  un- 
known charafters  ;  and,  indeed,  fome  traces  of  let- 
ters feem  to  be  ftill  vifible,  but  rendered  illegible  by 
time.  This  ftone  is  not  far  from  the  convent  of  St. 
Catharine,  at  the  foot  of  mount  Sinai^  where  we 
foon  after  arrived. 

The  day   after  our  return,  we  vifited  the  church 
confecrated  to  the  Afcenfion,  where  the  epitropos, 
with  all  his  clergy,  in  their  potificalibus,  were  em- 
ployed in  expofing  to  view  the  body  of  St.  Catha- 
rine, 
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fine,  chanting,  in  the  mean  time,  hymns  in  honour 
of  her,  and  every  religious  came  up  and  kiflcd  the 
faint's  hand.  Thefe  rehques  are  preftrved  in  a  fmall 
marble  co'Tin  ;  and  they  told  us,  that  the  whole  bo- 
dy was  contained  in  it,  but  fallen  to  pieces  by  the 
dampnefs  of  the  place ;  the  head  and  fome;  other 
parts  were  (hewn  me  ;  the  hand  which  was  kilTed 
appeared  to  be  in  very  good  prefervation. 

i  OBSERVED  on  the  fingers  feveral  rings ;  for  the 
pilgrims,  who,  from  a  devout  zeal,  vifit  this  con- 
vent, often  exchange  the  rings  on  the  faint's  fingers 
for  others,  though  of  much  greater  value  ;  the  fa- 
thers having  each  a  key  of  the  coffin  where  St.  Ca- 
tharine's reliques  are  kept.  They  tell  us,  that  the 
filter  of  a  czar  of  Mufcovy  having  embraced  a  re- 
ligious life,  and  her  mortification  not  allowing  her 
to  think  of  appropriating  for  herfelf  a  gold  coffin, 
which  her  brother  had  prefented  her  with,  for  her 
own  burial,  fent  it  to  this  convent,  with  a  defire, 
that  thefe  venerable  reliques  might  be  depofited  in  it  j 
but  this  has  not  hitherto  been  done. 

We  were  next  conducted  into  the  chapel  which  is 
faid  to  (land  on  the  very  fpot  where  God  fpake  toMofes 
from  the  burning  bulh  ;  and,  accordingly,  every  one 
at  going  into  it,  muft  pull  off  his  ihoes.  It  is  not  with- 
out elegance ;  and  in  the  niche  where  the  altar  flands, 
is  a  very  ancient  piece  of  Mofaic  work,  and  under  the 
altar  a  marble  ftone  over  a  hole,  as  a  memorial,  that 
the  holy  bulh  once  grew  there. 

We  next  went  to  the  refectory,  where  the  purveyor 
of  the  convent  infifted  on  walhing  our  feet,  whilft 
others  of  the  religious  accompanied  this  aft  of  humi- 
lity with  hymns ;  afterwards  our  hands  were  waffiecf, 
and  the  ceremony  concluded  with  fprinkling  us  with 
rofe-water  j  but  the  hands  only  of  women  are 
waflied.  It  is  ufual,  either  at  this  waffiing  of  the 
feet,  or  at  {hewing  the  reliques  of  St.  Catharine,  to 
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make  fome  prefent  to  the  convent  i  we  chofe  rather 
to  defer  it  till  our  departure. 

We  dined  with  the  epitropos,  and  others  of  the 
Teligious,  under  the  trees  in  the  garden  •,  but  th^fd 
fathers  live  very  abflemioufly,  never  eating  any  fiefli, 
and  very  fddom  drinking  wine ;  yet  they  were  all 
Wll  and  chearful,  without  any  othtr  complaint  than 
that  of  old  age  ;  and  it  is  no  extraordinary  thing  tor 
thtn-  to  live  to  above  a  hundred  years.  During 
Paflion-week  they  are  ferved  in  plate,  and  I  was  told, 
th^t  a  confiderable  quantity  of  it  is  fecured  under 
ground  ;  but  the  place  known  only  to  two  or  three 
of  the  eldefl.  Our  repaft  confifted  of  three  diHies 
XDf  eggs,  and  dried  fifh  from  the  Red-fea,  not  unlike 
our  flock-fifh  ;  onion-foop,  and  three  diflics  of  pil- 
iao,  fallad,  apples,  almonds,  pears,  &c.  but  the  fa- 
thers, as  I  obferved,  feldom  drinking  wine,  the  Can- 
tlia  wine,  which  we  had  brought  with  us,  proved 
the  foul  of  tliis  rc-pafl  •,  and  the  good  fathers,  who, 
for  a  long  time,  had  not  tailed  fuch  liquor,  became 
very  chearful  •,  afterwards  coffee  was  brought,  which 
we  drank  under  the  orange-trees. 

After  dinner  v/e  went  to  fee  the  apartments  of 
the  archbifnop,  which,  indeed,  bclpoke  a  Chriitian 
Timplicity.  Thence  we  were  lead  to  a  certain  church, 
where,  the  convent  being  once  deftitute  of  oil,  a 
fpring  of  oil  miraculoufly  burft  out.  We  here  faw 
fevei^al  paintings  and  portraits  of  eminent  perfonages, 
particularly  of  Lewis  XIV.  as  protcdor  of  the  Le- 
vant Chriftians. 

The  library  is  very  m.ean,  and  the  books  in  no 
manner  of  order  -,  a  paper  book  was,  however, 
given  us,  for  writing  our  names  in.  But  the  greateft 
curiofity  we  faw,  was  one  of  the  fathers,  who,  tho' 
an  hundred  and  twenty  years  of  age,  enjoys  a  per- 
fed  health  -,  we  were  told,  that  he  went  once  into  a 
heated  oven  of  the  convent,  to  take  out  fome  {tones 
4  which 
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which  had  fallen  from  the  upper  parr,  that  no  bread 
could  be  baked  ;  one  of  the  fathers  alTured  us,  that 
he  went  in,  and,  devoutly  crofllng  himfelf,  came 
out  again,  without  the  lead  marks  of  fire  on  him.  ; 

We  went  alfo  to  fee  the  church  which  the  Franks 
have  here,  dedicated  to  St.  Catharine  :  It  affords  no- 
thing remarkable,  except  a  long  row  of  names 
againft  the  walls,  both  of  ecclefiaftics  and  laymen, 
who  had  vifued  mount  Sinai.  Here  was  another 
ftrucflure  of  the  above  famous  protestor  of  the  Le- 
vant Chriftians.  Within  the  precindls  of  this  con- 
vent are  five  and  tv/enty  fuch  churches ;  though, 
indeed,  little  better  than  fmall  rooms  decorated  with 
altars  ;  but  nothing  fplendid  or  curious. 

The  hill  called  Epifiomius  being  not  far  from  the 
convent,  we  determined  to  afcend  it  j  and  here  we 
faw  fome  antelopes  ;  but,  at  fight  of  us,  they  ran 
off  with  great  fwiftnefs.  On  the  top  of  this  moun- 
tain we  faw,  in  the  rock  which  confills  of  granite, 
a  large  hole,  through  which  the  fun,  in  the  middle 
of  March,  at  a  certain  hour,  darts  its  rays  in  fuch 
a  diredion,  that  they  enter  the  chapel  of  Mofes  in 
the  great  church,  which  is  looked  on  as  a  mi-" 
racie. 

Having  feen  every  thing  curious  in  this  place, 
we  thought  it  high  time  to  return  to  Cairo.,  and 
therefore  made  our  prefcnt,  or  alms,  as  it  is  heic 
called,  the  convent  fubfifting  only  on  gifts  and 
donations  ;  though  its  expences,  one  year  with  ano- 
ther, do  not  amount  to  lefs  than  forty  purfes. 

We  had  determined,  in  our  return,  to  vifit  the 
little  town  of  Tor,  not  far  from  the  convent,  whi- 
ther the  religious  had  firmly  promifed  us  fome  Ara- 
bians fhould  attend  us  •,  but  when  we  had  reached 
the  foot  of  the  hill  with  our  baggage,  the  Arabians 
took  it  and  loaded  it  on  their  camels,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  quarrelled  who  fhould  be  our  guides. 
At  length  we  found,  that,  inftead  of  going  to  Tor, 
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they  were  determined  for  Cairo ;  and  whatever  wc 
could  fay  or  do,  either  by  fair  words  or  promifes, 
they  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  carry  us  to  Tor. 
I  will  not,  however,  dirc6lly  accufe  the  religious, 
though  things  fell  out  very  contrary  to  their  promife, 
and  the  Arabians  having  us  now  in  their  hands, 
made  us  comply  with  their  humours ;  for,  though 
only  at  a  quarter  of  an  hour  from  the  convent,  we 
were  obliged  to  remain  there  till  two  or  three  in  the 
afternoon  ;  and  here  again  we  met  with  the  like  in- 
convenience as  in  our  journey  hither-,  for,  if  your 
Arabian  guides  are  not  all  of  the  fame  tribe,  one 
moves  off  with  your  friend,  another  with  your  bag- 
gage, and  a  third  with  your  fervant ;  and  thus  are 
you  left  to  fhift  for  yourfelf :  However,  we  had  no 
other  injury  to  complain  of  as  they  very  well  knew, 
that  there  is  not  a  pilgrim,  and  much  more  a  tra- 
veller, who  does  not  leave  fome  gratuity  with  the 
convent,  by  which  they  are  fupported ;  and  thus 
they  ultimately  reap  the  benefit. 

Their  ufual  oath  is.  By  the  convent ;  and  gene- 
rally, what  they  a{l<  for  there,  they  have  ;  for,  when 
denied  any  thing,  they  feize  on  the  firrt  religious 
they  can  meet  with,  and  keep  him  till  fatisfadtion  is 
given  them ;  yet  never  offer  any  molellation  to  a 
pilgrim,  whether  alone  or  in  company  i  and  fhould 
a  religious,  thus  feized,  make  the  kail  refiftance, 
cfpecially  if  he  (hould  prove  too  hard  for  an  Arabian, 
the  convent  would  be  lure  to  pay  fome  levere  extor- 
tion. 

However,  when  the  opprefTions  are  too  frequent, 
and  the  perfons  known,  the  religious  notify  it  to  the 
convent  of  St.  John  at  CairOy  that  they  may  caufc 
the  authors  of  the  injury  to  be  confined  in  their  pri- 
fon,  on  which  they  are  fent  to  the  emir  hadgi,  or 
chief  of  the  Mecca  caravan,  who  puniflies  them  ac- 
cording to  their  deferts.  Yet  this  is  feldom  known, 
for  the  malignity  of   the  Arabians  is    fuch,    that 

under 
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under  one  pretence  or  other,  they  never  fail  to  make 
the  convent  pay  dearly  for  their  complaints. 

That  evening,  being  the   3ifl:of  July,     we  en- 
camped  in   the  valley   of  Raphedim,  though  but  an 
hour  and   a  half  from  the  convent.    Here  we  again 
endeavoured  to  prevail  on  our  Arabians  to  carry  us 
to  7"i?r,  but   to  as  little  purpofe  as  before  ;  indeed, 
they  now  condefcended  to  give  a  reafon  for  their  re- 
fufal,  faying,  that  they  might  happen  to  fall  in  with 
fome  of  the  Arabians  their   enemies,  and   thus  lofe 
both  their  camels  and   their  goods.     Here  we  re- 
mained two  days    in   the  open  air  j  and  on  the  3d 
of  Auguft  fet  forward,  pafTrng  through  the  ftraights 
of  the  mountains  by  a  very  difficult  way.     Here  one 
of  our  Arabians  pointed  to  a  huge  ftone,  a  Jittle  on 
the  Jeff,  which  was  fplit  from  top  to  bottom,  grave- 
ly telling  us,  that  Mofes  had  done  it,  either  with  a 
fabre  or  a  knife.     Soon  after  we  pafied  by  another 
large   ftone   full   of  holes  ;  and  no  Arabian  travels 
this  way  without  putting  a  ftone  in  them.     Towards 
evening  we  entered  the  camp  of  one  of  our  Arabian 
guides.     It  was  pitched  in  a  valley  called  Lattali  ; 
and  here  this  whole  tribe  of  Arabians  lived  under 
three  miferable  tents,  each  containing  a  family. 

On  the  4th,  5th  and  6th  days  we  travelled  a  great 
way,  and  on  the  laft  encamped  near  the  place  where 
another  of  our  Arabians  lived.     Here  we  found  on 
the  rocks  feveral  very  ancient  characters  or  letters, 
and  mif-lhaped  reprefentations   of  animals.      The 
letters  are  faid  to  have  a  great  affinity  with  the  Phe- 
nician  {e).      Cofmas,  who  was   a  native  of  Egypt, 
and  flouriflied  in  the  middle  of  the  fixth  century, 
fays,  that  he  alfo   met  with  the  like  characters  on 
thefe  rocks ;  and  it  is  his  opinion,  that  the  Ifraelitcs 
in  the  wildernefs  were  taught  to  read  and  write  by 
Mofes,  who  had  been  inftrudted  by  God  himfelf  on 
mount  Sinau 

{()  See  Comment.  Acad.  Petrophol.  torn.  II.  p.  477. 
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The  next  day  brought  us  to  the  fandy  vale  of 
Nafb,  where  we  iiaid  all  that  day  and  the  night, 
and  reached  the  vale  of  Homr  on  the  loth,  taking 
a  circuit  to  fee  Haman  el  Pharaoriy  or  Pharaoh's 
baths.  As  we  pafled  through  the  mountains,  I  ob- 
ferved  upon  the  rocks,  fmall  trees,  or  a  kind  of 
Jhrub,  with  a  fruit  of  the  bignefs  of  a  middhng  pear, 
and  its  tafte  fomething  Hke  muftard  •,  at  Cairo  we 
were  tokl  it  was  a  fpecies  of  folanum.  However  that 
be,  when  the  fruit  is  ripe,  it  is  of  a  moft  beautiful 
red,  and  even  the  leaves,  which  we  alfo  tailed,  fti- 
mulated  the  tongue  like  muftard.  After  pafllng  thele 
mountains  we  found  ourfelves  by  the  fea  fide,  where, 
on  the  left  hand,  about  the  diftance  of  an  hour  and 
and  a  half,  we  found  the  above-mentioned  baths; 

A  LARGE  eminence  firft  prefents  itfelf,  -at  the  foot 
of  which  is  a  cavern  with  two  entrances,  one  on  the 
right,  but  now  inacceffible,  at  leaft  the  Arabians 
dare  not  go  into  it,  and  the  other  on  the  left  ;  and 
to  enter  this,  you  creep  along  the  ground,  which 
leads  you  to  a  paffage  where  the  defcent  is  fo  fteep, 
that,  without  holding  faft  by  a  rope,  you  are  in  dan- 
ger of  flipping  down  too  far.  We  defired  one  of 
of  our  Arabians  to  go  firft  ;  but  his  demand  was  fo 
enormous,  that  we  determined  to  go  without  him, 
on  which  he  becam.e  more  reafonable.  Having  ftrip- 
ped,  v/e "tbilowed  our  guide-,  but  the  heat  within 
was  fo  intenfe,  that  I  wiftied  myfelf  again  in  the 
open  air.  "We,  however,  went  forward,  each  with 
a  lighted  torch  in  his  hand,  and,  after  defcending 
about  twelve  paces,  found  ourfelves  at  the  fpring. 
This  paffage  does  not  want  breadth,  but  very  incon- 
venient on  account  of  its  lownefs,  that  you  are 
in  danger  of  flipping  down  on  the  ftones  which  arc 
gpnving  hot. 

We  filled  one  of  our  borrachios  with  this  water, 
and  came  out  bathed  in  fweat.  One  of  the  Arabians, 
in   the   mean  time,  had  remained   at  the  entrance, 

where 
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where  the  heat  was  not  fo  intenfe,  to  cure  himfelf 
of  a  pain  with  which  he  had  long  been  affli6l-tx.i,  and 
I  was  told,  that  the  French  conful  at  Cairo,  not  long 
fince,  had  caufed  twenty  camels  to  be  loaded  with 
this  water,  in  order  to  bathe  himfelf  in  it,  for  a 
rheumatic  pain  in  his  arm. 

The  water  feems  to  boil  as  it  iflues  from  the 
ground,  and  afterwards  forms  litde  rivulets,  in  which*, 
where  the  heat  is  not  too  violent,  many  bathe  them- 
felves  :  No  cryftal  is  clearer  than  this  water ;  but  it  is 
fo  faturared  with  faline  and  fulphureous  particles, 
that  the  tafte  of  it  is  extremely  dilagreeable. 

Fro.m  thefe  baths  we  took  the  fliorteft  way  thro* 
the  mountains  to  Ccrrondel,  and  having  pad  through 
Onrdaji  Sedur,  we  ertcamped  in  a  plain  near  the  Red- 
fea,  in  which  we  bathed  ourfelves.  In  this  part  it  is 
fo  Hiallow,  that  you  may  walk  near  half  an  hour  from 
the  faore  without  being  out  of  your  depth.  I  found 
in  it  a  vaft  variety  of  fliell-fifli,  and,  among  others^ 
the  celebrated  murex,  of  which  the  ancients  made  their 
purple. 

At  fome  diilance  farther  we  halted  near  the  foun- 
tain of  Moks,  and  then  ftruck  into  the  road  to 
Suez.  There  is  a  palHige  by  water  from  thefe  foun- 
tains to  Suez.,  and  the  road  by  land  takes  a  great  cir- 
cuit •,  for  the  fea-water  flowing  over  the  land  tor  fomc 
miles  up  the  country,  renders  it  marfhy  and  imprac- 
ticable CO  camels. 

On  this  road  our  Arabians  were  thrown  into  an 
extreme  pannic,  on  feeing  a  large  troop  of  camels, 
and  it  was  not  long  before  they  perceived,  that  the 
rid.TS  were  not  only  of  difierent  tribes,  but  Taons, 
their  inveterate  enemies.  On  this  our  caravan  halt- 
ed, and  every  one  prepared  for  defence-,  but  on  a 
nearer  approach  our  fears  abated,  moil  of  the  Taons 
being  but  ill  armed,  and  fome  of  them  had  the  af- 
furancc  to  beg  pov/der  and  ball  of  us.  Whatever 
their  defign  was,  feeing  every  thing  in  readinels  to 
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give  them  a  warm  reception,  they  left  us  to  profe- 
cute  our  journey,  for  fear  of  a  fecond  difagreeablc 
meeting,  in  which  our  Arabians  ufed  fuch  expedi- 
tion, arid  taking  alfo  the  fhorteft  cut  to  Suez,  that  we 
arrived  there  at  four  in  the  afternoon. 


CHAP.    XI. 

'Account  of  Suez,  with  fome  ohjervatiom  on  the 
Red-fea,  and  the  ceremonies  ufed  at  cutting  the 
Nile  ;  together  with  fever al  opinions  concerning 
the  origin  and  caufes  of  the  overflowing  of  that 
river. 

TH  E  town  of  Suez,  anciently  the  Suaza  of  Pliny, 
and  which,  according  to  Ovington,  was  io 
called  from  Suah,  the  fon  of  Abraham  by  Keturah, 
is  fituated  at  the  extremity  of  the  Redfea,  on  the 
fide,  or,  at  leaft,  not  far  from  the  fpot  where  Arfinoe, 
or  Cleopatra,  formerly  ftood.  At  prefent  it  Is  but 
fmall  and  mean,  whereas,  when  in  the  hands  of  the 
Chriftians,  it  was  large  and  very  populous,  with  a 
khali,  or  canal,  which,  at  the  increafe  of  the  Nile, 
conveyed  water  hither  for  filling  the  ciflerns  formed 
under  the  town  •,  but  at  prefent  this  is  entirely  rain- 
ed. The  houfes  are  moftly  of  brick,  and  it  has  ftill 
feveral  large  kanes,  where  the  merchants  are  tolerably 
lodged  Vvfith  good  ftore- rooms  for  their  effeds. 

The  walls  likewife  are  going  to  ruin;  fo  that, 
though  the  gates  are  ftill  fhut  every  evening,  yet 
through  a  gape  in  the  wall  near  the  fea,  an  enemy 
might  eafily  make  their  way  into  the  place.  Near 
the  town  is  an  old  caftle,  by  the  inhabitants  called 
Kolfem,  and  generally  thought  to  have  been  the  pra- 
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Jidium,  by  Ptolemy  called  Klifma.  Suez  is,  however, 
ll:ill  governed  by  a  Bey,  nominated  by  the  Pafcha  of 
Cairo.  All  provifions  are  extremely  dear,  every 
thiiig-coming  from  Cairo  \  for  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  town  fcarce  affords  forage  for  camels.  For  every 
fowl  we  paid  ten  paraas,  for  beef  two,  and  for  mut- 
ton fourparaas  a  pound.  The  poulterers  and  butchers 
were  country-women,  who  fat  under  tents  in  the 
place.  Here  are  even  fhops  or  warehoufes  for  felling 
water,  every  drop  being  firft  brought  by  camels  from 
mountains  fome  leagues  off,  to  the  fea-fide,  where  it 
is  fhipped  for  Suez.  And  on  this  account  the  Bey 
of  Suez  always  cultivates  the  friendfhip  of  the  Ara- 
bian mountaineers,  as  they  could  intercept  the  lup- 
ply  of  this  indifpenfable  neceffary.  They  might, 
however,  at  a  fmall  expence,  fet  themfelves  above 
any  mean  condefcenfions  to  thofe  vagrants,  by  making 
an  aquedudl. 

Here  are  alfo  a  great  many  Ihops  for  felling  fpi- 
rituous  liquors,  but,  at  a  very  high  rate-,  and  of 
thefe  the  Turks,  without  any  fcruple,  make  a  very 
intemperate  ufe.  At  Suez  are  about  thirty  Greek 
families ;  and  our  Greek  monk  who  travelled  with 
us  from  mount  Sinai  to  Caij-o,  carried  us  to  a  fmall 
Greek  church,  which  was  ferved  by  only  one  priefl 
who  lived  in  it,  and  aded  here  as  procurator  of  the 
convent  of  mount  Sinai. 

Adjoining  to  the  Greek  quarter  is  that  of  the 
proftitutes,  where  we  faw  thofe  wretched  creatures 
lifting  before  their  doors  with  their  faces  uncovered, 
long  pipes  in  their  mouths,  and  in  their  nofe  a  fmall 
gold  ring  fet  with  pearls;  their  apparel  was  only  a 
filk  fhift  of  feveral  colours,  and  a  filken  pair  of 
drawers  in  the  Turkifli  fafhion.  Their  beft  cuftom- 
ers  are  the  Greek  failors  belonging  to  the  Suez  barks, 
in  which,  it  feems,  they  get  a  great  deal  of  money  ; 
but,  like  thofe  of  all  other  nations,  foon  lavifh  it  in 
wantonnefs  and  excefs. 

This 
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This  town  in  itfelf  is  very  thinly  peopled,  bLTtj 
at  the  time  of  the  fliipping  being  here,  is  croudedj 
thefe  fhips  go  to  Jidah  in  the  kingdom  of  Yemen, 
likewife  to  Mecca  and  Mocha,  whence  they  bring 
coffee  and  other  Indian  commodities.  We  faw  no  lefs 
than  fixteen,  all  fliips  of  burthen  and  deeply  laden, 
but  they  carry  no  guns,  and  are  very  heavy  failcrs  ; 
they  generally  come. to  an  anchor  before  fun-fet,  ne- 
ver failing  at  night,  for  fear  of  the  rocks  and  Hioals, 
of  which  this  fea  is  full.  The  fliips  generally  lie 
about  a  league  from  the  place,  as  diredly  before  it 
there  is  a  large  land- bank. 

Sometimes  alfo  one  fees  here  galHes,  which,  as 
we  were  told,  go  up  as  far  as  Cairo^  where  they  are 
unrigged,  taken  to  pieces,  and  brought  on  camels 
to  Siicz^  and  here  put  together  again. 

SUEZ  (lands  on  the  i^^^y^^, which,  according 
to  fome  writers,  as  Curtius,  Philoflratus,  Sabellicus, 
Piiny,  Solinus,  and  Dionyfius  of  Halicarnaifus,  de- 
rives the  name  of  Red,  from  a  certain  king  called 
Erythrj£us  ;  but  the  more  modern,  as  Raleigh, 
d'Alburquerque,  de  Gama,  de  Bairos,  de  Cardao, 
fay,  that  it  had  this  name  before  any  fuch  king  was 
known  -,  and  that  it  was  fo  called  from  a  kind  of 
red  ftone  cr  fand,  found  on  fome  iHands  betwixt 
^vlecca  and  Mccba  ;  and  likewife  a  kind  of  red  coral, 
and  abundance  cf  fliells  of  the  fan:!e  colour;  though 
all  the  time  we  were  fwimming  in  it  we  could  ob- 
ferve  no  fuch  thing-,  nor  could  we  perceive,  that 
this  water  differed  in  colour  from  thofe  of  Europe, 

HovrEVLR,  perfons  of  undoubted  veracity  affirm, 
that  a  kind  of  red  fand  is  to  be  met  with  in  feverai 
parts  of  the  fea;  yet  1  much  quefiion,  whether  this 
fand  gave  name  to  the  fea  ;  and  am  rather  inclined 
to  detiuce  this  epithet  from  its  lying  in  the  Torrid 
Zone,  which,  together  with  its  inhabitants,  and  like- 
wife  the  fun  and  its  horfes,  are,  by  the  poets, 
termed   red.     This,  at  lead,  is  the  opinion  of  the 
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learned  Mr.  Reland,  agreeing  herein  with  Ctefias 
quoted  by  Strabo  (/j,  and  Euftathius  (g).  There 
are  more  Teas  which  derive  their  name  from  other 
circumftances  than  from  what  they  contain,  as  the 
Pontus  Euxinus  is  ca'led  the  Black-fea^  on  account  of 
the  ftorms  and  dangers  to  which  perfons  faiUng  on  it 
are  expofcd  :  On  the  other  hand,  the  Archipelago  is 
often  termed  Mare  Album,  or  the  White-fsa,  being 
much  lefs  dangerous. 

Others,  not  fatisfied  with  the  above  derivations, 
deduce  the  name  from  Efau,  or  Edom,  who  is  faid 
to  have  fettled  by  the  fide  of  this  fea :  Others 
again,  affirm,  that  Edom  is  the  fame  with  Ery- 
thrasus  •,  and  that  the  Red-fea,  or  Mare  Erythraunty 
is  only  the  Idumean-fea,  or  the  fea  of  Edom,  whofe 
defcendants  having  fent  colonies  to  the  Mediterranean^ 
the  Greeks  gave  them  the  name  of  Phenicians,  or 
red  men  j  farther,  that  from  another  colony  of  thefe 
Edomites,  a  little  ifland  near  Spain,  likewile  came  to 
be  called  Erythra  {h).  Laftly,  fome  are  pleafed  to 
imagine  this  fea  to  be  a<5tually  red,  and  thus  a  type 
of  baprifm,  and  to  compare  it  with  the  blood  of 
Jefus  Chrift  j  no  lefs  a  perfon  than  St.  Auftin,  fo 
revered  by  fome  of  our  European  neighbours,  fpeaks 
of  it  in  the  following  manner :  Significat  mare  illud 
Rubrutn  baptifmum  Chrifii,  unde  nobis  baptifmus  Chrijii 
non  nifi  fanguine  ChriJli  confecratus  (z);  /'.  e.  This  red  fea 
denotes  the  baptifm  of  Chrilf,  wherefore  Chrift's 
baptifm  is  not  fandified  to  us  without  his  blood  {k). 

As  to  the  writers  who  have  treated  of  the  Red-fea, 
among  the  ancients,  is  Agatharchides,  author  of  the 
piece.  Be  mari  Erythrao,  five  Arabico  ftnu,  lihri  xlix. 
de  qiiihus  tantum  excerpt  a  ex  Photio  rejtant ;  he  lived 
under  Ptolemy  Philopater,  about  fix  hundred  fixty- 
fix  before   the   Chriftian  sera ;  it  has  likewife  em- 

(/)  Lib.  xvi.  (^)  Dionyf.  Geograph.  {h)  Vid. 

Bochart    &   Dickinfon.  (/)  In  John.  Comp.    i  Cor.  x.  2. 

{k)  Vid.  Geograph,  minores  Graci,  editi  ab  Hudfon. 
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ployed  the  pen  of  Arian,  in   his  Periplus  maris  Ery~ 
ihr^a{l),  and   of  feme  others.     Among  the  mo- 
derns is,  our  eminent  countryman  Reland  (m) ;  the' 
he,  like  Herodotus  and  the  ancients,  under  the  name 
of  the  Red-fea^    comprehends   the  whole   fouthern 
coaft  of  A/ta^  from  the  gulph  of  Arabia  as  far  as  the 
Ganges  -,  and   thus  both  the  Sinus  Perjicus  and  the 
gulph  o^  Arabia  are  only  parts  of  it  ;  and  though  he 
acknowledges  this  gulph  to  be  called  Mare Erythrx£um 
or  the  Red-fea^  it  is  certain,  that  the  Hebrews  never 
gave  it  that  name,  but  called  it  the  fea  of  Deflrudtion, 
the  Rufh  or  Shell  fea,  and  that  not  improperly  ;  for 
though,  in  the  dreadful  wilds   along  this   lake,  one 
fees  neither  tree,  fhrub,  nor  vegetable,  except  a  kind 
of  bramble,  yet  it  is  remarkable,  that  they  are  found 
in  the  fea  growing  at  its  bottom,  where  we  behold, 
with  aftonifhment,  whole  groves  of  trees  bloffoming 
and  bearing  fruit,  as   if  nature,  by  thefe  marine  ve- 
getables, meant  too  compenfate  for  the  extreme  fte- 
rility  reigning  in   all  the   deferts  oi  Arabia -^     and 
hence  this  fea  is  alfo  called  in  fcripture  Jam  Souph,  or 
the  fea  of  Bufhes.     This  Pliny  certifies,  by  faying. 
Mare  Rubrum   ^  totus    orientis  oceanus  refertus  eji 
fylvis^  i.  e.  the  Red-fea^  and  all  the  Eaftern  Ocean, 
is  full  of  woods  :   And  in  another  place,  Mirum   eji 
in  Mare  Rubrum  fylvas  vi-vere,    laurum   maxime  ^ 
olivam  ferentem  baccas  ;  it  is  flrange  that  woods  are 
feen   to   thrive  in    the  Red-fea^    and   efpecially  the 
laurel  and  olive,  fo  as  to  yield  berries. 

The  only  good  defcription  I  have  feen  of  this  fea, 
is  that  of  Mandicaftro,  who,  in  the  year  1540, 
made  a  voyage  over  it  as  far  as  Suez,  carefully  ex- 
amining and  taking  minutes  of  the  latitude,  dillance, 
largenefs,  &c.  of  all  the  harbours  on  it,  efpecially 
thofe  of  Africa  •,  and  among  the  maps,  that  cf  M^ 
De  Line   is  alone  to  be  relied  on,  he  having  faith- 

(/)  V^id.  Geog.  min.       («}  Differt.  II,  lib.  xiii.  cap.  25. 
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fully  copied  that  accurate  writer.  Whereas  mod  of 
the  other  maps  make  the  Red-fea  to  end  about  SueZy 
in  a  bay  at  leall  forty  miles  broad;  and  this  has 
very  much  perplexed  the  divines  to  underftand  and 
explain  the  palTage  of  the  Ifraelites  through  the  fea  ; 
whereas  Don  Juan,  at  a  place  about  twenty  leagues 
from  Suez,  makes  the  diftance  of  the  two  fhores  to 
be  but  three  miles. 

It  is  faid,  that  fome  king  of  Egypt   formed  a 
defign  of  cutting  through  the  IJihmus,  betwixt  the 
Mediterranean  and  Arabia,  or  the  Red-fea ;  but  de- 
fiftcd,  on  a  reprefentation,    that  the  Mediterranean 
being   higher,  would   overflow  all  Egypt;    but  this 
feems  a  groundless  apprehenfion,  the  Red-fea   and 
the  Mediterranean  already  communicating  thro*   the 
ftraights   of  Gibraltar,  and    that  of  Mecca;    confe- 
quently  the  one  cannot  be  higher  than  the  other  ;  but 
by  fuch  communication  muft  always  remain  in  an 
equality.     I  am  rather  inclined   to  think,  that  the 
true  caufe  of  giving  over  an  enterprize  of  fo  advan- 
tageous an  appearance  was  the  impoflibility  of  exe- 
cuting it.     This  whole  traft,  befides  its  mountains, 
being  full   of  rocks   under  the  fand,  as  are  likewife 
thole  fandy  plains,  near  the  mummy-pits,  and  py- 
ramids, that  I  can  hardly   believe  fuch  an  attempt 
ever  was  actually  fct  on  foot ;  and  tho'  it  is  certain, 
that  there  are  fome  veftiges  of  a  palTage  endeavour- 
ed to  be  cut  betwixt  the  Red-fea  and  tlie  Nile,  it  is 
thought,  that  after  it  had  been  begun  by  Sefoftris, 
i;)a«us  profecuted  it;  but  on  a  probability,  that  one 
time  or  other  the  country  might  luffer  an  inundation, 
they  both  gave  it  over. 

Having  gratified  our  curlofity  at  Suez,  we  fet 
out  for  Cairo  before  fun-rife  ;  but  had  not  gone  far 
when  our  Arabians  imagined  they  again  faw  their 
enemies  -,  on  which  they  ftruck  out  of  the  high- 
road, and  direded  their  march  fouthward  among  the 
mountains  j  their  diligence,  however,  made  amends 
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for  this  circuit,  bringing  us  in  the  evening  to  the 
kane,  a  little  without  Cairo^  where  we  palTcd  that 
night. 

Our  return  to  Cairo  was  on  the  15th  of  Auguft, 
the  day  of  cutting  through  the  Nile^  as  it  is  here 
called  ;  but  rather,  the  cutting  through  or  breaking 
down  of  the  dyke  which  contains  the  water  of  the 
iSfile.  This  being  one  of  the  greateft  folcmnities  of 
this  city,  and  whole  country,  every  thing  of  public 
benefit  has  great  connexion  with  it,  and  even  mod 
marriages  are  celebrated  at  this  time;  as  if  they 
thought  the  fecundity  of  women  influenced  by  the 
overflowing  of  the  Nile.  Whilft  the  Nile  is  in  its 
increafe,  fome  perfons  go  from  houfe  to  houfe,  giving 
notice,  from  time  to  time,  to  what  height  it  is  rifen  ;. 
and  for  this  they  have  a  fmall  gratuity  given  them. 
When  the  Nile  rifes  very  high,  it  fometimes  hap- 
pens, that  near  Old  Cairo  fmall  crocodiles  are  carried 
down  by  the  current,  but  feldom  or  never  any  of 
the  large  ones,  there  not  being  a  fufficient  depth  of 
■water  for  them  •,  fo  that  it  is  reckoned  very  extraor- 
dinary to  fee  a  crocodile  at  Cairo  or  Rofetta  ;  but  it 
is  not  any  tahfmans  or  incantations  that  hinders  thefe 
creatures,  but  purely  the  want  of  water. 

The  manner  of  catching  them  is  very  fingular  \ 
for  the  Arabian  manner  of  charming  the  crocodile 
muft  not  be  told  to  Europeans.  The  method  is 
this :  They  cover  pits  with  twigs,  and  over  thefe 
llrew  fome  earth,  having  in  the  pit  laid  feveral 
pieces  of  carrion,  the  fmell  of  which  draws  the  cro- 
codile thither,  who,  furioufly  pawing  away  the 
earth,  falls  into  the  pit ;  when  they  either  kill 
him,  or  find  fome  other  way  to  fecure  him,  and 
carry  him  about  at  pleafure.  The  longefl:  which 
was  ever  caught  in  this  manner  hereabouts  was  twen- 
ty-four feet,  and  with  great  difficulty  was  put  on 
two  camels,  and  thus  carried  to  the  JPafcha. 

The 
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The  Nile  being  increafed  to  a  certain  height, 
namely,  fifteen  pikes,  a  known  meafure  in  this 
country,  the  Pafcha  is  obliged  to  give  orders  for  the 
interfedion  •,  and  if  this  be  not  carefully  obferved, 
or  the  interfedion  performed  at  a  different  meafure, 
the  country  is  dilcharged  from  paying  the  annual 
ti<buce  to  the  Grand  Signior,  and  the  Pafcha  be- 
comes anfwcrable  for  it. 

The  dyke,  which  on  this  occafion  is  demolillied, 
k  at  Old  Cairo,  where  the  Abali  alio  begins  ;  and  near 
it  is  a  kind  of  pillar  refcmbling,  in  fome  meafure,  the 
form  of  a  woman,  probably  in  memory  of  an  old 
cullom  which  obtained  here,  of  facriiicing  a  virgin 
to  the  Nile,  at  the  annual  interlection  of  the  river. 
This  khali,  or  canal,  which  is  a  work  of  art,  runs 
from  Old  quite  through  N'ezv  Cairo,  and  ends  in  a 
iake  near  Birque,  a  place  about  four  leagues  from  the. 
town,  and  generally  the  rendezvous  tor  the  Mecctz 
caravans. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Pafcha  and  all  the  Beys 
affift  at  the  interfei5lion,  which  brings' together  a 
prodigious  concourfe  of  people.  The  Pafcha  fits 
under  a  magnificent  tent  ereffed  near  the  khali, 
and  with  his  hand  gives  his  fignal  for  breaking 
down  the  dyke,  which  is  done  in  an  inflant,  b/ 
Jews,  Chriffians,  and  others. 

A  FINE  fire- work  is  alfo  played  off;  the  Pafcha 
like  wife  caufes  paras  to  be  thrown  among  the  peo- 
ple -,  and  fome  divert  the  fpe6lators,  by  throwing 
■themfelves  into  the  water  and  performing  tricks  there. 
;No  fooner  is  the  dyke  deflroyed,  and  the  water  be- 
gins to  run  into  the  khali,  than  the  Ibubafi  rides 
in  it  to  the  city;  and  having  given  notice  that  the 
dyke  is  broke  down,  he  hallens  on  thro'  the  whole 
canal,    followed   by  an   innumerable   croud,  of   ali 
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We  were  in  the  French  conful's  houfe  which  faces 
the  khali ;  and  I  own  I  was  not  a  little  entertained 
with  the  fight  of  the  motion  of  the  water  coming  at 
a  diftance,  likewife  with  the  rapturous  acclamations 
of  the  people  ;  every  window  along  the  khali  was 
crouded,  and  here  and  there  I  obferved  fome  people 
dipping  children  in  this  frefh  water,  from  an  opi- 
nion, that  it  is  of  great  virtue  in  feveral  diforders. 

Various  are  the  opinions  both  of  the  ancient  and 
modern  philofophers,  concerning  the  caufe  of  the 
inundation  of  the  Nile  ;  and  many,  as  Herodotus, 
Diodorus  Siculus,  Strabo,  Seneca,  AmmianusMar- 
celiinus,  Pliny,  Lucan,  Plutarch,  &c.  have  thought 
it  worthy  of  a  particular  difquifition. 

Thales  was  of  opinion,  that  the  inundations  of 
the  JNile  v/as  occafioned  by  the  etefian  winds  which 
generally  blow  here,  betwixt  forty  and  fifty  days  fuc- 
ceflively,  which  check  the  water  from  running  into 
the  fea,  and  of  courfe  overflow  the  country. 

Democritus  afcribed  it  to  the  great  rains  in 
Ethiopia,  conceiving,  that  the  fnows  of  the  northern 
countries  diifolving  in  the  fummer,  occafioned  a  very 
copious  thaw,  which  being  wafted  by  the  winds  into 
the  Torrid  Zone,  precipitated  in  prodigious  torrents 
of  rain. 

Anaxagoras  had  recourfe  to  the  fnows  of  the 
mountains  of  Ethiopia,  fuppofmg  them  to  be  all 
covered  with  it  in  winter. 

Herodotus  was  of  opinion,  that  the  natural 
ffate-  of  the  Nile  required  its  rifing  to  fuch  an  height, 
and  that  if  the  height  was  at  any  time  demoUfhcd, 
it  was  owing  to  the  excelTive  heat  of  Libya. 

Ephorus  affirmed,  that  Egypt  being  a  dry,  arid 
country,  at  one  feafon  of  the  year,  through  its 
chafms  and  fifTures  abforbed  all  its  water  at  one 
time,  in  order  to  return  it  at  another.  This  ffrangp 
opinion  was  efpoufed  by  CEnopides  of  Chio. 
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TiMi^LUS  faid,  that  the  heat  of  Libya  exhaled  a 
great  part  of  the  water  of  i\\&Nile\  and  that  the 
dcfcent  of  it  in  rains  in  the  cold  feafons  of  the  year, 
caufed  this  fv/cll  of  the  river.  Others  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  Nile  had  its  foiirce  in  the  ocean  itfeif, 
and  the  eaufe  they  advanced  for  its  overiiowing  at 
a  certain  time  only,  was,  that  the  countries  in  irs 
courfe,  during  hot  weather,  imbibed  a  great  pare  of 
its  waters,  and  thus  hindered  its  inundation. 

AccoRAS,  according  to  Lucm,  fuppofcd  that 
nature  had  certain  refervoirs,  out  of  which,  wlien, 
at  certain  feafons,  an  inundation  was  requifite,  it  gave 
the  waters  vent. 

Agatharcpiides  of  Cnidos,  who  has  given  the 
mofl:  rational  account,  attributing  this  inundation  to 
the  rains  in  Ethiopia^  which  continue  from  the  fum- 
nier  folftice  to  the  autumnal  equinox. 

Among  the  more  modern,  Cofmus  of  Egytt^  who 
jived  in  the  fixch  century,  writes,  that  the  foi!r:e  of 
the  iV}/^  is  among  the  mountains  oi  AbyJJlnia{n)',  and 
Benjamin  fpeaks  of  it  in  the  following  manner: 
Luit  autem  -perpeiua  qii^fliG^  varidqae  inter  hopmies 
lie  Nili  inundatione  cpinio  j  y^(i  j^gyptiorum  fententia 
ejl,  eodem  tempore  quo  faivius  hie  exundat  vehementer 
pliicre  in  (uperlcribus  regionibus,  hoc  cfi,  in  terra  Hbabas 
qiiam  Havilam  norainant^  i.  e.  there  has  always  been  a 
difpute  about  the  inundation  of  the  Nik\  and  a  great 
variety  of  opinions  has  been  advanced  ;  but  that  of 
the  Egyptians  is,  that  when  the  river  overflows  here, 
there  are  very  heavy  rains  in  the  mountainous  coun- 
tries, /.  e.  in  the  country  Hhabas,  which  is  alfo  called 
llai-tk.  But  Vvyndelinus,  a  wiiter  of  the  iaft  cen- 
tury, refutes  this  feniiment. 

Jcvius(^)  fays,  Ah  immenfts  afperrimifquerufibus,  qu^e 
Lun<e  monies  "cocc.-Uur^  freqiientt  t?  copiofa  fcaturi^iKe 
Kili  fontes  erumpunt^  in  loco  vehementer  abjhufo,  qui 

(«)  Journ.  des  P^av.  Ann.   1707,  p.  17;. 
(i>)  De  Grig.  Nili,  cap.  .wiii. 
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Beth  I'mgua  Abyfilnia  dicitur^  i.  e.  the  fources  of  the 
Nile  break  out  in  a  large  and  copious  flream  in 
a  very  lonely  place,  among  immenfe  and  craggy 
rocks,  commonly  called  the  Mountains  of  the 
moon  ;  and  by  the  natives,  Beth. 

KiRCHER  (^)  quotes  one  P.  Pais,  a  jefuit,  who, 
in  1618,  faw  the  fource  of  the  JSHle^  and  fpeaks  of 
him  thus :  Fontem  Nili  pcnit  in  partem  occidentakm 
reg?ii  Goyam^  in  territorio  quod  evocatur  Sabala^  fitiis  eji 
in  fummitate  unius  vallis  qua  ajjimulatur  ingenti  campo^ 
jngis  montum  nndique  circumdato^  \.  e.  he  places  the 
fource  of  the  Nile  in  the  weftern  part  of  the  kingdom 
of  Gcya^  and  in  the  territory  of  Sabala^  in  the  higheft 
part  of  a  valley,  which  is  a  large  champaign,  every 
where  furrounded  by  mountains. 

On  the  contrary,  a  certain  French  writer  finds  the 
caule  of  the  overflowing  of  the  Nile  in  the  falt-petrc, 
of  which  this  river  is  full ;  adding,  that  this  fait- 
peter,  being  heated  by  the  fun,  ferments,  and  ming- 
ling with  the  water,  makes  it  turbid,  and  caufes  it 
to  fwell,  fo  as  at  lafh  to  overflow  \  he  is  alfo  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  dew,  which  here  has  the  fame  efi^ed: 
as  yeaft  in  dough,  derives  irs  force  from  the  falt- 
petre,  which,  exhaling  from  the  river,  mixes  with 
the  air  (^).  However,  nothing  is  more  true,  than 
that  the  falt-petre  is  found  in  all  the  parts  which 
the  inundation  of  the  Nile  reaches-,  but  it  is  alfo 
feen  in  places,  to  which  the  water  of  that  river  does 
not  extend. 

In  feveral  of  the  fulphureous  places,  the  furface 
of  the  earth  is  whitifh  •,  whereas,  on  others,  the  on- 
ly difi'erence  is  in  a  laltifh  tafl:e  ;  falt-petre  can  like- 
wife  be  extraded  from  it  by  only  fifting  and  macerat- 
ing it  in  water,  then  boiling  it  in  a  copper  like  fu- 
gar;  the  fediment  is  the  falt-petre  uled  all  over 
Egypt. 

(/)  De  Mund.  Subter,  lib.  ii.  cap.  x.  p.  71.  {q)  Difc.  fur  la 
caufedu  debordcment  du  AV/.     Journ.  des  Sjav.  1606,  p.  532. 
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The  places  where  this  earth  is  found  are  confi- 
dcred  as  mines,  and  belong  to  the  Grand  Signior, 
•and  are  worked  on  his  account-,  fo  that  any  perfon 
embezzling  it,  is  feverely  punifiied.  In  going  to 
Cairo  are  feveral  villages  along  the  7V/7(?,  the  chief 
employment  of  which  is  to  make  the  falt-pe- 
tre.  The  province  of  Sa'ide  particularly  abounds  in 
falt-petre,  and  it  is  an  ingredient  in  all  the  gun- 
powder made  in  Egypt, 

If  the  conje6i:ure  of  this  French  writer  b"  true, 
that  the  thicknefs  of  the  Nile  is  occafioned  by  its 
falt-petre,  Herodotus  was  miftaken  ;  for  he  imputed 
it  to  the  flime  and  fand  which  the  Nik  carri'^d  with. 
it,  and  by  which  he  imagined  all  Lozver  Egypt  to 
have  been  produced  ;  adding  likewife,  than  the 
banks  of  this  river  will,  in  procefs  of  time,  by  this 
flimc  and  land,  be  raifcd  to  fuch  a  height,  as  wiJl 
prevent  all  inundations. 

The  modern  Greeks  of  Conjlantinopk  have  a  no- 
tion more  extravagant  thin  any,  namely,  Thatabou: 
the  middle  of  Au^uft  all  the  rivers  in  the  world 
mret  in  Egypt^  and  jointly  do  homage  to  the  Nik 
as  their  king  ;  and  by  this  concourfe  of  the  rivers, 
account  for  the  overflowings  of  the  Nik,  having  ob- 
served, thar,  about  that  time  of  the  year,  moft  other 
rivers  are  at  the  lowelt. 

It  is  likewife  to  be  cbfi-'rved,  that  this  overflow- 
ing of  the  Nik  is  not  every  year  exaflly  alike,  and 
confv-quently  it  is  uncertain  how  long  the  water  will 
remain  on  the  land  ;  likewife,  the  Nik  in  its  inunda- 
tion covers  only  fome  places,  the  greateil  part  of 
the  country  being  watered  by  canals  and  ditches,  and 
in  fcvcral  pares,  banks  or  dykts  are  raifed  and  car- 
ried on  from  one  place  to  another  ;  but  thefe  are 
not  of  any  confider^ble  ftrength,  and  even  all 
along  the  river  down  to  the  ica,  one  lees  very  few 
of  them. 

O  2  C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.     XII. 

ycuniey  to  the  encampment  of  the  Mecca  caravaJi 

at  Birque,  a?id  a  Jecond  journey  to  the  tnianmy- 

pits  at  Jacara  ;  return  through  Cairo,  Manfoura, 

Damiata,  a?2d  St.  John  d'Acri ;  with  feme   ob~ 

fervaiions  en  the  mouths  of  the  Nile. 

AFTER  flaying  fome  days  at  Cairo^  we  T^.ired 
aifcs  to  go  to  Birque^  about  four  miles  from 
Cairo^  in  order  to  fee  the  Mecca  caravan  then  af- 
fcmbled  there. 

This  camp  was  the  largeft  T  Iiad  ever  ken  ;  and 
I  was  aiTured  at  CairOy  that  it  confifted  of  above 
four  hundred  thoufand  perfons  ;  not,  indeed,  all  go- 
ing to  Mecca,  part  being  fuch  as  only  came  thither 
to  wifh  their  friends  and  acquaintance  a  good  jour- 
ney, fome  were  futtlers,  and  others,  like  ourfelves, 
were  drawn  thither  by  curiofity.  Here  we  took  up 
our  lodging  in  a  large  tent,  adjoining  to  one  pitched 
for  a  coffee- houfe. 

We  here  faw  people  continually  coming  in  with 
■water  to  fell  •,  others  with  a  kind  of  fherber,  which 
was  nothing  more  than  water  with  liquorice  boiled 
in  it,  for  drinking  of  which  they  carry  large  porcelain 
bafons ;     others    fold    melon-feed,     piftachio    nuts, 

ace. 

This  time  is  obferved  as  a  kind  of  fair,  and  ac- 
cordingly all  manner  of  fhews,  dancing,  ^and  the 
like,  are  fcen  here.  In  an  adjacent  coffce-houfe  we 
met  with  feveral  votaries  of  Venus,  fo  common  in 
Egypt'  At  fome  diflance  we  faw  feveral  Mahome- 
tans dancing,  and  repeating,  with  great  vehemence, 
the  word  Allah  -,  but  this  is  rather  a  religious  tfcan  a 

prophanc 
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prophane  diverfion,  being  perfaaded,  that  by  thus 
fatiguing  themfelves  they  glorify  God,  whofe  name, 
which  is  exprefTed  by  yillah,  they  have  in  the 
greatefl  reverence  \  and,  as  they  themfelves  fay, 
are  never  guilty  of  prophaning  it.  At  night  the 
whole  camp  blazed  with  illuminations  of  an  elegant 
contrivance. 

Several  Beys  were  alfo  encamped  here,  in  order 
to  fee  the  caravan  fet  out  \  and  btfoie  the  tent 
of  the  emir  hadgi,  or  head  of  the  caravan,  who  is 
always  one  of  the  Beys,  or  one  of  the  mod  con- 
fiderable  perfons  of  Cairo^  and  particularly  no- 
minated to  this  poft  by  the  Grand  Signior,  a  very 
grand  fire-v>^ork  v.^as  played  off.  And  near  his  tent, 
which  was  very  fpacious  and  magnificent,  having  a 
great  retin-je  with  him,  a  large  k\'t  was  raifed,  and 
on  the  firings  were  fmall  lamps,  which  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  ftars. 

At  fun-rifing,  the  emir  hadgi  ordered  fix  fmall 
cannon,  which  are  always  carried  with  the  caravan, 
to  be  fired,  as  a  fignal  for  the  departure  of  the  cara- 
van, and  accordingly  in  half  an  hour  the  whole  was 
in  motion  ;  and  having  placetf  ourfelves  near  the 
emir's  tent,  we  had  a  diflind  view  of  the  procef- 
iion. 

Two  troopers  preceded  the  caravan,  carrying  tv/o 
horfe-tails,  of  which  the  emir  was  vifier.  The'e 
were  followed  by  others  carrying  flags  and  hmces, 
and  rcxt  the  emir  himfclf  on  horfeback,  follov/ed 
by  a  large  retinue  of  pages  and  the  officers  of  his 
court.  After  thefe  followed  thi:  whole  caravan.  We 
alfo  faw  the  camel  which  carried  the  Alcoran,  as  the 
Grand  Signior's  prefent. 

On  the  back  of  this  creature  v;-as  a  kind  of  tri- 
angular pavillion,  with  a  golden  ball  on  the  top  ;  and 
after  the  expedition,  this  fortunate  camel  freiids 
the  remainder  of  his  life  in  eafe  and  plenty. 
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Before  this  camel  fet  our,  the  Turks  and  Ara- 
bians thronged  to  (Iroke  it,  after  which  they  kifled 
their  hands,  and  placed  them  on  their  heads ;  for 
they  firmly  believe,  that  the  camels  employed  in 
this  pious  office  will  be  admitted  into  Paradife.  It 
was  guarded  by  forty  janizaries  well  armed. 

This  camel  was  followed  by  two  others  lefs  fu- 
perbly  adorned,  but  with  fmall  flags  of  various  co- 
lours on  their  backs.  Alter  thefe  followed  a  large 
litter,  for  the  repofe  of  the  emir  hadgi  during  the 
journey. 

We  alfo  fav/  feveral  other  camels  with  flags,  and, 
as  feveral  v/omen  undertook  this  pilgrimage,  a  kind 
of  tent  made  on  the  backs  of  camels,  which  will 
contain  two  perfons  very  conveniently,  efpecially 
Mahometan  wonien  who  are  ufed  to  fit  crofs-leg'd. 
In  this  tent  is  a  bed,  in  which,  I  think,  by  the  mo- 
tion of  the  camel,  they  muft  lie  as  in  a  cradle, 
There  is  alfo  a  particular  camp  formed  by  the  cara- 
van pilgrims  from  Barhary^  v/l^ich  fets  out  a  day 
later,  and  returns  a  day  fooner,  than  the  Turkifh  ca- 
ravan. 

In  our  return  to  Cairo^  we  were  greatly  enter- 
tained with  feeing  the  roads  filled  with  people,  and 
numbers  of  young  girls  felling  water. 

All  that  now  reniained,  was,  to  vifit  the  m.um- 
rny-pits  at  Ji^c/^r^,  having  been  difappointed  in  our 
firfl:  journey  thiiher.  In  order  to  this,  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  furnifhed  with  a  letter  from  Ifmael  Bey 
to  the  Caimakan,  or  governor  of  the  village,  which 
our  former  acquaintance  Father  Sicard,  by  his  inti- 
macy with  a  Copti,  private  fecretary  to  Ifmael  Bey, 
procured  for  us. 

Being  furnilbed  with  this  letter,  wc  again  fet  out 
for  Jacara^  accompanied  with  the  janizary  belong- 
ing to  the  Englifli  conful,*  our  Armenian  fervanr, 
and  the  drivers  of  the  affes  on  which  we  rode.  We 
jiow  made  no  queftion,  but  our  curiofity  would  be 
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gratified,  and  therefore  we  were  the  more  eafy  with 
regard  to  the  road,  which  the  inundation  of  the  'Nile 
had  rendered  very  troublefome.  At  the  diftance  of 
about  an  Jiour  and  a  half  we  ferried  over  the  Nile^ 
and  pafTcd  the  night  in  a  Coptic  convent,  where  we 
found  fufficient  mortification  from  the  Hinging  of 
the  gnats. 

We  mounted  our  beafts  very  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, but, in  fome  parts  of  the  road  we  met  with  fo 
much  water,  that  our  Moorifh  attendants  were 
obliged  to  carry  our  cloaths  and  provifions  on  their 
heads.  After  palfing  thro'  feveral  woods  of  palm- 
trees,  we  arrived  the  fame  morning  at  Pudrichein, 
where  the  governor  of  the  villages  belonging  to  If- 
mael  Bey  then  refided. 

He  was  a  renegado  Greek,  and,  tho'  we  produced 
his  mailer's  letter,  he  feemed  to  exped  fomething 
confiderable  of  us,  defiring  to  know  what  we  would 
give  him  for  conducing  us  to  the  mummy-pits: 
And  at  laft  our  janizary  agreed  with  him  for  three 
finzerlys.  He  had  no  fooner  received  the  money 
than  he  feenied  quite  another  man  ;  ordered  a  break- 
faft  to  be  ferved  up,  and  then  fet  out  with  feveral 
fervants  on  horfcback.  We  followed  him  on  our 
affes,  and  as  we  pafled  through  a  certain  village,  were 
joined  by  feveral  horfemen.  ^laving  in  this  man- 
ner paffed  the  foreft  of  palm-trees,  leaving  a  fmall 
village  on  the  right,  we  continued  our  journey  along 
a  bank  or  dyke,  thrown  up  to  preferve  a  communi- 
cation between  Padrichein  and  Jacara,  thefe  villages 
being  only  an  hour's  diftance  from  each  other.  In 
our  way  we  paffed  a  bridge,  remarkable  for  its 
largtr'nefs,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  current  under  it. 

At  the  end  of  this  dyke  we  had  a  view  of  Jacara^ 
which  lay  on  our  left,  when  the  caimakan  defired 
we  would  flop  there  under  a  palm-tree,  while  he 
went  to  Jacara,  to  call  the  people  who  work  in  the 
mummy-pits.     This  he  accordingly  did,  and  at  his 
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return  we  proceeded  to  t'nefe  pits,  vifiting  firft  that 
called  the  bird-pit,  laid  to  have  been  but  Jately  dif- 
covered  i  bui  it  was  near  two  hours  before  the  men 
could  clear  the  entrance  from  the  fand,  which  the 
wind  continually  drives  agsiilt  it. 

The  pit  bring  at  leng'h  open,  we  dcfcended  by 
the  help  of  a  rope-ladder  we  had  brought  v.'iih  us, 
holding,  at  the  fame  time,  by  another  rope  held  by 
the  peaiants  above.  Having  reached  the  bottom, 
we  were  obliged  to  creep  on  our  bellies  into  the 
cave,  becaufe  of  the  heaps  of  fand  ftill  remaining 
there.  Having  paned  this  difficulty,  we  came  firlt 
to  a  chamber  hewn  in  the  rock,  eight  paces  in 
breadth,  but  near  half  a  mile  in  leng.h  -,  and  on  the 
hk  fide  of  it  was  another  of  the  fame  breadth, 
but  fiiorter.  Along  the  fides  we  obfcrved  little 
rooms  filled  with  earthen  pots,  placed  one  over  the 
other  J  and  in  each  an  embalmed  bird  wrapped  up 
in  linen.  Vve  opened  fcveral  of  them,  and  finding 
it  would  give  no  offence,  even  brought  fome 
away. 

The  bill,  which  fiill  remained,  fjfficiently  fhewed 
that  this  was  the  burial-place  of  the  bird  ibis,  held 
in  fuch  veneration  by  the  ancient  Egyptians  ;  and 
having  fignified  that  we  were  difpofcd  to  purchafe 
muiTimies  that  had  bten  well  preferved,  the  caima- 
kan  ordered  his  people  to  fcarch  for  them  ;  but  this 
was  not  the  place,  being  wholly  appropriated  to  the 
bird  ibis.  They,  however,  found,  during  their 
fearch,  two  large  tombs  of  white  ftone  ;  but  upon 
opening  them,  we  found  only  a  heap  of  bones  be- 
longing to  thcfe  birds. 

Among  other  vaults  which  we  vifited,  was  one, 
from  which,  about  three  weeks  before,  three  mum- 
mies had  been  taken  out,  and  one  of  them  peifcdlly 
entire.  The  beauty  of  one  of  thefe  cofiins  rendered 
it  more  valuable  than  even  the  mummy  itfelf,  be- 
ing gilded  and  painted  with  all  kinds  of  birds,  bcafts, 
X  and 
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and  hieroglyphics,  according  to  the  manner  of  the 
ancient  Egyptians;  the  other  was  only  an  ordi- 
nary coffin  oi:  fycamore  painted  black  ;  but  all  thefe 
were  Told. 

INHERE  is  a  ftory  among  travellers,  that  Paul 
Lucas,  who  publiflied  his  travels  tlirough  Eoypt, 
having  an  exc:;l!ent  mummy,  brought  ir,  with  Seve- 
ral other  curiofitics,  to  Paris,  and  there  fncwed  themi 
for  money  •,  but,  to  engage  more  company,  gave 
our,  that  it  was  the  body  of  a  qutcn  ot  Egypt,  cele- 
brated for  her  beauty  ;  and,  that  he  had  procured 
it  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner.  By  this  means 
he  acquit cd  fuch  great  reputation,  that  the  king  of 
France  fcnt  him  again  to  Egypt-,  on  purpofe  to  pur- 
chal'e  curiofities. 

The  defcent  into  fom.e  of  thcfe  catacombs  now 
appeared  fo  dangerous  to  ourcaimakan,  that  he  ab- 
folutely  refufed  to  go  any  further,  nor  be  anfwerable 
for  any  misfortune  that  fliould  befall  us  ;  but  v^'hac 
we  h.id  yet  fcen  having  rather  inflamed,  than  grati- 
fied our  curiofity,  we  paid  very  little  regard  for  what 
he  faid,  but  ventured  down  into  another  ;  though, 
befides  taking  care  that  our  rope  ladder  was  firmly- 
fixed  above,  we  had  another  rope  fafiened  under  our 
arms,  and  dripped  oiirfelves  to  a  fliirt  and  a  pair  of 
drawers.  This  vault  we  found  one  third  deeper 
than  the  oihers  ;  fo  that  fcven  or  eight  fathoms  of 
rope  were  hardly  fufl'jcicnt  to  reach  the  bottorn. 

Being  got  to  the  bottom,  we  found  the  entrance 
fo  difficult,  that  we  were  obliged  to  creep  on  our 
bellies.  Here  we  faw  feveral  very  ordinary  mum- 
mies, the  bed  having  been  already  taken  cut  ;  thofe 
that  remained  not  lying  in  coffins,  but  cicfe  to  one 
another.  The  linen,  however,  in  which  thefc  bo- 
dies were  wrapped,  was  as  white  and  llrong,  as 
if  quite  new  ;  a  very  remarkable  particular,  if  wc 
refli.d:,  that  thefe  bodies  muft  have  lain  there  at  leaft 
ty/o  thoufand  years,  and  poffibly  much  longer.    The 
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peafant  who  accompanied  us,  took  the  linen  and 
bandages  from  fever al  of  thefe  bodies,  by  which 
means  he  found  feverai  idols  and  ovvjs  of  wood. 
I  obferved,  that  the  hair  on  the  heads  of  thefe  mum- 
mies was  perfedly  frefh  and  entire. 

Having  now  only  one  candle  kk  among  us,  we 
thought  proper  to  haften  out  of  this  fubterraneous 
burial-place,  where  we  fhould  have  been  in  danger 
of  lofing  ourfelvcs  in  the  little  chambers.  But  our 
fatisfadion  of  getting  again  into  open  air  was  great- 
ly leflened  to  find  that  the  peafant,  who  was  our 
guide,  had  forgot  feverai  beads  and  pieces  of  linen, 
which  he  hoped  to  have  carried  away. 

In  one  of  the  pits  we  found  a  piece  of  the  head 
of  an  ox.  Whether  it  had  been  there  as  long  as  the 
mummies,  I  cannot  fay  ;  but  may  it  not  be  afked, 
whether  the  burial  of  thofe  embalmed  bodies  was  not 
attended  with  the  facrifice  of  fuch  beafts  t  We  alfo 
found  feverai  human  heads  entire,  and  in  good  con- 
dition ;  and,  among  other  particulars,  a  hand  wrap- 
ped up  in  linen,  and  v/ith  every  one  of  the  nails  on 
the  fingers.  But  the  beft  mummies  have  been  alrea- 
dy removed.  Another  difpleafing  particular  to  a  cu- 
rious traveller,  is,  the  difficulty,  if  not  the  impoffi- 
bility  of  enjoying  the  fatisfadion  of  entering  a  maiden 
vault,  or  that  which  has  not  yet  been  opened. 

The  peafants,  indeed,  who  make  it  their  bufi- 
nefs  to  fearch  for  miummies,  promife  travellers  to 
lead  them  into  fuch  vaults,  but  feldom  or  never 
perform  their  promife.  When  they  have  difcovered 
a  pit  of  this  kind,  they  keep  the  fecret  to  them- 
felvcs ;  for,  fhould  the  caimakan  know  of  it,  he 
would  oblige  them  to  bring  the  mummies  to  him. 
They  therefore  always  take  out  thefe  bodies  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  and  privately  convey  them  to 
Cairo,  where  they  fell  them  to  the  Franks. 

Formerly,  mummies  might  be  purchafed  at  a 
very  reafonable  price  -,  and  for  two  which  the  Eng- 
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lifn  conful  boughr,  and  therefore  it  may  be  fuppofed 
well  preferved,  he  paid  only  fourteen  piaftres.  Bat 
though  we  had  commilfioned  feveral  perfons  to  pur- 
chafc  feme  for  us,  we  were  not  fortunate  enough  to 
meet  with  any  in  a  condition  proper  to  be  tranlport- 
ed  into  Europe. 

Nor  does  every  day  afford  an  opportunity  for 
fending  thefe  bodies  from  Egypt  \  for  feveral  mafters 
of  fl^.ips,  efpecially  among  the  French,  will  nor,  on 
any  account,  take  a  mumniy  on  board  ;  being  firm- 
ly perfuaded,  that  fome  misfortune  will  attend  the 
fhip,  if  fhe  be  not  entirely  loft;  and  impute  the  foul 
weather,  and  other  difaiters  commonly  met  with  ac 
fca,  to  their  having  thele  dead  bodies  on  board.  I 
have  myfelf  been  very  gravely  allured,  by  more 
captains  than  one,  that  they  never  had  a  mummy 
on  board,  but  they  met  with  bad  weather;  and,  that 
on  throwing  it  over- board,  the  florm  ceafed.  The 
Dutch  and  .Englifli,  however,  are  free  from  this  fu- 
perrtitious  notion. 

We  now  returned  to  the  houfe  of  the  caimakan  i 
but  before  I  conclude  this  article,  I  muft  obferve, 
that  all  the  vaults  near  Jacara  contain  only  female 
mumtrsies  not  any  one  remembering  to  have  feen  a 
male  taken  from  thence.  According  to  common 
report,  the  vaults  for  the  men  are  near  the  pyram^ids, 
but  hitherto  have  not  been  opened. 

The  fun  was  juft  fetting  when  we  reached  the 
caimakan*s  houfe,  where  we  found  a  fupper,  con- 
fiding of  twenty-four  diflies  of  greens,  foup,  fleih, 
fowl,  cream,  pilao,  &c.  all  ferved  up  together,  ac- 
cording to  the  Turkifli  fafhion,  in  a  large  pewter 
charger.  At  the  fame  time  another  gueil  entered, 
being  a  kind  of  Reward  to  Ifmacl  Bey,  who  had 
been  among  the  neighbouring  villages  to  raife  twelve 
purfcs  for  his  mailer.  The  Turks,  both  fervants 
and  mafters,  all  fat  down  round  the  charger,  and  eat 
together.     They  are  generally  quick  a:  their  meals, 
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drink  nothing  with  their  vicTfjals ;  and  after  the/ 
have  finifiied  their  repafi:,  only  water,  when  they 
waOi  their  hands  and  face.  Coffee  is  then  ferved  up, 
and  they  begin  finoaking,  which  they  continue  great 
part  of  the  remainder  of  the  day.  On  this  occafion 
we  treated  the  caimakan  with  punch  made  in  the 
Englifli  manner,  which  pleafed  him  extremely.  Our 
wine  was  alio  very  agreeable  to  him,  and  he  afked 
for  more  than  we  could  well  fpare  for  a  private  re- 
gale in  his  own  chamber.  But  it  mjuft  be  owned, 
that  he,  in  return,  took  care  that  we  lliould  have 
very  good  mattraiTes  for  our  lodging,  and  very  ci- 
villy fignified  to  us,  that  any  thing  in  his  houfe  was  at 
our  fervice. 

Early  in  the  morning  we  returned,  with  fome 
of  the  caimakan's  fervants,  to  Jacara,  intending  to 
hire  there  fome  peafants  as  guides  to  the  pyramids, 
fuuated  about  an  hour  and  a  half  from  that  village  ; 
but  none  would  venture  to  conduft  us,  for  fear  of 
the  Arabians  v/ho  were  encamped  on  that  fide,  and 
declared  enemies  to  thofe  of  Jacara,  on  account  of 
a  difference  between  their  lord.  Circus  Bey,  and 
Ifmael  Bey,  lord  of  Jacara.  We  vv-ere  alfo  alTured, 
that  the  Arabians,  having  notice  of  our  arrival  at 
"Jacara^  would  infallibly  watch  for  our  coming.  A 
Moor  belonging  to  the  caimakan,  being  mounted  on 
a  good  horfe,  and  therefore  fure  of  elcaping  if  the 
enemy  proved  too  ftrong,  offered  to  be  our  guide ; 
■but  our  janizary  and  Armenian  fervant,  (hewing 
little  inclination  to  the  journey,  we  thought  it  mofl: 
advi'eable  to  return  by  the  fafePc  road  to  Cairo, 

The  way  was  hardly  praclicable  in  many  place?, 
from  the  water  •,  and  we  were  affurcd,  that  a  few 
days  before  we  might  have  paffed  by  water  from 
Cairo  to  Jacara  ;  lor  we  had  taken  a  different  way 
in  our  return  from  that  by  which  we  came  hither, 
arid  thus  paiTed  through  the  burying- places  of  the 
•MahometuRs,  where,  among  others,  we  law  a  fu- 
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perb  monument  of  Ibrahim  Bey,  who,  by  his  inte- 
rcft,  had  railed  i^vtn  oF  his  fidves  to  the  lame  dig- 
nity. Every  part  ot  this  monument  was  of  marble, 
and  covered  with  a  beautiful  dome,  fupported  by 
pillars  of  the  fame,  and  on  it  feveral  infcriptions  ia 
ierters  of  gold.  We  alio  perceived  at  feme  diftance 
on  the  rio;hr,  a  larse  town  fituated  on  the  acclivity  of 
the  mountains  •,  but  now,  with  the  feveral  inofques 
in  it,  entirely  abandoned. 

We  were  extremely  concerned  in  being  difap- 
pointed  in  feeing  the  pyramids  of  J<^fjr^,  eipeciaily 
as  one  of  them  is  much  larger  than  thofe  we  had 
feen.  I  was  even  aO'urcd,  that  every  fide  of  one  of 
thcfe  ftruftures  was  twenty-five  feet  broader  than  than 
we  had  vifited  •,  that  it  was  open,  and  nearly  the 
fame  within  as  what  we  had  entf-red.  Befidcs  this 
monilrous  pyramid,  there  are  kveral  others  ntar  the 
mummy-pits,  which  never  were,  and  pofubly  never 
will  be,  opened. 

Near  Jacara  are  whole  wocd?  of  acacia  and  palm- 
trees,  and  they  aflured  me,  that  a  male  palm-tree 
was  fufficient  to  frudify  three  hundred  female  ;  and 
thus  the  very  trees,  in  coniorm.ity  to  the  cuflom  cf 
the  counrry,  feem  to  have  their  feragiio.  They  add- 
ed, that  the  fruit  of  the  female  palm  would  never 
come  to  perfedion,  unlefs  impregnated  with  the 
male  dufl",  which  is  wafted  about  by  the  wind. 

We  were  now  determined  to  take  a  final  leave  of 
Egypt ^  and  proceed  to  Syria.  Accordingly  we  fee 
out  early  in  the  morning  to  Bulak,  in  ord.r  to  take 
places  in  a  meafic,  a  large  veffel  v/ith  two  tnaib,  and 
in  which  we  again  went  down  the  Nile  to  Daniiata. 
Thefe  vefiels  have  the  conveniency  not  only  of  going 
down  the  river  with  the  current,  but  alfo  cf  tacking 
when  the  wind  is  contrary. 

We  foon  reached  Bulak,  and  having  provided 
every  thing  neceflTary  for  our  voyage,  v;e  ibcnt  tlic 
remainder  of  the  day  in  a  coffec-houfe  fituated  oh 
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the  banks  of  the  Nik.  It  was  remarkably  large, 
having  room  fufficient  for  five  hundred  perfons.  In 
the  evening  we  went  on  board,  and  having  both  the 
current  and  the  wind  with  us,  we  failed  a  very  con- 
fiderable  diftance  during  the  two  following  days. 
On  the  third,  we  went  afliore  at  Manjoura,  a  mid- 
dling town,  though  fomething  fmaller  than  Btuak. 
From  hence  we  were  going  to  Themais^  a  town  not 
far  from  hence,  and  which  I  mentioned  when  I  firft 
vifited  Cairo.  But  this  we  were  told,  was,  if  praftica- 
ble,  very  dangerous,  on  account  of  the  difturbanccs 
in  the  country,  the  neighbouring  villages  being  at 
war;  and  the  plains  covered  with  water.  Indeed, 
at  our  departure  from  CairOy  the  Nile  was  rifen  to  the 
height  of  twenty  pikes,  and  it  is  a  very  advantageous 
particular  to  Egypt,  for  the  inundation  not  to  exceed 
the  mark ;  becaufe,  when  it  rifes  higher,  the  water 
continues  too  long  on  the  lands  near  the  Nile,  and 
brings  with  it  vafl;  numbers  of  vermin  •,  though  the 
lands  more  remote,  inllead  of  being  the  worfe,  are 
much  the  better  for  it. 

In  this  town  I  faw,  with  no  fmall  amazement,  in 
a  cofFee-houfe,  an  idiot  entirely  naked,  furrounded 
with  a  number  of  Turks,  who  were  viewing  his  re- 
diculous  gelfures,  though  every  one  feemed  to  fhew 
him  great  refpecl.  Here  four  or  five  vagrant  prolli- 
tutes  were  alio  dancing,  and,  for  a  fmall  gratuity, 
Ihewed  all  kinds  of  indecent  poftures. 

The  next  day  we  reached  Damiata,  and  there 
agreed  for  a  faic  to  carry  us  to  St.  John  d^Acri.  In 
our  paflTage,  as  the  wind  was  contrary,  we  put  in 
at  the  village  of  Hijl>cis,  where  there  is  a  cuftom- 
houfe.  And  here  we  hcifted  out  fome  chefcs  of  rice 
into  feveral  germes,  that  our  faic  might  the  eafier 
pafs  the  bougas.  Thefe  germes  v/ere  alfo  to  tow  us, 
till  we  were  paffed  the  channels. 

In  a  walk  on  the  fhore  I  faw  a  (andy  plain,  feveral 
leagues   in  extent,  covered  with  reeds,  without  the 
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Jeaft  verdure.  Between  thefe  reeds,  which  grew  in 
very  regular  order,  are  many  nets  placed  for  catch- 
ing quails,  which  come  over  in  large  flights  from 
Europe.,  during  the  month  of  September. 

.The  bougas  not  having  a  fufficient  depth  of  wa- 
ter, occafioned  by  a  very  hollow  fea,  which  had 
thrown  up  large  quantities  of  fand,  we  were  obliged 
to  continue  here  Tome  days,  and  in  the  mean  time 
■amufed  ourfelves  with  a  walk  to  Hisba^  near  v/hich 
we  faw  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  caftle,  four  bulwarks 
of  which  are  ftill  {landing.  Near  thefe  ruins  is  ano- 
ther caftle,  with  a  large  tower  planted  with  pedera- 
ros,  and  below,  a  battery  of  three  pieces  of  cannon. 
This  caftle  ferves  to  defend  the  entrance  of  the  Nile, 
snd  near  it  is  another  fmall  caftle  built  for  the  fame 
purpofe.  I  could  not  help  being  furprized  at  the 
different  appearance  exhibited  by  the  lands  on  the 
two  fides  of  the  Nile ;  on  this,  every  part  was  cul- 
tivated, and  on  the  other,  the  whole  was  a  large, 
barren,  fandy  wafte. 

On  the  third  day,  an  attempt  was  made  for  get- 
ting the  faic  through  the  bougas,  in  order  to  which 
Ihe  was  towed  by  three  germes,  on  board  of  which 
was  the  rice  above-mentioned.  And  with  great  dif- 
ficulty and  fatigue  we  at  laft  got  clear  of  the  bougas, 
and  were  foon  after  boarded  by  a  Turkilh  barge, 
fent  from  the  commander  ot  theTurkifh  Ihips  lying 
in  the  road,  to  claim  a  certain  duty  laid  on  fmall 
veffels  loaded  with  goods.  Three  of  the  failors 
came  on  board,  and  took  away  four  of  the  chefts 
filled  with  rice,  valued  at  four  piaftres.  They  did 
the  fame  v^ith  the  other  veffels,  and  foon  loaded  the 
barge  with  their  feizures.  And  what  was  ftill  worfe, 
they  cruelly  beat  the  Greek  feamen,  for  hinting,  that 
they  had  done  more  than  they  could  anfwer. 

Fat  her  Sicard  had  taken  the  trouble  to  vifiK 
us  here,  and  kindly  to  bring  with  him  a  fupply  of 
provifions.     Among    other    things,     our    difcourfe 
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turned  upon  the  fcven  0/?/V?,  or  mouths  of  the  Ntle^ 
which,  ar  prefent,  are  faid  not  to  be  vifible.  He  was 
fo  obliging  as  to  communicate  to  me,  his  obfcrvations 
on  them  i  it  being  his  opinion,  that  thefe  Ofiia,  tho' 
not  fo  large,  nor  io  mucii  regarded  as  formerly,  are 
yet  in  being. 

Ancient  writers  have  always  greatly  differed, 
both  with  regard  to  the  number  and  names  of  the 
mouths  through  which  this  river  difcharges  itfelf  in- 
to the  fea. 

Homer  neither  mentions  the  number,  nor  names 
of  thefs  mouths. 

Eratosthenes,  in  his  defcription  of  Egypt,  alfo 
pafTes  them  over  in  filence.  And  Arifbotle  is  not 
Jufficiently  precile,  either  with  regard  to  the  number 
or  names. 

Herodotus  mentions  fcveral  Oftia,  or  mouths  -, 
but  two  of  them,  namely,  the  Bolhitinum  and  Buco- 
licuniy  which  he  will  have  to  be  rather  v/orks  of  art 
than  nature,  he  fays  very  little. 

Straeo  alfo  enumerates  feven,  but  at  the  fame 
time  affirms,  that  there  are  more,  and  particularly 
mentions  the  Pelufiacum,  and  Canopticum;  adding, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  fcveral  great  cities  have  given 
their  namies  to  fome  of  thefe  miouths  •,  as  the  Canop- 
ticum,  Bolhitinum,  Seknniticwn,  Sebennyticum^  Phar- 
niticum,  Mendefiuni,  'Taniticiun,  and  Pelufnim.  Ex- 
clufive  of  the  Bolhitinum,  as  being  made  by  art, 
there  ftiil  remains  fcven:  He  then  proceeds  to  fpeak 
of  four  fmaller  ;  for,  according  to  that  author,  the 
whole  number  amounted  to  eleven. 

Ptolemy,  Vv'ho  was  born  near  the  Oftium  Pelufm- 
cum,  in  his  Geography,  mentions  nine,  under  the 
following  names,  the  Pelufiaciim,  'Taniticum,  Mende- 
Jitim,  Pathmsticum,  Diclcos,  Pineptum,  Sehennyticum^ 
Bolbetinum,  lleracleoticum .  The  prophet  Ifaiah  feems 
iikewife  to  mention  fevcn  mouths  -,  though  fome  in- 
terpret 
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ferpret  this  pailage   in  a  different  manner,  and  un- 
derftand  it  ot  the  Euphrates. 

Svctj  are  the  opinions  of  the  ancients :  But  later 
writers,  and  paiticuhirly  the  travellers  of  the  prefent 
century,  do  not  mention  fo  many  mouths  of  the 
A7/<f ;  though,  as  they  generally  make  them  to  be 
only  three,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  few  of  them 
vifited  the  place  itfelf.  In  the  mean  time,  this  may 
be  faid,  with  certainty^  that  a  little  below  Cairo  the 
Nile  at  prefent  divides  itfelf  into  two  large  branches,j, 
one  of  which  runs  to  Rofetta^  and  the  other  to  Da- 
miata  ;  and,  according  to  Sandys,  between  thele  two 
large  branches,  there  are  two  fmaller,  where  the 
depth  of  water  is  much  lefs. 

Now,  if  the  feven  mouths  are  not  always  naviga- 
ble, as  is  actually  the  cafe  at  prefent,  it  may  be  eafi- 
ly  conjcftured,  that  the  form  of  thcfe  mouths  has, 
in  procefs  of  time,  undergone  great  alterations;  and, 
that  this  celebrated  river  has  loll  its  ancient  iflues. 
And  the  rather,  as  the  Mahometans  are  wanting  both 
in  attention  and  art,  to  render  the  country  plcafant 
and  agreeable  ;  and  therefore  it  is  no  wonder  they 
never  had  any  clear  and  accurate  defcription  of  thefe 
mouths. 

Nor  has  there  been  hitherto  any  exa(5l  map  of 
E^pt  publiihed ;  and,  confequently,  whatever  may 
be  found  in  any,  with  regard  to  thefe  mouths,  is  ve- 
ry uncertain  :  Nor  do  they  even  agree,  with  regard 
to  the  number  of  them.  Ptolemy,  in  his  third  map 
of  Africa^  delineates  nine.  Hondius,  in  his  map  of 
Africa^  eight ;  and,  in  that  of  Europe^  ten.  Orte- 
lius,  in  his  map  of  the  Turhfh  empire^  has  alfo  eight ; 
but,  in  his  map  of  Egypt^  eleven.  Maginus  has  iike- 
wefe  retained  the  fame  number. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  it  may  be  eafily  infered, 
that  anciently  they  exceeded  feven  j  but  lefs,  if  we 
except  thofe  made  by  art.     So  that  all  the  account?; 

Vol.  II.  P  hitherto 


2IO  Travels  through  part  of 

hitherto  publiflied  of  them  are  far  from  giving  fatis- 
faction  to  a  perfon  of  literary  curiofity. 

What  follows  are  the  obfcrvations  of  Father  Si- 
card,  which  he  made  on  the  fpot.  The  firft  or  eaft- 
ermoft  was  known  by  the  name  of  Oftium  Peluftacum^ 
from  the  word  ;r£A@-,  or  mud-,  at  prefent  called  the 
mouth  of  'Tine,  from  a  village  of  that  name  near  it  j 
a  word  which,  in  the  country  language,  alfo  figni- 
fies  mud.  So  that  this  name  perfe6tly  correfponds 
with  the  ancients  •,  though  others  confider  the  Dami- 
ata  bougas  to  be  this  mouth. 

The  fecond  OJiium  or  mouth  was  called  Taniti- 
r«w,  and,  at  prefent,  in  Arabic,  Eunnne  Farrajh,  or 
fea  of  the  beautiful  place.  Formerly  the  fplendid 
city  of  Fanis,  now  San,  and  by  the  Flebrews  Zoan, 
Hood  here,  and  gave  its  name  to  this  mouth. 

The  third  was  termed  Mendeftum,  from  the  old 
city  of  Mendes,  which  lay  a  tew  miles  from  thence, 
and  at  prefent  called  Dibe.  This  word  literally  figni- 
lies  a  flie-wolf,  and  thence  has  no  fmall  affinity  with 
the  ancient  city  Lucopolis,  which  alfo  lies  near  it,  its 
ruins  being  faid  to  be  ftill  vifible  among  thefands. 

About  twenty-two  miles  from  Damiaic2  is  a  large 
lake,  called  Maiifde,  formed  by  the  three  preceeding 
mouths,  and  thus  receives  its  water  from  the  Nile, 
though  fom.etimes  from  the  fea,  when  the  tide  rifes 
very  high  ;  when  the  water  on  the  Nile  fide  is  frcfli, 
and  on  the  {f^-^^nlo.  fait. 

The  fourth  mouth  is  the  OJiium  Paimeticum,  cal- 
led by  Herodotus  Bucolicon.  Poffibly  from  its  be- 
ing frequented  by  the  fliepherds  with  their  flocks. 
The  word  Patmeticum  has  not  the  leafl  refemblance 
to  the  name  of  any  known  city ;  but  this  mouth 
feems  to  be  that  at  prefent  called  the  bougas  of  Da- 
iiiiata,  which,  by  the  bye,  feems  to  owe  its  name  to 
the  ancient  city  of  Tamaiis. 

The  fifth  mouth  was  called  Sebennyticmn,  deriv- 
ing its  r,arr,c  from*  the  ancient  city  of  Sebenit!is,_  now 
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Samnunoud,  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Nik,  be- 
twee.'i  Damiata  and  Cairo ^  and  of  which  we  faw  fe- 
veral  ruins.  A  mile  irom  this  town  there  is  ftill  a 
large  canal,  which,  at  the  time  of  the  inundation  of 
the  Nile^  is  full  of  water,  and  through  which  it  runs 
into  the  fea  at  Brullos ;  and  thence  it  is  alfo  called 
the  mouth  of  Brullos. 

The  fixth  mouth  was  called  BolhiWmm,  from  the 
city  of  Bolbitlna^  which  flood  near  the  prefent  Ro- 
fetta.  So  that  this  mouth  is  now  called  the  bougas 
of  Rofetta  \  though  fome  are  of  opinion,  that  Ro- 
fetta  is  the  ancient  Canopis. 

The  feventh  was  (lyled  Co.nopicum,  from  the  city 
i:>'i  Campus  \  alfo  Naiicraticiim^  from  the  city  of  Nau- 
cratis,  the  only  place  where  the  Greeks,  in  the  time 
of  Ffammetichus,  were  allowed  to  put  in  at.  It 
was  alfo  formerly  called  Herculeum  ;  and  Ptolemy 
gives  it  the  name  of  Heracleoticmn,  from  a  temple  of 
Hercules,  fituated  between  Campus,  and  the  place 
now  called  Maidia,  the  village  Bequier  being  gene- 
rally thought  to  have  been  built  out  of  the  ruins  of 
Canopis.  This  mouth  is  at  prefent  called  the  bougas 
of  Maidia  \  and  here  is  the  caravanfera,  where  thofe 
who  travel  from  P^ofetta  to  Alexandria,  by  land,  mull 
ferry  over,  and  from  whence  there  is  a  view  of  the 
caftle  of  Bequier. 

With  regard  to  the  city  of  Campus,  Homer  tells 
us,  that  it  was  built  by  Menelaus,  in  honour  of  his 
pilot,  whom  he  lofl  on  the  coaft  of  Egypt,  whither  he 
was  come  in  fearch  of  his  confort.  And,  accordino- 
to  the  ancients,  Campus  exceeded  all  the  other  cities 
of  Egypt  in  debauchery  and  voluptuoufnefs  ;  and 
gave  rife  to  the  word  campifmus^  which  implied  an 
excefTive  diilolutenefs :  accordingly  Juvenal  fays, 
Alores  urbis  damnante  Campo  (r).  Thus  far  Father 
Sicard. 

(/)  Sat.  vi.  ver.  84.     See  alfo  Seneca  Epill.  li, 
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While  we  lay  at  anchor  here,  the  fca  itfelf  fup> 
plied  us  with  frelh  water  -,  for,  during  the  time  of  the 
inundation  of  the  Nik,  the  water  is  frefh  for  fome 
leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  river.  At  length 
we  were  obliged  to  take  our  leave  of  the  valuable 
Sicard,  which,  on  both  fides,  was  very  tender  and  af- 
feding.  In  the  evening  we  weighed  anchor,  and 
though  we  had  little  wind,  the  current  carried  us  a 
confiderable  way  before  morning. 

I  CANNOT  take  a  final  leave  of  Egypt,  without 
making  a  few  obfervations  on  that  country  and  its 
inhabitants ;  and  which  fhall  be  the  fubftance  of 
the  following  chapter. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

Obfervations  on  the  natural  hijiory  of  Egypt. 

THIS  country  was  anciently  called  the  land  of 
Ham{s),  and  its  inhabitants,  the  chief  of 
their  flrength  (/)  in  the  tabernacles  of  Hf.m.  Some 
think  this  name,  which  appears  to  be  the  mod  an- 
cient, derives  its  origin  from  Ham,  oneofthcfons  of 
Noah,  as  being  the  lounder  ot  that  people,  and  this 
induced  the  ancient  inhabitants  to  call  it  Chemia{tijy 
or  Chamia  ;  though  by  the  Hebrews  it  was  general- 
ly called  the  land  of  Mizraim,  the  fecond  fon  of 
Ham  (a),  having  been  the  chief  perfon  in  peopling 
it(j>')-  l^^"*^  Arabians,  and  other  eaftern  nations, 
have  fo  far  preferved  the  name,  that  they  flill  call 
it  Mefr,  and  the  Greeks  Mefre,  and  Mejlraa ;  iho* 
it  is  at  prefent  generally  known  by  the  name  of 
Egypt,  an  appellation  given  it  by  the  Greeks. 

is]  Pfalm  cv.  23.  27.     cvi,  0.7.  [t]  Pfaim  Ixxviii.    iji. 

(tt)  Plutaicli,  de  Ifid.  et  Ofir.  (x)  Cien.  x.  62.         (j)  Re- 

laud,  ralall  lllcflx   p.  62. 
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The  learned,  however,  differ  with  regard  to  the 
etymology  of  this  name  •,  though  I  am  inclined  to 
lide  with  thofe,  who  are  of  opinion,  that  it  was  from 
the  black  foil,  the  thick  waters  of  the  Nile,  and 
fwarthy  colour  of  its  inhabitants.  The  Greek  word 
''Aiyuzl(§r  denoting  that  colour.  And  this  opinion 
is  farther  confirmed  by  the  other  names  given  by  the 
Greeks  to  the  country,  being  of  the  fame  import. 
Thus  they  called  Jeria,  Melamholus\  and  the 
Nile,  Melo,  or  Melas.  The  Hebrews  gave  the 
name  of  Sikor  to  that  river,  and  the  Ethiopians, 
^iris  (2). 

The  country  of  Egypt  was  formerly  divided  into 
three  parts :  Upper  Egypt,  which  bordered  on  .^//^w- 
pia  \  it  was  alfo  called  Tbebats,  from  the  celebrated 
city  of  'Thebes.  Middle  Egypt,  which  was  ficuated 
in  the  middle  of  the  country,  and  was  called  Hepta- 
fiomis,  from  the  feven  names  or  diftrids  inio  which 
it  was  divided.  LoiL-er  Egypt  lay  to  the  northward, 
having  the  Mediterranean  lea  for  a  boundary.  It 
was  alfo,  by  the  Greeks,  called  Delta,  from  its  re- 
fembling  in  form  the  Greek  letter  A,  delta,  or  a  tri- 
angle. 

Qy  feme,  the  delta  has  been  confidered  as  a  do- 
nation of  the  lea,  being  originally  formed,  and  gra- 
dually augmented,  by  the  continual  allifions  of  its 
waves.  Though  the  increafe  of  this  country  might, 
I  think,  be  much  better  attributed  to  the  mud  and 
fand  which  the  Nile  is  continually  carrying  into  the 
fca,  and  which,  by  the  winds  and  agitation  of  the 
waters,  were  again  thrown  upon  the  land,  till  at  lait 
it  became  a  marfhy  foil ;  and  which  the  indullrious 
inhabitants  found  means  to  drain  and  improve. 

In  the  mean  time  nature  feems  to  have  fixed 
bounds  to  the  country  of  Mizraim,  or  Egypt,  and 
which,  at  the  fame  time,  ferve  as  its  fortihcations. 

(z)  Perizonlus  in  Orig.  iEgypt.  p.  13. 
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The  Ihores  of  the  Mediterranean  fea,  there  called  the 
Sea  of  Egypt,  render  it  perfectly  fafe  from  the  north- 
ward ;  and  the  mountains  of  Arabia  Vetraa^  together 
with  the  Red-fea,  defend  it  on  the  eafh.  To  the 
Ibuth,  the  craggy  rocks  and  precipices,  together  with 
the  inacceffible  mountains  oi  JEthiopa\  and  the  cata- 
rads  of  the  iV/7^,  preclude  all  approach  to  it  \  and 
the  v/afte  and  arid  mountains  prove  a  barrier  to  the 
fierce  and  dellrudive  beads,  which  haunt  the  deferts 
of  Libya. 

This  country  extending  to  the  above-mentioned 
boundaries,  is  about  750  Englifli  miles  in  length, 
from  north  to  fouth ;  but  in  b;ejdth,  from  eaft  to 
weft,  its  greateft  extent  from  Peht/mm  to  Alexandria, 
does  not  exceed  250.  In  the  middle  Egypt,  in- 
deed, its  breadth  is  650  fuch  miles  ;  and  further  to 
the  louthward,  near  Mthicpia,  the  extent,  from  the 
deferts  of  Libya  to  the  Red-fea,  is  4.00. 

The  defendants  of  Mizraim  appear  to  have  made 
their  firit  fettlcments  along  the  banks  of  the  iVi/^, 
between  the  mountains  by  which  this  river  is,  as  it 
were,  bounded  on  both  fides ;  and  the  diftance  be- 
tween the  river  and  thefe  mountains  is,  in  moft 
places,  about  a  half  a  day's  journey -,  though  in  (bme 
parts  they  extend  almoft  to  the  very  margin  of  the 
J^ik',  whereas  in  others,  particularly  in  Middle 
Egypt,  the  Jevel  country  is,  in  fome  places,  near 
four-fcore  miles  in  bie.idth. 

The  climate  in  Egypt  is  very  hot,  lying  not  far 
from  the  Torrid  Zone.  It  rains  very  feldom  here, 
particularly  in  Upper  Egypt  \  but  in  winter  rains  are 
frequent  in  Lower  Egypt  \  and,  did  not  the  copious 
exhalations  from  the  Nile  fill  the  air  with  aqueous 
particles,  it  would  be  exceflive  hot  and  dry.  In  the 
time  of  our  fpring,  Egypt  labours  under  the  greateft 
heat;  but  in  fummer  and  autumn,  the  air,  in  fome 
parts  cfpecially,  is  temperate  and  cool.  Frofts  are 
little  known  here,  except  between  the  7th  and  14th 
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of  February,  thofe  feven  days  conftituting  the  whole 
winter  in  Egypt. 

The  Nile,  with  regard  to  its  ufcfulners,  furpafles 
all  the  rivers  in  the  world.  It  has  its  fource  in  the 
remote  mountains  of  Althiopia,  which  are  inacceffi- 
ble  on  account  of  the  exceffive  heat(/z);  and  the 
number  of  illands  in  it  are  computed  at  itwtn  hun- 
dred. After  ferpentizing  between  rtupendous  moun- 
tains, and  precipitating  itfelf  down  itvtn  catara£ls, 
k  flows  into  the  plains  of  Egypt.  Here  it  fpreads 
itfelf  to  a  great  breadth,  flows  with  an  eafy  ilream, 
and,  like  an  affeflionate  m(;ther,  conveys  fertility  to 
the  neighbouiing  fields.  In  the  fummer,  from  the 
prodigious  rains  which  fail  in  Ethiopia,  it  fwells, 
and  overflows  its  banks. 

In  thefe  inundations,  which  extend  to  all  the 
neighbouring  countries,  it  leaves  an  unduous  flime, 
or  mud,  by  which  the  fields  are  fo  improved,  tliar, 
in  a  fliort  time,  the  huflDandman  fees  his  labours 
fully  recompenced  by  a  rich  harvefl-,  and  even  with- 
out the  ufe  of  either  fpade  or  plough.  The  Egyp- 
tians are  faid,  on  this  account,  to  have  kept  greac 
numbers  of  fwine,  which,  by  turning  up  the  loamy 
foil,  rendered  it  more  proper  for  receiving  the  feed  ; 
and  after  the  harveil,  thefe  creatures  were  ufed  for 
treading  out  the  corn,  and  thus  became,  as  it  were, 
both  plowmen  and  thrafhers  {b). 

The  Nile,  after  a  courfe  which,  by  reafon  of  its 
many   and    large   meanders,    is  computed    at    400 

(i?)  See  Diodor,  Sic.  lib.  i. 

[h)  See  Herod,  lib.  ii.  and  Diodor.  Sic.  lib.  i.  At  prefent 
nothing  of  this  is  feen  in  Eg  ypt.  They  ufe  a  "kind  of  harrow, 
which,  in  feme  meafure,  loolVns  the  foil,  and  the  feed  is  fown 
without  any  farther  trouble,  in  the  months  of  Odober  and  No- 
vember, when  the  water  of  the  Nile  is  drained  off.  And  in 
March  and  April  comes  on  the  harveft.  The  foil,  however,  may 
be  fown  two  or  three  times  a  year.  For  whac,  indeed,  cannot  be 
produced  in  a  well  manured  field,  well  watered'  and  continually 
cherilhed  by  the  heat  of  the  fun. 
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leagues,  divides  itfelf  in  Lower  Egypt  into  feven  dif- 
ferent branches,  difcharging  itfelf  through  the  fame 
number  of  mouths  into  the  Mediterranean^  anciently 
celebrated  under  the  Seven  OJlia  of  the  Nile. 

Among  the  many  creatures  bred  in  this  river,  the 
crocodile  is  the  moft  famous  j  it  not  being  uncom- 
mon to  fee  fome  fo  large  as  to  be  able  to  fwallow  a 
man  at  once.  It  is  of  a  yellowifh  colour,  except  un- 
der the  belly,  where  it  is  white,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  fkin  fo  foft,  as  to  be  eafily  wounded  ;  but 
all  the  other  parts  covered  with  fcales  abfolute]y  im- 
penetrable either  to  fword  or  bullet.  Some  are  faid 
to  have  been  feen  near  Panama  in  Jmerica^  an  hun- 
dred feet  in  length. 

This  creature  has  a  large  head,  and  a  fnout  refem- 
bhng  that  of  a  hog,  increafing  gradually  in  breadth 
to  its  ears,  with  a  fet  of  very  fharp  and  pointed 
teeth,  and  its  tail  equal  to  the  whole  length  of  its 
body.  The  crocodile  is  the  only  creature  among  the 
quadrupeds,  without  a  tongue.  Some  imagine,  that 
this  creature  lives  on  mud  ;  but  it  is  evident,  that  its 
chief  food  is  fiih-  When  it  makes  any  excurfions 
on  the  land,  it  preys  both  on  man  and  bead :  But, 
though  it  is  tolerably  fwift  of  foot,  it  is  often  difap- 
pointed  of  its  prey,  the  great  length  and  ftiffnefsof  the 
body  rendering  it  very  difficult  to  turn  itfelf  about. 

In  fome  parts  it  was  confidered  as  a  facred  animal, 
and  fed  by  the  priefts  with  bread,  fiefh,  and  wine  [c). 
It  is  alfo  faid  lo  lay  fixty  eggs,  larger  than  thofe 
of  a  goo^,  and  in  fuch  places  where  rhe  waters  of 
the  Nile,  in  the  widell  inundations,  never  reach  {d). 
Others  affirnfT,  that  it  never  broods  on  its  eggs,  but 
buries  them  in  the  fand  {e). 

The  crocodile  is  an  irreconcil-eable  enemy  to  a 
fcrt  of  an  Egyptian  rat,  called  ichne^imon,  a  crea* 

(c)  See  Pet.  Martyr,  lib.  ii.  and  Strabo,  lib.  xvii, 

(</)  See  Plin.  lib.  viii.  cap.  xxv. 

\t)  See  Johnflon  dc  Quadmp.  p.  20:, 
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ture  which  not  only  deftroys  the  crocodile's  eggs, 
but  even  ventures,  when  that  creature  is  alkep  with 
its  mouth  open  towards  the  Tun,  to  convey  itfelf  in- 
to its  body  ;  and  after  preying  on  its  intrails,  gnaws 
itfelf  a  paflage  through  its  belly  (/).  The  tyger  aU 
fo  never  fpares  them,  and  having  great  advantage 
from  his  agility,  throws  them  on  their  backs,  and 
tears  open  their  bellies. 

Another  enemy  to  this  creature  is  the  hydrus  ; 
and  the  crocodile  is  laid  to  have  fo  great  an  averfion 
to  It,  that  it  will  never  meddle  with  a  perfon  wh<j 
has  any  of  the  gall  of  that  creature  about  him. 

The  dolphin  is  alfo  faid  to  be  an  enemy  to  the 
crocodile,  and  to  accomplifh  its  defigns  by  finking 
to  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and  then  darting  up, 
fcizes  him  by  its  belly.  The  crocodile  is  terrified  at 
the  noife  of  men,  and  generally  flies  when  any  ap- 
proach it.  Nor  will  they  ever  meddle  with  fwine, 
which  feed  with  the  utmoil  fafety  along  the  banks  of 
the  Nile.  They  are  generally  on  the  land  during 
the  whole  day,  but  as  night  approaches  retire  to  the 
river.  The  phrafe  of  crocodile's  tears,  owes  its  ori- 
gin to  a  ftory,  that  when  the  crocodile  lays  hold  of 
a  human  fkull,  to  devour  the  brain,  it  fiieds  tears, 
and  makes  a  loud  noife. 

Very  few  of  thefe creatures  are  feen  'inLcwerEs^ypt ; 
but  mllpper  Egypt  they  fwarm,  tho'  much  iefs  dange- 
rous ;  the  great  number  of  fifhermen  in  the  former 
depriving  them  of  the  chief  part  of  their  food,  and 
therefore  they  will  furioufly  attack  both  man  and 
beaft.  And  they  tell  you,  that  a  boat,  containing 
three  or  four  people,  was  once  overfet  by  the  tail  oi 
a  crocodile. 

It  was  a  llrange  fuperflitious  notion,  that  on  the 
day  when  the  feaft   of  apis  was  held,  the  crocodile* 

(/)  See  ^^lian,  lib.  viii.  cap.  xxv.  and  lib.  x.  cap.  jrlvij. 
Alio  Diodor.  Sic.  lib.  i. 
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never  did  any  hurt(^).  When  tamed,  they  are 
iaid,  in  fome  rneafure,  to  underftand  a  fev/  expref- 
fions,  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  handled,  and,  at  com- 
mand, open  their  jaws  to  have  their  teeth  cleaned. 
In  fome  places  they  were  anciently  kept  in  ponds, 
Jike  domeftic  animals,  and  the  heads  of  the  beafts 
offered  in  facrifice  thrown  to  them  [h). 

At  Apollinopolis  the  inhabitants,  by  virtue  of  a 
particular  law,  were  obliged  to  eat  the  flelli  cf  this 
terrible  creature ;  either,  becaufe  the  daughter  of 
king  Pfamitichus  was  killed  by  a  crocodile,  or  thro* 
hatred  to  Tython,  who,  according  to  the  fable, 
changed  himfelf  into  a  crocodile  {i).  And  in  fome 
parts  its  flefh  is  dried  and  eaten  ;  and  others  eat  its 
£ggs.  The  flefh  of  a  crocodile,  efpecialiy  when 
young,  is  faid  to  be  very  palatable,  white  and  fat. 
The  Arabians  m  Egypt  are  very  fond  of  it ;  and  the  in- 
habitants of  the  idand  of  Elephantim  {k)  alfo  eat  it. 

There  are  feveral  methods  of  catching  this  crea- 
ture. Some  hang  a  piece  of  flefli  on  a  large  iron 
hook  fattened  to  a  rope  or  pole,  and  on  the  croco- 
dile*s  fwallowing  it,  they  draw  him  to  land,  and  kill 
him,  by  ftriking  on  his  head  with  clubs  (/).  Others, 
while  he  is  fleeping  v/ith  his  large  mouth  wide  open, 
dexteroufly  throw  an  iron  hook  down  his  throat  {m). 
Another  method  is,  to  dig  a  large  pit  near  the  banks 
of  the  Nile^  and  after  laying  in  it  a  p;ece  of  flefh, 
and  laying    over   it   ftraw,    or   fmall   branches  ot 

(g)  Plin.  lib.  xl.  cap.  iv.         {h)  See  /Elian,  lib.  ix.  cap.  iii. 

{i)  Herodot.  &  Jonfton,  lib.  ix,  cap.  iii.    (i)  Herodot.  lib.  ii. 

(/)  Father  Sicard  Mem.  de  Miff.  torn.  vi.  p.  252. 

{m)  Paul  Lucas,  in  his  travels  through  Egypt,  mentions  another 
bold  method  of  taking  this  creatuje.  A  crocodile,  twenty-five 
feet  in  length,  having  done  a  great  deal  of  mifchief,  a  perfon 
undertook  to  put  a  flop  to  his  depredations.  In  order  to  this, 
he  placed  his  fon  naked  on  a  poll,  and  provided  himfelf  with 
two  large  clubs,  and  round  the  end  of  one  of  them  wrapt 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  thread  and  linen  dipped  in  pitch  ; 
and  with  thefe  he  lay  concealed  behind  his  fon.  The  crocodile 
foon  appeared,  and  ran  open  mouth'd  towards  the  child;  when 
4  trees, 
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trees,  they  cover  it  with  earth.  The  crocodile  be- 
ing drawn  to  the  place,  either  by  the  fmell  of  the 
fiefh,  or  a  creature  placed  near  it  as  a  decoy,  falls 
into  the  pit,  where  he  is  foon  difpatched.  It  is  faid, 
that  the  (kin  of  th-e  crocodile,  when  dried  and  rub- 
bed with  a  certain  oil,  caufes  an  infenfibility  in  any 
part  of  the  body  ;  and  therefore  ufed  when  any  am- 
putation is  performed.  It  is  added,  that  it  was  kept 
for  the  fervice  of  thofc  who,  having  forfeited  their 
lives  to  juflice,  were  ordered  to  be  executed.  Fir- 
mus,  king  of  Egypt,  ufed  to  anoint  his  whole  body 
with  their  fat,  and  then  fwim  among  them  without 
any  apprehenlion.  The  crocodiles  of  the  province 
oi  Xanagarra  are  faid  to  have  the  fmell  of  mufk(»). 

Another  equally  celebrated  creature  in  the  Nile 
is  the  hippopotamus,  or  river-horfe.  This  creature 
is  very  common  in  Upper  Egypt  and  Ethiopia  ;  but 
feldom  feen  in  Lower  Egypt.  Some  will  have  this 
to  be  the  behemoth,  mentioned  in  Job(£').  It  is  of 
a  prodigious  magnitude,  and,  in  fome  particulars, 
refembles  an  ox  -,  but  twice  as  large  ;  the  only  part 
it  has  fimilar  to  that  of  a  horfe  being  the  ears  ;  and 
it  is  merely  from  its  fnorting  and  neighing,  that  it 
has  acquired  the  name  of  the  river-horfe.  When  it 
rifes  its  head  above  the  furface  of  the  water,  it  often 
neighs  lb  loud  as  to  be  heard  at  a  great  diftance. 
This  is  alfo  a  very  defi:ru(5live  creature,  armed  with 
very  large,  fliarp,  and  pointed  teeth,  particularly 
two  large  tufls.s  like  thofe  of  a  wild  boar.  The  ri- 
ver-horfe feems  originally  to  be  a  native  of  Lower 
Egypt  (/>)  i  though  it  is  alfo  found  in  the  Niger,  a  ri- 
ver in  the  weftern  part  of  Africa. 

the  father,  ftarting  up,  thruft  the  pole,  which  had  the  pitched 
thread  and  linen  about  it,  into  his  throat ;  and  both  the  man 
and  hisfon  fell  upon  him,  and  killed  him  with  eafe,  the  crodo* 
dile  not  being  able  to  get  rid  of  the  tenacious  morfel. 

(«)  See  Jonftcn  de  Quadrup.  p.  203.         \o)  See  Chap.  XIV. 

(/)  See  f  liny,  lib.  xi,  cap.  44.. 
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These  creatures  leave  the  river,  and  feed  In  the 
fields  near  the  banks  of  the  Nile  j  but,  to  avoid  be- 
ing taken,  they  return  along  the  fame  path  they 
came.  As  this  is  a  very  corpulent  and  fiefhy  crea- 
ture, it  fometimes  rubs  itfelf  againll  a  fharp  pofl, 
or  reed,  fo  as  to  bleed  itfelf  -,  and  when  by  this  kind 
of  phlebotomy  it  has  lofl  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
blood,  it  rolls  itfelf  in  the  mud  or  clay,  for  clofing 
the  orifice. 

The  lakes  of  Egypt,  efpecially  near  the  Delta, 
have  always  abounded  in  fifli,  and  thence  its  coafts 
\q)  have  been  inhabited  by  great  numbers  of  fiflier- 
men.  P'ifii  was,  indeed,  the  fo!e  food  of  whole  na- 
tions in  thefe  parts.  The  fifh  of  the  Nik,  however, 
have  geherally  a  muddy  tafte,  which  may  be  ea- 
fily  accounted  for  ^  though  it  has  fome  that  are  very 
palatable,  particularly  the  latos,  now  ufually  called 
kefcher,  or  lates,  fome  of  which  are  faid  to  weigh 
between  two  and  three  hundred  pounds  :  The  bcnni, 
■which  commonly  weighs  near  thirty  pounds :  The 
iepidotos,  a  favourite  filh  among  the  ancient  Egyp- 
tians: The  karmud,  called  by  the  ancients  pha- 
grus.  The  lalt  is  of  a  black  colour,  about  the  fize 
of  the  bonni,  but  extremely  voracious.  Thefe  fe- 
veral  forts  of  fifli  are  caught  at  all  feafons  in  the 
Nik  if). 

Wood  is  very  fcarce  in  Egypt ;  though  near  the 
deferts  ot  Libya  are  large  forells  of  palm-trees,  which 
are,  indeed,  the  moft  common  trees  in  the  whole 
country.  Here  and  there  alfo  are  a  few  wild  date- 
trees,  a  fmall  number  of  fig  and  tamarind  trees,  and 
a  few  cedars :  But  the  latter  very  fcarce,  and  far 
from  being  equal  in  beauty  and  height  to  thofe  of 
Syria  [s). 

{q)  See  Ifaiah  xix.  8.     and  Ezckiel  xxix.  4,  5. 
(r)  See  Sicard  Mem.  de  Miff.  torn.  vi.  p.  24.5. 

Alfo  P.  Lucas's  voyage  to  the  Levant. 
{i]  See  P.  Lucas,  p.  100. 
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EG2^PT  v/^s  formerly  very  diflferent  from  what 
it  is  at  prefent,  with  regard  to  fruit-trees,  abound- 
ing in  all  kinds,  and  in  great  perfecTtion.  The  olive- 
tree,  in  particular,  was  very  common  in  the  country 
of  S^is  i  but  the  moft  beautiful  grew  in  the  diftridt 
of  Gq/Jjen,  afterwards  called  lleracleofolis  (/) ;  and 
on  that  account  God  {u)  promiled  the  Ifraelites  this 
tree  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  in  order  to  extinguifli  in 
them  any  defire  of  returning  to  Egy.pt. 

Adam's  fig-tree,  by  the  Arabians  called  muz,  or 
mauz,  are  llill  here  in  great  numbers,  and  yield  fo 
plentifully,  that  fifty  tigs,  fhaped  like  cucum- 
bers and  nearly  as  large,  are  frequently  feen  hanging 
in  one  clufter :  They  are  alfo  of  an  exquifite  tafte 
and  flavour.  This  country  alfo  abounds  in  other 
fig-trees,  the  foil  being  fo  very  well  adapted  to  them, 
that  they  fl:oot  up  in  a  rapid  manner,  and  bear  a 
furprizing  quantity  of  figs(.v). 

The  lycamore,  or  Pharaoh's  fig-tree,  is  particu- 
larly remarkable  for  the  beauty  and  durablenefs  of 
its  wood.  And  from  the  laft  quality,  it  was  ufed 
in  making  the  mummy  coffins  -,  and  alfo  for  the 
bottoms  of  lliips.  I'he  pomegranate,  orange,  lemon, 
and  peach-trees,  are  ftill  cultivated  here  ;  but  thofe 
of  the  nut  and  almond,  fo  common  in  ancient  times, 
are  now  very  fcarce  [y).  That  this  country  did  not 
want  wine  in  the  time  of  Mofes,  is  plain  from  the 
facred  writings  {z).  Prophane  authors  alfo  often 
mention  it  with  great  applaufe  {a),  particularly  that 
produced  in  the  vineyards  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile, 

'     (/)  See  Strabo,  lib.  xvii. 

(a)  Deut.  vi.   ii.  viii.  S.  compared  with  Numb.  xx.   5. 
(a.)  See  P.  Lucas's  voyage  to  the  Levant,  p.  145. 
(^)  See  P.Lucas,  iii^.  p.  106. 
\x)  Numb.  x.x.  5. 

\a)  Virg  Geora.  hb.  ii.  ver.  91.  Horat.  Carm.  lib.  i.  ode 
37.  vcr.  \^.     Strabo,  lib.  xvii.     Plin.  lib.  xiv.  cap.  vii. 
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EGYPT  alfo  abounds  with  plants  of  various 
kinds,  among  which  the  papyrus,  or  byblus,  is 
very  remarkable.  It  grows  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile^  and  alfo  in  marlhy  fpots,  having  a  ftem  be- 
tween nine  and  ten  feet  high,  and  compofed  of  long 
fibres,  terminated  with  bunches  of  fmall  flowers.  Its 
leaf  refembles  the  blade  of  a  fword  in  fhape,  and  are 
applied  with  fuccefs  to  recent  wounds ;  the  afhes  alfo 
of  it  are  a  good  vulnerary  :  But  what  has  particular- 
ly rendered  it  famous,  was  the  ufe  made  of  it  by  the 
ancients  for  writing,  and  from  it  our  paper  derived 
Its  name  {b).  This  reed  ferved  the  original  inhabi- 
tants of  Egypi  for  apparel,  boats,  furniture  and  uten- 
fils  ot  their  houfes.  Afterwards  the  crowns  of  their 
gods,  and  the  flioes  of  their  priefls  were  made  from 
the  papyrus  •,  but  at  prefent  this  plant  is  of  very 
little  ufe  {c). 

The  foil  of  Egypt  is  alfo  very  proper  for  raifing 
l^ax,  and  at  prefent,  great  quantities  of  hemp  arc 
fown  here.  The  Egyptians^  befides  the  extraordi- 
nary beautiful  colour  of  their  flax,  fpin  it  fo  remark- 
ably fine,  that  the  threads  of  their  linen  are  fcarce 
difcernible  {d).  The  veftments  of  the  priefts  were 
wholly  made  of  it,  and  it  was  alfo  worn  by  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  of  the  country  -,  and  even  the  dead 
wrapped  up  in  it.  The  Egyptians  cukivated  fuch 
large  quantities  of  this  flax,  that  it  was  one  of  their 
principal  exports,  and  the  manufafture  of  it  formed  a 
large  branch  of  foreign  trade,  there  being  a  great  de- 
mand for  the  linen  (^ Egypt  all  over  the  eaft  {e).   The 

{h)  See  Pliny,  lib.  xiii.  cap.  ii. 'P.  Luca5,  in  his  third  voy- 
age to  the  Levaht,  lib.  vi,  is  of  opinion,  that  they  took  the  pith 
of  this  plant,  and  after  beating  it  into  a  pulp,  made  their  paper 
nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  do  at  prefent  from  rags. 

(<r)  See  P.  Lucas's  voyage  to  the  Le-vanty  p.  2^19.  Rollin. 
Arc.  Hift.  &c.  torn.  i.  p.  106.  Hiller.  Hierophyt.  part  ii. 
cap.  38. 

(4  See  Plinv,  lib.  xix.         (?)  Prov.  vii.  16.     Ezek.  xxvii.  ;• 
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byfilis,  which  was  the  fineft  fort,  was  frequently 
dy'd  purple,  which  raifcd  ic  to  io  great  a  price,  that 
few  could  purchafe  it. 

Th£  Jotus,  which  grows  in  great  abundance  in 
Lower  Egypt,  and  even  in  the  iV//*?,  not  far  from  its 
influx  into  the  Mediterranean^  and  by  the  inhabitants 
called  bafliim,  is  a  fpecies  of  the  water-lilly.  Its 
leaves  float  on  the  furface  of  the  water,  and  it  pro- 
duces great  numbers  of  flowers,  which  were  an- 
ciently ufed  in  forming  garlands  for  the  vi(5tors. 
This  plant  the  ancient  Egyptians  confidered  as  an 
emblem  of  Ofiris,  and  particularly  of  the  fun,  .hav- 
ing not  only  the  form  of  that  luminary,  but  alfo  at- 
tends exactly  to  the  motion  of  it,  lying  under  water 
during  its  abfence,  but  rifing  above  the  furface  as 
foon  as  it  appears. 

The  ancient  Egyptians  ufed  to  make  bread  from 
the  dried  pith  of  this  plant.  They  alfo  eat  the  root 
of  it,  which  is  of  the  bulbous  kind,  and  about  the 
fize  of  a  middling  apple  (/). 

From  what  has  been  faid,  an  idea  may  be  formed 
of  this  country,  which  feems  to  have  induced  feveral 
ancient  writers  to  oblige  their  readers  with  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  it.  Egypt  was  the  granary  of  feveral  nations, 
their  refuge  in  all  times  of  fcarcity  and  famine,  as 
appears  not  only  from  the  fcriptures,  but  alfo  from 
the  Roman  hiftory  (g).  And  to  this  very  day,  the 
whole  Turkiili  empire  is  fupplied  from  ic  with  corn, 
and  other  produftions  of  the  earth.  The  ancient 
Egyptians  carried  on  a  great  trade  to  ^yre,  with  the 
corn  {h)  growing  along  the  banks  of  the  Nik, 
which  was  fown  in  Odiober  and  November,  and 
reaped  in  March  and  April. 

EGTPT  was  alfo  famous  for  garlic  and  onions, 
cucumbers,  melons,  and  other  fruits,  for  which  the 

(/)  See  Herodot.  lib.  ii.  and  Diodor.  Sic.  lib.  i. 
(e)  Gen.  xii.   lo.     xiii.   lo,     xlii.   i. 
\h)  ifaiah,  xxiii.  3. 
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liVaelites  fo  greatly  longed  when  they  fojourned  in 
the  defert  (?) ;  and  the  exceflive  value  the  inhabi- 
tants placed  on  thefe  fruits,  gave  occafion  to  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  to  fay,  that  the  gods  of  the 
Egyptians  grew  in  their  gardens  (k). 

EGTP^  had  alfo  very  valuable  quarries,  from 
v/hence  the  inhabitants  drew  thofe  noble  columns  and 
obclifks,  cf  granite,  and  other  fpecies  of  marble, 
of  which  the  country  ftill  abounds.  Formerly  very 
beautiful  emeralds  were  found  in  Upper  Egypt  {I) '^ 
tho*  at  prcfent,  no  fuch  thing  is  heard  of  there.  But 
it  has  ftill  fuch  quantities  of  nitre,  that  the  annual 
revenue  of  the  Grand  Signior  from  it,  amounts  to 
feveral  thoufandsof  rix-dollars. 

Here  are  alfo  moft  kinds  of  tame  and  wild  beafts. 
In  the  Delta  is  a  tracft  of  land  about  two  days  journey 
in  length,  and  the  like  in  breadth, where  feveral  thou- 
fands  of  buffalos,  with  great  numbers  of  flieep  and 
horned  cattle,  are  always  feen,  drawn  hither,  doubtlefs, 
by  the  richncfs  of  its  paftures.  Egypt  alfo  abounds  in 
camels,  affes,  dromedaries,  and  other  quadrupeds, 
and  among  the  mountains  are  large  flocks  of  wild 
goats.  In  the  fine  meadows  of  Upper  Egypt  are  a 
great  number  of  horfes,  which,  pofiibly,  the  whole 
world  cannot  equal  for  fbatelinefs  and  beauty  {m).  It 
is,  indeed,  fufficiently  known,  that  the  horfes  of 
Egypt  have  been  aUvays  famous  {n).  The  ancient 
kings  of  Egypt  highly  valued  themfelves  on  their 
cavalry. 

But,  at  the  fame  time,  Egypt  was  extremely 
over-run  with  wild  and  ravenous  beafts,  particularly 
lions,  tyger?,  v/ild  boars,  bulls,  foxes,  hares,  and 
monkies,  which  filled  the  adjacent  wildernefs.     Here 

(j)  Number?,  xi.  5.  k  T 

{k)  Juvenal,  in  feveral  places.  V^^ 

(/)  P.  Lucas,  lib.  vi.  p.  153.  lib.  v.  p.  7v'v^»,  • 
{m)  See  P.  Lucas,  lib.  vi.  p  15'-  Hb.  v.  p,  t>3j  .>,, 
(«)  I  ICingi.  X.  28,  29..     2  Chfon.  i.  i7-  *•:■ 
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iS  alfo  a  fpecies  of  lizard,  famous  among  natu- 
ralifts,  and  called  chamelion.  This  creature  was 
formerly  thought  to  live  only  on  the  air,  and  fome 
fay  it  changes  its  colour  every  inftant.  But  thefe 
are  vulgar  errors.  Indeed,  it,  in  appearance,  often 
changes  its  colour  •,  but  this  is  nothing  more  than  a 
reflection  of  thofe  external  objeifls  placed  near  it, 
occafioncd  by  the  fmoothnefs  of  its  fkin,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  very  little  blood. 

'The  fcincus,  or  land  crocodile,  is  very  Jittle 
larger  than  a  full  grown  lizard.  This  creature,  which 
has  a  tail  refembling  that  of  the  crocodile,  and  every 
\vhere  covered  with  fcales,  is  chiefly  ken  near  the 
Nile  and  the  ftreights  of  the  Red-fea.  It  lives  prin- 
cipally on  the  juices  of  odoriferous  flowers  and 
herbs ;  and  l"eing,  on  that  account,  ufed  in  phyfic, 
many  make  it  their  bufmefs  to  catch  them  for  ex- 
portation. 

The  ichneumon,  known  alfo  by  the  name  of  the 
Egyptian  or  Pharaoh's  rat,  is  about  the  fizeof  a  mid- 
dling cat.  Its  hair,  which  is  very  rough,  is  either 
white,  yellow,  or  an  afh-colour.  It  has  a  fnout  re- 
fembling that  of  a  hog,  and  with  it  this  creature 
turns  up  the  earth.  The  legs  are  fliort,  and  of  a 
black  colour;  but  the  tail  refembles,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  that  of  a  fox.  This  creature  lives  on  lizards, 
fnakes,  rats,  field-mice,  and  other  troublefome 
creatures,  which  renders  it  ot  great  fervice  to  the 
country,  efpecially  for  deftroying  the  crocodile's 
eggs  ;  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  fee  great  numbers 
of  them  turning  up  the  fand  in  fearch  of  them  ;  by 
which  the  increafe  of  thofe  deftrudive  creatures  is  con- 
fiderably  leffened. 

Here  are  alfo  a  fpecies  of  apes,  called  by  the 
Greeks  cynocephali,  dogs-heads,  from  the  fimilarity 
of  their  head  with  that  of  a  dog.  But  as  thefe  are 
much  larger,  fo  they  are   alfo  more  fierce  than  the 
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other  fpecies  of  apes.     Their  figure  frequently  oc- 
curs in  [he  hieroglyphical  infcriptions  {o). 

Great  numbers  of  birds  and  fowls  are  aifo  found 
in  Egypt,  many  of  which  are  fent  as  curiofities  into 
other  countries,  particularly  oftriches, eagles,  faulcons, 
pelicans,  hawks,  and  vultures.     It  alfo  abounds  in 
aquatic  birds,  as  wild  geefe,  herons,  ducks,  and  the 
like.     Thofe  which  generally  frequent  the  Nik  are 
the  geefe  with  golden  feathers,  the  dimyat  hen,  and 
feckfeck,  by  the  ancients  called  trogylus  (/>).     This 
is  faid  to  be  the  only  creature  in  friendfhip  with  the 
crocodile,  and  it  will  even   venture  to   pick  away 
any  thing  (ticking  between  its  teeth.     The  famous 
bird  ibis,  fo  very  nearly  refembling  a  ftork  both  in 
its  bill  and  legs,  is  found  only  in  Egypt.     It  catches 
the  flying   ferpents,    which  the  fouth  winds  bring 
from  the  deferts  of  Libya  ;  and,  therefore,  is  of  the 
moft  fignal  advantage  to  this  country.     Thefe  flying 
ferpents  refemble  water  fnakes,  except  in  their  wings, 
which  are  like  thofe  of  a  bat.     At  certain  times  thefe 
birds  are  faid  to  vifit  thofe  countries  where  the  flying 
ferpents  are  produced,  and  there  deftroy  them  before 
they  reach   Egypt.     There  are   two  forts   of   thefe 
birds  ;  one  of  a  blackifli  colour,  and  about  the  fize 
of  the  heron  ;  and  this  is  the  proper  ibis,  which  de- 
ilroys  the  ferpents.     The  other  fpecies  is  white,  ex- 
cept the  head,  neck,    tail,  and  extremities   of  the 
wings,  which  are  black.     The  hen  is  diftinguiihed 
by  feveral  red  fpots.     This  bird  feeds  alfo  on  locufts, 
fnails,  and  other  vermin.     The  Egyptians  exprelfed 
a  particular  regard  for  this  bird,  and,  indeed,  very 
juilly,    as   they   freed   the  country  from   fo   many 
noxious  animals,  efpecially  thofe  terrible  flying  fer- 
pents. 

(o)  SeeHorapoU.  Hieroglypli.  lib.  i,     cap.  14. 

(/)  See  Father  Sicard's  Mem.  desMilT.  torn.  vi.  p.  249. 
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The   hawk  was  alfo  greatly  efleemed  by  the  an- 
cient Egyptians.    The  piercing  brightnefs  of  its  eyes, 
which  were  often  fixed  on  the  fun,  its  rapid  flight, 
fruitfulnefs,  and  longevity,  feemed  to  them  fo  very 
agreeable  to  the  nature  of  the  fun,  that  they  carved 
the  form  of  this  bird  on  their  columns,  pillars,  and 
obeliflcs ;  and  alfo  on  the  walls  of  their  temples,  as 
an  emblem  of  the  fun.     And  for  this  reafon  it  is, 
in  the  old  Coptic  language,  called  bajeth,  fpirit  and 
courage ;  and  whoever  killed  either  an  ibis  or  a  hawk 
was  corporally  punifhed  ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  he 
was  greatly  honoured,  who,  on  finding  any  fuch  bird 
dead  in  the  country,  brought  it  to  Butos{q),  in  or- 
der to  its  being  buried. 

The  fcecundity  of  the  cattle  was  fo  remarkable  in 
Egypt,  that  a  cow  bringing  lefs  than  two  calves  at  a 
time,  was  looked  upon  as  of  very  little  value.  The 
Hieep  brought  lambs  twice  a  year,  the  firft  tin-.e 
two,  and  the  fecond  one.  It  was  nothing  extraordi- 
nary for  a  goat  to  bring  four  kids ;  and,  doubtlefs, 
the  richnefs  of  the  paftures  greatly  contributed  to 
this  fcecundity.  Nor  did  the  river  Nile  only  ferii- 
life  the  country  by  its  inundations,  but  alfo  rendered 
both  the  human  fpecies  and  the  cattle  fruitful,  its  wa- 
ters being  their  conftant  drink.  The  Egyptian  wo- 
men were  frequently  delivered  of  three  children  ; 
and  in  Jofeph's  time,  twins  were  fo  common,  that 
thofe  who  were  delivered  of  one  child  only,  were 
confidered  as  labouring  under  fome  defeft  of  confti- 
tution.  And  as  a  proof,  that  the  human  fpecies  in 
Egypi  owed  their  fruitfulnefs  in  fome  meafure  to  the 
waters  of  the  Nile,  the  Ifraelites  are  given  as  an  in- 
ftance  ;  it  being  well  known  that  they  increafed  in 
a  very  extraordinary  manner  in  Epypt.  And  this 
prolific  quality  the  water  principally  derives  from 
ihe  rains  in  the  fouthern  countries,  near  the  fource 

(^q)  See  Herodot.  lib.  il.  and  P.  Lucas,  lib.  vi.  p.  173. 
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of  I  his  river,  which  are  faturated  with  fulphureous 
and  oleaginous  exhalations.  Large  tracfts  of  land 
are  alfo  every  year  burnt,  in  order  to  extirpate  the 
incredible  number  of  reeds  and  ruflies  ;  and  thefe 
afhes  are  carried  by  the  rains  into  the  Nikf  and 
thus  increafethe  unduoficy  of  its  water. 

Besides,  the  ancient  Egyptians  ufed  nothing 
forced  or  factitious  in  their  manner  of  living,  where- 
by the  operations  of  nature  could  be  obftruded. 
Marriage  was  a  burthen  to  none  -,  the  cloathing  and 
food  of  children  coft  little  or  nothing,  fine  dreffes 
not  being  then  known.  Nor  was  the  government 
acquainted  with  that  cruel  policy  of  laying  impofi- 
tions  on  the  increafe  of  the  human  fpecies.  The 
children  of  the  common  people  (r)  grew  up  and  in- 
creafed  in  a  furprizing  manner.  Roots  and  herbs 
were  their  daily  food,  and  their  drink  the  water  of 
the  Nile,  which  was  cool  and  falubrious.  The  warmth 
and  temperature  of  the  climate  rendered  a  variety 
of  garments  unnecelTary,  and  accordingly  many  of 
them  went  naked. 

Persons  of  rank  eat  bread  made  of  barley,  and 
the  roots  of  the  lorus.  Fifli  and  fowl  were  in  re- 
markable plenty,  and  confiderable  quantities  of  the 
former  were  faked,  being  left  on  the  land  at  the  re- 
treat of  the  waters  of  the  Nile.  They  alfo  eat  the 
flefh  of  molt  animals,  except  thofe  which  they  ac- 
counted facred  and  that  of  fwine,  their  abhorrence 
of  which  extended  even  to  the  perfons  of  thofe  who 
kept  them. 

(r)  Among  thefe  were  the  peafants,  the  fhepherds,  and  the 
artificers.  1  he  people  of  rank  were  the  priefts  and  foldiers  ;  for 
at  that  time  nobility  was  not  known.  The  priells  v/ere  exempt 
from  military  fervice,  that,  in  an  undifturbed  tranquility,  they 
might  the  better  attend  to  fcience  and  religion.  The  artificers 
alio  enjoyed  the  fame  privilege,  the  peafants  alone  being  obliged 
to  fei  ve  io  war.     Piache,  HilL  of  the  Heavens,  fet't.  xix. 
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The  agroftis,  an  aquatic  plant  common  in  Egypt^ 
and  its  tafte  far  from  being  difagreeable,  was  for- 
merly a  very  common  food.  The  Egyptians  held 
this  herb  as  facred,  and  carried  it  in  their  hands 
when  they  vifired  their  temples  -,  and,  from  their  opi- 
nion, that  man  firft  proceeded  from  mud  (j),  that  this 
plant  beft  agreed  with  their  nature,  being  itfelf  ;)ro- 
duced  from  a  watery  flime  -,  and  thus  fuch  a  moifl 
nutrmient  was  better  for  them,  than  any  thing  of  a 
dryer  fubftance. 

The  ancient  Egyptians  were  not  much  acquainted 
with  wine,  though  they  cannot  be  fuppofed  ignorant 
of  the  manner  of  making  it.  And  Europe,  whofe 
favourite  liquor  is  wine,  owed  its  knowledge  of 
vineyards  to  Egypt.  Inftead  of  wine,  they  made  a 
certain  liquor  of  barley  •,  whence  it  is  inferred,  and 
not  improbably,  that  we  alfo  owe  our  beer  to  the 
Egyptians. 

(;)  Diodor.  Sic.  lib.  i.  would  prove  this  by  faying,  that  feve- 
ral  kinds  of  Egyptian  animals  proceed  from  the  mud.  He  men- 
tions a  kind  of  mice  with  only  two  legs,  their  fore  parts  well 
fhaped,  and  full  of  life;  but  their  hinder  part  like  a  clod  of 
earth  flicking  in  the  mud  ;  and  this  creature  caufed  him  to  think, 
that  the  human  fpecies  owed  their  origin  to  a  folution  of  the 
elements.  Such  are  the  reveries  or  conjeftures  of  unaflifted 
leafon, 
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CHAP.     XIV. 

journey  through  Syria  ;  ninth  Jome  accoimt  ^Tyre, 
Sidon,  aj^d  Damafcus,  and  of  the  jountams  of 
Solomon. 

AFTER  leaving  Egypt^  a  fair  wind  brought 
us  in  two  days  to  St.  Johnd^Acri^  from  whence 
we  travelled  along  the  fea-co«ft,  leaving  the  villages 
Mefera  and  Samaria  on  the  left,  and  came  to  a  town 
called  Z/'^,  fituated  on  an  eminence  near  thefea-fhore, 
and  from  its  name  feems  to  be  the  ancient  Achzihy 
mentioned  in  Jolliua.  From  hence  we  paflcd  over 
the  plain  of  St.  John  d'Acri,  and  afcended  a  moun- 
tain, forming  a  promontory  in  the  fea,  and  in  the 
maps  is  generally  called  the  White  Cafe.  The  pains 
we  took  in  afcending  this  mountain  were  recompenced 
by  the  fight  of  a  fquare  tower  on  the  fummit,  faid 
to  have  been  built  by  order  of  the  emprefs  Helena, 
in  order  to  ferve  as  a  light-houfe,  and  proted:  the 
inhabitants  againfl:  the  incurfions  of  pirates.  The 
ruins  of  a  fimilar  tower  are  alfo  to  be  feen  on  mount 
Carrnel. 

The  diftance  from  mount  Carmel  to  the  White 
C^pe  is  g'^nerally  computed  at  thirty  miles.  And 
this  mountain,  which  ftretches  eaft  and  wefl,  is 
thought  to  be  mount  Sharon.  By  rhe  plain  of  St. 
John  d^Acri  is  meant,  the  level  country  between  the 
mountains  of  Sharon  and  Carmel -,  it  is  about  fix 
hours  in  lengch,  and  between  two  and  three  in 
breadth.  Ihis  plain,  though  fruitful  and  well  wa- 
tered, is  wholly  uncultivated  ;  probably  from  a  dread 
of  the  devaftations  of  the  Arabians, 
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A  SHORT  hour  farther,  and  on  the  fea-flioie,  is 
another  Iquare  tower,  where  the  caphar  is  paid,  and 
here  amounts  to  twt;nty-reven  pence  per  head  -,  but 
the  fervants  of  Franks  are  exempted,  as  well  as  the 
inhabitants  in  general,  except  Chriltians  who  are 
fubjedt  to  the  Grand  Signior,  and  the  Jev/s :  the 
former  pay  a  fourth,  and  the  latter  a  third  of  a  pi- 
altre.  But  the  pilgrims,  who  pafs  this  way  at  Eafter, 
in  their  road  to  Jerufalem,  are  rated  at  a  fequin. 
This  duty  is  farmed  by  the  Pafcha,  and  therefore 
levied  with  the  utmoft  feverity. 

These  caphars  are  laid  to  have  been  firft  intro- 
duced by  the  Chriftians,  while  they  were  mafters  of 
the  country  :  but  the  monies  arifing  from  them  were 
employed  for  the  fafety  of  the  roads,  and  effedtually 
put  a  Itop  to  the  robberies  and  murders  which  had 
been  before  fo  frequent.  The  Turks  continued  the 
tax,  not  only  without  its  benefit,  but  from  time  to 
time  incieafed  it. 

About  a  fmall  half  hour  farther,  on  an  eminence 
on  the  left  hand,  we  faw  two  pillars  ftill  {landing. 
This  inviting  fight  drew  us  thither,  and  we  found 
near  them  feveral  others,  but  broke,  and  lying  on 
the  ground  5  and  near  them  vafl  heaps  of  ruins  ;  in- 
conteftable  proofs,  that  anciently  this  was  fome  fu- 
perb  ftruclure.  One  of  the  pillars  feemed  to  have 
a  capital  of  the  Corinthian  order,  but  greatly  de- 
faced. 

A  LITTLE  farther  we  faw  a  fmall  deep  rock,  called 
the  Little  ISlacoule,  ftanding  on  the  fea-fhore  ;  and 
the  received  opinion  here  is,  that  this  way  along  the 
rocks  was  made  by  Alexander  the  Great. 

Half  an  hour  after  brought  us  to  the  caftle  Scan- 
dalium,  which  alfo  ftands  near  the  fea-fhore.  This 
word  is  derived  from  Scandea,  the  name  given  by 
the  Mahometans  to  Alexander  the  Great.  Here 
we  fee  ruins  •  of  flruflures  built  in  different  ages, 
plainly  indicating,  that  the  firft  ruins  had  been  again 
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built  on.  The  firft  edifice  is  faid  to  have  been  the 
work  of  Alexander  the  Great  •,  and  that,  on  its  ruins 
another  was  ereded  by  Baldwin,  king  of  Jenifalem^ 
who  conferred  it  on  feme  knights  of  the  crufade. 
In  the  midft  of  thefe  heaps  of  ruins  is  a  fpring  of 
excellent  water. 

About  a  mile  and  a  half  farther  we  afcended  a 
mountain  extremely  fteep  towards  the  fea.  It  con- 
lifts  of  a  kind  of  white  ftone,  and  the  road  leading 
along  is  about  a  mile  in  length,  but  not  above  three 
paces  in  breadth.  On  the  top  of  the  mountain  is  a 
iquare  tower.  This  path  is  faid  to  have  been  hewed 
in  the  rock,  by  Alexander  the  Great,  for  the  more  ex- 
peditious march  of  his  army.  The  prodigious  height 
and  fteepnefs  of  this  miOuntain,  and  the  noife  of  the 
waves  dafhing  at  the  foot  of  it,  renders  the  profptii; 
to  the  bottom  frightful  and  terrifying.  From  thisroad 
the  horfe  of  a  French  gentleman  leaped  down  the 
precipice  ;  but  the  rider,  by  the  aftivity  fo  natural  to 
that  people,  had  happily  time  enough  to  clear  himfclf 
from  the  faddle.  This  road,  which  muft  have  coft  im- 
menfe  labour,  '\^  C2i\\td  xhz  Great  Nacotde,  and  fome- 
times  the  White  Cliff. 

About  two  hours  after  we  came  to  Rafel  Eyn^ 
commonly  called  Rofelein,  (fountain  cliff.)  This  is 
fuppofed  to  be  the  place,  tho'  on  what  foundation  I 
know  not,  where  Solomon  had  his  rcfervoirs,  faid 
to  have  been  made  by  that  prince  for  Hiram,  in  re- 
turn for  his  fupplying  him  with  curious  wood  for 
building  the  temple.  Though  it  is  fomething  ftrange, 
that  Solomon  fhould  have  caufed  works  of  this  na- 
ture to  have  been  performed  in  a  foreign  country, 
and  even  after  he  had  taken  care  to  repay  the  af- 
fiftance  he  had  received  from  the  king  of  Tyre  j  fop 
we  read,  that  befides  fome  prefents  truly  royal,  he 
gave  him  feveral  towns  in  Galilee. 

Here  we  alfo  faw  the  aquedud  which  fupplied 
the   city  of  Tyre   with  water,  traverfing  the  narrow 
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neck  of  land,  by  which  Alexander  the  Great,  during 
the  celebrated  fiege  of  that  city,  joined  it  to  the 
continent.  And  hence  it  is  fufficiently  evident,  that 
the  aquedud:  is  pofterior  to  the  time  of  Alexander  j 
and  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  thefe  refervoirs, 
which  fupplied  the  aquedudl  with  water,  are  of 
greater  antiquity  than  the  aqueduct  itfelf,  or  the 
ground  on  which  it  is  built. 

We  found  three  of  thefe  refervoirs  ftill  re- 
maining-, and  in  two  of  them  a  confiderable  quanti- 
ty of  water  j  but  the  third,  which  is  nearly  Iquare, 
had  little  or  none  :  it  was  alfo  in  a  ruinous  condi- 
tion, and  full  of  v/eeds ;  fo  that  it  feemed  much 
fmaller  than  it  really  is.  It  is  faid  to  be  thirty  feet 
fquare  ;  but  the  fecond  refcrvoir  is  not  lefs  than  fixty. 
They  had  both  their  conduits,  through  which  the 
water  ran  to  the  aquedud,  but  now  flopped  up  and 
ruined. 

About  a  hundred  paces  to  the  weftward  of  the 
former  is  the  largeft  refervoir.  It  is  of  an  oftangu- 
lar  form,  fixty-fix  feet  in  diameter,  and  thirty  in 
depth  in  fome  places,  the  bottom  being  very  un- 
equal. This  refervoir  is  always  full  of  excellent  wa- 
ter, iffuing  from  a  fpring  at  the  foot  of  mount  Le- 
hanon. 

The  walls  both  of  thefe  refervoirs  and  the  aque- 
dud,  are  built  with  very  ftrong  compofition  of  flints 
and  ftones,  and  furrounded  by  a  bank  of  earth  eight 
feet  in  breadth. 

At  fome  diftance  on  the  fouth  and  north  fides, 
are  feveral  corn-mills,  turned  by  water  running  from 
this  refervoir ;  and  which,  after  turning  others  fitua- 
ted  on  the  fea-fliore,  runs  into  the  Mediterranean. 

A  SMALL  diftance  to  the  northward  of  the  mills 
is  a  fountain,  furrounded  by  a  fquare  building.   This 
fpring  has  not  the  leaft:  communication  with  the  great 
refervoir,  but  feems  to  have  been  originally  appropri- 
ated 


234  Travels,  through  part  of 

ated  to  a  very  difRrent  ufe  •,  poffibly  that   of  turn- 
ing mills. 

The  above  aquedud  is  fupported  by  arches 
eighteen  feet  high,  and  thofe  near  the  city  of  Tyre^ 
twenty  feet  at  leaft.  At  the  jundion  of  the  con- 
duits of  the  two  firfi:  refervoirs,  it  turns  to  the 
northward,  and  in  that  diredion,  is  an  hour  in 
length ;  from  whence  it  runs  weflward  to  the  foot  of 
a  hill,  on  which  is  now  a  finall  mofque,  where  it  re- 
ceived the  waters  from  the  largeil  refervoir,  and  con- 
tinues in  a  weftern  dirtdion  to  the  city  of  Tyre. 
Some  are  of  opinion,  that  here  was  formerly  a  fmali 
caft'e ;  but  others  think  it  was  the  temple  of  Her- 
cules,  mentioned  by  Quintus  Curtius. 

About  half  an  hour  farther  we  came  to  another 
ref.  rvoir,  but  in  a  ruinous  condition.  It  was  origi- 
nally concluded  for  turning  two  mills;  and  hence 
it  appears  to  have  been  extremely  well  watered  -,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  its  lituation  remarkably  delight- 
ful. Accordingly,  it  is  not  even  now  ceftitute  of 
gardens,  in  which  are  mulberry,  fig,  and  other 
trees. 

Continuing  our  road  by  the  fea-fliore,  we  palTed 
the  IJihmus,  which  joins  the  city  of  Tyre  to  the  con- 
tinent, and  fpent  the  night  under  the  magnificent  ca- 
nopy of  the  heavens,  near  a  fmall  harbour  formerly 
belonging  to  the  city  of  Tyre,  but  now  deilitute  of 
water. 

Early  in  the  morning  our  curiofity  roufed  us  to 
view  the  ruins  of  this  ancient  city.  I  call  it  ancient, 
becaufe  it  undoubtedly  exifted  240  years  before  the 
temple  of  Solomon  :  tho*  the  Tyrians  boaft  of  a  much 
greater  antiquity.  The  firft  city  was  built  on  the  conti- 
nent, and  fome  remains  of  it  are  ftill  to  be  feen.  It  was 
afterwards  taken  by  Nebuchadnezzar  ;  and  Jofephus 
tells  us,  that  Megathenes  mentions  this  fiege, 
which  lafted  thirteen  years.  But  fome  learned  per- 
fons  in  St;  Jerom's  time,    confidered  this  relation 

as 
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as  fiditious,  nothing  of  it  being  to  be  found  in  the 
hiftory  of  Nicholaus  Damafcenus,  nor  in  the  Phoeni- 
cian annals.  However  this  be,  the  account  given  us 
by  the  prophet  Ezekiel  conveys  very  exahed  ideas 
of  the  Iplendor  and  trade  of  'Tyre :  and  the  pro- 
phecy of  its  approaching  deftruCtion  is  remarkably- 
terrible. 

The  fecond  cicyof  Tyre,  built  on  an  ifland  for  its 
greater  fecurity,  was  taken  and  deftroyed  by  Alex- 
ander the  Great,  after  a  fiege  equalled  by  few  in  hi- 
ftory. But  foon  after  the  city  was  rebuilt,  and  in 
the  year  of  Rome  ^6^,  fell  under  the  power  of  An- 
tiochus,  from  whom  it  pafTed  to  the  Romans.  Ac 
that  time  they  ufed  the  epocha  of  the  Seleucidse  till 
the  year  of  Rome  648. 

In  the  639th  year  of  the  Chriftian  sera,  and  ia 
the  reign  of  Heraclius,  it  was  taken  by  Omar  Ca- 
Jiph,  of  the  Saracens,  through  the  treachery  of  one 
Jonkinna,  governor  of  Aleppo,  and  was  deftroyed  a 
fecond  time.  But  Benjamin,  who  wrote  in  the  year 
900,  mentions  it  in  the  following  manner :  Tyrus 
nova  difiat  ex  Sidane  itinere  unico.  Elegans  iirbs  com- 
'modijjimo  portu  injiru5la,  qucm  intra  fe  continet,  ad- 
mittitqiie  naves  inter  duns  turres  utrinqtie  conJiruSfas, 
ita  ut  area  catena  a  Publicanis  portorium  adminijtran- 
tibus  ex  altera  in  alteram  turrim  extenta,  omtiis  exitus 
l^  aditus  navibus  per  noBem  prcecludaiur,  nullufque 
pojjit  aliquid  e  navibus  ablatum  afportare.  Neque  exif- 
timo  ulhim  portum  huic  fimilem  in  or  be  terrarum  inve- 
niri.  Tyrus  ipfa,  ut  dixi,  pulchra  ejl,  &'c.  Sunt  il- 
hc  vitriarii  artifices,  qui  vitrum  conficiunt,  Tyrium 
di5lum,  prajlankjfimum  ^  maxim^e  in  omnibus  regioni- 
hiis  exijiimationis .  Invenitur  ibidem  etiam  Saccharum 
optimum  ^  probatijfnnum. 

Confcendentibus  Tyri  nov^  muros,    antiqua    Tyrus 

cenfpicitur,  mari  olivi  obruta  i^  obdu^a,  dijtdns  a  nova 

lapidis  funda  eniijji  ja^u  -,    quod  fi  quis  fcapha  mare 

ingredi  v^lit,  turres^  fora,  if  plateas,  &  palatia  in 

%  '  /undo 
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fundo  confpicit.     Efi  autem  nova  Tyrus  mercatu  pub- 
lico^ ad  quern  undique  convenitiir^  Celebris. 

That  is,  "  "Tyre  is  only  a  day's  journey  from 
*'  Stdon :  it  is  a  handfome  city,  and  has  a  very  con- 
"  venient  harbour,  on  each  fide  of  the  entrance  of 
'*  which  is  a  caftle,  and  by  means  of  a  brafs  chain, 
*'  extended  from  one  caflie  to  the  other  by  the 
"  officers  of  the  cuftoms,  no  fhips  can  go  out  in 
*'  the  night,  nor  can  any  thing  be  carried  out  of 
''  them.  And  I  queflion,  whether  another  harbour 
"  equal  to  this  can  be  found  in  the  whole  world. 
*'  The  city  of  Tyre,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  is 
•'  elegant,  &c.  One  of  the  moil  diftinguiffied 
*'  branches  of  artificers,  are  thofe  who  make  what 
"  is  called  the  Tyrian  glafs,  which  is  extremely 
*'  beautiful  -,  and  they  have  a  great  demand  for  it 
*'  in  all  countries.  Its  fugar  alfo  is  very  good  and, 
««  fine. 

*'  From  the  walls  of  New  'Tyre,  you  have  a  pro- 
*'  fpeft  of  the  Old,  which  was  formerly  deftroycd, 
"  and  covered  by  the  fea.  It  flood  about  a  flone's 
*'  cafl  from  the  new  city  ;  and  in  a  boat  you  have 
•'  a  fight  of  lowers,  ftreets,  and  market-places,  at 
"  the  bottom.  New  Tyre  is  particularly  famous 
"  for  its  fair,  to  which  there  is  a  great  refort  from 
««  all  parts." 

Brocardus,  who  vifited  the  Holy  Land  in  the 
year  1283,  alfo  fays,  that  the  city  o^  Tyre  made 
then  a  very  fplendid  figure ;  had  feveral  fine  palaces, 
and  was  well  fortified  in  every  part,  both  towards 
the  IJihmus  and  the  fea.  Tyre  was  likewife  the  fee  of 
an  archbifhop,  whofe  fuffragans  were  the  bifliops  of 
Seyde,  St.  John  d'Jcri,  Paneas,  and  Berytus.  But 
its  harbour,  like  that  of  Seyde,  was  choaked  up  by 
Facardin,  the  famous  emir  of  the  Drufes,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  Grand  Signior's  gallies  from  finding 
there  a  fafe  retreat.  Here  was  formerly  the  tomb  of 
Origin,  efteemed  the  moft  learned  of  all  the  fathers ; 

and 
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and  among  other  great  men,  this  city  gave  birth  to 
Ulpian,  who,  under  the  emperor  Alexander,  com- 
manded the  Pretorian  guards,  and  in  the  prefence  of 
that  prince  was  alTafllnated  by  the  foldiers,  merely 
becaufe  he  was  deiirous  of  reftoring  military  difci- 
pline. 

At  prefent  we  may  apply  to  the  famous  city  of 
^yre,  fo  beautifully  fung  by  Tibullus, 

Ulque  maris  vajlum  profpe£!at  turribus  aquor^ 
Prima  ratem  veniis  credere  dooia  Tyros  ? 

what  RutilHus  fays  on  another  occafion, 

Agnofci  nequeunt  avi  monumenta  prioris ; 

Grandia  confumpfii  mcenia  tempus  edax* 
Sola  manent  interceptis  vejligia  muris  : 

Ruderibus  latis  tecla  fepulta  jacent. 
Non  indignemur  mart  alia  corpora  fohi-, 

Cernimus  exemplis  oppida  pojfe  mori. 

For  It  may,  with  the  greateft  truth,  be  faid,  that 
not  a  finglc  houfe  is  to  be  found  here.  But  I  can- 
not omit  obferving,  that  moft  of  the  wretched  in- 
habitants, who  have  now  no  other  dwelling  than  the 
ruins,  arc  filhermeni  a  circnmftance  that  remarka- 
bly agrees  with  the  threatening  denounced  againft 
this  once  fuperb  city,  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel. 

The  ruins  that  ftill  remain  fliew,  that  the  ftruc- 
tures  in  general  were  of  a  modern  archiceflure,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  of  a  large  church,  pofiibly  the  cathedral^ 
the  eaftern  part  of  which  is  ftill  remaining. 

Among  the  ruins  of  this  (Irufture  was  a  flight  of 
ftone  fteps,  which  we  afcended,  and  had  from  ihcnce 
a  view  of  the  whole  city  ;  but  I  thought  it  to  be  far 
fhort  of  the  ancient  defcriptions,  with  regard  to  its 
magnitude :  nor  does  it  ftand  on  an  eminence,  as  I 
remember  to  have  read  in  fome  notes  on  Quintus 

Curtius. 
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Curtius.  Among  the  ruins  of  this  church  Is  a  iarg(* 
granite  pillar,  of  a  furprizing  magnitude,  rcfemblin^g 
indeed  three  pillars  faftened  together.  Not  far  from 
hence  are  the  ruins  of  another  church.  And  all 
fufficiently  prove,  that  thefe  flruftures  were  ereded 
by  the  Chriltians,  before  the  Mahometans  were  ma- 
ilers of  Tyre, 

By  the  foundations  of  the  walls  and  fortifications, 
which  appear  to  be  of  great  antiquity,  it  is  plain  that 
the  city  was  extended  a  confiderable  diftance  towards 
the  north-eaft.  On  the  fouth  and  north  fides  were 
two  harbours ;  but  their  entrance  very  difficult,  from 
a  great  number  of  fmall  rocks.  There  was  alfo  a 
bafon,  now  filled  with  rubbifh  5  and  the  feveral 
ftrudlures  round  it  are  alfo  reduced  to  one  confufed 
chaos  of  ruins.  There  is,  however.  Hill  near  the 
harbour,  a  fquare  tower,  built  by  the  Turks,  which 
now  ferves  as  a  kane,  or  inn  for  the  reception  of 
merchants  ;  though  greatly  out  of  repair. 

The  ftones  from  thefe  ruins  are,  from  time  to 
time,  carried  to  Seyde^  for  building  houfes.  Few 
pillars  are  now  remaining,  and  thofe  not  remarkable 
ior  their  beauty,  the  beft  having  been  taken  away  by 
the  Turks,  for  adorning  their  mofques  and  other 
buildings.  On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  city  15  a  fquare 
building,  with  a  temple,  and  in  it  a  very  deep  well 
full  ot  excellent  water;  but  this  ftru6lure,  in  my 
opinion,  formerly  ftood  within  the  old  city. 

The  Ifihmus  joining  the  ifland,  on  which  the  city 
was  built,  to  the  continent,  is  now  wholly  covered 
with  fand,  thrown  up  by  the  waves  -,  and  this  caufe- 
way  is  about  a  mile  ni  length,  and  about  the  fame  in 
breadth.  hi  the  fand  are  feveral  remains  of  the 
foundation  of  the  aquedud: ;  and  beyond  the  place 
where  the  fand  reaches,  the  aqueduft  is  more  entire, 
and  on  it  feveral  petrifications,  which  appear  like 
fmall  rocks  fattened  to  the  arches. 

A  LITTLE 
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A  LITTLE  farther  on  the  plain  is  a  pedeftriaa 
ftatue  of  marble  -,  but  without  a  head.  The 
drefs,  however,  feems  to  indicate,  that  it  was  fome 
Roman  emperor.  It  was  lately,  as  I  was  informed, 
dug  up  near  the  fpot  where  it  now  flands. 

From  hence  we  continued  our  journey  along  the 
fea-coall  towards  Seyde^  and,  at  an  hour's  diltance, 
forded  the  river  Cafimir,  which,  according  to  geo- 
graphers, is  the  Ekuiherus  of  the  ancients ;  and  is 
thus  called  in  the  firft  book  of  the  Maccabees.  Here 
was  formerly  a  ftone  bridge,  the  ruins  of  which  are 
ibll  feen  in  the  water ;  but  now  there  is  only  a  fmall 
one  of  wood,  which,  in  winter,  cannot  be  crofled. 
without  danger.  Near  it  is  an  old  ruined  kane, 
and  a  fquare  tower,  both  faid  to  have  been  built  by 
St.  Helena. 

Half  an  hour  farther  we  pafifed  a  rivulet,,  over 
which  was  formerly  a  bridge  of  one  arch,  built  with 
very  large  fcones,  and  called  Pont  Negre ;  but  when 
we  vifited  it,  the  bed  of  the  rivulet  was  quite  dry. 
About  an  hour  farther,  we  came  to  feveral  caves  hewn 
in  the  rock,  and  lying  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
from  the  fea.  We  left  our  horfes  in  a  large  cave 
formed  by  the  hand  of  nature ;  to  which  a  door  has 
been  made  with  a  hole  in  the  center,  for  admitting 
the  light. 

Near  this  cave  are  feveral  others  of  different 
magnitudes,  and  their  entrances  about  two  feet  and 
a  half  fquare,  with  benches  on  each  fide  to  fit  up- 
on ;  indeed  they  are  fo  low,  that  you  cannot  conve- 
niently (land  upright.  This  entrance  leads  to  a 
large  chamber,  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  fquare,  and 
round  it  are  two  cavities  hewn  in  the  rock,  abouc 
two  feet  from  the  floor,  in  which  a  man  may  con- 
veniently lie.  Thefe  caverns,  in  all  probability, 
were  made  for  the  habitation  of  the  living  j  for  over 
each  is  a  fmall  gutter  hewn  in  the  rock,  for  drain- 
ing off  the  water,  that  it  mav  not  hurt  the  roof. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  caverns  are  all  nearly  of  the  fame  forrtlj 
and  fome  of  them  feem  to  have  been  lately  made. 

At  the  foot  of  thefe  rocks  are  feveral  refervoirS 
for  collecSting  water ;  though  now  indeed  ruined  ^ 
and  therefore  it  feems  very  natural  to  think,  that 
thefe  fubterraneous  manfions  were  inhabited  by  the 
living,  and  not  appropriated  to  the  dead.  PofTibly 
they  might  form  a  place  of  penance  for  hermits,  and 
the  large  cavern  might  be  the  chapel  for  their  more 
folemn  devotions.  Some  affirm,  that  their  number 
is  not  lefs  than  two  hundred.  But  however  that  be, 
the  rock  in  which  they  are  found  is  of  a  bluifli 
caft. 

Above  the  cliff  is  a  village  called  Adelone ;  and 
about  an  hour  farther,  on  the  declivity  of  the  moun- 
tain, another  called  Sarphan^  fuppofed  to  be  the  an- 
cient Sarphath,  or  Sarepta^  remarkable  for  the  mira- 
cle wrought  by  the  prophet  Elijah,  who  there  raifed 
from  the  deadf  the  widow's  fon.  And  oppofite  the 
village,  near  the  fea,  now  ftands  a  mofque,  where 
Elijah  is  faid  to  have  performed  feveral  miracles.  In 
different  parts  of  the  plain  are  foundations  of  build- 
ings, together  with  wells  and  fountains. 

Here  we  dined  under  a  gemeze,  the  country 
name  for  a  fycamore,  or  wild  fig-tree,  near  a  fpring 
of  excellent  water.  Hither  the  Franks  of  Seyde  ge- 
nerally accompany  their  acquaintance,  who  are  tra- 
velling to  St.Johnd^Acri.  Here  we  alfo  faw  one 
of  the  towers  faid  to  have  been  built  by  St.  Helena, 
and  at  fome  diftance  from  it  a  river,  over  which 
there  is  a  flone  bridge. 

The  next  fpot  that  engaged  our  attention  was  an 
eminence,  on  which  were  feveral  ruins,  and  at  the 
foot  of  it  a  beautiful  fountain,  having  near  it  an  edi- 
fice, nearly  refembling  thofe  at  the  fountains  of  So^ 
lomon.  This  place  is  called  Bounac^  and  near  it 
are  feveral  orchards  planted  with  mulberry-trees. 
Before  wc  reached  Seyde  wc  alfo  palfed  feveral  rivu- 
lets. 
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lets,  fiid,  in  the  winter,  to  be  full  of  water  ;  and 
on  the  left  hand,  near  the  fliirts  of  the  mountains, 
we  faw  a  pretty  large  village  called  Gazie. 

The  country  begins  now  to  be  finely  decorated 
with  gardens,  and  about  two  miles  from  the  city  we 
came  to  a  ftately  pillar,  the  infcription  on  which  is 
accurately  tranfcribed  by  Mr.  Maundrell.  It  is 
thrown  down,  and  fome  part  of  it  buried  under  the 
ground.  Nor  is  it  entire,  though  formed  out  of  a 
fingle  piece  of  beautiful  granite.  About  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  farther,  in  a  garden  near  the  road, 
we  faw  another  pillar  of  the  fame  form,  and 
like  it  lying  on  the  ground.  It  originally  had  an  in- 
fcription, of  which  the  letter  /  is  flill  vifible.  It 
lies  about  a  mile  trom  the  city  of  Seyde^  the  ancient 
Sidon,  where  we  arrived  that  evening,  and  took  up 
our  lodgings  with  a  French  merchant. 

The  city  of  Sidon  has  its  name  from  its  found- 
er, a  great-grandfon  of  Noah.  The  prefent  Seyde 
may  be  called  a  modern  city,  though  built  on  or 
near  the  fite  of  the  ancient.  It  lies  north  and  fouth, 
is  tolerably  large,  and  one  of  the  chief  trading  ci- 
ties for  the  French  in  the  Levant.  I  have  been  af- 
fured,  that  they  every  year  fliip  off  above  a  thoufand 
bails  of  cotton,  befides  great  quantities  of  fiik,  oil, 
gall-nuts,  &c.  The  houfes  in  general  are  of  free- 
ftone,  but  not  remarkable  for  their  beauty  within. 
Here  we  found  fourteen  French  companies,  and  a 
conful,  all  living  in  a  large  well  built  kane ;  and 
•  where  they  have  more  conveniencies  than  at  St.  John 
d^Acri.  Near  it  is  a  fmallcr  kane,  where  the  fathers 
of  the  Holy  Land,  together  with  the  capuchines  and 
jefuits,  have  their  refidence  and  churches.  When 
the  pcililence  rages  here,  a  misfortune  to  which  this 
place  is  often  fubjeft,  thcfe  kanes  are  locked  up,  and 
no  perfon  whatever  permitted  to  enter,  a  janizary 
conftantly  (landing  centinel  at  the  door.  In  the 
court  is  a  large  and  elegant  refervoir,  with  a  foun- 
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^ain  continually  playing.  On  the  fouth  fide,  and 
nearly  at  the  end  of  the  city,  ftands  an  old  caftle  on 
an  eminence,  faid  to  have  been  built  by  St.  Lewis, 
king  of  France ;  but  at  prcfent,  the  greateft  part  of 
it  lies  in  ruins.  Near  the  fea-fide  is  another  old 
caftle,  but  in  a  much  better  condition,  and  defends 
the  road  and  harbour.  The  Tartans  and  merchant- 
fhips  generally  lie  in  the  road,  behind  a  ledge  of 
rocks,  about  a  mile  from  the  city  •,  but  this  is  not 
a  very  fafe  ilation,  efpecially  in  the  winter,  when 
the  land  winds  prevail. 

The  harbour  for  the  gallics  was,  as  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned,  choaked  up  by  the  emir  Facardin  j 
{o  that  now  very  fmall  veflels  only  can  enter  it. 
The  Pafcha,  who  commands  at  Seyde^  refides  in  a 
palace  or  feraglio,  built  by  the  above  emir  ;  but  nei- 
ther remarkable  for  its  magnificence,  nor  beauty. 
This  Pafcha's  government  extends  over  all  Galilee  ; 
and  he  appoints  the  commandant  of  St.  Jchn 
d  'Acri. 

The  neighbourhood  of  this  city  is  extremely  de- 
lightful, being  well  watered,  and  interfperfcd  with 
a  great  variety  ot  gardens.  During  a  walk  I  took 
out  of  tlie  city,  I  was  flicwn,  in  a  garden,  a  monu- 
ment,- called  by  the  Turks,  the  fepulchre  of  Zebu- 
Ion,  one  of  the  fons  of  Jacob.  It  is  a  fmall  ftruc- 
ture,  built  in  the  form  of  a  dome,  and  within  it  a 
mauloleum.  This  antique  monument  is  kept  by 
the  dervifes,  and  the  Turks  frequently  retire  hither, 
and  repeat  their  prayers  in  a  very  devout  man- 
ner. 

I  ALSO  obferved  feveral  kinds  of  trees,  not  known 
among  us,  and  one,  from  the  fruit  of  which  they 
make  a  flrong  glue.  This  fruit  is  about  the  fize  of 
a  cherry  \  the  colour  a  pale  yellow,  and  the  tafte  a 
fiat  fweetnef^. 

I  ALSO  faw  here  another  kind  of  fruit,  produced 
on  a  tree  called  the  tree  of  wifdom  j   and  likewife 

feveral 
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feveral  wild  fig-trees,  whofe  fruit  had  nearly  the 
lame  tafte  with  the  foregoing,  and  not  larger  than 
that  of  the  common  kind  of  fig-tree. 

He^e  is  a!fo  an  exuberance  of  mulberry,  nut, 
and  orange-trees.  About  a  mi'e  and  a  half  without 
the  city,  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  arc  feveral  fub- 
terranean  vaults,  difcovered  about  twenty  years  fince 
by  a  peafant,  and  who,  by  order  of  the  Grand  Vi- 
zier, was  buried  alive  in  them;  becaufe,  either  from 
a  miftake  or  intended  impofition,  he  had  told  the 
minifter,  that  inconceivable  treafures  were  hid  in 
them  ;  and  the  Vizier,  in  order  to  render  the  fearch 
fuccefsful,  ordered  it  to  be  preceded  by  folemn  fafts 
and  prayers.  All  that  we  found  in  thefe  caverns 
were  feveral  coffins,  fome  of  marble,  others  of  lead, 
and  in  them  many  bones.  Among  others  was  one 
of  beautiful  marble,  hewn  out  of  one  fingle  block : 
and  round  the  niche  in  v/hich  it  was  depofited,  were 
paintings  of  birds,  trees,  &c. 

The  height  of  the  wall  hindered  us  from  hav- 
ing a  diftind:  fight  of  the  infcription  on  this  farco- 
phagus  i  and  therefore  I  can  only  form  a  conjedture 
with  regard  to  the  antiquity  of  thefe  monuments, 
which  appeared  to  us  tq  be  of  the  Roman  times, 
by  a  head  in  bafiTo-relievo,  decorated  with  a  garland 
round  it ;  and  this  was  the  only  particular  that 
had  efcaped  the  hands  of  the  Turks,  who  are  de- 
clared enemies  to  all  images. 

Here  are  alfo  feveral  other  arched  chambers, 
with  doors  and  fepulchres,  which  are  eafily  opened. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  we  were  fhewed  feveral  other 
monuments,  which  appeared  much  more  ancient 
than  the  former;  and  called  the  monuments  of  the 
judges  of  SidoN,  though  for  what  reafon  we  could 
not  difcover.  Thefe  are  hewn  in  the  rock.  We 
entered  two  of  them,  and  in  the  firft  faw  fix  niches 
for  depoficing  the  bodies.  At  the  end  of  the  cham- 
ber  was   a  much  fmaller  niche,  probably  intended 
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for  fome  little  idol.  This  alio  was  decorated  with 
birds  and  trees  in  frefco,  Corinthian  pillars,  and 
other  embellilliments.  The  fecond,  both  with  re- 
gard to  its  contents  and  ornaments,  was  not  very 
different  from  the  firft  ;  and  therefore  need  not  be  de- 
fcribed.  On  our  return  to  the  city  we  were  fhewn  a 
fmall  mofque,  and  near  it  a  granite  pillar,  eieded  to 
denote  a  place  where  our  Saviour  wrought  a  miracle, 
when  he  vifited  the  land  of  Sidon.  By  the  way  we 
law  feveral  ruins  of  the  old  aquedudl  of  Seyde^  under 
which,  at  prefent,  runs  a  fmall  canal,  by  which  the 
water  is  conveyed  into  the  city,  and  diftributed 
among  the  gardens. 

Having  fatisfied  our  curiofity  here,  we  departed 
for  Damafcus ;  and,  after  a  pleafant  half-hour's  ride 
through  delightful  gardens,  reached  the  mountains, 
where  we  fpent  the  night  near  a  fmall  village  called 
jitta^  which  has  a  well  of  excellent  water.  Here  I 
met  with  an  inflance  of  fuperdition,  owing  to  the 
bigoted  contempt  of  perfons  profefLng  different  re- 
ligions, too  common  in  all  countries ;  for  feeing  the 
peafants  were  pre.ffing  their  olives,  I  promifed  my- 
lelf  a  great  deal  of  fatisfadion  Irom  their  anfwers  to 
my  enquiries,  dnd  accordingly  repaired  to  the  houfe 
where  they  were  at  work  ;  but  was  foon  bid  to  with- 
draw, telling  me,  that,  being  a  Frank,  my  hands 
and  feet  vv^ere  unclean. 

The  next  day  we  left  our  camp  very  early,  but 
did  not  make  a  great  progrefs  ;  for  one  fmgle  moun- 
tain took  us  up  three  hours  before  we  reached  the 
fumniit,  the  road  here  being  very  difficult.  Here 
we  faw  abundance  of  partridges,  and  large  groves  of 
oak,  and  another  kind  of  tree  yielding  fruit  refem- 
bling  an  apple,  but  no  bigger  than  a  large  cherry  ♦, 
though  the  tafte  is  very  agreeable. 

We  now  began  to  defc^nd,  and  on  the  declivity 
of  the  mountain  came  to  a  village  called  Mejlarah, 
the  inhabitants  ot  which,  our  carriers   took  care  to 
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acquaint  us,  were  neither  Turks  nor  Chridians,  but 
raphifi,  i.  e.  hcreticks,  and  fubjefts  to  the  emir  Kadir, 
the  mod  powerful  prince  among  the  Drules,  and 
who  farms  feveral  villages  from  the  Pafcha  of  Seyde. 
Near  this  place  We  found  a  cool  fpring,  which,  fall- 
ing from  the  rocks  into  a  larg^e  bafon,  afrer  watering 
the  valley,  joins  a  rivulet,  and  difcharges  itfelf  into 
the  river  Letane. 

Soon  after  we  came  into  a  valley  full  of  gardens 
and  cafcades,  and  covered  every  where  with  a  lively 
verdure.  We  next  reached  the  river  Lelane,  which 
Is  faid  to  have  its  fource  not  far  from  Balbec.  It 
waters  the  valley  of  Biicca,  and  afterwards  difcharges 
itfelf  into  the  river  Cajfimir,  which  we  had  crolfed 
between  'Tyre  and  Sidon  \  and,  as  I  before  obfcrved, 
is  fuppofed  to  be  the  Eleuiherus  o^  \.\\t  ancients.  From 
the  valley  of  Bucca  we  turned  off  to  the  right, 
taking  our  way  through  the  mountains,  as  the  lafeft 
to  avoid  the  Arabian  banditti. 

Two  hours  farther  we  faw  on  our  left  hand  ano- 
ther village  called  Rijta,  with  a  caftle  on  an  emi- 
nence, and  in  which  an  emir  of  the  Drufes  refides, 
A  little  lower  is  another  village  called  Barlachnah^ 
the  inhabitants  of  which  are  very  induflrious  in  cul- 
tivating fiik ;  and  accordingly  we  obferved  very 
large  plantations  of  mulberry  trees. 

The  country  being  every  where  mountainous, 
and  the  roads  generally  very  bad,  we  could  not  tra- 
vel far  in  a  day  -,  but  were  furprized  at  the  ruins 
of  a  large  lonely  church,  fituated  on  our  left  hand  : 
A  little  on  our  right  lay  a  village  called  Ratchli. 
The  next  day  we  faw  in  a  plain  on  our  left  hand  .1 
village  called  Ji7/'/^£'f/ri  and  a  little  further  another 
called  Choegh.  Here  they  were  plowing  with  oxen  ; 
a  fight  not  common  in  this  country.  On  our  right 
hand  was  a  fightly  town  called  Chatana,  entirely, 
furrounded  with  gardens.  Soon  after  we  reached 
the  large  and  famous  plain  of  Damajcus  \  and  in. 
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two  hours  arrived  at  that  city,  after  riding  above  two 
miles  among  gardens.  Whilft  we  were  travelling 
ever  the  the  plain  of  Damafctis^  we  were  made  to 
obferve  a  certain  village  called  Coghah^  faid  to  be  the 
place  where  St.  Paul  had  that  glorious  vifion  by 
which  he  was  converted.  We  likewife  paffed  thro* 
feveral  other  villages,  as  Taide^  Junia,  Daraia^  &c. 
and  lallly  entered  Daniafcus,  taking  up  our  quarters 
at  the  convent. 


CHAP.    XV. 

Account  of  Damafcus,  and  its  delightful  neigh- 
bourhood called  K^^x  Damafcenus,  &c. 

TH  E  city  of  Bamafcus  lies  in  a  plain  near  the 
foot  of  mount  Lebanon  ;  the  length  of  it, 
fuburbs  included,  is  about  three  miles  north- eaft  and 
fouth-weft  ;  but  its  breadth  is  not  proportional  -,  yet, 
as  its  walls  are  built  on  the  foundation  of  the  old, 
this  appears  to  have  been  always  the  form  of  the 
city.  At  prefent  it  has  not  the  leaft  veftige  of  anti- 
quity, the  outfide  of  the  walls  of  the  houfes  being 
only  dried  mud,  and  thus  promife  very  little  -,  but 
on  entering  them  a  traveller  is  agreeably  deceived, 
finding  in  them  fpacious  and  beautiful  apartments, 
decorated  with  fine  fountains. 

The  city  itfelf  is  lefs  than  the  fuburbs ;  but  con- 
ne6led  with  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  you  pafs 
from  one  to  the  ether  without  perceiving  it.  For- 
merly the  walls  and  moats  were  double,  as  may  be 
feen  in  fom€  remains  near  the  eaft  gate ;  but  at 
prefent  it  is  only  encompafied  with  a  fingle  wall, 
the  fbones  of  the  lower  part  of  which,  being  the 
remains  of  the  old  fortifications,  are  two  or  three 
times  larger  that  ihofe  of  the  upper  part. 
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The  whole  city,  together  with  the  fuburbs,  is  di- 
vided into  parts  or  departments,  with  gatts,  v/hich, 
about  an  hour  after  fun-fet,  are  fliut  •,  this,  indeed, 
is  a  good  fecurity  againfl  thieves  -,  but  every  one  is, 
by  this  means,  obliged  to  be  within  his  department 
at  fo  early  an  hour  as  would  little  agree  with  the 
Europeans,  whofe  chief  pleafure,  efpecially  among 
the  polite,  are  plays,  balls,  and  other  noLlurnal  en- 
tertainments. 

DAMASCU S  was  formerly  the  feat  of  the  mo- 
marchy  of  the  Caliphs ;  and  greatly  enlarged  on  the 
deftrudion  of  Cafarea,  Ptolmais,  1'yre,  Sidon,  and 
Berite ',  the  inhabitants  retiring  up  the  country  from 
the  coaft.  This  city  was  likewife  long  governed  by 
a  prince,  with  the  title  of  Sultan  -,  and  when  Bald- 
win, king  of  Jerufakm,  over-ran  this  country,  the* 
he  did  not  abfolutely  conquer  Bn'mafciis,  it  fubmitted 
to  pay  him  a  tribute.  In  the  year  1221,  Melchife- 
deck,  king  of  Egypt,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  it. 
In  the  year  1400,  it  was  plundered  by  Tamerlane, 
who  found  here  immenfe  riches ;  however  the  kings 
of  E^ypt  foon  recovered  pofiefnon  of  it :  at  lafl:,  in 
the  year  151 6,  it  fell  under  the  dominion  of  Sultan 
Selim  ;  and  has  ever  fince  been  governed  by  a  Palcha, 
nominated  by  the  Grand  Signior. 

Benjamin  has  a  very  remarkable  paflage  relating 
to  Damafciis,  and  its  ancient  fplendor  and  opulence  j 
the  fubftance  of  which  is  as  follows  : 

DAMASCUS  is  the  beginning  of  the  Noral- 
dine  Empire,  and  fubjed  to  a  king  of  the  defcen- 
dents  of  Thogarwa,  commonly  called  the  Turks. 
The  city  is  very  large  and  beautiful,  and  furrounded 
with  walls ;  the  country  likewife,  for  fifteen  miles  on 
every  fide,  is  covered  with  delightful  gardens,  plan- 
tations, and  feats.  The  whole  globe  does  not  afford 
a  city,  where  fuch  a  variety  of  fruits  are  to  be  found  : 
it  lies  under  mount  Hermofj,  and  is  watered  by  the 
two  rivers  Ahana  and    Pharphar,  which  have  their 
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fources  in  that  mountain.  The  Abana  runs  into  the 
city  itfelf,  and  by  means  of  pipes  its  waters  are 
conveyed  into  all  the  houies  of  diftinftion  \  likewife 
into  the  market-places,  and  along  the  ftreets.  But 
the  Pharphar  runs  by  the  city  walls,  and  waters  the 
gardens  and  plantations.  Its  extenfive  commerce 
draws  hither  people  from  al!  rations. 

Within  the  city  the  Ilmaelites  have  a  fynagogue 
which  they  call  Gumagh^  that  is,  the  mofque  of 
Damnfcus^  a  ftrufture  not  t»  be  paralleled  in  any 
part  of  the  globe.  The  inhabitants  fay  it  vv:::,  the 
palace  of  Benhadad.  Within  it  is  a  glafs  plate  con- 
ftrufied  by  the  magi,  or  Egyptian  aftronomers,  and 
pierced  with  as  many  holes  as  there  are  days  in  the 
year ;  fo  that  every  day  the  fun  entering  one  of  the 
holes,  pafTes  through  twelve  dtgrees,  which  anfwers 
to  fo  many  hours ;  and  thus  indicates  the  feafon  of 
the  year,  and  the  hour  of  the  day.  Within  the  palace 
are  imall  bathing  rooms  of  gold  and  filver,  with  a 
feat  of  the  like  materials  relembling  a  cafk,  and  fo 
large,  that  three  men  may  conveniently  bathe  them- 
felves  in  it.  Here  alfo  I  faw  a  rib  of  one  of  the 
Anakim,  nine  Spanifh  hands  in  length,  and  two  in 
breadth  -,  it  is  faid,  from  an  infcription  on  this  tomb, 
to  have  belonged  to  one  of  the  moft  ancient  kings 
of  Enoch  i  called  alfo  the  fovereign  of  the  whole 
world,  &c.  but  on  what  account  the  laft  particular 
was  founded,  I  could  get  no  information. 

Thus  far  the  learned  Jew. 

As  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  city,  it  abounds  with 
every  thing.  The  bazars  are  very  handfome,  large, 
and  furniflied  with  ail  kinds  of  provifions  and  com- 
modities. It  has  alfo  feveral  magnificent  palaces, 
fome  of  which  we  vifited,  particularly  that  of  the 
Pafcha,  in  one  ol  the  fuburbs.  This  is  a  very  large 
building,  with  fine  apartments,  large  refervoirs,  and 
fountains;  but  no  manner  of  regularity  is  obferved 
thrcughoui  the  whole.     What  furprized  us  was  to  fee 
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a  great  number  of  cats  feeding  together.  Whether 
thofe  creatures  owe  the  liberal  care  taken  of  them 
to  Mahomet's  known  fondnefs  for  that  fpecies  of 
animals,  I  could  get  no  information. 

In  the  fame  fuburbs  we  entered  a  very  (Ightly 
coftee-houfe,  and  lb  large,  that  a  thoudind  perlbns 
might  conveniently  fit  in  it.  There  are,  indeed, 
two  rooms  adapted  to  the  feafons  of  the  year :  that 
for  the  winter  is  fupported  by  wooden  pillars  beauti- 
fully painted,  and  in  it  three  or  four  balons  with  wa- 
ter conveyed  thither  by  pipes  under  ground.  The 
fummcr  apartment  was  in  a  little  ifland,  and  the 
water,  by  its  continual  motion  and  noife,  together 
with  the  verdure  and  ftatelinefs  of  the  trees,  renders 
this  place  extremely  delightful ;  the  rcof  was  of  rnfh 
matting,  and  every  fide  of  it  open  to  the  wind. 

Every  part  of  the  floor  was  covered  with  hand- 
fome  mats  ior  fitting  on,  according  to  the  Turkifli 
manner ;  and,  I  mull  own,  I  no  vvhcre  met  with 
fuch  a  pleafant  cofi'ee-houfe  ;  for  the  water  and  the 
fhady  verdure  of  the  country  conveys  a  pleafure  far 
exceeding  all  the  glitter  of  the  European  ftruclures 
of  this  kind.  The  Turks  value  nothing  equal 
to  verdure  and  cool  water,  with  the  addition  of  a 
pleafant  countenance.  Near  this  coffce-houfe  was 
alfo  a  beautiful  marble  bath,  of  a  moft  elegant  ar- 
chitefture:  it  is  called  the  Pafcha's  bath;  but  the 
mofb  remarkable  particular  was  a  fountain  in  the  firfl: 
apartment,  at  the  entrance  of  it. 

During  another  walk  along  the  walls,  we  faw  a 
great  number  of  tanner's  yards,  and  corn-mills, 
turned  by  the  water  of  little  arms  of  the  river  Bara- 
dy ;  and  beyond  the  gate  called  Bahel  McufaUm,  we 
came  to  another  large  coffee-houfe,  which  was  high- 
ly agreeable  to  the  Turkifh  tafte  ;  for,  befides  being 
built  on  the  water,  it  had  feveral  very  delightful 
cafcades,  and  the  whole  intermixed  and  furrounded 
by  trees  and  plants  of  the  fineft  verdure.     At  a  little 
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diftance  from  hence  we  came  into  a  ftralt  broad 
ftreet,  with  gates  for  locking  it  up.  This  was  for- 
merly the  Frank's  quarter ;  but  at  prefent  it  is  almoll 
deftitute  of  inhabitants,  and  moft  of  the  Ihops  and 
houfes  in  a  ruinous  condition. 

The  French  and  Venetian  confuls  refided  here, 
together  with  feveral  merchants :  but  on  an  infurrec- 
tion  of  the  people,  they  were  obliged  to  fly,  and 
very  narrowly  efcaped  with  their  lives. 

In  the  fame  fuburbs  we  faw  the  ruins  of  a  church, 
which  the  Turks  had  turned  into  a  mofque  :  but  all 
that  remains  now  of  it  is  the  dome,  or  cupola,  and 
the  great  door ;  which  is  evidently  of  Gothic  archi- 
tecture. 

We  next  vifited  a  garden  belonging  to  a  Turk  of 
diftindlion.  Its  greateft  beauty  confifted  in  the 
abundance  of  its  water  and  verdure,  which,  being 
natural,  had  a  more  pleafant  appearance,  than  if  eve- 
ry thing  had  been  difpofed  with  art  and  regularity. 
Refervoirs,  fountains,  and  cafcades  prefented  them- 
felves  in  every  part,  and  the  whole  was  covered  with 
a  thick  foliage,  which  excluded  the  rays  of  the  fun. 
The  apartments  of  the  houfe  were  not  inelegant, 
being  wainfcotted,  gilded,  and  decorated  with  feve- 
ral paintings,  according  to  the  tafte  of  the  country. 
What  very  much  pleafed  me,  was  a  bower  entirely 
fhaded  over  with  branches  of  large  trees,  and  in  the 
center  a  large  refervoir,  where  the  water,  by  the 
great  impetuofity  of  the  ftream  that  fupplied  it,  na- 
turally imitated  the  agitation  of  the  waves  of  the 
fea. 

We  were  next  conduced  to  the  muffti's  gardens, 
which  furpaflfed  all  the  former  5  for,  befides  every 
thing  we  had  feen  in  the  others,  whilft  we  were  fit- 
ting in  a  moft  beautiful  fummer-houfe,  we  were  en- 
tertained with  the  fight  of  three  rivulets  over  each 
other  pafTing  before  us.  And  I  muft  here  obfcrve, 
once  for  all,  that  I  know  of  no  place  where,  by  the 
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help  of  fkilful  arcifts,  all  kinds  of  water- woks 
could  be  performed  at  lefs  expence ;  every  part  af- 
fording plenty  of  water.  We  alfo  vifited  a  mofquc 
now  in  ruins ;  but  faid  to  have  been  originally  built 
on  the  fpot  where  the  houfe  of  Naaman  the  Affyrian 
flood,  who,  by  conforming  to  the  prophet  Elifha's 
direction  of  waOiing  himfelf  feven  times  in  Jordan^ 
had  been  cured  of  an  inveterate  leprofy. 

Here  is  ftill  an  hofpital  for  Turkifh  lepers,  and 
we  faw  feveral  fuch  \  but  the  leprofy  here  is  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  known  in  our  country,  the  patients 
being  frightful  fpedacles  •,  their  fallow  ghaftly  faces, 
and  fmall  hollow  eyes,  terrifying  the  fpedator.  This 
diftemper,  it  feems,  penetrates  to  the  very  bone,  in- 
fecting every  part  of  the  body  j  and  the  only  allevia- 
tion is  frequent  bathing  (/). 

In  a  walk  along  the  walls  of  the  city  we  obferved, 
near  one  of  the  baftions,  two  large  ftones,  on  which 
were  two  flower-de-luces,  and  betwixt  them  two 
lions,  all  in  bafTo- relievo.  Pofllbly  this  may  be  fome 
remains  of  that  time,  when  the  French  were  mafters 
of  Damafcus.  A  little  farther  we  came  to  a  gate  now 
walled  up,  and  the  place  where,  according  to  a  tra- 
dition current  here,  the  difciples  let  St.  Paul  down 
from  the  wall  in  a  baflcet. 

A  LITTLE  farther,  on  the  fide  of  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Jerufakm^  we  faw  a  wooden  ftru6lure,  having 
in  it  a  ftone  altar,  and  under  the  altar  a  niche  for 
placing  a  lamp.  We  were  told,  that  it  was  the  fe- 
pulchre  of  a  man  called  George,  who,  at  the  time 

(/)  Concerning  this,  vid.  Le  Cierc,  Veterh  Te/t.  lib.  hiftor.  ex 
tranflatione  Job.  Cterici,  cum  ejufdem  commentario,  if^c.  Amft.  I  708, 
Mofes  li^ewife,  in  Lev.  xiii.  mentions  a  fpecies  of  leprofy  ; 
but  E^ypt  was  noted  for  another  peculiar  to  it,  called  elephan- 
tiafis. ---Lucretius,  lib.  vi.  ver.  112.  mentions  it  in  the  following 
manner : 

Eft  ehphas  morbus,  qui  propter  Jiumina  Nili 
Cigniiur  vEgypto  in  mtdia^  neque  praterea  ufquam. 
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of  the  apoftle  St.  Paul,  had  been  porter,  and  a  Chri- 
ftian  ;  but  being  at  length  difcovered,  and  not  deny- 
ing the  charge,  he  was  put  to  death,  and  buried 
here.  But,  according  to  others,  this  is  the  fpot 
where  St.  Paul  relied,  when  his  attendants  were  lead- 
ing him  to  the  city,  after  his  vifion. 

Near  this  altar  is  another  large  flone,  being  the 
burial-place  of  a  modern  martyr,  a  young  Armenian, 
who,  refufing  to  embrace  the  Turkiih  religion,  was 
put  to  death. 

Our  guide  afterwards  brought  us  on  the  Jerufakm 
road,  where  we  faw  fome  fragments  of  pillars  half  bu- 
ried in  the  earth.  This  he  fa  id  was  to  keep  up  the  me- 
mory of  the  vifion  St.  Paul  had  on  this  road  ;  but  herein 
I  believe  he  was  greatly  miftaken  ;  for,  at  a  fmall 
diflance,  we  found  feveral  burial-places,  to  which 
thefe  pillars  probably  might  have  belonged  ;  for, 
according  to  the  common  tradition  of  European  di- 
vines, the  place  where  St.  Paul  had  his  vifion,  was 
about  fifty  paces  nearer  the  city,  and  where,  at  pre- 
ient,  is  a  fmall  eminence,  confifting  of  a  large 
piece  of  a  rock,  or  rather  flint,  v/ith  fuch  an  aper- 
ture in  it,  that  one  may  go  under  it ;  and  this  is  the 
place  to  which  the  Pope  has  granted  a  total  indul- 
gence. Near  it  one  likewife  meets  with  the  tombs 
ofChrifiians,  and  Europeans,  both  of  the  Latins  and 
Greeks,  Maronites,  Syrians,  and  Armenians,  befides 
thofe  of  Jews  -,  likewife  we  faw  here  the  tombs  of 
three  Greek  patriarchs  of  Anticch^  as  they  generally 
refide  at  Damafcus ;  but  thefe  were  very  fimple  and 
plain,  without  the  leaft  affeftation  of  ornament, 
confifting  only  of  large  ilones,  with  Arabic  infcrip- 
tions. 

We  returned  through  the  eaft  gate,  near  that  cf 
the  apoftle  Paul,  which,  as  I  faid  before,  was  mured 
up  ;  and  at  a  few  paces  within  the  gate,  we  were  car- 
ried into  a  Turk's  houfe,  and  down  into  a  kind  of 
an  arched  cellar,  faid  to  have  been  the  dwelling  of 
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Annanias,  who  reftored  Paul  to  his  fight.  Formerly 
iliis  place  had  been  a  church,  afterwards  a  Turkifh 
oratory  ;  but  at  prefeiu  it  is  without  an  altar,  or  any 
marks  of  a  religious  place,  except  the  arches  of  the 
wall. 

The  next  place  we  went  to  fee  was  the  caftle, 
which  is  pretty  large,  being  above  a  mile  and  a  half 
in  circuit ;  the  walls  likewife  are  lofty  and  ftrong  ; 
and  over  the  main  gate  is  a  variety  of  ancient 
arms  and  weapons.  We  could  not  complain  of  any 
want  of  civility  in  our  reception,  except,  that  on  no 
account  we  were  admitted  to  go  in. 

We  next  went  to  the  ftrait  llreet  mentioned  in  the 
ixth  chapt.  of  the  Ads  of  the  Apoftles.  It  begins 
at  the  eaft  gate,  and  runs  through  the  whole  city  ; 
though  not  without  fome  fmall  windings,  contrary 
to  its  name.  Reckoning  this  flreet  only  to  the  end 
of  the  ciry,  it  is  about  half  a  mile  in  length  ;  but  if 
extended  to  the  gate  of  the  fuburb  Bahel  Seerceefe,  it 
is  not  lefs  than  a  mile  and  a  half.  After  waikins 
through  this  ftreet  a  little  on  one  fide  we  came  to  a 
very  beautiful  houfe ;  for,  though  the  out-fide,  was 
only  of  dried  mud,  it  made  a  moil  glorious  figure 
within  ;  efpecialJy  the  apartments  of  the  women, 
who  being  at  that  time  abroad,  we  had  the  more  li- 
berty of  gratifying  our  curiofity.  We  firft  came  in- 
to a  fmall  court,  with  a  moft  tlegant  fountain  and 
bafon :  this  led  into  a  greater,  where  was  likewife  a 
proportionable  fountain  and  bafon,  and  on  one  fide 
of  it  a  very  magnificent  feat,  under  a  large  and  lofty 
arch  every  where  wainfcotted  with  wood,  and  de- 
corated with  imagery  in  the  Turkifh  tafle.  On  both 
fides  were  apartments  moft  fplendidly  furnilhed,  and 
looking  into  delightful  gardens  v  particularly  on  one 
fide  of  the  above-mentioned  feat  was  a  very  grand 
faloon,  with  a  floor  of  Mofaic  work,  the  walls  in- 
crufted  with  moft  exquifite  marble,  and  in  the  mid- 
dle was  a  bafon  and  fountain,  which  did  not  in  the 
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Jeaft  difgrace  the  magnificence  of  the  other  parts.  In 
it  likewife  were  two  grand  fophas  of  furprizing  rich- 
nefs ;  it  was  farther  adorned  with  gilt  ledges,  filled 
with  gold  and  filver  toys.  The  center  of  the  roof 
terminated  in  a  fquare  tower,  for  admitting  the  frefh 
air.  This  being  properly  the  principal  wife's  apart- 
ment, every  room  was  filled  with  a  variety  of  rich 
furniture,  which,  indeed,  makes  the  portion  of  the 
women  in  this  country.  We  were  next  led  to  the 
hufband's  apartment ;  but  this,  both  in  largenefs 
and  beauty,  was  very  far  inferior  to  that  of  the 
women. 

From  hence  we  continued  walking  along  the 
ftrait  ftreet,  till  we  came  to  the  bazar,  where  we 
were  (hewn  a  certain  fountain,  with  the  water  of 
which  the  apoflle  St.  Paul  is  faid  to  have  been  bap- 
tized. The  houfe  in  which  that  ceremony  was  per- 
formed, flood  aJfo  in  this  ftreet  j  but  at  prefent  it 
is  at  fome  diftance  from  it :  for  the  ftreet  having 
formerly  been  of  a  very  great  breadth,  thelhops  and 
rows  of  houles  that  compofe  the  market,  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  fince  built  on  it.  In  one  of  the 
apartments  of  this  houfe,  which  ftands  a  little  to 
the  left  of  the  bazar,  we  faw  a  fmall  monument,  co- 
vered with  green  linen,  and  on  it  feveral  Arabic 
charaflers  j  and  this  they  pretend  is  the  tomb  of 
Annanias.  Our  guide  added,  that  formerly  a  church 
had  flood  here,  in  commemoration  of  that  fignal 
converfion. 

Having  walked  quite  through  this  flreet,  for- 
merly called  ftrait,  to  the  gate  of  the  fuburbs,  we 
there  found  a  church  with  a  fountain,  faid  to  have 
been  the  place  where  St.  John  Damafcenus  uf^d  to 
baptize.  We  went  out  at  this  gate  to  view  the 
Jger  Damafcenus,  called  by  the  Turks  Marffi,  or 
pleafant  field  -,  and  it  well  deferves  that  title,  being, 
indeed,  a  fpacious  and  delightful  meadow,  lying  on 
the  north-eaft  of  the  city,  and  watered  by  the  river 
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Bcrradyy  or  the  Chryforrhoes  of  the  ancients,  and 
the  Pharphar  of  the  fcriptures.  This  rirer,  after 
watering  the  city  and  its  rich  neighbourhood,  dif- 
charges  itfelf  into  a  lake  two  days  journey  to  the 
fouth  of  Damafcus. 

Nearly  in  the  center  of  this  meadow  there  for- 
merly ftood  a  pillar,  which  fome  pretend  was  the 
fpot  where  Adam  was  created  ;  and  even  fome  Chri- 
ftians  believe  this  was  the  feat  of  Paradife,  and,  that 
Adam  was  formed  out  of  the  earth  of  this  meadow. 
The  Turks  are  firmly  perfuaded,  that  this  was  really 
the  ancient  Paradife,  founding  their  opinion  on  the 
exuberancy  of  the  foil.  It  is  certain,  that  all  the 
products  of  the  earth  in  general,  efpecially  fruits, 
are  better  here  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  known 
world ;  and  all  travellers,  however  they  may  differ 
in  other  particulars,  unanimoufly  agree,  that  they 
never  faw,  in  any  part,  a  more  charming  and  de- 
lightful place  i  fo  that  the  verfes  of  an  ancient  poet 
may  very  well  be  applied  to  this  fpot,  without  any 


exaggeration : 


Hie  nemora  in  Coelum  late  crefcentia  furgunt 

Ptinicei  pomum  grant,  mahimque,  fyrumqiie, 

Et  didces  ficus,  i^  magn<e  Palladis  arhos. 

Non  illis  Borealis  hyems,  non  officii  ajius 

Torrida,  fed  placidas  Zephyris  fpirantibus  auras,  &c. 

There  is  no  neceflity  for  plowing  the  land  fo 
often  here  as  in  other  places ;  and  a  fmall  quantity 
of  manure  is  fufficient.  It  is  alfo  obfcrved,  that  the 
men  are  much  larger,  and  the  women  more  beauti- 
ful, than  in  any  other  part.  This  fuperiority  ex- 
tends even  to  the  horfes,  which  are  large,  ftately, 
and  well-lhaped ;  nor  have  they  any  fault,  except  a 
tendernefs  in  the  hoof,  from  their  having  been  ac- 
cuftomed  only  to  a  foft  foil ;  and  as  this  renders 
them  unfit  for  great  labour  or  long  expeditions,  the 
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Turks  keep  them  only  for  parade.  All  kinds  of 
animals  are,  indeed,  more  fightly  here  than  in  any- 
other  part  of  the  Levant.  Not  a  beggar  is  to  he 
feen  in  this  country,  all  the  inhabitants  of  Dainafctis 
being  in  eafy  circumftances,  and  very  liberal  in  af- 
fifting  any  in  diftrefs.  Every  thing  is,  indeed^ 
amazingly  cheap,  efpecially  provifions,  that  a  perfon 
may  live  here  at  a  very  trifling  expence. 

iNEAR  the  end  of  this  elegant  meadow  is  an  hofpi- 
tal,  with  two  mofques.  Before  the  entrance  of  the 
largeft  is  a  fpacious  area,  having  in  the  center  of  it  a 
fountain,  and  round  the  ftruftures  a  great  number 
of  beautiful  gardens.  On  the  right  hand  is  another 
large  mofque,  and  on  the  left  a  building,  where 
the  poor  and  all  paffengers,  without  any  regard  to 
religion,  may  receive  a  portion  of  provifions. 

On  the  left  hand  is  a  fmall  mofque,  with  a 
beautiful  bafon  and  fountain,  and  round  the  mofque 
apartments  for  the  Imans,  and  poor  perfons.  Ad- 
joining to  it  is  a  kane  for  travellers,.  All  thefe  edi- 
fices are  faid  to  have  been  founded  by  the  mother  of 
Sultan  Soliman,  after  the  celebrated  fight  of  Le- 
■pantOy  as  a  kind  of  attonement  for  the  fins  of  the 
nation,  which  that  devout  princefs  fuppofed  were 
the  occafion  of  fo  fatal  a  difafber. 

In  our  farther  progrels  we  came  between  two 
hills,  where  the  river  Barrady  enters  this  delightful 
fpot.  This  river  here  forms  an  elegant  cafcade, 
and  divides  itfelf  into  two  principal  branches,  from 
each  of  which  Teveral  canals  convey  the  water  into 
the  adjacent  meadows,  where  fome  fpots  appear 
beautiful  beyond  imagination. 

The  road  leading  to  this  cafcade  lies  thro*  a  vil- 
lage called  Mijre^  about  a  mile  from  Damafcus.  We 
firfb  came  to  a  place  furrounded  with  rocks,  from 
whence  w^"  plainly  faw  the  river  divide  itfelf  into 
two  large  brandies  \  one  of  the  channels,  which  ap- 
pears like  an  amazing  work  of  art,  is  called  Fanjas, 
4  and 


Europe,  the  Hok  Land,  Egypt,  &c.  257 
and  conveys  the  water  to  the  city.  The  other,  which 
is  properly  the  Barrady,  flows  in  many  meanders 
through  the  y'Igcr  Bamafcenus,  and  diftributes  its 
waters  to  the  charming  gardens  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. 

Our  curiofity  led  us  to  climb  up  the  rocks,  in 
the  declivity  of  which  we  faw  three  channels,  be- 
fides  the  above  Panjas>,  over  one  another,  all  hewn 
in  the  rock,  in  Ibme  parts  refembling  a  clofe 
conduit,  and  in  others  partly  open,  that  the  waters 
might  be  kca.  Each  of  thefe  channels  have  their 
fefpedive  names. 

On  the  fame  fide  of  the  river,  but  fomething 
nearer  the  fummit  of  the  rock,  are  the  ruins  of  an 
ancient  callle ;  and  dire6tly  oppofite  to  it,  among 
the  mountains,  fcveral  ruins  of  the  fame  kind.  This 
place  indicates  to  the  fpedator,  that  nature  fplit,  as 
it  were,  this  huge  rock,  in  order  to  open  a  palTage 
for  the  water  to  flow  to  its  favourite  fpot,  the  Ager 
Damafcenus.  Near  the  fummit  of  this  rock  is  a  fmall 
cave,  called  the  houfe  of  Jefus,  and  ufed  at  prefenc 
by  the  Turks  for  an  oratory. 

After  viewing  thefe  furprizing  channels  in  the 
rock,  running  over  the  PanjrJ,  our  defires  were  in- 
creafed  to  vific  the  other  diredtly  oppofite  to  them 
among  the  mountains ;  and  accordingly  we  defcended 
again  into  the  plain,  forded  over  thp  Barrady,  and 
climbed  up  the  ruins  of  the  old  cafile  above-men- 
tioned; where  we  found  an  infcription  entire,  but 
in  unknown  charadlers. 

A  SMALL  difl:ance  above  thefe  ruins  we  came  to  a 
large  branch  of  the  river  called  Torn,  iliuing  thro' 
an  aperture  in  the  reck ;  and  above  this  another 
branch  called  Jabid;  both  formed  with  prodigious 
labour  and  art.  Thefe  branches  convey  the  water 
to  a  town  called  Salachic,  fituated  near  the  foot  of 
the  mountain,  on  the  north  fide  of  DiimafcuSy  where 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  that  city  have  villas  and 
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gardens,  the  air  being  there  much  more  healthy  than 
on  the  plain. 

While  we  were  at  Salachie^  the  fon  of  the  flieik 
propofed  cur  going  with  him  to  a  Turkifh  convent, 
Tituattd  on  an  eminence  about  half  an  hour's  diftance, 
■which  we  readily  accepted  of,  efpecially  as  it  af- 
forded a  delightful  view  over  Damafciis  and  its  plain. 
And,  indeed,  the  profpe6t  from  the  terrace  ot  that 
convent  is  remarkably  fine,  the  city  appearing  to  be 
built  in  the  center  of  a  terreftrial  Paradife;  the  plaia 
receiving  an  additional  beauty  from  the  above-men- 
tioned villas,  mofqucs,  and  other  flrucftures.  The 
city  itfelf  is  one  of  the  moll:  beauiiful  in  all  the 
Turkifh  dominions,  adorned  with  a  great  number  of 
minaret?,  and  wanting  nothing  but  a  river  running 
through  the  middle  of  it. 

The  ecclefiaflics  who  went  with  us  to  the  convent 
told  us,  that  it  was  originally  dedicated  to  the  forty 
martyrs.  The  Turks  did  not  pretend  to  give  any 
account  of  its  origin  •,  but  the  whole  building  exhi- 
bited no  marks  of  antiquity.  Here  is  at  prefent  a 
mofque,  or  rather  oratory,  with  a  large  well,  and  a 
few  apartments,  but  very  mean.  At  fome  diftance 
from  hence,  on  the  right  hand,  is  a  fmall  building 
in  the  form  of  a  dome,  faid  to  be  the  fepulchre  of  a 
Sheik.  This  they  tell  you,  is  the  place  where  Ma- 
homet, after  furveying  the  city  ot  Damdfcus,  faid, 
that  men  fliould  content  themfelves  with  that  Para- 
dife  he  would  provide  for  them  in  the  other  world. 

Our  Turkifh  guide  led  us  from  hence  to  another 
convent,  about  a  mile  from  the  former,  built  alfo 
on  the  declivity  of  the  mountain  i  but  the  difficulty 
of  the  afcent  is  greatly  lefTened  by  fteps  hewn  in  the 
rock.  In  this  convent  is  a  cave  whicli  ferves  for  a 
mofque  ;  and  among  other  fables  concerning  it,  we 
were  made  to  obfcrve  the  drops  of  water  failing  from 
the  roof,  the  Turks  pretending  that  tbefe  are  the 
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tears  of  the  mountain,  which  it  has  conflantly  (hcd 
ever  fince  the  barbarous  death  of  our  Saviour, 

We  were  here  alfo  fhewn  feveral  impreffions  of 
the  hands  of  St.  Gregory,  who,  according  to  the 
Turks,  lifted  up  the  mountain,  in  order  ro  make 
this  cave  the  larger,  that  our  Salviour  might  the 
better  conceal  himfelf  from  the  perfecution  of 
his  enemies.  In  this  cave  is  a  large  (lone,  fome- 
thing  refembling  a  human  tongue  ;  and  the  TurkiOi 
monk,  who  refides  here,  ailured  us,  that  this  place 
had  once  the  gift  of  fpeech,  and  gave  notice  to  our 
Saviour  to  hallen  from  thence,  the  Jews  being  then 
drawing  near  to  kill  him. 

We  now  returned  to  our  convent  in  the  city  of 
Damafcus,  and  viewed  the  out-fide  of  St.  John's 
church,  one  of  the  mod  beautiful  ftruftures  in  the 
whole  city,  but  now  converted  into  a  mofque,  and 
no  Chriftian  fuffered  to  enter  it.  On  the  doors, 
which  are  very  large  and  covered  with  brafs,  are  Ara- 
bic chara6lers,  with  the  reprefentation  of  a  chalice. 
The  portico  is  very  ftately,  and,  like  the  church, 
decorated  with  pillars  of  the  Corinthian  order,  pro- 
bably brought  hither  from  the  ruins  of  fome  ancient 
edifice.  But  the  ftone  with  which  the  church  is  built 
cannot  be  feen,  the  whole  llrudure  being  painted 
all  over  with  a  deep  red. 

In  the  area  before  it  is  a  fmall  building  termina- 
ting in  a  fmall  cupola,  in  which  are  faid  to  be  depo- 
fited  the  head  and  other  remains  of  St.  John.  Near 
one  of  the  doors  of  this  church  is  alfo  a  very  beau- 
tiful fountain,  conftantly  playing  night  and  day, 
the  Turks  fliewing  a  very  great  regard  to  this 
place. 

We  here  faw  feveral  cherifs,  or  gerif,  that  is, 
Turks  who  are  allowed  to  v.- ear  a  green  turbant,  ei- 
ther as  defcendents  from  Mahomet,  or  born  at: 
Mecca,  their  mothers  being  pregnant  with  them  at 
the  time  they  'nciertook  that  lacred  pilgrimage*.     la 
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every  city  they  have  a  chief,  who  is  alfo  their  judge, 
and  lubordinate  to  him  at  Conjlantinople.  Thefe  all 
diftinguifli  themleives  by  the  zeal  in  their  religious 
cxercifes. 

The  next  day  we  hired  afles  to  vifit  Heva  Jubbar^ 
a  place  about  two  hours  from  Damafcus .  Among 
the  inhabitants  of  this  town  are  feveral  Jews,  who, 
according  to  their  commendable  cuftom,  have 
ereded  a  fynagogue.  This  is  faid  to  be  the  place 
where  Elijah  anointed  Hazael  king  over  Syria» 
Here  wc  were  fhewn  a  fmall  cave,  wholly  incrufled 
with  marble,  and  on  the  top  of  it  a  fmall  aperture 
to  evaporate  the  fmoak  of  a  lamp  perpetually  burn- 
ing in  it :  this  being  the  place,  according  to  the 
tradition  of  the  Jews,  where  the  prophet  Elijah  was 
fed  by  ravens. 

Being  returned  to  Damafcus^  we  fet  out  for 
Sidonaijaby  famous  for  its  wines,  and,  according  to 
the  tradition,  the  place  where  Noah  planted  the 
lirft  vineyard. 

During  the  firft  hour  and  a  half  our  road  lay 
over  a  plain,  then  along  the  banks  of  a  river  beauti- 
fully ferpentizing  among  the  hills,  leaving  on  our  left 
the  villages  of  Bar/a,  Gharma,  Maraba,  'Tel^  and  Me- 
?mn.  Soon  after  we  crofled  a  mountain,  at  the  foot 
of  which  we  entered  a  large  plain  ;  and  in  lefs  than 
an  hour  arrived  at  SidoJtijah^  where  we  took  up  our 
.  quarters  in  one  of  the  apartments,  built  near  the  con- 
vent for  the  reception  of  flrangers. 

SIDONiyjH  is  a  town  fituated  four  hours 
from  Damafcus,  on  the  extremity  of  a  plain,  and 
wholly  inhabited  by  Greek  Chriftians.  Thefe,  efpe- 
cially  the  clergy,  pretend,  that  if  any  Turk  or  other 
perfon  of  a  different  nation,  was  to  fettle  here,  fome 
terrible  misfortune  would  attend  them.  But  this  is 
eafily  feen  to  be  only  a  weak  artifice  to  promote  their 
own  interefl. 

The 
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The  grapes  here  are  very  remarkable,  being  as 
large  as  a  pigeon's  egg,  and  of  a  very  exquifite 
tafte.  Great  quantities  of  them  are  fent  to  Europe, 
where  they  are  known  by  the  name  of  damaflc  rai- 
Iins.  But  what  chiefly  occafions  a  refort  of  people 
hither  is,  to  vifit  the  convent,  which  is  eredled  on  the 
top  of  a  rock,  and  is  a  very  folid  and  ftrong  build- 
ing. Steps  are  hewn  in  the  rock,  in  order  to  facili- 
tate the  afcent.  This  convent  is  furrounded  by  a 
ftrong  wall,  and  at  a  diftance  has  the  appearance  of 
a  fortrefs.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  founded  by  the 
emperor  Juftinian  ;  and  at  prefent  the  members  of 
it  confift  of  twelve  brothers,  and  about  twenty 
fifters.  But  all  we  faw  were  confiderably  advanced 
in  years,  and  each  had  a  fmali  apartment,  confiliing 
of  a  little  chamber. 

SIDONIJAH  is  the  fee  of  a  bifhop,  who  alfo 
refides  in  the  convent.  We  were  affured,  that  he 
maintains  a  very  ftridt  difcipline  among  his  reclufcs 
of  both  fexes  ;  and  this  is  doubtiefs  neceflary  to  pre- 
vent fcandal,  as  it  feems  fomething  ftrange,  that 
they  Iliould  all  live  under  the  fame  roof.  Foflibly 
they  are  the  ancient  inftitutes  of  the  Jgapeti,  or  Symf- 
a£ii ;  fo  called  from  their  living  under  the  fame 
roof  with  virgins,  who  had  alfo  confecrated  them- 
felves  to  religion;  pretending  that  their  Jove  was 
not  carnal,  but  entirely  fpiritual :  and  in  St.  Cyprian's 
time  this  intermixture  of  both  fexes  of  religious 
was  very  comqion  ;  nor  were  there  wanting  fome 
who  boafted,  they  could  lie  in  the  fame  bed  with  a 
virgin,  without  offering  the  leaft  infult  to  her 
chaftity. 

Cyprian,  however,  with  feveral  others  of  the 
primitive  fathers,  as  well  as  councils,  thought  pro- 
per to  forbid  this  communion  of  different  fexes  -, 
and  feveral  emperors  iffued  exprefs  edifts  againft  it. 
Paulus  SamofatenUs,  bifliop  of  Alexandria,  in  his 
travels,    always  carried  with  him  two  young   and 
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beautiful  women  :  and  St.  Hermas,  who  was  prior 
to  St.  Cyprian,  introduces  the  virgins  of  a  certain' 
cloifter,  fpeaking  in  this  manner  to  a  father :  No- 
hifcum  dormies  ut  frater^  non  tit  maritas,  i.  e.  you 
fhall  lie  with  us  as  a  brother,  but  not  as  a  hufband. 
This  St,  Hermas  Hv^ed  not  long  after  the  time  of  the 
apoftles. 

M.  MuRATORi,  in  his  Anecdota  Graca^  derives 
this  manner  of  living  from  the  Platonic  love,  which 
he  ahb  explains  and  iiluftrates. 

With  regard  to  the  convent  of  Sidonijah,  though 
in  itfelf  nothing  remarkable,  yet  a  miraculous  image 
of  the  Virgin  Mary,  chiefly  celebrated  for  curing 
difeafes,  draw  great  numbers  of  pilgrims  hither. 
The  religious  look  upon  a  perfon  as  very  impious, 
who  doubts  the  truth  of  the  following  tradition 
common  among  them,  that  the  image  being  once 
ftolen,  was  foon  transformed  into  a  real  body  of 
flefli,  and  that  the  thief,  terrified  at  the  miracle, 
fell  on  his  knees,  and  begged  that  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  lead  it  back  to  the  convent  -,  but,  as  they 
drew  near  the  religious  fl:ru6ture,  the  image  refumed 
its  priftine  fliape,  and  the  thief  delivering  it  up  with 
all  the  figns  of  fincere  repentance,  and  informing  the 
monks  of  its  metamorphofis,  was  abfolved  from  all 
his  crim.es  :  and  in  confirmation  of  it,  the  ftatue  again 
transformed  itfelf  into  the  appearance  of  a  body  of 
fielh. 

At  prefent  the  monks,  for  the  better  fecurity  of 
this  valuable  ftatue,  which  daily  procures  them  fo 
many  donations,  have  locked  it  up  in  a  ftone  coffin, 
depofited  in  a  niche  behind  the  great  altar.  And,  as 
a  further  fecurity,  have  built  over  it  an  arch,  and  in- 
clofed  the  whole  by  an  iron  rail,  near  which  are  fe- 
veral  lamps  continually  burning.  Thus  people  of 
all  ranks  come,  with  no  little  trouble  and  expence, 
to  pay  their  devotions  to  what  they  can  have  no 
fight  of,  and  rnuft  entirely  rely  on  the  veracity  of  the 
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monks,  that  there  is,  in  reality,  any  image  at  all. 
Indeed,  the  religious  folemnly  affure  them,  that  the 
image  confifting  of  flefli  and  bones,  is  there  aftually 
depofitcd  in  a  (lone  coffin. 

Both  the  rails  and  walls  furrounding  it  were  de- 
corated with  feveral  fmall  offerings  and  votive  pieces, 
as  hair,  teeth,  and  rings.  Wc  af^ed  the  ccclefia- 
flics  whether  they  would  not  Co  far  fatisfy  our  curio- 
fuy  as  to  open  the  coffin,  being  extremely  defirous 
of  feeing  an  image  that  had  done  fo  much  good. 
But  their  anfwer  was,  that  if  they  dared  to  do  any 
fuch  thing,  they  might  juftly  expe<5t  the  misfortune 
which  attended  a  Greek  patriarch  of  Jerufalciih  who, 
by  endeavouring  to  open  it,  was  fuddenly  feized  with 
a  lamenefs,  of  which  he  was  never  cured. 

On  the  eaft  fide  of  this  convent  is  a  burial-place 
hewn  in  the  rock.  It  is  of  great  antiquity,  but  feems 
to  have  been  made  fince  the  Chriftian  sera.  It  is  a 
chamber  about  twenty-four  feet  fquare,  having  eight 
niches,  and  in  fix  of  them  coffins.  Over  the  entrance 
are  alfo  three  niches,  and  in  each  two  ftatues  of  ftone 
in  their  natural  fize,  but  without  heads  i  and  in  other 
refpedls  greatly  mutilated. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  this  convent,  and  alfo  in 
the  town,  are  feveral  chapels,  moftly  in  ruins  -,  but 
that  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  is  ftill  in  good  condition, 
though  of  great  antiquity.  It  is  a  fquare  building 
compofed  of  large  ftones ;  the  archite6lure  is  very 
ftrong  and  folid,  but  not  without  elegance.  It  is 
about  twelve  paces  on  each  fide,  and  in  it  are  feveral 
Hones  twelve  fpans  in  length,  and  five  in  breadth. 
The  roof  is  flat,  and  on  it  the  keeper  of  it  dries  his 
figs.  This  chapel  has  only  one  door  -,  but  of 
fuch  beauty,  as  well  deferves  the  attention  of  a  tra- 
veller. 

The  inhabitants  of  Sidonijah  are  diflinguifhed 
from  thofe  in  all  the  neighbouring  villages,  by  pay- 
ing no  tribute  to  the  Arabians  -,  being  ablt^  to  defend 
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themfelves  againft  that  oppreffive  people.  For  their 
town  is  not  only  built  upon  a  rock,  but  they  can,  in 
cafe  of  any  unforefeen  accident,  retreat  into  the  con- 
vent, where,  at  their  leifure,  they  may  deftroy  all 
their  enemies,  without  any  danger  to  themfelves. 
S?4onijahj  however,  pays  a  contribution  to  the  mofques 
of  Cofijlantinople. 

■  During  our  flay  here,  we  faw  feveral  Greeks  with 
their  wives  and  children,  who  had  their  lodging  in 
fuch  fmall  apartments  as  thofe  allotted  to  us,  and  built 
juft  without  the  convent.  But  they  feemed  to  vifit 
Sidonijah  rather  for  the  fake  of  pleafure  than  devo- 
tion. The  wine  here  is,  indeed,  mcomparable;  but 
the  beft  is  that  drank  by  the  monks,  which  is  red  and 
very  rich  •,  but,  at  the  fiime  time,  very  proper  for 
drinking,  and  does  not  at  all  affe(5l:  the  head. 

Having  now  feen  every  thing  remarkable  in  Si- 
donijah, we  diftributed  our  acknowledgments  among 
the  fervants  of  the  convent,  and  returned  by  the 
fame  way  to  Damafcus.  At  our  coming  to  the  gate 
of  the  city,  a  caphar  was  required  of  us,  for  the  li- 
berty of  going  to  Sidonijah.  The  fame  day  we  con- 
tra(5ted  with  a  muliteer  for  carrying  us  to  Balbec ;  the 
cedars  of  mount  Lehanon  ;  the  convent  of  Canobine  ; 
and  from  thence  to  'Tripoli.  The  whole  fum  he  de- 
manded was  only  twenty-eight  piafters,  the  caphars 
included. 
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CHAP.     XVI. 

'Journey  to  Balbec,  probably  the  ancient  Heliopo- 
lis  ;  with  fome  obfervations  on  that  place,  and 
its  celebrated  temple, 

WE  fet  out  from  Damafcus  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, pafllng  through  its  fuburbs,  and  over 
the  plain  of  Salachie  -,  and  continuing  our  journey 
by  the  place  where  Mahomet  took  a  view  of  Da- 
mafcus  and  its  plain,  we  came  to  the  river  Barrady^ 
our  road  lying  for  fome  diftance  along  its  banks  ; 
after  which  we  paflfed  it  over  a  flone  bridge  csiWtdDum- 
mer.  A  little  farther  we  crofTed,  by  a  fmall  bridge, 
an  arm  of  the  Barrady,  brought  hither  by  art. 

On  our  coming  among  the  mountains,  we  faw  a 
fmall  ruined  building,  having  near  it  a  pillar,  faid 
to  be  the  grave  of  Abel,  and  the  fpot  where  he  was 
flain  by  his  brother.  At  night  we  took  up  our 
quarters  in  a  village  called  Sack.  The  next  day  we 
purfued  our  journey  over  a  plain  along  the  banks  of 
the  Barrady ;  but  left  that  river  before  the  evening, 
and  paffed  the  night  at  a  town  called  Bokai,  where 
an  hofpitable  acquaintance  of  one  of  our  muliteers 
entertained  us  with  a  fupper  in  the  country  fafhion, 
confiding  of  a  difli  of  eggs,  another  of  peafe,  a 
third  of  new  cheefe,  and  a  plate  of  honey.  A  few 
furlongs  from  this  town  we  faw,  on  the  declivity  of 
the  mountain,  the  ruins  of  a  cloifter, 

A  SMALL  diftance  farther  brought  us  to  the  foot  of 
^  very  fteep  mountain,  which  coft  us  an  hour  and  a 
half  before  we  reached  the  fummit  ^  and  in  our  de- 
fcent  we  left  the  large  vale  of  Bucca  on  the  left  hand  ; 
and  on  our  right,  for  above  a  league  and  a  half,  the 

whole 


266  Travels  through  part  of 

whole  country  was  covered  with  very  rich  vineyards 
to  the  tops  of  the  mountains.  The  Turks  them- 
felves  h.^re  make  a  pleafant  kind  of  liquor  from  the 
grapes,  by  boiling  them  for  a  confiderable  time  in 
water. 

We  next  entered  Balbec,  now  C2i\\e<^Baalhec,  which 
Is  probably  the  ancient  HeliopoUs^  or  City  of  the 
Sun  :  and  its  new  name  feems  to  correfpond  with  the 
ancient,  BaaU  in  the  Phoenician  language,  fignifying 
an  idol,  particularly  that  of  the  Sun.  And  what 
feems  to  confirm  me  in  my  opinion  that  Balhec  is 
the  •  ancient  Helicpclis^  was  a  medal  of  Philippus 
Casfar,  which  I  found  here.  He  is  on  one  fide  of 
it  reprefented  as  a  youth,  without  beard  or  crown, 
and  on  the  reverfe  are  two  eagles,  with  the  ends  of 
their  beaks  joined,  and  between  them  thefc  two 
words,  COL.  H  E  L  -,  whence  it  is  plain,  that  this 
city  was  Gt  that  time  a  colony.  Writers  differ,  both 
with  regard  to  the  ancient  name  of  this  city,  and  its 
founder. 

Petrus  Bellonius,  who  vifited  Balhec'miht  year 
154S,  affirms,  that  this  city  was  the  C^Jarea  Philippic 
mentioned  by  St.  Paul :  adding,  that  it  is  wafhed  by 
the  waters  of  the  Jordan.  But  whoever  has  feen 
Balhec,  muft  be  fully  convinced  this  opinion  is  erro- 
neous, and  the  reafons  very  weak  on  which  it  is 
founded.  Some  will  have  Balhec  to  be  the  ancient 
Palmyra ;  but  this  is  alfo  confuted  by  Sultan  Alulfe- 
da's  defcription  of  Arabia.  An  anonymous  Greek 
writer,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  Conftantine,  and 
whofe  work  may  be  found  in  Hudlbn's  collection, 
fays,  that  Heliopolis.,  fituated  near  mount  Lebanon^  is 
famous  for  the  beauty  of  its  women,  who  are  known 
by  the  name  of  Lihanotides.  And  Venus  is  here 
worfhiped  with  great  pomp,  that  goddefs  being  faid 
to  refide  here,  and  beftow  that  diilinguifinng  beauty 
on  the  women ;  who  are  infpired  by  the  Mufes  from 
mount  Lebanon  with  divine  eloquence. 

The 
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The  modern  Greeks  firmly  believe,  that  Balbec  is 
the  ancient  Nicomedia,  founding  their  opinion  on 
the  fuppofed  tower  ot  St.  Barba  found  here;  and  on 
the  words  of  Metaphraftus  and  other  writers,  who 
fay,  that  fhe  fuffered  martyrdom  at  HeliopoUs,  the 
true  name  of  this  city  ;  whereas  in  the  legends  it  is 
affirmed,  that  fhe  fuffered  at  Nicomedia,  a  city  of  the 
Lejfer  Afia. 

M.  Vaillant  mentions  a  medal  of  this  city,  on 
which  is  this  infcription  : 

BASIAEnS  ANTIOXOT  a>IAOn ATPOS,with the  letterH, 

which,  according  to  him,  denotes  HAIonOAITHN. 

And  on  the  medals  of  Caracalla,  the  fituation  of 
this  city  is  plainly  indicated  by 

HAionoAic  npoc  aibanon. 

HAIOnOAlC   EN    AIBANri. 

The  fame  alfo  occurs  in  thofe  of  the  emperors 
Geta,  Macrinus,  Pertinax,  Severus,  and  Philippus. 

According  to  Ulpian,  this  city  was  repaired,  or 
rather  fortified,  by  the  emperor  Severus,  for  a  colo- 
ny ;  though,  according  to  other  medals,  it  was  fuch 
before  his  time:  and  on  fo  me  ft  ruck  by  Philip  the 
Elder,  is  the  temple  of  Heliopolis,  and  over  it  this 
infcription ; 

I.     O.     M.     H. 
which  fignifies 

Jovi   Optimo  Maximo  Heliopolitano. 

And  under  the  temple 

COL.     I.     HE  L. 

Coknia  Julia   HeliopoJis, 
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La  Roque's  voyage  to  mount  Lebanon  may  alfo 
be  confulted  on  this  head,  where  are  three  medals 
with  this  temple  on  them,  but  in  different  views. 
One  of  thefe  medals  may  alfo  be  found  in  the  works 
of  Vaiilant.  The  others  have  on  them  thefe  words : 

COL.     IVL.     AVG.     FEL.     HEL. 

The  emperor  Heliogabalus  was  prieft  in  this  fa- 
mous temple  of  the  Sun ;  an  honour  he  thought 
worthy  of  being  perpetuated  by  medals ;  he  alfo  per- 
formed fome  facrifices  in  this  ftrudlure,  with  a  pomp 
and  folemnity  becoming  his  high  Ration. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  it  plainly  appears,  that 
Bailee  was  the  ancient  Heliopolis -.,  both  from  its 
fituation,  infcriptions,  and  medals,  which  have  been, 
and  ftill  are,  found  there.  And  alfo  from  comparing 
writers,  as  Strabo,  Pliny,  Jofephus,  Ptolemy,  Ste- 
phanus  de  Urbibus  -,  and  llTa  Bar  Al,  an  oriental 
writer,  in  his  Lexicon  Syriacum.  Modern  writers 
likewife  prove  this,  as  Cardinal  Vitri,  Adrichomius, 
Poftel,  &c. 

This  city  muft  not,  however,  be  confounded  with 
the  Heliopolis  near  Memphis  in  Egypt ;  nor  with  ano- 
ther Hiliopolis  in  a  different  part  of  Syria. 

M.  Vaillant,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  kings  of 
■Syria.,  has  fallen  into  a  grofs  error,  attributing  all 
that  Lucian  fays  of  the  Syrian  goddefs  to  Heliopolis  ; 
whereas  the  place  he  means  is  undeniably  Hierapolis., 
near  the  Euphrates,  the  very  name  of  the  goddels 
being  on  the  medals 

0EAC  CTPIAC    lEPAnOAITHN. 

There  is  alfo  great  uncertainty  both  with  regard 
to  the  founder  of  this  city,  and  the  ftupendous 
temple  built  there.  Diodorus  Siculus  faith,  "  The 
*'  fon  of  the  Sun  and  of  Rhodia  built  this  city,  and 

"  farther 
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"  farther  dedicated  this  vaft  ftrufture  to  the  Sun." 
Another  writer  lays,  that  *'the  inhabitants  fearing  a 
*'  neighbouring  power,  put  themfelves  under  the 
«'  protection  of  the  Sun,  eredled  a  ftatue  in  honour 
<<  of  him,  and  even  gave  his  name  to  the  city." 

From  an  eagle,  which  is  ftill  feen  on  the  temple, 
it  would  feem  as  if  it  had  been  confecrated  to  Jupi- 
ter i  and  concerning  this  there  are  ftill  extant  two 
medals  in  the  jefuit's  college  of  Paris,  one  of  Philip, 
and  the  other  of  Gallienus. 

Father  Hardouin  explains  the  infcription  on 
them,  which  is 

CERT.  SACK.  CAP.  OEC.  ISEL.  HEL. 

fignifying, 

Certamina  Sacra  Capitolina  Oecumenica  Ifelajlica  Helio- 
politana. 

And  on  the  reverfe  are  three  cups,  or  goblets,  which, 
according  to  the  fame  father,  indicate  the  prizes  of 
the  games  inftituted  theie  in  honour  of  Jupiter  Capi- 
tolinus.  For,  Certamina  Oecumenica  erant  ad  qu£  ad- 
mittebantur  certatores,  ex  ujiiverfo  orhe  [u) :  that  is. 
The  oecumenical  games  were  thofe,  in  which  compe- 
titors were  admitted  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 
The  mutilated  infcription  in  the  front  of  the  caftle 

DIIS:     HELIOPOL:::: 

ftill  lying  among  its  ruins,  intimates,  that  feveral 
gods  were  worfhiped  here  -,  for,  befides  Jupiter,  the 
Sun  had  alfo  a  temple  •,  and  to  Venus  belonged 
that  which  the  modern  Greeks  dedicated  to.  St. 
Barba,  and  of  which  only  a  part  is  remaining.     Pof- 

(a)  Plin.  lib.  xvi,  cap.  v. 
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fibly  it  may  be  the  fame  which,  in  the  time  of  Con- 
ftantine,  according  to  Eufebius,  was  dedicated  to 
the  Holy  Virgin. 

But  with  the  Turks  it  is  a  firm  perfuafion,  not  to 
be  removed  by  any  rcafonings.  That  all  the  ancient 
edifices  here  were  made  by  Ipirits.  And  the  Jews, 
as  appears  from  a  pafTage  ot  Benjamin,  are  no  lefs 
perfuaded,  that  king  Solomon  was  the  founder  -,  and 
that  this  is  the  building,  in  the  fcripture,  which  is 
termed  the  houfe  of  the  forefi  of  Lebanon.  This  is 
likewife  the  opinion  of  Father  Eugenius  Roger  •,  tho' 
Father  Quarcfimus,  in  his  voluminous  defcription  of 
the  Holy  Landy  has  at  large  confuted  this  pretence  of 
the  Jews.  Benjamin's  words  concerning  it  are  thefe  : 
Baalbecum  {x)^  five  Baghal  Beik,  cut  nomen  antiquum 
Baghala  fu'it^  in  valle  fit  a  fub  Libano^  a  Salomone  in 
Pharaonis  filia  gratiam  (^  ufum  condila^  extatque  ad- 
hue  palatii  flru^ura  pars,  cujus  lapides  Hifpanicas  pal' 
mas  vigenas  longitudine,  latitudine  vcro  duodenas  <£quant ; 
inter  quos  riullius  rei  ope  cohcffio  efi^fertiirque  njulgo  adi- 
ficium  illud  non  fuifj'e  hominum  manu  faMum^  fed  Af- 
modai,  id  eft,  Dcemonis  ciijufdam.  Atque  in  ipjo  eivita- 
tis  initio  fans  magnus  fcaturiens,  mediam  perlabitur 
urbem,  inftar  magni  fiuvii :  i.  e,  Baalbecum,  or  Baghal 
Beik,  whofe  ancient  name  was  Baghala,  ftands  in  a 
valley  at  the  foot  of  mount  Libanus,  and  was  built 
by  Solomon  for  Pharaoh's  daughter,  and  has  ftill 
remaining  a  part  of  the  palace,  the  ftones  of 
which  are  twenty  Spanifh  palms  in  length  and  twelve 
in  breadth,  joined  together  without  any  cement ;  and 
the  common  opinion  is,  that  this  building  Vt'as  not 
made  by  the  hands  of  men,  but  of  a  certain  dsemon, 
called  Afmod^eus:  and  at  the  very  entrance  ol  the 
city  is  a  fpring,  from  which  the  water  illues  and  runs 
through  the  place  like  a  large  river. 

Another  notion  of  the  Turks    is,  that  the  pro- 
phet Elias   reftored  the  purity    of    divine  worfliip 

(a)  In  itiner  Balbec,  p.  ^4. 
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here,  and,  by  his  preaching,  diflliaded  the  inhabitants 
from  worshiping  Baal  their  idol,  from  whom  the  city- 
has  its  name.  It  is  alfo  faid,  that  Calhanius,  the 
inventor  of  t!ie  Grascian  fire,  was  a  native  of  this 
city  ;  nnd  that  the  fire  was  firfl:  ufed  under  Conllan- 
tinus  Pogonotus,  at  the  fiege  of  Confiantimple, 

Father  Theodoret  mentions  two  Chriftians  who 
fuffered  martyrdom  here  ;  Eudocia,  a  lady  of  di- 
ftintftion,  under  Trajan,  and  Cyril,  under  Julian 
the  Apoflate.  Thefe  Chriftians,  it  feems,  had  thrown 
down  fevera!  idols,  a  pradice,  however,  univerfally 
condemned  by  their  councils.  And  Julian  was  fo  in- 
cenfed  at  it,  that  Chriftianity  very  narrowly  efcaped 
being  aboliflied  and  totally  extirpated  here. 

It  is  likewife  noticed,  that  a  certain  bifhop  of 
Tleliopolis,  called  Elias,  was  a  member  of  the 
council  o'[  ArJioch  in  the  year  378.  And,  according 
to  Ptolemy,  this  city  was  at  that  time  the  capital  of 
all  C&'lefyria.  In  the  year  485  Xenaius,  a  Perfian, 
and  likewife  a  Manichee,  was  biiliop  of  this  city, 
and  raifed  a  violent  perfecution  there  againft  the  or- 
thodox. This  city  has  had  feveral  mafters ;  being, 
in  the  time  of  Heraclius,  taken  by  Abricubiedah, 
lieutenant-general  to  Caliph  Omar  >  but  he  was  after- 
wards difpofl^efied  of  it  by  the  foldans  of  Egypt,  de- 
fcended  from  the  Mammeluks. 

Since  that  time  a  fovereign  refided  there,  Vv'ith 
the  tide  of  Balbec  -,  but  according  to  a  Perfian  hifto- 
rian,  called  Sherrefodin  Eli  Vardi,  who  has  written 
an  account  of  the  conquefts  of  Tunai  Beg,  common- 
Jy  called  Tamerlane.  This  warrior  made  himfelf  ma- 
iler of  it  in  the  year  140 1  ;  and  by  the  hiftory  of 
the  Crufades,  the  European  Princes  appear  to  have 
reigned  here  fome  time.  At  length,  with  all  Syria, 
it  fell  under  the  viftorious  arms  of  Selim  the  Firft. 
And  afterwards  feveral  calamitous  events  happened 
in  this  city,  by  vari-jus  jealoufics  and  competitions, 
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till  the  Grand  Signior  appointed  an  Aga,  who  fhould 
be  dependent  only  on  the  Porte. 

As  to  the  fituation  of  this  city,  it  is  extremely  de- 
lightful, efpecially  eaftward  toward  the  plain  of 
Bucca.  The  neighbouring  hills  likewife  are  moftly 
covered  with  vineyards,  which  produce  celebrated 
grapes.  Befides  the  Aga,  who  refides  here  as  the  re- 
prefentative  of  the  Sultan,  here  is  alfo  a  Greek  bifhop. 
The  Jews  alfo  have  a  fynagogue  here. 

The  walls  of  this  city,  of  which  the  remains  in 
fome  places  are  ftill  vifible,  were  formerly  of  very 
great  ftrength.  In  them  may  ftill  be  feen  feveral  vaft 
itones,  with  parts  of  ancient  infcriptions,  but  all 
placed  feparately  j  fo  that  on  the  one  is  (ttn 

VENERIS. 

on  others 

SEVERI.     CELNAE.     FIRMI.    VERl. 

but  I  could  no  where  fee  one  entire. 

The  circuit  of  this  city  round  the  walls,  is  now 
about  five  or  fix  miles  ;  though  there  are  many 
intervals  which,  inftead  of  being  inhabited,  are  plant- 
ed, and  fome  turned  into  garden-ground. 

The  houfes  within  the  city  are  low,  and  very  ill 
built ;  but  the  venerable  objeft  of  curiofity,  which 
draws  travellers  hither,  is  a  large  edifice,  now  called 
the  caflle  ;  but  which,  in  effect,  is  the  temple  fo 
frequently  mentioned  :  though  the  name  of  caftle 
has  been  given  it  from  the  Turks  having  fitted 
up  this  and  feveral  other  adjacent  buildings,  to  de- 
fend themfelvesagainfc  an  enemy  ;  and  the  fragments 
and  ruins  ftill  found  there,  plainly  appear  not  to  be 
of  the  fame  age,  efpecially  if  the  form  and  architedlurc 
of  them  are  confidered.  At  prefentthe  Turks  make 
no  ufe  of  this  caftle,  v/hich  is  utterly  going  to  ruin. 

In  our  view  of  thefe  ancient  edifices,  we  began 
with  the  large  arched  entrance,  where  we  were  lodged, 
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and  on  the  left  hand,  near  ir,  is  a  fpacious  chamber, 
or  which  may  rather  be  called  a  ftable  for  the  muli- 
teers.  Its  door  was  according  to  the  rules  of  elegant 
architecfture,  and  in  the  chamber  itfelf  we  obferv'ed 
a  head  in  baiTo-relievo-,  and  not  far  from  thence  ori 
a  ftone,  the  letters  D  I V I  S,  and  on  another 
M  O  S  C.  Oppofite  to  it,  on  the  right  fide,  is  a 
fecond  large  arched  pafT.ige,  which  brought  us  into 
a  third,  lying  parallel  with  the  firft,  and  of  the 
fame  length,  which  is  about  160  paces. 

At  the  end  of  thefe  paflages  we  found  ourfelves 
amidft  amazing  heaps  of  ruins,  a  great  pare  of  the 
very  door,  through  which  we  were  to  go  out,  being 
choaked  up  with  earth  and  ftones.  On  the  left  hand 
we  beheld  with  concern  the  beautiful  remains  of  an 
ancient  temple  ;  but  now  miferably  disfigured  by  the 
alterations  and  additions  of  the  Mahometans,  when 
they  converted  it  into  places  of  defence  -,  yet  what 
is  dill  fubfifting  fhews,  that  this  muft  have  been  an 
edifice  of  extraordinary  fplendor. 

The  portico  on  the  north-eaft  of  its  entrance  is  at 
prefent  all  in  ruins,  and  of  the  pillars,  which  were  fifty- 
four  in  number,  moft  art  broken.  The  whole  length  of 
the  temple  is  209  Wti,  and  about  104  in  breadth. 
It  is  furrounded  by  a  very  beautiful  colonade,  the 
pillars  of  which  are  of  the  Corinthian  order,  fix  or 
feven  feet  in  diameter,  and  very  near  forty-four  in 
height.  They  are  of  a  kind  of  white  ftone  called 
baftard  marble;  and,  though  of  fuch  a  length,  con- 
fill  only  of  three  pieces.  In  the  lower  part  of  them 
are  feveral  cavities,  or  holes,  made  by  the  Turks, 
for  fitting  in  the  Hiade. 

These  pillars  ftand  at  the  diftance  of  nine  {ttt 
from  each  other,  and  the  fame  from  the  will ;  on 
each  fide  are  fourteen,  and  at  the  ends  ei2;ht,  in- 
cluding thofe  at  the  angles.  On  the  fide  towards 
the  town  only  nine  are  now  left  ftanding,  the  reft  be- 
ing broken  or  fallen  to  ruins. 
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The  decorations  of  thefe  pillars,  together  with 
the  architraves  and  cornices,  are  of  the  utmoft  mag- 
nificence. 

The  top  of  this  colonade  confifts  of  vaft  (loncs, 
grooved  archwife,  covered  wiih  baffo-rtlievos  of  Pa- 
gan heroes  and  deities.  On  every  ftone  is  an  image  ; 
and  by  thefe  ftones  the  temple  walls  are  joined  ; 
among  others  I  fawa  beautiful  Ganymede  betwixt  an 
eagle's  talons,  with  his  wings  expanded,  as  flying 
away  with  him  -,  and  the  whole  of  an  admirable  execu- 
tion. After  this  we  entered  into  the  temp!e  itfelf, 
through  a  fmall  door  or  opening  made  in  the  modern 
wall,  wliich  is  eafily  diftinguiihable  from  the  an- 
cient. Having  with  difficuky  got  through  this  en- 
trance, we  found  ourfelves  diredly  before  the  temple 
door;  but  it  was  fo  covered  vvith  earth  and  ruins, 
that  there  was  no  taking  an  exaft  meafure  of  its 
height.  Over  it  is  another  baifo-relievo  of  an  eagle, 
whole  wings  take  up  a  great  part  of  the  breadth  of 
the  door  ;  and  on  each  fide  of  the  eagle  (lands  a 
Fame.  In  the  beak  of  the  eagle  are  ribbands,  from 
whence  defcend  garlands,  the  other  parts  of  which  are 
fupported  by  the  tv/o  Fames.  And  in  his  claws  he 
holds  a  caduccus.  Tho'jgh  this  piece  has  not  ef- 
caped  the  injuries  of  time,  it  Hill  bears  fuch  marks 
of  an  exquifite  taRe  in  architecture  and  fculpture, 
that  a  traveller  views  it  with  infinite  pleafure. 

The  length  of  the  infide  of  the  temple  is  about 
1 20  feet,  and  the  breadth  about  half  the  length. 
All  round  it  are  two  rows  of  pillars  in  the  walls,  that 
is,  one  over  another.  And  betwixt  thefe  pillars  are 
niches,  pofTibiy  for  the  reception  of  idols.  On  each 
fide  are  nine  of  thefe  niches  and  ten  pillars,  all  of  the 
Corinthian  order. 

AiBOUT  twenty-four  feet  from  the  door  are  the 
fragments  ot  two  pillars,  pcfiibly  as  fupporters,  or 
for  lome  partition  ;  as  on  each  fide  there  appears  to 
have  been  tv.o  fmall  doors  ;  and  on  the  right  fide 
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are  flill  to  be  ken  feveral  baffo- relievos  of  Tea- gods, 
tritons,  fifhes,  and  the  like.  The  whole  (Irudure 
now  makes  a  difmal  appearance.  Its  very  roof  lies 
icattered  in  ruins  on  the  floor  ;  yet  the  whole,  when 
attentively  conlidered,  fills  the  judicious  mind  with 
admiration  at  the  beauty  of  the  building,  and  the 
accuracy  of  the  ancient  architecSts. 

A  LITTLE  further  on  the  right  hand,at  fomediftance 
from  the  temple,  is  a  row  of  nine  large  Corinthian 
pillars,  of  a  greater  height  than  thofe  in  the  temple  : 
we  obferved  feveral  other  places  where  fuch  pillars  had 
flood,  the  ruins  now  lying  on  the  ground.  To  what 
kind  of  building  thofe  feveral  rows  of  pillars  belonged, 
can  be  only  matter  cf  conjd6i:ure.  But  certain  it  is, 
that  this  likewife  muft  have  been  a  very  fplendid 
piece  of  architedure. 

In  returning  ht-nce  towards  the  arched  pa0age  we 
palled  along  by  the  remains  of  another  very  flately 
building,  the  walls  of  which  were  diverfified  with 
niches  and  pillars,  and  even  partitions  of  chambers ; 
and  all  of  the  mod  exadl  regularity,  and  correfpond- 
ing  with  other  chambers  on  the  oppofite  fide.  We 
likewife  favv  feveral  large  fragments  of  granite  pil-^ 
lars  J  in  the  third  pafla^e,  which  is  parallel  to  the 
firft  and  next  to  the  temple,  the  Turks  were  making 
ropes. 

Being  come  out  again,  and  walking  round  the 
edifice,  it  was  not  without  amazement,  that  we  faw 
in  the  wall  which  furrounds  the  whole,  thofe  large 
fioncs  mentioned  by  Mr.  JN'Iaundrell,  and  which  are 
the  remains  of  the  old  wall.  Among  others  I  faw  a 
(lone  which  I  can  affirm  to  be  fixty- three  feet  in 
length :  though  moil  of  the  others  were  not  under 
lixty,  twelve  feet  high,  and  the  fame  in  breadth. 

These  llones  lye  contiguous  to  each  other  in  a  rov/, 
and  at  the  height  of  twenty  feet  from  the  ground  ; 
and  it  is  from  the  difnculty  of  accounting  how  fuch 
huge  bodies  could  be  placed  there  in  fuch  a  pofition, 
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i^hat  the  country  people  fay  they  were  brought  by  the 
devil. 

Not  far  from  this  caflle  or  temple,  and  within  the 
city,  in  the  quarter  where  the  Greeks  live,  is  ano- 
ther piece  of  antiquity,  being  a  fmall  round  building, 
confifting  of  the  like  ftoncs  as  thofe  in  the  temple. 
And  Montcomys,  in  his  Travels,  compares  it  to  the 
temple  of  Janus  at  Rome.  This  the  Greeks  believe 
to  be  the  tower  or  caftle  where  St.  Barba  was  con- 
fined J  and  on  this  account  they  have  turned  it  into 
a  place  of  worfhip,  and  confecrated  it  to  her.  This 
fmall  temple  has  likewife  a  wall,  niches  and  pil- 
lars of  the  Corinthian  order,  decorated  with  ar- 
chitraves, cornices,  and  the  like,  of  mod  exquifite 
workmanfhip.  The  niches  are  in  number  five,  and 
formerly  ferved  for  placing  images  in.  On  each 
fide  of  a  niche  is  a  pillar,  of  which  fix  are  ftill  (land- 
ing intire.  After  taking  a  view  of  this  ftrudure 
from  without,  we  went  into  a  Greek's  houfe,  whence, 
upon  the  terras,  we  could  have  a  plainer  view  of  it, 
which  otherwife  the  houfes  about  it  deprived  us  of. 

From  this  terras  we  f^w  the  door,  which  the 
Greeks  have  now  mured  up ;  it  is  very  large  and 
ftately,  and  formerly  had  two  prodigious  pillars  on 
each  fide.  This  fmall  building  might  pofiibly  have 
been  a  temple,  or  part  of  a  larger  Ilrufture,  at  pre- 
fent  totally  ruined  ;  and  one  would  think,  that  a  part 
of  the  roof  being  fupported  by  a  pier,  which  itfelf 
leans  to  one  fide,  would  every  inftant  fall  down. 
Why  the  Greeks  are  fo  negligent  in  letting  this 
building  go  to  ruin,  though  they  perform  their  wor- 
fhip in  it,  I  know  not  •,  unlefs  the  Turks  will  not  give 
them  leave  to  make  any  repairs. 

Having  fo  far  fatisfied  our  curioficy,we  went  to  the 
end  of  the  city,  to  obferve  a  large  pillar,which  appear- 
ed to  be  of  the  Doric  order.  It  feems  to  have  ferved 
for  conveying  v/ater,  fome  ftill  dropping  down  from 
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feveral  parts  of  it.  This  pillar  is  about  fifty-eight 
fcct  in  height,  and  four  and  a  half  in  diameter. 

A  LITTLE  without  the  city,  on  the  eafh  fide,  is  a 
molt  beautiful  meadow,  finely  watered  by  two  or  three 
rivulets,  and  though  much  fmaller  than  the  Ager 
Bamafcenus,  yet  very  much  refembles  it.  Thcfe  ri- 
vulets alfo  diftribute  their  waters  through  the  city, 
and  among  the  gardens  in  the  neighbourhood.  On 
the  fide  of  one  of  the  rivulets  the  city  aga  has  builc 
a  very  fightly  chiofl<,  or  pavillion,  for  his  parties  of 
pleafure  j  and  near  the  fpring,  where  the  water  pre- 
cipitates itfelf  into  a  large  bafon,  arc  feveral  ruins, 
and  an  ancient  mofque. 

Having  feen  every  thing  worth  notice,  we  left 
thefe  magnificent  ruins,  to  continufj  our  journey  to 
mount  Lebanon. 


C  II  A  P.    XVII. 

"Journey  to  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,  the  coircent  cj 
Canobine,  cfr.  with  an  account  of  the  Maro- 
nites, 

AFTER  our  departure  from  Balbec^  and  travelling 
about  an  hour  along  the  plain  of  Bucca,  we 
perceived  a  horfeman  coming  full  fpeed  after  us  from 
the  city,  and,  on  riding  up  to  us,  ordered  us  to  frop  ; 
he  was  foon  after  followed  by  three  janizaiies  well 
armed,  and  mounted  on  mules.  Thefe  ordered  us 
to  return  with  them,  the  aga  wanting  to  fpeak  to  us : 
at  the  fame  time  they  made  themfelves  maffers  of  our 
lire-arms,  and  began  to  treat  us  as  prifoners ;  but  on 
our  fignifying  that  we  were  provided  with  a  firman 
from  the  Grand  Signior,  their  heat  abated.  Being 
now  arrived  at  the  gate  of  the  city,  we  deured  to  be 
carried  direftly  to  the  aga,  that  v/e  might  know  of 

T  3  him 


2j%  Travels  through  part  of 

him  the  reafon  of  this  moleftation  :  in  the  mean  time 
came  the  odobaf].:i,  an  officer  of  the  aga's  houfhold, 
who,  after  faluting  us  with  great  compJaifance,  gave 
us  to  underftand  what  the  matter  was  •■,  namely,  that 
a  certain  very  intelligent  man  had  carekilly  watched 
all  our  motions,  near  the  above-mentioned  fpring, 
and  that  he  had  leen  us  mark  feveral  things  in  a  book ; 
which  the  people  of  the  city  being  informed  of,  con- 
ftrued  to  our  difadvantage,  and  imagined  us  to  be  for- 
cerers  come  hither,  by  incantation,  to  dry  up  the 
fpring  :  And  this  they  alledged  had  once  before 
been  the  cafe  by  two  Franks  going  to  the  fpring  with 
paper  and  pencil,  and  who  had  looked  on  it  with  an 
evil  eye.  However,  all  this  we  took  only  as  a  pre- 
tence of  the  odobafki,  to  extort  a  few  fequins  from 
us  ;  for  he  feemed  very  little  troubled  with  any  fuch 
fuperflitlon.  He  alfo  enquired,  whether  it  was  not 
true,  that  we  had  a  book  with  us ;  on  which  I  imme-? 
diately  fhewed  him  Maundrell's  Travels,  and  pointed 
to  him,  where  the  infcription  en  a  flone  near  the 
fpring  is  inferted  intire. 

We  were  afterwards  conduced  to  the  aga,  fol- 
lowed by  troops  of  the  populace  of  all  ages;  even 
the  very  women  ventured  to  come  out  of  their  cham- 
bers, where  they  are  kept  as  prifoners,  in  order  to 
vent  their  imprecations  againft  us,  as  forcerers  full  of 
wicked  defigns.  Being  come  to  the  aga's  houfe,  our 
ArmiCnian  fervant,  fortunately  meedng  feveral  of 
his  countrymen  amongft  the  aga's  houfhold,  ac- 
quainted them,  and  likewife  the  aga's  fecretary,  of 
our  affairs  -,  adding,  that  we  were  perfons  of  fome 
confideration ;  that  we  had  the  Grand  Signior's  fir- 
man, for  travelling  all  over  his  dominions ;  and,  that 
this  was  the  firft  affront  that  had  any  where  been 
offered  to  us.  _    ^  .  » 

The  fecretary,  who  was  a  Chriftian  of  this  coun- 
try, and  the  Turks  then  prefent,  laughed  at  fuch 
jidiculous   fuperltition ;    vyent    to    make    a    report 

to 
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to  the  ag:\,  who  had  then  other  bufinefs  on  his  hands, 
and  foon  returned,  accompanied  by  another  officer 
of  the  aga's,  with  diredlions,  that  we  might  depart 
when  we  plealed,  both  ojf  them  at  the  fame  time  lay- 
ing, Ofgeldi,  that  is,  Tou^re  welcome. 

It  was  our  good  lortune,  that  thl<^  aga  was  but 
lately  appointed  to  his  government;  for  an  Englifli 
merchant  of  Aleppo  did  nor  come  ofi^  fo  eafily,  though 
the  accufation  againfl  him  was  equally  groundlefg 
and  frivolous  •,  but  his  ili-ufage  has  been  a  warning; 
that  all  merchants  going  thither  never. fail  to  procure 
a  recommendation  to  an  aga  ;  and,  in  order  to  obtain 
a  better  reception,  add  fome  little  prefent. 

We  now  fct  out  a  fecond  time  from  Baibec,  tra- 
velling along  the  plain  through  fcveral  villages  ;  and 
at  about  two  hours  from  the  city,  a  little  on  our  left 
hand,  we  faw  a  pillar  of  the  Corinthian  order,  confid- 
ing of  fifteen  blocks  of  ftone  placed  on  each  other, 
to  the  height  of  fifty-feven  feet,  and  five  feet  diame- 
ter. The  caufe  of  its  being  erected  here  is  utterly 
unknown  •,  there  remaining  on  the  pedeftal  not  the 
ieaft  appearance  or  trace  of  any  infcription. 

This  night  we  lay  in  a  village  called  Derachmngh^ 
together  with  a  mixed  company  of  Drufes,  Syrians, 
&c.  and  the  following  day  we  came  to  a  range  of 
hills,  on  the  tops  of  which  the  cooluefs  was  fome- 
thing  more  than  refrefliing  ;  and  continuing  our  jour- 
ney, we  came  to  the  great  mountain  Lebanon  itfelf^ 
where  the  fnow  was  not  as  yet  fallen.  The  afcent  to 
the  fummit  of  the  mountain  took  us  up  five  hours 
along  a  very  toilfome  road  -,  though  wc  had  very  fine 
weather,  and  the  fun  mitigate  1  the  cold.  Here  is  a 
very  delightlul  prolpcft  ealcward  over  the  plain  of 
Bucca,  and  wellvvard  over  the  {^tl. 

In  ourdefcent  from  this  mountain  we  took  a  guide, 
that  we  might  not  mifs  the  place  of  the  cedars.  .  The 
country  people   call  tIV?m  errs\    and  thefe  trees-,  a ra 

'i^  ^  vei'y. 
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very  remarkable,  both  on  account  of  their  great  an^ 
tiquify,  and  the  meniion  made  of  them  in  Scripture. 
Vv'e  obfcrved  them  of  very  different  ages  :  the  younger 
fhoc  up  vertically,  wirh  thtir  branches  expanded  all 
round  •,  but  the  old  ftandards  have  a  low  and  coarfe 
ftem,  net  above  fix  feet  high  to  the  branches,  grow- 
ing like  fruit-trees  in  figure;  v/hereas  the  younger 
make  a  much  more  ftately  appearance,  not  a  litde 
refembling  pine-trees  •,  but  the  leaves  of  the  old  and 
the  young  are  perfc6tly  alike. 

'T I  s  faid,  that  the  old  cedars,  with  large 
JDranche..,  in  the  time  of  a  great  fnow,  raife  them  up, 
that  the  weight  of  the  fnow  may  not  break  them,  and 
thus  acquire  the  figure  of  a  pyramid  -,  but  I  am  apt 
to  think,  that  the  tops  of  the  old  cedars  have  been 
lopped  ofi^j  and  that  they  afterwards  expanded  their 
branches,  on  ail  fides,  like  truit-trees.  We  obferved 
no  more  than  eleven  of  the  ancient  -,  but  the  young 
far  exceeded  that  number.  Some  of  the  ancient  are 
four  or  five  fathom  in  circumference,  with  feveral 
names  cut  on  them. 

Against  one  of  thefe  great  cedars  is  erefled  an 
altar,  vs?here  the  clergy  of  Tripoli  and  the  neighbour- 
ing convent  of  Majjarki  fometimes  celebrate  mafs  ; 
on  this  tree  are  five  limbs,  each  of  them  refem- 
bling a  fubftantial  tree,  being  an  hundred  feet  in 
length,  and  in  fome  places  fpreading  themfelves  four- 
teen or  fifteen  feet  from  the  ground. 

The  fruit  fomewhat  refembles  a  pine-apple  ;  and 
in  the  fummer  time  the  tree,  without  any  incifion, 
yields  a  gum,  which  is  accounted  a  good  fudorific, 
and  of  great  virtue  in  gangrenes.  It  is  alfo  ufed  in 
fractures  and  diQocaiions. 

Here  is  likewife  Theophraftus*s  thucia^  which  we 
call  arbor  vita. 

On  this  mountain  we  met  with  flones,  which  have 
all  the  appearance  of  being  formerly  mud,  having 
^khin  them  fifhes  bone?,  anti  in  foine  intire  fifhes, 
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and  thus  feem  to  be  antediluviana,  or  memdHals  of 
the  deluge.  Thefe  are  Jikewife  mentioned  by  the 
ancients  (7) :  and  Michael  Glyea(2:)  fpeaks  thus  of 
the  in  :  Jojephus  enim  narrate  [axis  ex  cacuminihus 
montts  Libani  abruptis^  multos  f.ffirmaffe  in  limo  indura" 
tos  cavitatibus  montis  inventos  fidjje  :  i.  e.  For  on  great 
ftones  being  taken  from  the  fummit  of  mount  Le- 
banon^ Joft-phus  relates,  that  feveral  perfons  affirm 
to  have  found  in  the  cavities  of  the  mountain  fifties 
indurated  in  the  mud. 

Being  now  defcended  from  mount  Lebanon,  we 
went  to  the  vill.ige  PJarre  ;  the  way  along  the  moun- 
tain was  not  only  very  rugp;ed,  but  fo  intricate,  that 
without  a  guide  our  company  had  certainly  loft 
themfelves.  In  the  mean  time  we  here  palled  by  a 
convent  called  Mafarkt,  belonging  to  tl-e  Carmelites. 
It  lies  low,  and  as  it  were  in  a  deep  bottom,  facing 
a  large  chafm  of  the  miOuntains,  which  extends  to  the 
plain  of  Tripoli. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  chafm  is  a  large  river, 
formed  from  the  waters  defcending  from  the  top 
of  mount  Lebanon.  And  certainly  this  is  one  of  the 
moft  agreeable  fpots  that  can  be  imagined,  for  thofc 
who  are  difpofed  to  a  lolitary,  contemplative  life. 

Half  an  hour  after  we  came  to  Pfarre,  a  village, 
intirely  inhabited  by  Maronite  Chrillians ;  as  are 
moft  of  thofe  in  mount  Lebanon.  It  was  once  the 
feat  of  a  Maronite  bilhop,  whole  letter  to  Pope  Leo 
the  Xth  was  thought  worthy  to  be  read  in  the  fifth 
council  of  Laterean. 

In  this  village  is  made  an  excellent  wine  ♦,  and 
here  we  took  a  guide  to  the  convent  Canobine,  it  be- 
ing about  three  or  four  hours  diflant ;  but  it  was 
dark  before  we  reached  it,  the  way  being  as  bad  us 
ever  v^as  travelled. 


(ji)  See  Compendium  Hiftor,  Cedar,  p.  15, 
{«)  Annales,  i'art  il.  p.  io5, 
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Thps  convent  called  Canobine  from  the  Greek 
KoivoQiov,  and  faid  to  be  founded  by  the  Emperor 
Theodofius,  lies  northward  of  the  above-mentioned 
chafm,  at  the  entrance  of  a  large  cavern,  on  a  preci- 
pice in  the  middle  of  the  mountain.  This  place  is 
likewife  very  well  adapted  to  folitude  and  recolledtion; 
under  it  runs  a  rivulet,  the  water  of  which  makes 
an  agreeable  murmuring,  and  all  the  neighbouring 
places  are  covered  with  herbage  and  trees.  The 
monks  have  their  kitchen  garden,  and  their  vineyards, 
fufficient  for  their  own  moderate  ufe,  with  fome  mul- 
berry and  olive-trees. 

As  to  the  building  itfelf,  it  is  very  far  from  being 
fplendid,  and  is  eafily  feen  to  have  gone  thro'  more 
than  one  repair ;  though  the  greatefl:  part  of  the  con- 
vent is  under  ground,  and  hewn  out  of  the  rock,  par- 
ticularly the  kitchen  and  other  fmall  offices. 

The  church  itfelf  may  be  faid  to  be  only  a  large 
cave,  fitted  up  as  well  as  pofTible  for  divine  worfliip, 
though  at  the  fame  time  very  dark.  It  has  feveral 
paintings,  faid  to  be  fent  hither  by  devout  perfons 
from  Europe.  The  convent  belongs  to  the  Maro- 
nites,  of  whom  the  patriarch  generally  refides  here  -, 
but  both  his  apartm.ent,  and  all  the  furniture,  feem 
little  agreeable  to  his  dignity.  The  whole  number 
of  religious  we  found  here  was  only  five,  and 
thefe  living  but  very  indifferently  •,  though,  when 
the  patriarch  is  here,  the  number  is  increafed,  and 
they  fare  fomething  better. 

The  Maronites,  to  mention  it  curforily,  derive 
their  name  from  a  certain  monk,  or  abbot,  called 
Maron,  and  whom  accordingly  they,  in  their  maffes, 
mention  and  worihip  as  a  faint. 

Some,  as  William  of  Tyre,  and  the  cardinals  Baro- 
nius  and  Vitri,  who  have  given  an  account  of  this 
Maron,  fay,  that  he  and  all  his  followers  were  mo- 
nothelites,  or  hereticks,  allowing  but  of  one  will  in 
Chrifti  which  herefy,  after  a  fchifm  from  the  Romilh 
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church  of  500  years,  they,  in  the  year  1182,  ab- 
jured before  Aimericus,  patriarch  01  Antioch,  who 
lived  in  the  time  of  William  of  'Tyre,  and  was  the 
third  patriarch  of  that  church. 

Father  Alexander  affirms,  that  the  Maronites, 
after  their  dodrines  had  been  condemned  in  the  fixth 
council,  perfevered  in  rhe  fame  errors  :  and,  as  a 
proof  of  this,  quotes  Timotheus  of  Conjiantinople^ 
who  wrote  of  the  herefies  oi  his  time. 

Marcus,  bifhop  of  Porto,  in  his  Chronicle  of 
the  order  of  St.  Francis,  infifis  on  the  Maronites  be- 
ing firft  converted  in  1450,  by  the  learning  and 
unwearied  afliduity  of  Father  Griptiar,  a  Cordelier. 
Others  derive  the  origin  of  the  Maronites  from 
India. 

Hov/EVER,  the  Maronites  and  their  writers  deny 
all  that  William  of  'Tyre  has  wrote  concerning  their 
herefy  and  converfion  in  the  year  1182,  and  charge 
him  with  having  taken  his  whole  account  from  Euty- 
chius,  patriarch  q^  Alexandria,  a  man  of  no  parts  or 
learning,  and  who  lived  in  the  tenth  century. 

They  further  add,  that  in  the  time  of  the  emperors 
Mauritius  and  Phocas,  there  was  no  controverfy 
^bout  the  herefy  of  the  monothelites,  like  that  which 
Eutychius  has  advanced.  And  that  an  herefiarch, 
of  the  name  of  Maron,  is  not  fo  much  as  mentioned  : 
and  that  no  fuch  thing  is  found  in  Timotheus,  tho* 
quoted  by  Father  Alexander,  in  fupport  of  what  he 
had  advanced. 

They  alfo  look  on  the  Chronicle  of  the  order  of 
St.  Francis,  asapocryplial. 

According  to  the  Maronites  themfclves.  Abbot 
Maron  lived  in  the  beginning  of  the  iifth  century, 
and  fpcnt  part  of  his  tinie  as  a  hermit  in  the  defert ; 
and  his  difciplcs  are  faid  to  have  built  feveral  con- 
vents in  Syria,  the  chief  of  which  Hands  on  the  banks 
pf  the  Orontes,  near  the  Paviea.  With  thefe  difci- 
plcs joined  great  nunibers  of  Chrirtiaas  from  Syria, 
I  who, 
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■who  afterwards  came  to  be  known  by  the  appella- 
tion of  Maronites. 

These  Maronites  have  two  forts  of  bifhops,  fuch 
as  thofe  among  the  Roman  Catholics ;  and  the  ab- 
bots of  convents,  who  have  no  cure  of  fouls,  nor 
wear  the  epifcopal  habit,  nor  have  any  other  infignia 
of  their  office,  except  that,  in  celebrating  mafs,  they 
are  diitinguifhed  by  the  mitre  and  crofier. 

We  now  fct  out  from  the  convent  of  Ca^iohine, 
along  a  very  difficult  and  winding  road  on  the  flopc 
of  the  mountains,  yet  with  the  pleafure  of  being  al- 
ways under  the  Ihade  of  pines  or  other  trees  j  for, 
though  it  was  now  Odlober,  the  fun  would  otherwife 
have  been  very  troublefome :  this  pleafure  was  alfo 
heightened  by  feveral  cafcades  falling  into  the  rivulet 
which  ferpentized  through  the  valley  below. 

Tkis  rivulet  we  croHed  over  a  flone  bridge,  and 
about  an  hour  farther  loft  our  way  -,  but  fortunately 
meeting  with  fome  fhepherds,  they  brought  us  into 
the  road  from  Bamafcus  into  I'ripoli,  that  which  we 
intended  to  go  being  part  of  the  vv^ay  impradlicable  5 
we  now  again  came  down  into  the  level  country, 
having  on  our  right  hand  a  Greek  convent,  and  on 
the  top  of  a  mountain  we  faw  a  fmall  edifice,  with 
a  church  called  CentoucA,  and  dedicated  to  the  Blefled 
Virgin. 

We  next  entered  on  the  plain  of  Tripoli,  where 
we  faw  feveral  villages,  but  mofi:ly  deferted  on  ac- 
count of  the  exadions  and  violences  of  the  Pafcha. 
And  after  pafTing  through  woods  of  olive-trees,  we 
found  ourfelves  near  Tripoli,  without  knowing  it, 
having  kept  our  eyes  continually  towards  the  fea, 
where  there  is  a  large  place  with  feveral  white  towers, 
or  caftles,  and  which  we  had  taken  for  the  town  it- 
felf. 

Here  we  were  very  courteoufly  met  by  the  Englifh 
Vice-conful,  to  whom  we  had  before  fent  our  bag- 
gage in  a  veffei  from  Sl  John  d*Acri, 
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CHAP.     XVIII. 

Account  of  the  city  of  Tripoli,  and  its  neigh' 
bourhood. 

TH  E  city  of  Tripoli^  by  the  Turks  called  I'ra- 
polos,  i.e.  three  cities,  and  to  which  they  often 
add  Simn,  or  'J he  Noble,  (an  epithet  alfo  common  to 
Damafcus)  derives  its  origin  from  three  contiguous 
towns,  or  which,  at  leaft,  were  but  a  ftadium,  or 
125  paces  from  each  other.  The  firft  town  was  an- 
ciently inhabited  by  the  Arabs,  the  fccond  by  the 
Sidonians,  and  the  third  by  the  Tyrians ;  though  the 
new  city  is  not  built  on  the  fite  of  the  former,  be- 
ing farther  from  the  fea.  At  prefent  it  is  about  three 
miles  in  circuit.  The  greateil  length  is  from  north. 
to  fouth,  and  it  lies  betwixt  an  eminence  on  which  the 
caflle  ftands,  and  a  fand-hill,  or  down,  of  which  I 
fhall  fpeak  in  the  fcquel. 

It  is  tolerably  handfome  for  a  Turkifh  city,  mod 
of  the  houfcs  being  of  free-ftone,  and  everyone  has  its 
terras,  on  which,  in  the  fummer  nights,  the  inhabi- 
tants deep.  It  is  likewlfe  populous,  with  plentiful 
markets  :  among  others,  there  is  a  bazar,  where  all 
kinds  of  rich  ituffs  are  fold-,  and  from  the  pillars 
Hill  remaining,  it  appears  to  have  been  a  Chriftian 
church. 

The  city  is  well  watered  ;  for,  befides  a  river 
of  the  fame  name  running  through  it,  every  houfe 
is  furniflied  with  waters  by  means  of  pipes.  This 
plenty  of  water  the  city,  owes  to  mount  Lebanon. 
Here  is  likewif:'  a  very  fpacious  and  (lately  kane  for 
the  ufe  of  the  TurkiRi  traders,  and  in  the  court  a 
beautiful  rcfervoir,  \va:er   being  abfolutely  necefTary 

in 
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in  fuch  places,  were  it  only  on  account  of  their  reli- 
gious cuftoms. 

The  Vice-conful,  with  whom  we  lodged,  had  in 
the  upper  part  of  his  houfe  a  moft  elegant  room  in 
the  form  of  a  dome,  and  in  the  middle  of  it  a  mar- 
ble fountain  continually  playing  ;  the  kitchen  hke- 
wife,  and  the  ncceffary  retreats  of  the  houfe,  were 
not  without  a  fountain,  which,  in  a  country  where 
otherwife  the  heat  is  in  fome  meafure  infupportable, 
is  extremely  refrefhing. 

From  the  conful's  houfe  we  had  a  view  of  a 
Jarge  mvofque,  which  formerly  had  been  the  cathedral 
of  the  Chriftians  •,  as  moft  of  the  mofques  here  were 
originally  confecrated  edifices :  we  found  here  but 
one  Engiifh  houfe,  that  of  the  vice-conful  ;  whereas 
the  French  have  nine.  The  Englifli  vice-conful  is 
here  appointed  by  the  conful  of  Aleppo.  Formerly 
here  were  alfo  Dutch  merchants  -,  but  our,  trade  to 
this  country  having  diverted  into  another  channel, 
what  accidental  bufinefs  any  of  our  merchants  or  fhips 
may  have  to  tranfad  here,  is  managed  by  theEnglilh 
vice-conful. 

Among  other  Chriftians,  here  are  feveral  regulars, 
as  jefuits  who  have  a  fettled  dwelling,  and  likewife 
capuchins,  whofe  convent  is  very  elegant,  and  deco- 
rated with  a  beautiful  garden  ;  as  likewife  the  fathers 
of  the  Holy  Land,  and  the  Carmelites,  w^hofe  garden 
is  particularly  charming,  and  curioufly  planted  with 
oranges  and  lemons.  This  is  one  of  the  three  convents 
m  Syria  belonging  to  this  order,  the  fecond  being  on 
mount  Carmel,  and  the  third  near  Pfarriy  on  mount 
Lei'anon. 

Being  once  invited  to  the  capuchins,  one  of  the 
fathers  related  to  me,  that  he  had  been  acquainted 
with  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Ifaac,  a  Greek,  and  fo 
variable  in  his  religious  fentiments,  that  after  embra- 
cing Judaifm  he  had  turned  to  Mahometanifm,  and 
after  went  over  to  the  Drufes,  pretending  to  be  ori- 
ginally 
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ginally  of  their  country,  and  by  degrees  Co  gained 
their  efleem,  that  they  let  him  into  the  chief  princi^ 
pies  of  their  religion,  and  the  rites  of  their  worHiip  ; 
the  principal  of  all  which,,  was  to  conceal  them  from 
fuch  who  had  not  a  capacity  to  comprehend  them, 
and  ftill  more,  from  thofe  of  another  perfuafion. 
This  Greek  having  thus  acqui'-ed  the  knowledge  of 
their  my(teries,  clandeftinely  difiippeared,  and  gave 
a  detail  of  them  to  this  father,  who  was  pleafed  to 
communicate  them  to  me,  with  a  fliort extradl  from 
their  principal  books  relating  to  points  of  faith  •,  but 
thefe  I  fhall  refer  to  the  following  chapter,  that  I  may 
proceed  without  interruption. 

The  vice-conful,  who  was  in  all  refpecTcs  a  very 
fine  gentleman,  made  me  a  prefent  of  an  eagle-flone, 
as  it  is  called,  faid  to  be  found  in  the  neft  of  thac 
bird  -,  tho'  others  look  upon  this  as  a  meer  fiction.  Ic 
is  generally  of  a  chefnut  colour,  and  has  feveral 
fmailer  ilones,  or  nuclei,  which  make  a  rattling  with- 
in it.  This  the  Latins  call  lapis  dstites,  and  is  chiefly 
found  in  Egypt  *,  though  the  beft,  as  I  was  afTured, 
are  thofe  or  England  and  Ireland  -,  and,  as  fome  pre- 
tend, it  is  of  wonderful  efncacy  in  promoting  partu- 
rition :  Concerning  which  there  is  a  current  ftory  of  a 
French  gentleman  of  Malta,  that  his  wife  having  a 
difficult  time,  he  bound  one  of  thefe  flones  on  her 
left  thigh,  and  foon  alter  the  virtue  of  this  ftone  was 
verified  by  an  eafy  delivery. 

I  HERE  procured  likewife  fome  petrified  olives, 
and  other  kinds  of  ftones,  on  which  are  the  impref- 
fions  of  fidies  :  the  former  are  chiefly  found  in  the 
mountains  of  Caftravan,  betwixt  Tripoli  and  Beirut, 
and  the  latter  on  mount  Lebanon, 

In  a  very  curious  colle6'ion  of  medah,  which  a 
French  gentleman  has  here  made  at  a  very  eafy  rate, 
I  faw  a  large  Helicgahalus,  on  the  rcyerfe  of  whicii 
was  a  temple,  with  this  infcription, 

T  P  I  n  Q  A  I  T  U  N. 
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The  town  of  "Tripoli  has  undergone  many  vi- 
ciiTitudes,  and  pafTed  to  feveral  mafters.  In  the 
year  638,  under  the  emperor  HeracHus,  the  Saracens 
got  it  into  their  hands.  In  the  year  1 109,  Raimond, 
count  of  Thoulofe^  took  it,  and  his  defcendents  held  it 
till  1221  ;  when  they  were  difpoffefled  by  Melchife- 
dek  king  of  Egypt.  In  the  year  1400  it  was  laid  in 
afhes  by  Tamerlane.  And  at  lafl,  in  the  year  15 15, 
fell  under  the  dominion  of  the  Turks  j  from  whom 
it  was  wreiled,  in  1630,  by  Emir  Faccardin,  fove- 
reign  of  the  Drufes ;  but  the  Turks  foon  recovered 
it,  and  it  continues  in  their  hands  to  this  day. 

On  one  fide  of  the  city  is  ftill  remaining  a  caflle, 
which  commands  the  whole  place-,  and  what  is  re- 
markable, under  the  Turkifli  government,  is  kept 
in  very  good  condition. 

The  Fafcha,  though  governor  of  the  city,  does 
not  live  in  the  caftle,  but  in  a  private  feraglio,  the 
commanding  officer  there  being  under  an  aga,  fent 
by  the  Grand  Signior,  and  has  under  him  a  body  of 
janizaries  ;  and  this  particular  I  obferved  in  ail  the 
towns  of  the  Levant,  except  Cairo,  the  Pafcha  never 
lefiding  in  the  caftle,  but  always  in  a  private  pa- 
lace. 

Some  diftance  to  the  weflward  of  the  town  is  a 
fand-hill,  daily  increafing  by  the  fand  being  continu- 
ally driven  to  it  by  the  wind.  On  the  top  the  Turks 
have  built  a  fummer-houfe,  whither  they  often  reforc 
to  breathe  the  frefli  air,  and  converfe  on  different 
topics ;  but  never  without  a  pipe  in  their  mouths. 
They  have  from  hence  a  moft  delightful  profpeft 
both  of  the  fea  and  the  city  •,  this  fand-hill,  however, 
is  a  thorn  in  thsireyes,  on  account  of  a  prophecy,  to 
which  they  give  entire  credit.  The  prophecy  is 
this :  That  one  time  or  other  the  city  will  be  buried 
by  this  fand-hill. 

We  next  went  to  the  village  on  its  fide,  which, 
like  all  the  ports  of  the  Levant,  is  called  Scalak.     It 
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IS  about  halt  an  hour's  walk  from  the  town,  Jics  very- 
low,  and  in  a  marihy  ground,  fo  that  the  air  is  much 
lefs  pure  than  in  the  city.  Here  the  mafter  of  the 
cuftoms  refides.  He  farms  the  revenue  of  the  Paf- 
cha  for  eighty  purfes  per  annum. 

The  whole  country  is,  as  it  were,  covered  with 
plantations  of  mulberry-trees,  for  the  manufadure  of 
filk.  Th-at  of  Tripoli  is  fo  highly  efteemed,  that  it 
is  particularly  fealed  with  the  Grand  Signior's  fcal, 
and  confequently  bears  a  good  price.  Some,  how- 
ever, think  the  Beyrut  filk  not  inferior  to  that  of 
Tripoli. 

Near  the  fea-fhorc  is  a  very  capacious  kane,  and, 
as  ufual,  furnifhed  with  a  large  bafon  of  water. 
Here  the  merchants  have  convenient  lodgings,  with 
ftore- rooms  for  their  goods 

A  LITTLE  beyond  the  village  wefawfeveral  ruin*;, 
many  fragments  of  pillars,  and  even  the  foundations 
of  walls  J  which  fufficiently  fhew,  that  fome  confi- 
derable  town  formerly  ftood  there. 

Within  the  village  and  on  the  fea-fhore,  afe  fix 
fquare  (lone  caftles,  all  at  an  equal  diflance  from 
each  other,  and  originally  intended  to  defend  the 
road  and  harbour  from  the  corfairs  ;  but  at  prefcnc 
they  are  without  any  military  ftores,  and  felrve  only 
as  dwellings  to  the  Turks. 

The  harbour  is  very  much  expofed,  its  chief  fhel- 
ter  for  the  veflels  being  two  fmall  iQands  about  five 
miles  from  the  land.  The  one  is  called  Pigeon  I/land, 
from  the  multitude  of  pigeons  on  it;  and  the 
oihtv  Rabbit  IJland,  a  name  given  it  by  a  mafter  of  a 
Dutch  fliip  on  his  putting  afhore  a  number  of  thofe 
creatures,  which  have  fince  fo  greatly  increafed,  thac 
the  failors  frequently  enjoy  the  benefit  oi  his  ceco- 
nomy. 

In  our  view  of  the  curiofities  near  the  town,  we 
began  with  a  Greek  convent,  called  Kejlien,  lying 
about  an   hour  from  the  city  ;    but  what  1  thought 
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moft  remarkable,    was  the  exceeding  delightfulnefs 
of  its  fituation,  and  the  excellency  of  its  wine. 

In  our  farther  progrefs  we  could  not  view,  without 
a  fenfible  concern,  the  ravages  of  tyranny  in  ruined 
and  depopulated  villages,  the  poor  inhabitants,  from 
an  inability  to  anfwer  the  rapacious  demands  of  the 
Pafcha,  and  a  dread  of  the  confequences,  having 
fled  to  the  mountains. 

At  length  we  came  to  a  rivulet  called  Colhoud, 
the  water  of  which  is  none  of  the  beft.  In  the  win- 
ter time,  or  in  heavy  rains,  they  catch  here  a  fifh 
called  fchonkoos,  in  Latin,  fchinchus,  about  the  fize 
ot  a  lizard,  and  of  the  fame  fhape  ;  but  refembling 
a  viper  in  colour.  The  head  is  thrown  away  as  poi- 
fonous ;  but  the  tail  is  highly  valued,  efpecialiy  as  a 
provocative.  This  flfh  is  frequently  found  in  the  ca- 
binets and  mufeums  of  the  curious. 

Aftet  travelling  half  an  hour  further,  through  a 
very  difficult  road,  we  came  to  a  large  Greek  con- 
vent called  Belmont',  a  name  thatfufficiently  indicates 
its  having  been  built  by  Franks,  or  European  Chri- 
flians.  It  (lands  on  a  rock  ;  and  the  monks,  who 
are  feldom  lefs  than  forty,  mix  with  their  devotion,  la- 
bour and  induftry  ;  though  all  their  pains  are  hardly 
fufficient  to  gratify  the  extortions  of  the  infatiable 
Turks. 

They  have  rendered  the  way  leading  up  the  coun- 
try perfedlly  commodious,  while  that  leading  to  the 
fea-coaft  is  as  remarkably 'out  of  order.  The  poor 
monks  have,  indeed,  very  good  reafon  for  this,  the 
way  from  the  fea-fide  joining  that  leading  from  Tri- 
poli to  Seyde ;  fo  that  if  that  road  was  in  good  repair, 
the  fathers  would  be  frequently  vifited  by  Turkilh 
travellers,  whom  they  are  obliged  to  fupply  with 
every  thing  they  may  pleafe  to  want.  But  notwith- 
ftanding -this  precaution,  the  burthen  would  be  ex- 
tremely heavy,  were  it  not  for  another  Greek  convent 

at 


Europe,  the  Holy  Land,  Egypt,  Sec.      igt 

at  a  fmall  diftance,  but  nearer  the  high-road,  and 
therefore  more  convenient  for  the  travelling  Turks. 

The  neighbourhood  of  the  convent  of  Belmont  is 
naturally  barren  •,  but  by  the  induftry  of  the  monks, 
exhibits  a  chearful  appearance ;  and  even  in  the  in- 
termediate fpaces  among  the  rocks  are  olive  and  mul- 
berry trres,  vines,  culinary  herbs  and  foots  ;  the 
culture  of  which  is  now  made  a  penance  for  any 
mifbehaviour  in  the  monks ;  but  in  want  of  de- 
linquents, the  fuperior  nominates  the  gardeners,  who 
relieve  each  other  alternately. 

This  convent  is  reckoned  more  wealthy  than  the 
monks,  from  prudential  maxims,  care  to  own. 
Their  principal  revenue  refults  from  their  filk,  oil* 
barley,  and  red  wine,  of  which  they  make  prefents 
to  the  rich  Greeks  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  who  never 
fail  to  return  them  double  the  value,  efpecially  for 
the  wine,  which  is  not  to  be  equalled  in  the  whole 
country.  They  carried  us  into  their  cantine,  or  cel- 
lar, which  was  formerly  a  church,  and  entertained  us 
with  very  delicious  wine.  We  however  thought 
fuch  an  application  of  a  confecrated  place  not  quite 
agreeable  to  the  fandity  of  a  convent. 

Jn  this  ftrucbure  are  yet  two  churches,  the  largeft 
of  which  is  finely  ornamented,  if  compared  with 
others  belonging  to  the  Greeks. 

The  monks  formerly  pretended  to  work  a  mira- 
cle here,  on  a  certain  feftival.  It  confifted  of  the 
fhadow  of  a  woman,  faid  to  be  the  Holy  Virgin, 
moving  along  the  walls  of  the  church  :  but  fome 
Englifh  gentlemen  travelling  this  way  immediately 
perceived  the  deception  of  this  phasnQmenon,  and 
told  the  monks,  that  they  could  perform  the  fame 
thing,  by  caufing  a  woman  to  walk  at  a  certain  height 
without  the  church.  And  thus  they  eafed  the  reli- 
gious of  a  vaft  concourfe  of  people,  who  were  fo 
fuperftitious  as  to  retort  to  the  convent  to  worfhip 
this  Ihadow. 
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The  terrafes  on  this  convent  are  remarkably  beau- 
tiful and  pleafant  ;  and  round  it  are  feveral  apart- 
ments for  the  conveniency  of  ftrangers.  In  the  li- 
brary they  (hewed  me  feveral  Syriac  and  Greek  ma- 
nufcripts  •,  but  all  relating  to  the  ceremonies  and  cu- 
ftomsof  their  church; 

Our  next  tour  into  the  country  was  along  the  banks 
of  the  river  of  Tripoli,  which,  about  three  miles 
from  the  city,  is  formed  by  the  conflux  of  two 
ftreams  called  Moul  and  Kadifcha.  From  whence  it 
runs  in  meanders  through  a  meadow,  and  at  length 
difcharges  itfelf  into  the  fea.  On  the  banks  of  the 
Kadifcha,  which  has  its  fource  in  mount  Lebanon,  is  a 
famous  convent  of  Dervifes. 

We  alfo  vifited  the  prince's  bridge,  fo  called  from 
being  built  by  Godfrey  de  Bouillon.  It  is  properly 
an  aquedud,  Supported  by  four  arches,  two  large 
and  two  fmall ;  is  folidly  built  of  a  fine  hard  flone, 
and,  as  it  were,  joins  two  mountains.  The  water 
running  under  it  is  firft  convey'd  by  fubterraneous 
pipes,  and  afterwards  by  others,  into  the  city  ;  the 
whole  is  a  very  beautiful  work,  and  well  worth  the 
attention  of  a  traveller.  The  fide  of  the  great  arch 
towards  the  city  is  decorated  with  a  flone  crofs.  This 
aquedu<5bis  extended  over  the  valley  through  which 
the  river  of  Tripoli  flows.  Here  the  merchants  of 
the  city,  invited  by  the  uncommon  pleafantnefs  of 
<his  vale,  have  often  a  repafl:  on  the  banks  of  the 
river.  With  regard  to  the  bridge  itfelf,  it  can  only 
be  paflTed  on  foot. 

Before  I  take  my  leave  of  Tripoli,  I  mufl  men- 
tion a  particular  which  a  Greek  of  Tripoli,  who  was 
often  with  us,  communicated  to  me ;  that  about 
fifteen  hours  from  this  city,  near  a  village  called  Sa- 
fhet,  are  the  ruins  of  a  very  ftately  palace,  and  many 
of  the  ftones  with  which  it  is  built,  tqual  to  thofe  we 
viewed  with  fuch  aftonifhment  in  EalUc  caftle ;  he 
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added,  that  this  ftrudlure  has  three  gates,  and  on  one 
of  them  the  following  infcription  : 

OEa    BAITOXEI     01     KATOXOI     EK    THN 
lAinN    EN    Tn::::    EHOIHCAN. 

On  our  return  we  agreed  with  a  muliteer  to  carry 
us  to  Aleppo^  by  the  way  ot  Tortofa,  Banneas^  Jabile, 
SaSichi,  Laodicea^  Ar.tioch^  and  AleKandretta^  and  to 
flop  at  places  where  we  fliould  meet  with  any  thing 
remarkable.  This  was  a  journey  of  about  fourteen 
days  :  but  before  I  relate  the  particulars  of  it,  I  fliall 
endeavour  to  entertain  the  leader  with  a  fhort  account 
of  the  Drufes. 


CHAP.     XIX. 

An  account   of    the  Drufes, 

TH  E  Drufes  are  a  people,  that  probably  owe 
their  name  to  a  man  called  Durzir,  who,  about 
the  year  1020,  in  the  reign  of  Hakem  the  third  ca- 
liph, came  from  Perfta  into  Egypt,  where,  according 
to  his  do6lrine,  he  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  peo- 
ple that  this  Hakem  was  God  ;  which  at  that  time 
they  were  fo  far  from  believing,  that  not  long  after, 
in  the  heat  of  their  fury,  they  killed  him,  and  treat- 
ed his  body  with  the  moft  contumelious  outrages. 

It  was  not,  however,  long,  before  he  had  a  more 
fortunate  fuccefTor  in  Hanza^  who  may  properly  be 
reputed  the  founder  of  the  Drufes, 

In  oppofition  to  this,  fome  will  have  the  Drufes 
to  be  the  remains  or  defcendants  of  the  French,  a  con- 
fiderable  body  of  whom,  headed  by  the  count  of 
Preux,  after  the  CbriftiAiis  had  been  Uiiven  out  of 
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the  Holy  Land  by  the  Saracens  with  great  (laughter, 
crofTcd  the  river  Jordan^  and  withdrew  into  the  deferts 
of  Jrabia,  where  they  a  long  time  fupportcd  theni- 
felves  chiefly  "by  incurfions  and  depredations  on  their 
enemies  •,  but  afterwards  fettled  along  the  banks  of 
the  Jordan.,  in  Upper  Galilee^  near  the  foot,  and  on 
the  declivity  of  mount  Lebanon. 

These  being  Chriftians,  are  faid  to  have  retained 
the  purity  of  religion,  while  their  priefts  lived  •,  but 
on  their  deceafe,  and  the  French  inter-marrying 
with  the  women  of  the  country,  Chriftianity  de- 
clined, and,  by  degrees,  thofe  Chriftians  funk  into 
their  prefent  deplorable  ftate  of  ignorance. 

In  the  mean  time  they  multiplied  fo  exceedingly, 
as  to  make  themfelves  maflers  of  all  the  neighbour- 
ing mountains,  and  fpread  themfelves  from  Lebanon 
to  the  Red  Sea ;  fo  that  at  prefent  there  are  great 
pumbers  even  in  Egypt :  And  near  Cairo,  on  an  emi- 
nence contiguous  to  the  Nile,  is  a  large  ftru<5lure, 
commonly  known  by  the  narne  of  the  Drufe^s  houfe^ 
as  we  have  before  obferved.  Some  of  thefe  are  like- 
wife  difperfed  up  and  down  Syria,  efpecially  in  a 
large  village  not  far  from  Aleppo,  near  the  road  lead- 
ing from  Tripoli  to  Antioch. 

This  village  is  called  Kefiain,  and  a  great  part  of 
its  inhabitants  are  Drufes  j  however,  moft  of  them 
refide  among  the  mountains  of  Lebanon  and  Kefroan.^ 
and  along  the  coaft  of  Syria.  They  are  likewife  pof- 
felTcd  of  a  port  called  Baruth,  where  they  carry  on  a 
confiderabie  trade  in  filk. 

These  people  are  eafily  known,  by  the  form  of 
their  heads ;  for  a  child  is  no  fooner  born,  than  they 
prefs  its  head,  by  which  it  grows  larger  than  that  of 
other  people. 

As  they  are  inured  to  hard  labour  from  their  infan- 
fancy,  they  are  of  a  very  vigorous  conftitution,  and 
perhaps  the  moft  healthy  people  in  the  world,  living 
to  a  very  great  age,  in  a  continued  ftate  of  athletic 
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health ;  at  the  fame  time  they  are  very  temperate,  and, 
amidft  all  their  hard  labour,  very  abftcmious. 

Their  arms  are  a  mufket  and  iabre,  both  which  they 
handle  very  dextroufly ;  nor  do  they  want  for  perfonal 
courage. 

Their  firft  arms  they  procured  from  the  Euro- 
peans ;  but  at  prefent  they  make  them  themfelves,  as 
likewife  their  gun-powder,  which  is,  like  ours,  com- 
pofed  of  charcoal,  flilt-petre,  and  fulphur ;  thoiigh 
it  does  not  do  the  fame  execution,  not  being  equal  in 
ftrength  to  that  of  Europe.  It,  however,  very  well 
ferves  their  turn  :  but  they  are  not  ignorant  of  the 
fuperiority  of  ours. 

They  are  a  good  fort  of  people,  to  be  at  peace 
with  j  but  a  very  dangerous  enemy,  never  forgiving 
an  injury,  nor  pardoning  any  of  their  enemies  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  their  hands.  They 
are  jealous  of  their  women  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
think  themfelves  authorized  to  kill  them,  if  any  per- 
fon  fpeaks  warmly  of  them,  or  gives  any  intimation 
of  the  leaft  mifbehaviour.  Moft  of  thefe  women 
fpeak,  read,  and  write  Arabic,  literature  being  de- 
fpifed  by  the  men,  as  fit  only  for  the  female  fex,  while 
they  apply  themfelves  wholly  to  war  and  agriculture. 

The  French  carry  on  a  great  trade  with  the  Drufes, 
and  particularly  purchafe  all  their  filk.  They  are 
very  fincere  and  juft  in  commerce,  and  have  fuch  a 
deteftation  of  any  finifter  means  of  advantage,  thac 
the  money  they  receive  from  the  Turks,  whom  they 
confider  as  no  better  than  robbers,  they  lay  apart  from 
the  money  which  they  get  from  Chriftians,  and  al- 
ways firft  difpofe  of  any  'J'urkiili.money  they  have  by 
them,  for  fear  it  might  bring  a  curfe  on  the  reft. 
Some  carry  this  delicacy  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  if  a 
Chriftian  offers  them  any  money  in  a  Turkifti  purfe, 
they  decline  it ;  and  if,  in  the  intercourfe  of  com- 
merce, they  give  a  Turk  any  thing  to  drink,  they 
immediately  break  the  vefTel. 

U  4  These 
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These  people  have  always  been  under  a  chief,  or 
prince,  with  the  title  of  emir,  who  refides  in  a  town 
called  Dair-alcanar.  This  emir  appoints  a  lieute- 
nant over  the  Maronite  Chriflians,  who,  as  inhabi- 
tants of  the  mountains  of  Lebanon^  are  fubjtdt  to 
him,  as  he  himfelf  has  been  to  the  Grand  Signior 
ever  fince  the  year  1584.  About  1500  years  ago 
Emir  Facardin,  or  Fechredin,  rendered  himfelf 
very  famous  by  his  atchievements  in  war,  having  over- 
run the  far  greater  part  of  Syria  •,  but  being  at  length 
defeated,  fied  to  Europe,  and  refided  for  fome  time 
at  Florence  -,  from  whence  he  returned  to  take  again 
the  reins  of  government  into  his  hands.  But  lifcen-r 
ing  to  the  magnificent  promifes  by  the  Grand  Signior, 
he  repaired  to  Ccvfiantinopk,  where  he  was  beheaded. 

The  religion  of  thefe  people  has,  for  a  longtime, 
continued  a  myft<;ry  to  ftrangers ;  but  at  length 
means  have  been  found  to  procure  fome  of  their 
writings ;  though  even  from  thefe,  it  was  with  very 
great  difficulty  any  certain  difcoveries  could  be 
made. 

In  the  library  of  the  king  of  France  is  an  Arabic 
manufcript,  concerning  their  rife  and  adventures  ; 
together  with  an  extrad:  of  it  tranflated  by  M.  Petit 
de  la  Croix. 

The  title  of  this  famous  manufcript  is  Kitah  AU 
machaid  or  Alafrar  Altatouhhidya  :  that  is.  The  Book 
of  the  Teftimonies  of  the  Myfteries  of  the  Unity, 
coUeded  by  Hamza  Ben  Ahmed,  High  Prieft  of  the 
Drufes.  This  work  confifts  of  four  volumes  in  quar- 
to, of  which  the  three  firft  were  brought  to  Paris  by 
Nazarulla  Ben  Gilda,  a  Syrian  phyfician,  who  pro- 
cured them  from  one  of  their  high  prieOs ;  and  the 
fourth  was  afterwards  added  from  a  private  library. 

I  SHALL  now  give  a  flight  flcetch  of  their  religious 
worfliip,  taken  from  the  firft  letter  of  one  of  their 
books,  entitled,  '^  The  firft  part  of  the  myfteries  of 
f6  ^he  proper  worfhip  of  our  Maoula."     As  no  fc£t 
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has  ufed  more  artifices,  or  pradlifed  more  hypocriry, 
for  concealing  the  abfurdity  of  the  worfliip  of  the 
objed  of  their  adoration,  than  the  Drufes,  it  has 
ever  been  a  point  of  great  difficulty,  to  procure  cer- 
tain information  of  their  abominable  religion.  This 
is  in  fome  meafure  cleared  up,  from  a  part  of  the 
book  mentioned  above,  as  being  the  lead  involved  in 
obfcurity  ;  whence  it  may  with  certainty  be  inferred, 
that  they  worfliip  a  feigned  deity,  which  they  call  onCy 
ov  fmgk^  to  diiiinguifh  themfelves,  not  only  from 
thofe  who  worfliip  feveral  deities,  but  likewife  from 
thofe  who  hold  a  plurality  of  perfons  in  the  Deity. 

The  worfhip  of  this  Being  is  committed  to  fome 
whom  they  call  ecclefiaflics,  and  who  confifl  of  both 
fexes,  and  to  whom  alone,  at  their  initiation,  the 
my  fiery  of  their  worfhip  is  explained  ;  but  in  pro- 
portion to  the  zeal  they  fhew  for  their  religion,  and 
the  progrefTes  they  have  made  in  the  myftery  of  wick- 
ednefs,  with  regard  to  this  imaginary  deity,  whom 
they  believe  to  refide  in  their  mafler,  or  Maoula, 
This  Maoula  was  a  king  of  Egypt,  who  aflumed  the 
appellation  of  Hakem  ve  Armkd,  having  made  him- 
feif  king  by  dint  of  his  own  fword.  He  reigned 
there  twenty-five  years,  ^^2  years  after  Mahomet, 
the  fon  of  Dabd-Alla,  and  exceeded  that  falfe  pro- 
phet in  impiety  and  blafphemy ;  compelling  his  rude, 
ignorant,  and  krvilc  fubjedts  to  pay  him  divine  ho- 
nours, and  acknowledge  him  for  the  creator  of  the 
univerfe. 

This  worfliip  is  ftill  continued  by  feveral  perfons 
in  Egypt,  who  externally  pafs  for  good  Mahometans^ 
but  in  reality,  like  the  Drufes,  execrate  all  the  reli- 
gions in  the  world,  except  that  of  tlieir  Maoula,  of 
whom  they  ufe  the  following  exprefTion :  "  I  place 
**  my  truft  in  our  Maoula,  the  holy  one,  the  fu- 
*'  preme  king  of  kings,  whom  no  creature  can  com- 
*?  prehend  or  meafure  his  grcatnefs ;  fo  wonderful  in 
**  intelligence,  that  the  whole  world  joined  together 

*'  cannot 
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*'  cannot  explain  bis  efTence,  nor  fearch  out  his  wif- 
*'  dom." 

The  beginning  of  the  book  is  To  full  of  abfuidi- 
ties,  and  obfciire  expreffions,  that  it  is,  indeed,  in- 
comprehenfible  •,  though,  concerning  the  creation  of 
the  world,  the  cloud  of  ambiguities  is  in  fome  mea- 
Jure  withdrawn  ;  and  that  of  their  feifl  is  explained 
in  the  following  manner  :  *'  All  ye  who  alone  are  in- 
*'  corporated  under  the  Arabic  word  Daraz,  after 
*'  hearing  what  has  been  read  to  you  in  the  preceding 
'*  letter,  concerning  the  caufe  of  caufes,  know  that 
*'  our  Maoula,  to  whom  be  praife,  has  from  anefful- 
"  gent  and  perfect  light,  formed  the  univerfal  fpirit  -, 
"  by  the  light  of  the  fpirit,  the  eflential  foul ;  by  the 
'*  light  of  the  foul,  the  world  ;  by  the  world,  the  firft 
*'  idea  -,  by  the  firft  idea,  the  fecond  j  and  by  the 
*'  light  of  the  fecond,  he  created  the  earth  and  all  its 
"  appurtenances  -,  together  with  the  heavenly  globes, 
"  the  fpheres,  the  twelve  figns,  the  four  fubftances, 
"  and  whatever  has  feeling,  which  is  a  fixed  fub- 
*'  fiance  ;  and  all  thefe  things,  the  fpirit,  the  foul, 
"  the  world,  the  firfl  and  fecond  idea,  are  intelligen- 
^^  ces.  Thr  creator  in  the  beginning  of  the  world 
*'  created  it  in  its  prefent  appearance,  men  and  wo- 
**  men,  old  and  young,  fmall  and  great,  even  infants, 
"  to  the  number  of  feveral  millions,  whom  he  alone 
*'  is  able  to  compute  -,  by  the  fpirit  inftilling  into  them 
*'  all,  that  they  had  fathers  and  mothers,  and  ancef- 
"  tors ;  into  others,  that  their  fathers  were  already 
"  dead,  and  that  they  were  called  the  fons  of  fuch-a^ 
"  one,  and  that  they  were  of  fuch  and  fuch  trades ; 
"  that  in  going  to  view  the  grave,  and  feeing  bones 
"  lying,  one  began  to  fay  to  another,  '  This  is  my 
«'  father's  grave;'  another,  ^  This  is  my  m.other's 
♦'  grave  •,'  or, '  This  is  the  grave  of  fuch-a-one;'  and 
*'  every  one  bound  himfel.^  to  the  trade  he  was  in- 
*'  clined  to,  and  could  immediately  name  his  mafter, 
*-'  who  was  of  fuch  a  name,  and  the  fon  of  a  father 

*'  thea 
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"  then  dead.  Others  found  themfelves  amongft  chil- 
"  dren  of  different  ages  ;  others  again  were  foreign 
"  merchants  :  and  all  this  came  to  pafs  by  the  power 
^'  of  him,  who,  through  the  fpirit,  had  made  thcfe 
**  perfpicuous  imprefiions  on  them. 

"  In  procefs  of  time,  the  fouls  began  to  remove 
*'  out  of  their  bodies,  in  queft  of  others,  the  firft 
♦'  bodies   decaying,  and  becoming  incapable  of  fe- 
,"  conding  their  perceptions  and  will.     At  this  time 
*'  was  born  Adam  Sapha,  in  a  city  of  India  called 
*'  Adaminie,  where  Matax  already  worfhiped  the  di- 
*'  vine   unity,    adoring  our  Maoula,  who,    in   the 
*'  preceeding  ages   was  grown  grey,    and  alfo   was 
"  furnamed  Adam ;  though  at  the  fame  time  there 
''  appeared  another  fpecies  of  eflcnces  called  devils, 
-"  which  worfhip  nullity.     Adam's  name  was  Chan- 
"  til,  and  the  name  of  Adam's  father  wasDanil.  He 
*'  was  the  healer   and  inftru6lor  of  fpirits,  through 
♦*  the  knowledge  which  he  had  of  the  unity,  there 
<«  being  then  no  vifible  teachers,  nor  any  fpiritual 
*'  writings,  except,  that  all  the  knowledge  was  locked. 
"  up  in  Adam  alone,  the  fon  of  Danil,    whom  the 
<'  creator   had   extrafted    from  the  purefl  light,  and 
*'  infufed  into  him  extraordinary  knowledge  and  per- 
«'  fpicacity.     There  were,   however,  three  Adams ; 
*'  Adam  the  Refractory,  Adam  the  Forgetful,  and 
<'  after  thefe  Adam  Sapha,  or  the  elcd.     Adam  re- 
^*  moved  from  his  country,  and  betook  himfelf  to- 
<•'  wards  the  fouth.  Here  he  found  many  addidled  to  ^ 
"  worfhip  which  gave  companions  or  peers  to  god  ; 
"  but  he  preached  to  them  that  falutary  worfhip, which 
"  acknowledges  one  deity,  that  of  Maoula,  and  they 
"  followed  him.     At  this  time  there  was  alfo  a  devil' 
^  of  great  confideration  among  the  other  devils,  tho' 
"equally  fubjeft  to  the  creator;  his  name  was  Ha- 
*'  rez,  and  that  of  his  father  was  Thermah,  being 
"  originally  of   Ifpahan.     He   dwelt  in   the   fourh 
^^  country  j     and   when  our    Maoula  firft    beheld 

"him. 
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'him,  he  ordered  his  angels,  who  are  the  fervants 
'  of  the  divine  unity  of  our  Maoula,  (who  is  never 
'  to  be  named  without  reverence)  to  worfhip  his 
'  Adam,  that  is,  to  obey  him  -,  and  accordingly  all 
'  obeyed  him,  Harez  the  ion  of  Thermah,  that  is, 
'  the  devil,  excepted.  He  peremptorily  refufed  it, 
'  and  lifted  hinifelf  up  againft  him  ;  and  looking  on 
'  Adam  the  Ton  of  Danil,  with  an  eye  of  defiance 
'  and  loftinefs,  he  arrogated  a  fuperiority  over  him, 
'  efteeming  himfelf  greater  than  he ;  and  thus  he 
'  forfook  the  true  worfhip,  and  was  cut  off  from 

*  a  number  of  the  unity's  followers.  And  Adam 
'  continued  in  the  fouth,  and  there  inftituted  ordi- 
'  nances  to  the  number  of  twelve.  And  Adam  was 
'  termed  a  lord  of  the  multitude  of  do6lors  and  be- 

*  lievers,  and  he  was  filled  with  wifdom  and  autho- 

*  rity.  Then  Harez  fhewed  himfelf  again  ;  and  in 
'  his  rancour  found  means  to  divide  the  country  into 

*  two  parties,  the  one  for  the  unity,  the  other  for  the 

*  pluralities.  Adam  ordered  part  from  him,  and  on 
his  appearing  with  a  multitude  of  his  followers, 
there  appeared  an  almoft  univerfal  defeflion  :  and 
Adam  recommended  them  to  adhere  to  the  unity 
or  fimplicity  of  our  Maoula,  who  is  worthy  of  all 
honour  :  and  the  followers  of  the  unity  to  this  day 
are  the  defendants  of  this  Adam.  And  they  con- 
tinued conftant  in  the  truth  of  this  faith,  till  the 
time  of  Enoch,  who  came  in  Adam's  Head,  and 
he  was  Adam's  tranfcript  in  power,  virtue,  and  in- 
telledis,  and  aboliflied  the  two  parties,  with  their 
leveral  adherents.  Neverthelefs  our  Maoula  did 
not  ceafe  to  (hew  his  mercy  and  grace  to  the  men  of 
thofe  times,  till  they  became  totally  altered  in  their 
fentiments,  and  profligate  in  their  behaviour,  go- 
ing over  and  apoftatizing  to  the  party  of  the  poly- 
theifts  -,  for  then  was  the  righteous  angry  with 
them,  deprivfd  them  of  their  grace,  caufingNoah 
to  appear  among  theni  with  his  law  j  who,  when 
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**  he  oppofed  all  their  ordinances  and  ufages,  brought 
**  them  CO  the  adoration  of  the  nullity  and  the  unity 
"  of  an  idol,  pretending,  that  it  was  homogeneous 
"  with  Adam  Sapha,  in  order  to  gain  it  the  greater 
"  authority  :  and  his  law  lafted  till  the  time  of  Abra- 
"  ham,  who  changed  the  law  of  Noah  into  another 
"  law,  by  which  the  world  alfo  was  enjoined  to  worfhip 
"  the  nullity  but  abftradedly. 

"  This  law  continued  in  force  till  the  time  of 
"  Mofes,  who  changed  the  law  of  Abraham  into  hi» 
*'  own,  and  brought  mankind  to  the  worfhip  of  the 
*'  invifible  one  j  and  this  farther  ialled  till  the  time 
**  of  Aifla,  that  is  Jefits^  who  again  fuperfeded  what 
"  Mofes  had  introduced.  And  this  continued  till 
"  Mahomet,  the  fon  of  Dabd-Alla,  who,  by  his  vi- 
*'  gour,  obtained  the  dominion  of  the  whole  world, 
"  and  abforbed  all  laws  in  his,  and  again  brought 
*'  the  world  to  the  worfhip  of  nullity.  This  ob- 
"  tained  till  the  time  of  our  Maoula,  or  Hakem, 
"  who  is  Mahomet  the  fon  Smeil,  and  who  has  fealed. 
*'  and  put  an  end  to  all  other  laws.  And  this  is  he, 
"  whofe  divinity,  as  creator,  has  concealed  itfelf  un- 
**  der  the  human  nature  of  our  Macula,  or  Hakem, 
"  fpeaking  immediately  to  the  creatures,  after  veii- 
*'  ing  himfelf  with  a  covering,  and  whereby  he  has 
**  fealed  every  thing  concerning  us,  that  is  to  fay, 
"  that  after  this  no  obligatory  Jaw  fhall  take  place ; 
"  and  he  Ihall  fhew  himfelf  in  the  form  of  a  fheep,  that 
*'  with  God  the  worfhip  may  confift  in  the  acceptance, 
"  or  having  received  the  unity  or  fimplicicy  of  our 
*'  Maoula  •,  and  thefe  are  they  who  are  accepted  of 
*' him.  We  alfo  term  our  Maoula  the  judge,  be- 
"  caufe  he  appeared  in  the  world  with  a  kingly  digni- 
"  ty,  and  hath  put  on  the  human  nature,  at  the  time 
"  that  there  were  men  of  confanguinity  fubjed:  to  the 
*'  laws :  and  he  is  rifen  with  power  and  might  againll 
*'  the  wicked,  who  were  in  bondage ;  for  they 
*'  were  unable  to  behold  the  unity  or   fmijiicity  of 

"  their 
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"  their  creator,  nnlefs ,  in  themfelves,  and  through 
*'  the  medium  of  a  human  form  :  and  great  was  his 
'*  wifdom  in  being  called  after  their  name,  that  they 
*'  might  be  able  to  comprehend  fome  of  his  truths. 
•*  Thus  was  it  the  creator,  fo  glorious  in  majelly  and 
"  power,  who  was  found  as  one  of  his  creatures,  and 
**  appeared  to  all  in  a  mode  moil  congruent  with  his 
*'  and  their  ideas,  not  at  all  annihilating  himfelfj  and 
*'  thus  by  abolifliing  all  their  laws,  from  the  be- 
'*  ginning  of  time,  eftablifhed  his  own  laws  over  all 
•«  his  creatures. 

*'  Know  then,  that  the  tokens  of  the  time 
'*  which  we  now  prefent,  have  our  turn,  are  the 
*'  fame,  which  indicate,  that  our  Maoula,  who  over- 
"  throws  and  eftablifhes,  has  alfo  his  turn;  that  all 
«'  of  you  who  duly  honour  the  unity  or  fimplicity, 
"  fliould  know,  that  our  Maoula  has  rendered  him- 
*'  felf  vifible  to  us,  and  has  not,  as  it  is  faid,  fpoken 
«*  as  to  Mofes  in  a  bufh,  which  afterwards  was  con- 
*'  fumed  by  a  fire  of  no  material  origin  j  and  that  he 
*<  has,  in  his  time,  fpoken  to  all  others  in  the  fame 
*'  manner  j  which  things  have  never  been  mentioned 
"  by  the  pen  of  man.  For  whatever  has  been  writ- 
*'  ten  in  the  Bible,  the  Gofpel,  and  the  Koran,  with 
*'  all  the  words  of  truth,  which  we  have  accepted, 
*'  proceed  from  our  Maoula  ;  but  all  the  reft  which 
"  we  have  rejedled,  are  the  produdis  of  felf-conceit, 
'*  and  imbecillity  of  intellects  in  thofe  who  have  no 
"  part  in  the  unity  or  fimplicity.  And  their  words 
"  tend  to  confanguinity  and  multiplication,  accord- 
*'  ing  to  the  elements  laid  down  by  Enoch,  as  if  he 
"  was  more  exalted  in  dignity  than  Adam  Sapha. 
*'  And  this  point  has  been  the  ftone  of  ofi^ence  to 
"  them,  forfaking  the  worfhip  or  fimplicity,  as  Enoch 
"  fell  by  his  own  pride,  lifting  himfelf  up  with 
^^  great  prefumption,  endeavouring  to  get  the  power 
*'  into  his  own  hands,  without  any  colleague,  but  to 
*'  the  utter  fubjedlion,  and  abafement  of  all  others. 

*'  Lay 
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"  Lay  then  to  heart  thefe  myfterics,  to  which  I, 
«'  with  an  aflurance  worthy  of  all  belief,  bear  wic- 
*'  nefs :  our  Maoula,  vvhofe  memory  is  glorious, 
««  when  he  appeared  in  his  kingly  dignity,  iiaving 
*'  laid  me  as  his  foundation.  At  the  fam-e  time  he 
"  ftretched  out  the  borders  of  his  dominions,  c.ri 
"  promulgated  the  word  of  his  unity  or  fimplicity, 
"  made  himfelf  mafter  of  all  the  authority,  and  the 
«'  aiTemblies  or  feffions  of  his  kingdom  •,  he  alfo 
*'  (hewed  his  mercy  to  the  wicked,  whom  he  per- 
*'  fuaded  to  follow  the  word  of  the  unity  or  iimpli- 
"  city,  and  at  the  fame  time  difplay'd  to  them  his  in- 
"  conceivable  wifdom.  And  every  one  who  would 
"  know  this,  let  him  read  his  admirable  condud,  of 
*'  which  mention  is  made  in  the  lirfl:  part  of  this 
<«  work  ;  where  we  find,  among  other  things,  he 
"  wore  black,  and  during  feven  years  \tt  his  beard 
"  grow,  and  during  ^twcn  years  kept  the  women 
"  prifoners  in  Egypt,  and  during  fcven  years  made 
*'  ufe  of  an  afs  in  travelling. 

"  Afterwards  he  abolifhed  prayer,  alms,  f-ifl:- 
"  ing,  pilgrimages,  facrifices,  and  the  abftinence  of 
"  eating  any  thing  that  has  life  in  it,  which  he  bad 
*'  ftridlly  obferved  in  his  folitude.  In  lieu  of  all 
*'  thefe  things,  he  ufed  his  utmofl  diligence  to  make> 
"  himfelf  famous  throughout  all  the  world  by  fongs. 
"  and  mufic  ;  he  alfo  introduced  dancing,  buffoons, 
**  tumblers,  and  jugglers ;  alfo  wreftlers  ;  but  with- 
"  out  expofmg,  in  the  lead,  the  pudenda,  either  of 
"  men  or  women.  He  alfo  enjoined,  that  his  goino- 
•*  to  the  pit  of  Mercury,  and  his  daily  going  to  the 
**  pit  of  the  grave,  fliould  never  be  forgotten.  And 
**  all  this  was  done  by  a  fingular  operation  of  that 
"  wifdom,  .in  tlie^contemplation  of  which  the  human 
"  mind  has  ever  been  loft.  It  wonders,  but  cannot 
**  explain. 

"  And  in  the  affen^lics  and  fefiions  of  his  wif. 
♦*  dom  we   have  heard,  that  aftsr  death  the  bodies. 

"Ihall 
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"  fiiall  not  return,  but  that  the  ^ul  fliall  return  Into 
"  other  bodies ;  and  that  the  foul,  which  has  lived 
*'  in  the  ferviceof  the  unity  or  fimplicity,  fhall  again 
*'  enter  into  another,  which  has  likewife  lived  in  the 
"  fervice  of  the  unity.  And  that  foul  which  fided 
*'  with  the  dodtrine  of  the  confanguinity  and  plura- 
"  lity  in  the  godhead,  fhall  likewile  go  into  a  body 
"  addifted  to  that  impious  worfhip.  Yet  this  fhall 
*'  be  fo  ordered,  that  a  foul,  thus  taking  poffeflion  of 
"  a  new  body,  fliall  undergo  an  alteration  of  form. 

"And  our  Maoula,  to  whom  be  honour,  prohi- 
"  bits  from  taking  in  marriage,  mother,  filler,  or 
"  aunt,  on  the  father  or  mother's  fide ;  and  that 
"  fhouldany  one,  illuminated  with  this  knowledge  of 
"  the  unity  or  fimplicity,  marry  his  niece  by  the  fa- 
"  ther's  fide,  or  any  other  who  are  of  the  illuminated, 
'^  he  muft  give  her  the  dowry  in  fpirit ;  and  this  il- 
"  legal  permitted  dowry,  without  any  appearance  or 
"  fufpicion  of  being  obtained  by  any  unjuft  orfinifter 
*'  means."  [Now  thefe,  both  men  and  women,  they 
flyle  the  fpiritualized  -,  and  thefe  alone  are  poffefTed 
of  the  myfteries  of  their  law.] 

"  Farther,  he  hath  fhewn  us  a  filver  cheft,  in 
"  which  is  locked  up  an  image  of  gold,  as  a  fimili- 
"  tude  of  him  during  his  abfence,  that  we  may  pro- 
"  ftrate  ourfelves  before  his  majefty  and  his  greatnefs, 
"  to  honour  him  above  all  creatures,  and  be  the  more 
"  confecrated  to  him,  by  a  confcioufnefs  of  our  be- 
"  ing  worfbipers  of  his  fimple  divinity. 

"  Lastly,  He  burft  forth  in  wrath,  againft  all 
**  the  creatures,  the  followers  of  the  unity  or  fimpli- 
*'  city  alone  excepted  •,  and  hath  locked  the  gate  of 
*'  his  law,  and  ihut  in  the  door  of  his  grace : 
"  no  longer  admiting  any  more  into  his  worfhip : 
"  but  vanifhed  through  a  fubterraneous  paiTage 
*'  within  the  walls  of  the  city,  and  which,  in  the 
*'  times  wherein  we  now  live,  is  called  the  canal,  or 
*'  aguedud  of  Alexander,    till  it  fhall  pleafe  him 

"  again 
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*'  again  to  make  his  appearance,  to  exercife  domi- 
"  nion  over  the  wicked,  who  have  given  God  an  oc- 
"  cafion  to  extirpate  them  with  the  (word,  confume 
"  them  with  fire,  and  thus  totally  deftroy  both  their 
*'  bodies  and  fouls.  But  as  for  thofe  who  fhall  have 
"  again  forfaken  the  fervice  of  the  word  of  unity, 
"  thefe  he  fliall  punifb  by  exile,  toil,  and  feparation 
"  from  his  perfon,  till  they  have  pafled  through  an 
"  expiatory  penance  :  then  will  he  forgive  them  ac- 
"  cording  to  his  good  pleafure  ;  but  fuch,  who  by 
"  their  adherence  to  the  unity  or  fimplicity,  have  per- 
"  fevered  in  the  excellency  of  nature,  they  Ihall  be 
"  his  faints  and  eleft;  and  he  will  be  then  to  them  an 
*'  eternal  life.  At  that  time  there  fhall  be  but  one 
"  worfhip,  and  the  unity  alone  (liall  be  alone  worfhip- 
*'  ed  all  over  the  face  of  the  earth. 

"  Be  mindful,  all  ye  who  excel  in  this  fervice,  du- 
"  ly  to  keep  all  his  myfteries  and  commands.  Nor 
"  let  there  De  among  you  a  murderer,  a  thief,  a  vo- 
*'  luptuous  man,  an  ufurer,  a  tyrant ;  no  fenfuality, 
"no  opprefilon,  nor  any  thing  that  is  odious  or  de- 
"  trimentai  to  the  whole  fociety  of  the  unity  or  fim- 
"  plicity.  And  all  who  have  been  guilty  of  any  of 
"  the  aforefaid  crimes,  which,  by  the  hand  of  his 
*'  teacher  in  his  time,  he  has  noted  and  recorded,  and 
"  whofe  fuprerne  command  it  is,  that  however  atro- 
"  cious  or  remarkable  the  guilt  of  any  be,  you 
"  are  to  make  known  that  our  Maoula  (to  whom  be 
**  given  all  praife  and  glory)  has  fhut  the  gates 
*'  of  his  grace  againll  them,  and  will  never  more  re- 
"  ceive  them.  Likewife  all  who  have  revealed  any 
"  part  of  his  myfterie?,  mult  openly,  before  all  who 
*'  make  a  profclTion  of  excelling  in  zeal  for  this 
"  fervice,  be  put  to  death,  without  fhewing  them  any 
"mercy,  compaflion,  or  lenity;  fuch  being  to  be  ac- 
*'  counted  feparate  from  thofe,  whofe  zeal  is  excel- 
"  lent,  and  be  ranked  among  thofe  who  are  in  error 
"  and  unbelief. 

Vol.  II.  X  « B£ 
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*'  Be  careful  therefore  to  bury  thefe  myfleries 
*''  under  the  walls.  Nor  are  any  to  read  them  but 
"  in  a  fecret  place  •,  and  then  only  to  the  teacher, 
"  which  at  that  time  fliall  have  in  charge  to  inftru6t 
"  thole  of  the  bed  capacity  among  believers,  con- 
*'  cerning  the  myileries  of  the  divine  unity.  Alfo,  it 
*'  is  not  permitted  that  the  book,  nor  the  cheft  in 
"  which  is  the  image  of  the  human  form  of  our 
*'  Maoula,  (whofe  is  praile  and  glory)  be  brought 
"  out  of  the  houfe  of  the  teacher:  and  alfo,  the 
"  likenefs  of  the  human  form  of  our  Maoula,  (to 
"  whom  be  glory)  fhall  be  made  only  of  gold  or 
"  filver. 

"  And  in  cafe  this  book,  or  any  of  its  myfteries, 
"  be  found  in  the  hands  of  an  unbeliever,  or  of  a 
"  palTenger,  or  of  one  who  attributes  adjunfts  to  God, 
"  or  of  a  robber,  or  of  a  profligate,  or  of  an  apo- 
"  (late,  or  of  a  forfaker  of  the  worfhip  of  the  unity, 
"  whether  by  violence,  or  by  the  permifTion  of  our 
*'  Maoula,  who  is  worthy  of  all  honour,  whether 
"  any  thing  has  been  revealed  or  not,  it  lliall  be  de- 
*'  flroyed  and  cut  to  pieces.  Be  then,  you  who  are 
"  of  the  family  of  the  unity,  very  careful,  flridlly  to 
"  conceal  thefe  myfteries  vvith  great  marks  of  reve- 
*'  rence  to  them,  nor  ever  more  expofe  them  to  the 
"  knowledge  of  man. 

"  Embrace  the  worfhip  of  thofe  who  have  power 
*'  over  you  -,  for  fuch  is  the  pleafure  of  our  Maoula^ 
"  (to  whom  obedience  and  honour  are  due),  till  he,  to 
"  whom  the  beft:  times  are  known,  Ihall  unftieath  his 
"  fword,  and  difplay  the  power  of  his  unity  or  fim- 
"  plicity  :  and  then  all  that  ye  are  poflefTed  of  fhall 
*'  remain  for  ever.  This  was  written  in  the  month 
"  of  Metharan,  nine  years  after  the  flave  of  our 
"  Maoula  had  Ihewed  himfelf  •,  and  the  name  of  this 
"  (lave  was  Hamza,  a  teacher  of  the  time,  for  the 
"  truth  which  fliall  make  known  its  wrath  againft: 
"  thofe  who  afcribe  adjuncts  to  God,  and  who  have 

"  turned 
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"  turned  their  backs  on  true  worfliip,  truth  dial  I  de* 
**  ftroy  them  with  the  fword  of  our  Macula,  who  is 
"  excellent  in  power,  and  who  exercifes  fevere  do- 
"  minion  over  the  God  of  the  children  of  the 
*'  world." 

This  extradl,  from  the  Book  of  the  Worfhlp  and 
Myfleries  of  the  Drufcs,  was  communicated  to  me 
by  a  capuchin  of  the  convent  of  Tripoli^  with  many 
ferious  cxpreffions  concerning  the  authenricity  of  it : 
and  from  this  writing  it  appears,  that,  befides  the  ma- 
ny abfurdities  in  it,  the  Urui'csare  ftill  in  expeftation 
of  the  coming  of  Hakem(^),  as  the  Jews  are  of  the 
Mefllah ;  and  that  then  a!fo  their  religion  fhall  tri- 
umph over  all  others. 


CHAP.     XX. 

journey  through  Tortofa,  Banias,  Jebeli,  Latichi 
or  Laodicea,  to  Antioch. 

LEAVING  'Tripoli^  in  about  an  hour's  time  we 
came  to  a  large  refervoir,  where  the  fifh,  being 
accuftomed  to  feed  on  the  bread  thrown  to  them, 
were  fwimming  about  the  border  of  the  Nahrhmt,  or 
the  cold  river.  It  has  a  handfome  bridge  of  three 
arches  over  it. 

We  continued  our  journey  northward,  with  the 
fca  on  our  left  hand,  and  came  to  a  plain  called,  by 
the  inhabitants,  Junia ;  as  much  as  to  fay,  The  Plain 
by  way  of  Excellence.  It  is  of  great  extent  from 
fouth  to  north  ;  but  on  the  eaft  fide  it  is  terminated 
by  the  mountains,  and  on  the  weft  by  the  fea.    The 

(<?)  Concerning  this  Hakem,  and  the  expectation  of  the  Drufe?, 
f$e  Renodaut  Hilt.  Patriarch.  Alexar.d.  p.  3 ^"6.  390,  &c. 

X  2  foil 
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loil  is  very  fertile,  and  no  place  can  be  better  watered ; 
yet  but  afmaJl  part  of  it  is  cultivated. 

We  afterwards  crofTed  the  rivers  Nahr  Summer Oy 
I^ahr  j^ckeVj  Nahr  Kibber  or  the  Great  River ^  Nahr 
Abhrcjth  or  the  Leper^s  River^  and  a  little  beyond  paf- 
fed  through  a  very  fine  toreil  of  oaks. 

Soon  after,  we  entered  a  fmall  wood,  where  we 
found  feveral  fmall  monuments  of  antiquity.  The 
firfl  was  a  pedeftal,  confifting  of  two  huge  ftones, 
one  placed  on  the  other,  which  denoted,  that  there 
was  a  burial-place  under  it ;  accordingly  we  found 
the  entrance,  and,  at  the  bottom  of  fome  fleps,  we 
found  two  chambers,  in  each  of  which  were  fix  niches, 
or  hollows,  for  laying  dead  bodies  in,  three  on  each 
fide. 

Here  alfo  we  met  with  fome  towers,  two  of  which, 
ftanding  near  each  other,  are  pretty  remarkable. 
One  of  them  is  above  thirty  feet  high,  and  built  on 
a  pedeftal  fix  feet  high,  and  fixteen  and  ahalffquare, 
having  at  each  corner  a  lion  j  but  the  workmanfhip 
is  none  of  the  neateft,  and  greatly  injured  by  time. 
The  upper  part  is  entirely  of  one  flone. 

The  fecond  tower  does  not  want  any  thing  of  the 
height  of  the  former,  and  on  the  top  terminates  in  a 
point.  The  fhaft  of  it  is  of  a  cyJindical  form,  and 
alio  confifls  of  one  piece.  The  pedeftal  of  this  is  ten 
feet  high  and  fifteen  Iquare. 

UNDERthefe  towers  are  alfo  fepulchres,  having  their 
entrance  on  the  fouth.  In  the  firft  we  met  with  two 
chambers ',  but  one  of  them  was  without  any  niches 
or  cavities  for  the  reception  of  dead  bodies  •,  the 
other  was  quite  choaked  up,  and  we  did  not  think  it 
would  afford  us  any  objeft  worth  the  time  we  fhould 
take  up  in  clearing  away  the  pafiTage. 

Not  far  from  thefe,  we  came  to  a  large  room,  hav- 
ing a  throne  in  it.  The  place  itfelf  is  i6o  feet  fquare, 
and,  together  with  its  walls,  entirely  hewn  in  the 
rock.  This  place,  except  towards  the  north,  is  fur- 
rounded 
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rounded  with  walls,  which,  when  entire,  were  nine 
feet  high,  but  are  now  very  much  decayed.  In  the 
middle  of  this  place  is  a  pedeftal  nine  feet  high,  and 
fixteen  and  an  halffquare,  likewile  hewn  out  of  the 
rock.  ;  and  on  it  are  placed  five  ilones,  reprefenting  a 
canopy,  or  kind  of  throne.  This  whole  work  is  at 
prefcnr,  for  the  mod  part,  broken  and  in  ruins,  ex- 
cept the  throne,  and  the  pedeftal  which  faces  the  en- 
trance towards  the  north  ;  on  which,  in  all  probability, 
fome  idol  was  placed  therein.  The  place  is  farther 
cmbelliflied  with  pillars  hewn  in  the  rock. 

Not  far  trom  this  place  we  came  to  a  well  called 
El  en  Hayey  ov  ferpent-well',  but  it  was  at  this  time 
quite  dry.  On  the  north  fide  is  a  channel,  or 
aquedud:!:,  with  fteps  on  each  fide  to  defcend  to  it, 
hewn  in  the  rock.  This  channel  extends  itfelf  from 
eaft  to  weft,  and  is  about  a  ftadium,  or  125  paces, 
in  length,  and  twenty  broad.  But  with  regard  to  the 
ufe  of  it,  we  could  obtain  no  certain  information ; 
though  in  fome  places  it  had  the  appearance  of  having 
formerly  been  a  large  quarry. 

TO  RTO  SJ^  or  the  ancient  Orthofia^  was  once 
an  epifcopal  city,  and  is  frequently  mentioned  by  the 
writers  on  the  Crufades ;  but  at  prefent  is  fo  far  ruin- 
ed, that  fcarce  any  thing  of  it  remains  except  the 
church,  where  we  fheltered  ourfelves,  and  the  caftle. 

This  church  is  a  large  Gothic  ftrudure,  130  feet 
in  length,  93  in  breadth,  and  61  in  height.  It  is 
built  of  a  kind  of  a  baftard  marble,  and  ftill  fo  entire, 
that  with  a  little  expence  it  might  be  made  a  fine  edi- 
fice. The  infide  is  adorned  with  a  great  number  of 
Gothic  pilafters  and  capitals,  nearly  refembling  the 
Corinthian.  Over  the  door  is  a  beautiful  granite 
ftone,  of  an  uncommon  fize.  I  was  told,  that  an 
European  fea  captain  offered  an  hundred  purfes  for 
it ;  but  great  as  the  offer  was,  the  Turks  would 
not  liften  to  it. 

X  3  The 
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The  caflle  has  all  the  appearance  of  having  for- 
merly  been  a  place  of  great  ftrength,  being  furround- 
ed  with  a  good  double  moat,  and  a  double  wall  to- 
wards the  land-fide  ;  but  on  the  weft  its  walls  are 
wafhed  by  the  lea. 

On  our  entering  the  caftle  on  the  north  fide,  over 
a  draw-bridge,  we  faw  the  ruins  of  a  building  now 
entirely  naked  and  uncovered,  except  where  the 
Turks  have  fitted  up  fome  little  huts. 

About  four  or  five  miles  weft  ward  of  'Tortofa  lies 
a  fmall  ifland,  with  feveral  ruins  of  houfes  and  towers. 
Being  defirous  of  going  thither,  we  agreed  with  the 
mafter  of  a  bark;  but  aTurk  underftandingthe  rnatter, 
told  him,  that  he  did  not  know  the  danger  or  rifque 
he  ran,  in  taking  us  over  without  the  aga's  leave;  up- 
on which  he  went  to  afk  the  favour  ;  but  after  we  had 
waited  about  four  hours,  he  returned  with  this  dry 
anfwerfrom  the  aga,  That  he  hoped  we  would  not 
take  it  amifs  that  he  denied  the  favour  we  an<:ed  ;  for 
it  was  as  much  as  his  poft  was  worth  to  allow  of  any 
Franks  going  thither. 

This  ifland  at  prefent  ferves  for  a  place  of  confine- 
ment ;  and  it  is  not  long  fince,  that  an  Armenian 
bifliop  of  Tripoli  was  fent  thither.  The  Turks  call 
it  Auraty  which  feems  to  bear  fome  analogy  with  the 
ancient  Ayuedi^  Arpad^  ov  Arv^d,  mentioned  in  Gene- 
fis,  chap.  X.  ver.  i8.  in  2  Kings,  chap.  xix.  ver.  13, 
and  in  Ezekiel,  chap,  xxvii.  ver.  11.  and  with  the 
Aradtis  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  Both  Quin- 
tus  Curtius  and  Aman  mention  it,  in  Alexan- 
der the  Great's  expedition.  Its  original  name  was 
Artharadus ;  and  the  town  of  Aradus  is,  by  fome, 
imagined  to  derive  its  name  from  its  fuppofecl  foun- 
der Arad,  the  fon  of  Canaan,  who  built  it  foon  after 
the  deluge.  Its  inhabitants  were  formerly  expeit  fea- 
rpen,  anfi  mafters  of  a  great  part  of  the  continent  as 
far  as  Gahala^  at  prefent  called  Gibeli.  We  were 
told,  that  the  caftle  was  built  out  of  the  ruins  of  the 

city 
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city  of  ^'ortcfa;  and,  that  the  fea  all  round  it  abounds 
with  tortoifes. 

We  now  proceeded  on  our  journey,  and  forded 
the  river  Nahr-HujpLii ;  and  next,  that  of  Nahr-El- 
Morachiachy  lb  called  from  a  village  near  it  on  the 
Hope  of  a  mountain.  We  next  croflfed  a  bridge, 
half  in  ruins,  where  we  faw  a  great  number  of  fmaJl 
rorcoifes;  and  by  the  way  met  with  an  excellent  fpring 
called  Jin-el-Beziri,  from  a  neighbouring  village, 
lying  among  the  mountains. 

In  continuing  our  journey,  we  faw  the  villages 
Befac,  Sophia,  Burgis,  Sibbi,  and  a  caftle  (landing  on. 
an  eminence.  A  little  after,  we  crofTed  a  fmall  river 
called  Nahr-el'Banias,  leaving  on  our  right  hand  the 
caftle  of  Machad,  or  The  Scorpion,  The  Turks 
boaft  highly  of  the  many  fieges,  which  this  caftle  has 
flood,  without  ever  furrendcring  -,  but  at  prelent  it 
is  only  a  dwelling  for  poor  and  abjed  peafants. 

At  length,  though  very  late,  we  came  to  BaniaSy 
where  we  fell  in  with  a  caravan  going  to  Aleppo  ;  this 
might  be  the  ancient  Baianea,  mentioned  by  Strabo ;. 
anciently  it  was  a  biihopric. 

Brochardus  gives  it  the  name  of  Valamia,  and 
fays,  that  in  his  time  it  was  inhabited  by  the  knights- 
hofpitalers  of  St.  John. 

On  an  eminence  we  faw  feveral  foundations  and 
ruins,  which,  in  all  appearance,  were  thofe  ot  a  ca- 
ftle ;  and  round  about  them,  feveral  huts  of  peafants. 
A  little  below  it  is  a  fmall  bath,  or  bagnio,  with  fome 
fcattered  columns  of  granite. 

The  veftiges,  which  in  fome  places  are  difcernl- 
ble,  fufEciently  denote,  that  it  had  been  a  city  of  a 
moft  delightful  fituation,  having  on  the  fouth  a  river 
watering  its  gardens,  and  on  the  weft  a  fmall  bay, 
in  the  form  of  a  half- moon,  which  might  very  well 
fupply  the  place  of  a  harbour. 

X  4  Here 
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Here  is  a  kind  of  cuftom-houfe  for  receiving  the 
caphars  of  Chriftian  travellers  ;  but  the  Turks  are 
exempt.  I  muft  not  omit,  that  the  neighbourhood 
abounds  vi^ith  mulberry-trees. 

We  continued  travelling  near  the  fea,  and  crofled 
the  rivers  Nahr- Reifton,  and  Nahr-Johha^  near  the 
latter  of  which  were  Ibme  ruins  of  a  bridge,  and  like- 
wife  of  a  fquare  caftle,  befides  others  of  lefs  note.  We 
next  crofTed  over  the  bridge  of  Nahr-Elimelech,  or 
Royal  River ^  an  appellation  which  it  deferves,  being 
fpacious,  beautiful,  and  deep.  And  near  it  is  a  wood 
of  myrtles. 

Not  far  from  the  mouth  of  this  river,  towards  the 
left  hand,  we  faw  many  other  ruins  of  a  caftle,  and 
feveral  pillars,  feme  of  which  were  granite.  On  the 
other  fide,  and  nearly  oppofite,  is  a  mill,  driven  by 
the  current  of  this  river :  and  the  adjacent  country  be- 
ing very  marfhy,  I  believe  fome  travellers  have  been 
miftaken,  in  calling  it  the  Orcntes. 

We  afterwards  crofied  the  beds  of  feveral  rivulets, 
now  quite  dry ;  and  on  a  very  good  road  reached 
Gibeli  about  noon,  where  we  took  up  our  quarters  in 
a  large  kane. 

GIBELI,  the  ancient  Gahala,  mentioned  by 
Strabo,  in  the  time  of  the  Grecian  emperors,  was  a 
bilhopric  :  and  Severianus,  one  of  its  bifhops,  diftin- 
guidied  himfelf  by  his  furious  rancour  againft  St. 
Chryfoftom.  At  prefent  it  is  but  an  open  town,  lies 
clofe  by  the  fea,  and  its  neighbourhood  a  level  and 
very  tertile  country.  Without  the  town,  towards 
the  fea,  are  ftill  fome  clear  traces  of  a  flone  pier, 
and  a  kind  of  harbour,  with  feveral  fragments  of  pil- 
lars, fome  of  granite.  We  were  told,  that  the  belt 
had  been  carried  away,  out  of  a  garden  where  the 
ground  is  remarkably  uneven.  1  hus  there  is  the 
greateft  appearance,  that  fome  very  remarkable  edifice 
Itood  in  this  place.     But  the  piece  of  ail  others  in  the 
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bed  prefervation,  is  an  amphitheatre,  called  by  the 
Turks,  a  caftle  •,  and  which  they  make  ufe  of  as  a 
fort,    and  have  repaired  the  breaches  in  it  with  new 
works.     This  amphitheatre  (lands  without  the  city, 
on  the  north  fide,  and  is,    in    length,  three  hundred 
feet.     It   is  built  with  great  folidity  and  compa6t- 
nefs,   the  wall  being  about  twelve   feet  thick,  and 
twenty  feet  high.     On    coming  into  it,  we  faw  fe- 
veral  of  the   lower   galleries  quite  entire,  together 
with  the  caves  and  dens,  in  which  the  wild  beafts  were 
kept.     The  feats  for  the  fpeftators  are  all  of  marble  ; 
but  at  prefent,  the  whole  exhibits  but  a  wretched  ap- 
pearance, and  has  been  greatly  abufed  ;  all  that  remains 
now  confifts  of  a  femi-circle,  in  the  infide  of  which 
are  fome  fmall  houfes  built  of  the  ruins,  a  great  part 
of  it  having  been  blown  up  dejfignedly  by  gun-pow- 
der;   and   the  great  quantity  of  marble,  of  which 
it  confifted,    converted  to  build   a  molque    and  a 
bath.     This  mofque  (lands  clofe  by  it,  and  is  very 
beautiful,   the  pavement  being  inlaid  with  marble  of 
feveral  colours  -,  in  it  is  the  tomb  of  a  prince  of  Chora- 
zaim,  (a  province  of  Ferfia)  the  reputed  founder  of 
it ;  and  this  draws  to  it  a  great  refort  of  Mahometan 
pilgrims,  even  from  the  extremities  of  I^erfta  and  In- 
dia. 

This  tomb  confifts  only  of  a  black  wooden  kind 
of  cheft,  with  a  green  cloth  laid  over  it,  on  vvhich  is  a 
large  black  turban  •,  above  it  hang  a  great  number  of 
rofaries,  made  of  large  wooden  beads,  alfo  feveral  offer- 
ings of  pilgrims,  as  ftafFs,  fabres,  and  locks  of  hair,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  we  fee  in  the  popifh  churches. 
And  in  this  mofque  is  a  great  quantity  of  church 
furniture,  as  cenfers,  branches,  candleflicks,  &c.  be- 
ing the  plunder  of  Chriflian  (Irudlures.  Here  are 
alfo  the  monuments  of  two  other  faints,  faid  to 
have  been  officers  of  (late  under  the  devout  prince, 
its  founder.  As  we  were  going  out,  the  Iman  put 
into  our  hands  fome  iittle  pieces  of  wax,  which  he  re- 
commended 


314  Travels  through  part  of 

commended  us  to  keep  with  great  care  and  regard. 
Near  this  llrufture  is  a  beautiful  bath  of  marble  ;  and 
adjoining  to  the  mofque,  a  kane  for  the  reception  of 
the  pilgrims,  to  which,  on  the  other  fide,  belongs  an 
elegant  garden.  In  the  area  before  the  niofque  is  a 
large  refervoir,  where  the  Turks  wafh  and  purify 
themfelves  before  religious  fcrvice. 

The  founder  of  this  mofque,  known  by  the  title 
and  name  of  Sultan  Ibrahim,  is  a  faint  of  great  emi- 
nence among  the  Turks.  Near  the  fea-fiiore  we 
were  fhewn  a  cave,  where  that  prince  fpent  twenty 
years  in  great  aulterity  and  devotion.  Over  this 
cave  is  a  Turkifh  oratory,  and  within  it  we  faw  feve- 
ral  cavities  for  burial  places,  fuch  as  we  had  met  with 
in  our  journey  very  often  before.  Further  on  along 
the  lea-fide  we  came  to  another  cave,  where  is  a  paf- 
fage  quite  through  the  rock,  being  open  on  the  caft  or 
land-fide,  and  likev/ife  on  the  weft,  or  towards  the  fea. 
This  place  fometimes  ferves  for  religious  ufes,  mafs 
being  faid  in  it.  A  piece  of  the  rock  which  lies  with- 
in is  the  altar,  the  few  Greeks  living  at  Gehili^  not  be^ 
ing  allowed  a  church. 

In  our  return  we  crofled  feveral  eminences,  which 
brought  us  into  a  plain,  on  one  fide  of  which  were 
encamped  feveral  Turcomans,  and  on  the  other,  a 
party  of  Arabians. 

These  Turcomans  are  muvcs  o( TurquiJlaM,  whence 
the  Turks,  who  have  extended  their  conqueft  very 
fareaftward,  alfo  derive  their  extraftion.  They  were 
formerly  given  to  robbery,  and  all  kind  of  violences ; 
but  the  Pafchas,  by  afTigning  to  them  a  tra£t  of  land, 
and  ufing  other  prudential  means,  have  reclaimed 
and  reap  good  fervices  from  them  in  refptft  of  other 
robbers.  They  come  down  from  the  mountains 
to  the  plains  near  the  fea,  and  fubfift  there  chiefly  on  the 
milk  of  their  cattle,  of  which  they  have  great  num- 
bers, and  in  their  migrations  they  ferve  to  carry  their 
tents  and  baggage.     The  women  fliare  the  labours  of 

life 
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life  equally  with  the  men,  ploughing,  fowing,  reap- 
ing, and  tending  the  cattle. 

Their  tents  are  of  a  coarfc  fluff  made  of  goat's 
hair,  perfedly  white,  and  will  keep  off  very  heavy- 
rains.  The  Turcomans  wear  the  Turkifh  habit,  and 
white  turbants  •,  but  they  are  much  more  cleanly  and 
neat  than  the  Turks,  and  efpecially  about  their  tents, 
in  which  they  far  furpafs  the  Arabians  •,  fo  that  it  is  a 
common  proverb  in  thofe  countries,  Lodge  with  a 
Turcoman,  and  dine  v]ith  an  Arabian. 

The  latter,  who  had  pitched  but  a  little  diftance 
from  the  former,  were  alfo  under  tents  made  of 
black  goat's  hair  •,  but  if  any  thing  was  remarkable 
among  thefe,  it  was  the  abominable  naftincfs  and 
meannefs  about  them  -,  befides,  they  are  fure  never 
to  let  flip  an  opportunity  of  pilfering. 

In  the  evening  we  arrived  at  Stamio,  a  fmall  vil- 
lage, where  we  were  entertained  with  a  wedding. 
The  bride's  face  was  covered  with  a  red  veil,  and 
attended  by  her  female  relations,  who  were  diftin- 
guilhed  by  a  red  handkerchief  on  thtir  heads  ;  but 
their  faces  expofed.  The  banquet  confifted  of  feve- 
ral  wooden  diflies,  in  which  were  ferved  up  mutton, 
rice,  milk,  and  honey.  The  men  and  women  eat  in 
different  rooms :  and  all  the  peafants  of  the  village 
were  plentifully  entertained  -,  together  with  others 
who,  as  relations,  came  a  journey  on  horfe-back  to 
be  prefent  at  the  wedding. 

Here  we  alfo  faw  fome  Arabian  women,  whofe 
foreheads  were  covered  with  a  black  kind  of  veil, 
and  their  lips  painted  of  the  fame  colour.  The 
bride's  forehead  was  covered  with  fequins,  and  that 
of  her  female  relations  with  paras. 

Some  had  rings  in  their  noftrils ;  fome,  bits  of 
tin,  and  other  fuch  fantaltical  ornaments  :  but  the 
houfes  of  thefe  people  we  found  wretchedly  poor, 
having  only  one  ground  chamber,  with  a  terras,  on 

which 
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■which  were  fmaJl  arbours  made  of  boughs;  and  thefe, 
in  fair  weather,  are  their  fleeping  places. 

The  next  morning  we  came  to  the  river  Nahr 
Stami,  where  every  fpot  of  the  country  is  cultivated, 
and  chiefly  planted  with  tobacco,  which  is  fent  to 
Latichi  for  fale,  and  never  fails  of  a  good  marker, 
being  in  great  repute  all  over  the  Levant. 

After  pafiing  through  a  valley,  we  afcended  an 
eminence,  and  came  on  an  extenfive  plain,  where  we 
met  v/ith  two  large  Hone  coffins,  each  of  one  piece,  as 
are  likewife  their  lids.  They  had  been  opened,  pro- 
bably from  a  filly  expedation  of  finding  treafures  in 
them  ;  the  fepulchres  were  embellilhed  with  fefioons 
and  oxes  heads  ;  the  coffins  were  of  the  fame  length, 
feven  feet  and  an  half.  Near  the  fepulchres  were  ma- 
ny fcattered  ruins.  All  thefe  lie  near  the  high  road 
to  Aleppo. 

All  along  from  Giheli  hither,  we  had  a  view  of 
the  fea  on  our  left,  and  on  our  right,  of  a  mountain- 
ous country  inhabited  by  the  Necery,  or  Neccres,  a 
people  fomething  differing  from  the  Drufes,  yet  have 
this  piece  ot  hypocrify  in  coinmon  with  them,  that, 
when  among  the  Turks,  they  exprefs  a  great  venera- 
tion for  Mahomet's  law ;  and  when  with  Chriftians, 
forChrift  and  all  his  followers.  They  eat  neither  deer 
nor  fowl  •,  but  as  their  country  produces  excellent 
wine,  they  make  a  free  ufe  of  it.  They  are  faid, 
Jike  the  ancient  Perfians,  to  worfliip  the  Sun. 

About  two  hours  from  Stamio  we  crofTed  a  very 
handfome  bridge  of  five  arches,  built  by  the  famous 
Vifir  Kuperli,  over  the  river  Nahr  Tibier.,  or  the 
Large  River,  and  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half  reached 
Latichi.,  where  we  put  up  at  a  new  kane. 

LATICHI,  anciently  Laodicea,  was  built  by 
Seleucus  Nicanor,  in  honour  of  his  mother  Laodice. 

Afterwards  it  fell  under  the  Roman  dominion, 
and  began  its  new  chronology  a  year  after  that  of 
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Antioch  ;  and  it  was  calculated  to  perpetuate  the  me- 
mory of  the  privileges  granted  to  its  inhabitants  by 
Julius  Ca^^far.  In  the  year  1639,  the  Saracens  difpol- 
ledcd  the  Greeks  of  the  city  ;  and  in  fubfequent  times 
it  underwent  feveral  pillages  -,  fo  that  it  was  reduced 
to  a  very  poor  and  contemptible  place,  till  a  Turkifh 
aga,  of  the  name  of  Coplan,  whofe  memory  is  Itill 
greatly  honoured  here,  caufed  it  to  be  rebuilt.  Having 
the  command  of  the  place,  by  his  courteoufnefs  and 
humanity  he  drew  hither  feveral  Turks,  with  Ibme 
Chriftians,  who  were  oppreffed  in  other  countries ; 
and  not  only  granted  them  a  fafe  refuge,  but  to  feve- 
ral, in  whom  he  difcovered  a  proper  genius  and  dif- 
pofition,  he  lent  money  to  trade  with :  by  which 
meafures  he,  in  a  lliort  time,  gave  the  place  another 
appearance. 

In  thofe  eminent  fervices  he  fo  far  found  his  ac- 
count, that  he  was  made  a  Pafcha. 

A  s  to  its  prefent  ftate,  it  is  a  fightly  place,  being 
lately  rebuilt,  and  lies  about  an  hour  from  the  fea. 
The  hcjufcs  are  all  of  free-ftone,  and  of  neat  ar- 
chitedure.  It  has  feveral  kanes,  bazars,  and  be- 
fefteins,  for  the  country  merchants  and  foreigners.  It 
was  once  remarkable  for  the  great  number  of  churches; 
but  at  prefent  they  are  reduced  to  four  or  five;  of 
which  that  of  St.  George  is  far  the  largefl:. 

L/ITIC  H I  car nts  on  a  confiderable  trade,  which 
is  daily  increafing  :  the  greateft  part  of  it  confifts  in 
tobacco,  which  is  fent  all  over  Syria,  and  into  Egypt, 
being  mucii  better  than  that  of  Salonica  ;  though  the 
very  beft  of  all  the  Levant  is  produced  at  Geniji,  a 
village  thirty  hours  from  Salonica. 

Commerce  is  chiefly  carried  on  by  Greeks  and 
Pvlaronite  Chridians,  who  have  their  correfpondents 
at  Dvmiata,  and  along  the  coaft  of  Syria. 

Sometimes  fmall  French  veflels  come  to  trade  for 
tobacco ;  but  there  is  no  Chriftian  conlul  here  ;  and  ic 
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feems  as  if  the  Turks  would  not  admit  any  Franks 
into  it,  the  very  Francifcan  religious  having  been 
hindered  from  building  a  convent. 

We  here  met  with  a  Greek  papa,  to  whom  the 
Englifli  conful  at  Aleppo  had  fent  a  commiflion,  or 
warrant,  appointing  him  interpreter  to  the  nation, 
that  he  might  occafionally  affifl  any  Englifh  or  Dutch 
who  fhould  happen  to  put  in  here :  and  indeed  he 
was  of  particular  fervice  to  us  •,  for  we  were  greatly 
diftreffed  for  want  of  wine,  the  Greeks  not  daring  to 
fell  us  any,  for  fear  of  the  Turks  -,  but  this  worthy 
ecclefiaftic  found  means  to  relieve  us. 

This  city,  at  prefent,  is  within  the  jurifdiftion  of 
Tripoli.  It  is  eafily  difcernible,  that  the  new  city  is 
built  from  the  ruins  of  the  old  ;  for  in  one  of  the 
Ihops  v/e  faw  granite  pillars,  bcfides  other  marks  of 
antiquity,  in  feveral  places.  In  a  garden  we  were 
fhewn  four  very  beautiful  pillars  of  the  Corinthian 
order,  with  their  friezes  entire.  We  alfo  met  with 
a  fm all  fqu are  edifice,  having  at  each  angle  a  large 
pilafter  of  the  Corinthian  order,  with  capitals  and 
friezes  all  of  excellent  workmanfhip. 

This  fl:ru6lure  was  originally  open  on  all  the  four 
fides ;  the  muring  it  up  being  a  Turkifh  work.  It  is 
not  improbable,  that  it  was  originally  a  triumphal  arch, 
the  upper  part  of  it  being  covered  with  baflb-relievos, 
fliields,  fabres,  military  implements,  &c.  and  the 
roof  within  adorned  with  the  like  decorations.  This 
ftrufture  now  has  a  cupola  added  to  it,  as  being  con- 
verted into  a  mofque  :  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  the 
Greeks  made  ufe  of  it  as  a  church  •,  as  on  the  eafl  fide, 
the  place  of  the  altar,  I  could  obferve  fome  traces  of 
frefco- painting,  agreeable  to  the  tafte  of  the  Greeks 
in  their  places  of  worfliip. 

The  pier,  or  harbour,   lies  a  mile  from  the  city, 
down  a  continued  defcent.     It  confifts  of  a  fmall  vil- 
lage, with  ilore-houfes.     The  harbour  is  nearly  cir- 
cular. 
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cular,  with  a  v€iy  narrow  entrance-,  ic  is  capable  of 
receiving  only  barks  and  fmall  veflels,  its  greateft 
depth  being  only  eight  or  nine  feet :  it  is  lb  damaged 
by  ruins,  that  twenty  barks  is  the  greateft  number 
that  can  lie  in  it  with  any  convenience  \  though  a  lit- 
tle labour  would  make  it  capable  of  receiving  two 
hundred.  Here  lay  fix  fmall  French  veflels,  called 
caravanders,  fuch  as  the  Turks  make  ufe  of  for  car- 
rying their  merchandize  along  the  coaft  of  Syria  to 
Damiald,  without  any  tear  ol  being  intercepted  by 
the  Maltefe.  The  Knghfh,  too,  have  feveral  fucli 
veffels.  One  of  the  moft  dangerous  winds  for  this 
harbour  is  the  fouth-ealt,  as  the  veflels  frequently  run 
foul  of  each  other ;  and  if  there  happens  to  beany 
number  at  once,  they  are  obliged  to  lie  along  fide 
of  one  another. 

A  LITTLE  farther  to  the  north  is  a  bridge,  confifl:- 
ing  of  a  great  number  of  arches,  leading  to  a  fmall 
callle  planted  with  patereros.  It  commands  the  en- 
trance of  the  harbour.  And  on  the  other  flde,  fouth- 
ward,  diredly  over-againll  the  caftle,  on  a  fm.all 
rock,  are  ieen  fcveral  ruins,  pofilbly,  of  a  beacon,  or 
iight-houfe. 

Int  the  afternoon  we  left  Laticbf,  (Iriking  away  to 
the  right,  for  the  lake  of  feeing  a  Greek  church,  a 
Gothic  building  of  excellent  free-ftone.  On  the  ea(l 
fide  is  iViU  a  crucifix  in  balTo-relievo  ;  and  here  w-e 
faw  two  huge  pillars,  confliting  of  fevered  ftones,  and 
within,  an  alcent  by  fl:eps ;  under  the  church  were 
fome  vaults,  and  round  about  it,  feveral  foundations 
of  other  buildings.  Great  quantities  of  thefe  ftgnes 
have  been  carried  to  Latichi^  for  the  new  buildings 
there. 

A  SMALL  diftance  farther  v/e  came  to  the  river 
Mefri  el  Pafcba.  This  is  the  ufual  refting  place  for 
travellers,  and  even  for  the  Pafcha,  when  he  paflTes 
this  way,  there  being  a  mofl:  delightful  plain  planted 
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with  trees.  We  here  faw  tents  of  Turcomans,  who 
come  in  the  winter  and  plant  tobacco,  for  which  end 
they  cleared  the  plain,  by  fetting  fire  to  the  woods. 
Many  of  thefe  Turcomans  have  their  fixed  dwelling- 
places  in  the  mountains,  forming  little  hamlets. 

Wt  foon  after  came  among  the  ftraights  of  the 
mountains,  where  we  faw  feveral  Turcomans  remov- 
ing, with  their  wives,  cattle,  &c.  All  the  vales 
here  are  entirely  planted  with  tobacco.  At  length 
we  forded  a  river  called  Kan  elDildera^  the  Bottom  of 
the  Lamp 'y  and  then,  through  a  difficult  way,  went 
further  up  the  mountains,  to  a  large  village  called 
Ordikni,  chiefly  inhabited  by  Turcomans,  who  feem- 
ed  to  live  comfortably  by  their  trade  in  tobacco,  filk, 
and  cattle. 

In  our  farther  progrefs  along  the  mountains,  we 
came  to  a  great  number  of  huts,  made  of  mud  and 
the  boughs  of  trees ;  thefe  are  the  fummer  refidences 
of  the  Turcomans  belonging  to  the  above  villages  ^ 
for  as  they  ftand  higher  than  the  village,  they  enjoy 
a  cooler  air;  likewife  near  the  place  where  they  per- 
form their  worfhip  is  a  fquare  refervoir  for  their 
ablutions. 

The  following  night  we  lay  at  a  village  called 
Chekkin^  and  the  next  morning  purfued  our  journey 
^between  the  mountains.  After  paffing  through  a 
narrow  and  troublefome  road,  we  faw,  on  our  right 
hand,  fome  ruins  or  foundations  of  ancient  ftruc- 
tures ;  and  among  others,  thofe  of  a  Chriftian  church,' 
on  the  walls  of  which  v/e  found  the  followin.^  in- 
fcription. 
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On  the  left  hand  we  entered  feveral  chambers,  and 
other  fubterraneoiis  places.  Not  far  from  hence  we 
faw  feveral  dry  wells,  near  a  rivulet  which  drove 
ibme  mills. 

We  now  defcended  into  a  delightful  valley,  every 
where  well  cultivated,  and  had  an  infinite  number  of 
mulberry-trees.  It  was  well  watered,  efpecially  by 
the  fine  river  Afii,  or  the  Orontes  of  the  ancients, 
which  runs  through  it,  and,  at  .the  diflance  of  fome 
miles,  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  fea. 

After  travelling  an  hour  and  a  half  farther,  we 
came  to  Antioch,  having  the  river  on  our  left  hand, 
which  is  here  very  broad,  and  of  great  advantage  in 
watering  the  gardens  and  plantations,  the  water  being 
conveyed  to  every  part,  and  even  into  the  town,  by 
wooden  pipes.  There  are  alfo  feveral  fmall  arms,  or 
canals,  cut  from  it,  which  convey  the  water  into  the 
country. 
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According  to  the  cuftom  of  this  place,  we  put  up 
at  a  large  kane,  where  we  found  pretty  good  quarters. 
It  had  two  very  large  apartments  j  one  for  the  fum- 
mer,  and  the  other  for  the  winter.  The  entrance  is 
through  a  great  gate,  which  opens  into  an  area  near- 
ly fquarc,  having  a  piazza  all  round  it,  with  (tone 
feats,  and  little  chimneys,  at  certain  diftances.  The 
traveller  lays  his  mattrafs  on  one  of  thefe  feats,  and 
there  repofes  himfelf.  To  thefe  feats  are  fattened 
rings,  for  fecuring  the  horfes ;  and  at  the  chimneys 
every  company  drefs  their  victuals.  This  is  the  fum- 
mer  apartment. 

The  other,  for  the  winter,  is  divided  into  rooms, 
with  {tabling  for  above  400  horfes.  In  the  middle 
are  four  rows  of  pofts  for  faflening  the  horfes  or 
mules  j  and  round  it,  the  fame  kind  of  feats,  with 
chimneys  for  the  accommodation  ©f  travellers.  The 
whole  llru6ture  is  fupported  by  fourteen  very  ftrong 
and  folid  arches.  Moil  kanes  are  provided  with 
large  refervoirs  of  water. 

These  kanes  are  very  convenient  for  travellers, 
who,  when  once  accuftomed  to  the  Turkifli  manner 
no  longer  regret  the  inns  of  France  and  Italy ;  efpe- 
cially  it  they  are  accompanied  with  fervants  who  un- 
derftand  the  method  of  drefTmg  their  viftuals. 

As  thefe  kanes  afford  nothing  but  houfe-room  and 
fire,  the  travellers  muft  purchafe  provifions  at  the 
market,  which  is  generally  near  at  hand. 

This  cuilom  of  the  Turks  proceeds  from  a  mo- 
tive of  hofpitality  -,  many  having  left  large  fums 
purely  for  building  kanes,  mofques,  and  fountains 
or  refervoirs,  for  public  ufe. 
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CHAP.     XXI. 

Some  account  5/^  Antloch.     "Journey  through  Alex- 
andretta  to  Aleppo. 

TH  E  city  of  Antioch,  which  was  built  300 
years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  by  Seleucus 
Nicanor,  and  fo  .called  in  honour  of  his  father  An- 
tiochus,  is  mentioned  by  Strabo  and  Jofephus,  as  the 
capital  of  Syria,  and  the  relidence  of  the  fovereign 
of  the  country.  If  we  except  Rome  and  Alexandria^ 
it  was  inferior  to  no  city  in  the  Roman  Empire. 

The  Macedonian  inhabitants  of  this  city  ufed  at 
iirfl  the  chronology  of  their  country,  as  the  Emperor 
Julian  obferves  in  his  fatire  againfl  themj  but  after- 
wards rhey  adopted  that  of  the  Seleucides,  till  they 
were  fubdued  by  the  Romans. 

PoMPEY  purchafed  this  city,  and  beflowed  on  it 
the  liberty  of  being  governed  and  regulated  by  its 
own  laws  •,  and  this  remarkable  event  induced  them 
to  adopt  in  their  chronology  the  asra  of  their  freedom. 
They  afterwards  obtained  frefh  privileges  from  Julius 
Cjefar,  and  again  altered  their  chronology,  ufing  the 
sera  of  the  firil  year  of  the  reign  of  Auguftus  Casfar, 
in  Syria. 

Strabo  informs  us,  that  this  city,  together  with 
Seleucia,  Apamia^  and  Laodicea,  from  their  conftant 
union,  were  called  The  Four  Sifiers. 

Among  modern  authors,  who  fpeak  of  the  gran- 
deur and  pomp  of  this  city,  Bongars,  in  his  Gejta 
Dei  per  Francos,  gives  us  the  following  account : 
Antiochia,  urbs  pulchra  ^  honorahilts,  quia  intra  mu- 
ros  ejus  fun  I  quatuor  montane^  maxinice  ^  nimis  alt.e,  in 
altiori  qtioquc  ejl  Cafidlum  adificatum  mirahik  <o?  nimis 
forte,  Deorfum  ejt  civitas  honorabilis  cs?  conveniens  om- 
nibufque  ornata  honoribus,  qtwniam  riinltcc  ecclefi.^e  funt 
in  ea  adificata,  trecenta  ^  fexaginta  monajleria  in  fe 
(ontinet.  Sub  ftio  jugo  continet  patriarch  a  centum  & 
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quinquaginta  tres  epifcopos.  Clauditur  ci-vitas  duohus  mU" 
ris ;  majcr  qtwqiievalde  ejl  altus  ^mirabiliter  latus^  mag- 
ttifque  lapidihus  compvfitus,  in  quo  funt  ordinate  quater 
centum  & quinquaginta  turres^  modifque  cmnihus  ejl  civitas 
formofa.  Ab  oriente  clauditur  quatuor  magnis  montaneis. 
Ah  cccidente  /ecus  muros  fiuit  quoddam  flumen^  cui  Jiomen 
Farfar :  1,  t.Antioch  is  a  beautiful  and  remarkable  city; 
contains  within  its  walls  four  large  mountains,  on  the 
highcft  of  which  is  an  aftonifliing  caftle  of  exceeding 
ftrength  ;  the  lower  part  of  it  is  embellifhed  with 
all  kinds  of  ornaments ;  and  has  360  convents,  be- 
fides  feveral  churches.  The  patriarch  has  under  him 
150  bifliops.  It  is  environed  with  two  walls,  one  of 
which  is  very  high  and  broad,  built  of  large  ftones. 
In  the  circuit  of  this  wall  are  450  towers ;  fo  that 
this  city,  in  all  refpefts,  makes  a  very  beautiful  and 
grand  appearance.  On  the  ealt  fide  it  is,  as  it  were, 
confined  by  four  lofty  mountains,  and  on  the  wefb, 
its  walls  are  wafhed  by  the  river  Farfar. 

This  city,  and  its  high  mountain,  which  I  fhall 
defcribe  in  the  fequel,  is  mentioned  by  Benjamin 
Tudelenfis  in  the  following  manner :  Antiochia  magna 
eji  fecundum  fluvium  Pirin  valle  Jabcq/tta^  qui  ex  Li- 
iano  regionis  Emath  monte  defluit.  Hanc  urbem  Antio- 
chus  rex  ^edificavit^  cui  altijjlmus  mons  imminet  muro^  ur- 
bis  etiam  ambitus.  In  montis  autem  vertice  fons  eJi,  cui 
homo  quidam  eft  prafe5ius.  Is  per  cavas  trabes  aquam 
fubterraneis  condu^ibus  in  Magnatum  urbanas  domos 
immijjam  dijlribuit.  Ex  altera  autem  latere  e  regione 
montis  urbsfluvii  alveo  ambitur  ;  ejique  munitijfima  urhs 
diticnis  dijfidentium  a  fide  7iofira.  Sunt  verb  illic  aliquot 
7iumero  Ifraelita^  artifices  vitri,  &'c.  i.  e.  Antioch  is 
very  large,  and  lies  in  the  valley  of  Jaboq,  on  the  ri- 
ver Pir,  which  has  its  fource  in  mount  Lebanon.,  in 
the  country  of  Efnath.  It  was  built  by  Antiochus, 
and  contains,  within  its  walls,  a  very  high  moun- 
tain, having  near  the  top  a  fpring,  from  whence  the 
•water  is  coi:^veyed,  through  wooden  pipes,  into  the 

houfes 


Europe y  the  Holy  Lafid,  Egypt,  Sec.      325 

'  houfes  of  the  great.  On  the  fide  oppofite  to  the 
mountain,  the  city  is  furrounded  by  the  river.  It  is 
very  ftrong,  and  inhabited  by  a  people  utterly  averfe 
tx5  our  faith  •,  yet  here  are  fome  Ifraelites,  who  arc 
glafs-makers,  &:c. 

This  Benjamin  returned  from  his  travels  in  the 
year  933,  as  appears  from  the  preface  to  his  book, 
where  he  fays,  that  being  at  length  returned  to 
Cajiile^  in  the  year  ^^^^  he  related  all  thefe  things  to 
his  people. 

At  prefent,  this  city  is  no  more  than  a  large  af- 
femblage  of  ill-built  iioufcs,  liaving  only  one  fingle 
ilory.  It  is  nearly  circular,  and  fomething  larger 
than  'Tripoli :  But  in  the  mean  time  it  is  very  fur- 
prizing,  that  Icarce  the  leaft  remains  of  the  many 
flately  and  fuperb  edifices,  for  which  this  city  was 
(o  famous,  are  now  to  be  fcen  ;  as  if  the  feveral  con- 
querors, who  fuccefTively  became  mafters  of  it,  had 
made  it  their  bufinefs  to  deftroy  it,  and  annihilate 
them,  even  to  the  very  foundations. 

In  palTing  through  this  city,  the  only  remarkable 
objeft  we  obfbrved,  was  a  large  piece  of  a  very  ftrong 
brick  wall,  with  apertures  in  it,  relembling  windows. 
This  feemed  to  be  the  melancholy  remnant  of  fome 
church,  or  palace.  In  the  fardar,  or  governor's 
houfe,  is  a  cupola,  or  round  building,  with  very 
thick  walls,  which  probably  ferved  the  Greeks  for- 
merly for  a  church.  In  the  market  I  obferved  a 
great  plenty  of  every  thing,  and  particularJy  bread, 
which   was  fold  ,at  a  very  cheap  rate. 

After  pafling  through  the  city,  we  afcended  the 
high  mountain  on  the  call  fide  of  it,  from  whence, 
among  other  objefts,  we  had  a  profped  of  the  charm- 
ing plain  of  y^«//(jr^,  which  is  of  fuch  extent,  that 
we  could  hardly  fee  the  limits  of  it.  About  the  mid- 
dle is  a  large  lake,  near  three  hours  in  length,  and 
from  it  iflTues  a  river,  the  meanders  of  which  along 
the  plain  add  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  profpcd. 
Y^  The 
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The  Turks  call  this  lake  Cara  Soe,  or  Black  Water, 
It  abounds  with  eels,  which  are  faked  for  exporta- 
tion. 

The  Greeks  make  thefe  filli  an  article  of  trade, 
felling  large  quantities  of  them  to  French  vefiels 
trading  to  Jlexandretta^  who  difpofe  of  them  at 
Malta  and  Leghonu  with  very  confiderable  profit. 

Here  we  faw  the  remains  of  an  ancient  caftle, 
confiding  of  a  double  row  of  walls  one  above  the  other, 
with  their  bulwarks,  all  of  brick,  lined  with  free- 
flone. 

The  parts  of  this  once  fplendid  city,  now  remain- 
ing, are  the  walls,  which  are  extremely  ftrong  and 
folid,  and  decorated  with  fquare  towers  at  certain 
diflances.  Thefe  towers  are  of  brick,  incruftedwith 
free-ftone.  They  have  in  general  three  ftories  -,  fo 
that  they  v/ould  commodioufly  contain  a  fufRcient 
number  of  foldiers  for  their  defence. 

The  circuit  of  thefe  walls  is  not  lefs  than  four 
hours,  extending  from  the  lowed  part  of  the  city  to 
the  very  fummit  of  the  mountain  •,  though  on  the 
weft  fide  they  are  confiderably  decayed. 

I  REMEMBER  to  have  fccn  the  like  at  Genoa^  where 
the  walls  a!fo  rofe  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  which 
commands  the  city,  and  thus  form  a  circumference 
of  five  hours. 

I'he  Turks  have  feveral  fiftions  current  among 
them,  concerning  thefe  walls  •,  among  others,  they 
aiTured  me,  that  they  were  built  by  two  brothers  :  but 
to  me,  thefe  walls  appeared  as  the  work  of  the 
Franks,  or  Chriftians,  when  they  were  mafters  of 
Antioch. 

Within  the  walls,  befidesthe  buildings  and  moun- 
tains, is  a  mulberry  plantation,  but  once  inhabited, 
as  appears  from  the  remains  of  buildings. 

^'VE  next  vifited  the  place,  where  the  Greeks  per- 
form divine  iervice.  nut  beins:  allov;cd  a  church  with- 
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in  the  city.  So  that  the  patriarch  oi  Antioch  is  obliged 
to  re  fide  at  Dawafcus  or  Aleppo. 

This  rehgious  place  is  a  large  grotto,  about  half 
a  mile  from  the  town.  It  is,  indeed,  large  enough  for  a 
church  ;  and,  by  fome  remains,  it  appears  to  have 
been  kept  with  greater  decency  and  regard  than  at 
pre  fen  t. 

Not  far  from  hence,  among  the  mountains,  are 
a  great  number  of  fmall  fcatteied  ruins ;  probably 
the  remains  of  hermitages,  or  folitary  retirements  of 
the  religious. 

We  left  this  place  about  noon,  and  a  little  with- 
out the  city,  pafifed  a  bridge  laid  over  the  famous 
river  Orontes,  which  runs  near  the  city  walls. 

Having  crofied  this  river,  we  continued  our  jour- 
ney along  the  plain  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  and 
came  to  another  river,  difcharging  itfelf  into  the 
above-mentioned  lake,  which  we  left  on  our  right 
hand.  We  alfo  croffed  feveral  rivulets,  running  into 
the  fame  lake;  and,  after  travelling  about  four  hours, 
pafTed  near  a  very  large  trunk  of  a  tree,  which  the 
robbers  had  burnt,  becaufe  feveral  of  their  gang  had 
been  hanged  upon  it. 

We  now  entered  a  very  narrow  way  among  the 
mountains,  which  not  long  fince  was  infamous  for 
the  many  violences  and  outrages  committed  on  tra- 
vellers •,  but  at  prefent,  by  the  activity  of  a  mufti  of 
Conjlantinople,  it  is  perfeftly  fafe. 

This  mufti  caufed  a  fine  kane  to  be  built  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  fettled  near  it  fome  Turcomans, 
who,  under  the  command  of  the  mafter  of  the  kane, 
utterly  extirpated  the  robbers,  who  fheltered  them- 
felves  in  thefe  mountains.  The  name  of  this  gover- 
nor was  Muftapha,  who,  on  feveral  occafions,  fhewed 
the  greateft  bravery;  till,  like  many  others  in  this 
country,  in  return  for  his  courage  and  fidelity,  he 
was   poifoned   in  a  difh  of  coffee  j    and   the   mufti 
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himfelf  fell  a  viftini  to  the  tyrannical  Gifpofitlon  of 
the  reigning  fultan. 

This  beautiful  kane  is  fituatcd  at  the  end  of  the 
ftraight  running  between  the  mountains  •,  it  has  fome- 
thing  of  the  appearance  of  a  caftle,  being  furrounded 
with  a  very  ttout  wall,  and  a  tower  at  each  angle, 
planted  with  pateraros.  The  governor  lives  over 
the  eaft  gate,  adjoining  to  which  are  fome  apartments 
for  his  women  ;  and  in  the  area,  a  particular  bath  for 
his  own  ufe. 

On  our  entring  the  kane  through  this  gate,  we 
found  ourfelves  in  a  fpacious  fquare,  having  in  the 
center  a  very  elegant  mofque  terminating  in  a  mina- 
retj^and  in  the  center  a  refervoir.  On  the  right  fide  is 
a  piazza,  with  feats  and  chimnies,  and  on  the  fame  fide 
a  door  leading  to  the  winter  apartment.  The  infide 
afforded  room  for40ohorfes,  and  round  it  was  a  raifed 
place  or  feat  for  travellers  and  their  goods.  On  the 
left  hand  were  fhops  with  all  kind  of  provifion,  &c. 
and  behind  thefe  fhops  a  ifreet  of  huts  or  barracks  for 
foldiers,  with  their  wives  and  children. 

Over  the  gate,  on  the  wefl  fide,  the  aga's  lieute- 
r.anc  refides,  and  near  it  is  a  large  room  ferving  for  a 
kitchen,  when  a  pafcha  or  great  man  vifits  the  place. 
This  kane,  inclufive  of  its  appurtenances,  is  fuppofed 
to  be  half  a  mile  in  circuit.  On  the  weft  fide,  at  the 
foot  of  a  mountain,  is  a  village,  inhabited  by  Tur- 
comans under  the  command  of  the  aga  of  the  kane, 
who  are  provided  with  good  fire  arms,  but  their  huts 
are  very  uneven,  being  built  only  of  mud  and  ftraw. 
We  Itft  the  kane  early  the  next  morning,  and  ob- 
ferved,  on  our  left  hand,  an  ancient  caflle,  refemb- 
ling  a  gothic  flrudlure  -,  but  at  prefent  is  only  a  ftali 
for  cows  and  fheep.  This  mountain  is  infefted  with 
great  numbers  of  wild  beafts,  as  hyenas,  leopards, 
lynces,  bulls,  foxes,  l^c.  The  hyenas  are  very  fierce, 
?ind  fomewhat  larger  than  a  wolf.  There  is  alfo  a 
fmall  creature  about  the  fize  of  a  rat,  having  ears, 
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head,  and  teeth,  refembling  thofe  of  a  rabbit,  but 
the  legs  very  difFerent,  and  much  larger.  It  is  of  a 
very  light  brown.  The  figure  of  it  is  often  feen  on 
greek  medals.  About  three  hours  further  brought  us 
to  Bilan^  a  large  village,  or  rather  a  fmall  town,  in- 
habited by  Turks  and  Armenians,  fituated  at  the 
defile  or  pals,  probably  the  Pylce  Amanic^,  there 
being  here  a  large  opening  between  the  mountains, 
through  which  you  have  a  profped:  of  the  fea. 

Most  of  i\iQ.  Aleppo  merchants,  and  feveral  of  the 
inhabitants  oS.  Akxandretta^  refort  hither  in  fummer 
time,  and  when  the  plague  rages  in  thofe  places,  the 
air  being  here  very  frefli  and  healthy,  by  reafon  of 
its  fituation  between  the  mountains ;  the  wine  here  is 
Ifo  excellent. 

We  dined  in  any  kane,  confiding  only  of  a  winter 
apartment.  The  building  is  very  mafify  and  covered 
with  lead.  Three  hours  further,  down  a  continual 
defcent,  brought  us  to  Akxandretta^  by  the  Turks 
called  Scanderoon  •,  built  near  the  fide  of  the  ancient 
Alexandria^  that  city  {landing  farther  up  towards  the 
mountain,  near  a  fine  well  called  here  St.  Jacobs 
welly  by  which  I  fuppofe  they  mean  Jacob  the  pa- 
triarch. It's  water  is  excellent,  and  therefore  drank 
by  all  the  inhabitants  of  Alexandretta  :  not  far  from 
this  well,  if  we  will  credit  the  Greeks,  are  the  re- 
mains of  Laban's  houfe. 

Alexandretta  is  at  prefent  fo  fmall,  though  in 
a  thriving  condition,  that  I  queftion  whether  it  has 
fixty  houfes,  and  thefe  but  mean,  except  that  inha- 
bited by  the  Englifli  vice-conful,  and  a  few  others. 

This  EngliOi  houfe  makes  a  very  handfome  ap- 
pearance, and  adjoining  to  it  are  fome  flately  ware- 
fioufes  built  by  the  Turky  company.  It  is  ftrange 
that  a  town  fhould  be  erefted  in  fo  unhealthy  a  fitua- 
tion, amidft  morafiies  and  (landing  waters,  the  effluvia 
of  which  muft  naturally  corrupt  the  air.  Accordingly 
«ts  inhabitants  in  fummer  time  avoid  the  inconveni- 
ence 
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ence  by  removing  to  Bikin  -,  though,  if  any  thing 
can  be  an  equivalent  to  health,  this  fituation  is  com- 
penfated  by  irs  proximity  to  the  fea,  as  it  ftands  at 
the  bottom  of  a  gulph,  called  by  the  ancients  Sonus 
Ififcus. 

At  the  foot  of  this  mountain  is  a  remarkable  chafm 
or  fiffure,  faid  to  have  been  caufed  by  an  earthquake. 
This  bay  is  tolerably  fafe,  and  the  fliips  lie  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  fliore.  The  eaft  wind  however 
coming  from  the  mountains,  fometimes  forces  them 
from  their  anchors,  and  obliges  them  to  fland  out  to 
fea ;  but  the  north  winds,  which  are  generally  very 
violent,  feldom  lafb  above  twenty  four  hours. 

Most  of  the  inhabitants  of  Alexandretta^  are 
Greeks  •,  it  is  likewife  the  refidence  of  a  greek  bifhop-, 
the  fathers  of  the  holy  land  have  alfo  a  convent  here. 

In  a  morafs  not  far  from  this  place  is  a  large  fquare 
tower,  fuppofed  to  be  built  by  Godfrey  de  Bulloign, 
it  is  ftill  very  firm  and  ftrong,  the  fteps  leading  up 
to  its  beautiful  terras  are  alfo  intire.  In  the  weft 
wall  is  a  crofs,  which  fome  think  to  have  been  God- 
frey's coat  of  arms. 

This  tower  is  at  prefent  inhabited  by  the  Bedouins, 
a  fort  of  Arabians,  who,  in  winter,  live  here  with 
their  cattle.  Thefe  Bedouins  are  inhabitants  of  the 
defart,  and  the  nobleft  by  birth  of  all  the  Arabians. 
Belides  thefe,  there  are  three  other  claffes,  the  Mcedi, 
or  ambulatory,  are  reputed  lefs  noble  than  the  for- 
mer, thefe  have  no  fetded  habitation  -,  and  their 
wealth  confifts  of  a  great  number  of  bufFalos,  whofe 
milk  they  fell  in  the  adjacent  towns.  The  fe- 
cond  clafs  being  lefs  eftcemcd  among  the  Arabians, 
are  the  Hadri  who  dwell  in  fortified  places.  The 
third  are  called  Fella  ;  thefe  are  properly  the  peafants, 
who  plough  the  land,  and  live  in  villages. 

Afttr  many  civilities  received  from  the  vice- 
conful,  we  fit  out  for  Aleppo^  and  the  following  night 
lay  at  the  abovemenLiontci  (lately  kane,  built  by  the 
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unfortunate  Mufti.  We  next  crofTed  the  plain  of 
Antioch,  and  forded  a  river,  which,  after  many  me- 
anders, joins  the  Afti,  or  Orontes.  Our  mulatteer 
led  us  out  of  the  direct  road  to  Aleppo,  purely  to 
fhew  us  his  native  village,  called  Moifnora,  a  vefy 
miftaken  piece  of  pride,  the  houfcs  being  remark- 
ably mean,  and  covered  with  ftraw. 

By  the  way  we  faw  large  plantations  of  liquorice, 
and  feveral  very  large  flights  of  white  fowl  refemb- 
ling  a  duck.  About  two  miles  from  the  laft  village 
is  a  (lone  bridge,  over  the  Orontes,  We  now  di- 
rciflcd  our  way  towards  the  north  eafl,  and  in  the 
evening  came  to  a  town  called  Horain,  Ikuated  at 
the  end  of  the  plain.  The  moft  remarkable  objefl: 
here  is  an  old  fort,  built  upon  a  rock,  every  fide  of 
which  is  defignedly  rendered  impradicable  by  its 
fteepnefs.  It  is  furrounded  by  a  broad  moat,  but  at 
prefent  the  greateft  part  of  it  lies  in  ruins,  and  only 
ferves  fome  Turcumans,  and  their  cattle,  for  a  habi- 
tation. The  country  round  this  village  is  covered 
with  plantations  of  mulberry  trees  •,  and  a  confidera- 
ble  quantity  of  good  filk  is  made  here. 

Early  the  next  morning  we  purfued  our 
journey  by  a  way  lying  towards  the  north  eaft, 
which  brought  us  to  a  valley  extremely  well  culti- 
vated, between  two  naked  and  barren  mountains. 
At  fome  diftance,  near  a  village,  called  Hajfm  ,  we 
faw  feveral  ancient  fepulchres  hewn  in  the  rock,  and 
refcmbling  thofe  we  had  feen  between  St.  John 
d  ^Acri  and  lyrus.  Half  a  mile  farther  we  faw 
upon  an  eminence,  in  a  imall  wood  of  olive  trees, 
another  fepulchre  like  thofe  of  Tortofa,  except  that 
the  former  had  no  rowers,  or  infignia ;  we  entered  it 
by  defcending  a  flight  of  fteps,  which  brought  us  to 
a  fquare  room  with  fix  niches  for  depofiting  dead  bo- 
dies. 

We   were  now  again  among  the  mountains  and 

rocks,  almoil  every  where  barren.     Their  colour  is 
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bluifh.  In  a  few  fpots  among  them,  as  on  the  hills  o'i 
PalejUne,  we  faw  corn  growing.  This  mountain  has 
many  ruins  of  churches.  We  next  came  to  a  wood 
of  olive  trees,  in  which  were  alfo  fome  ruins,  and 
here  and  there  a  few  huts,  the  dwellings  of  miferable 
peafants.  This  place  is  called  Radfi.  The  olive 
trees  appeared  to  be  very  ancient,  and  were,  1  fup- 
pofe,  planted  here  by  the  Chriftians  before  the  coun- 
try was  laid  wafte  by  the  Turks.  From  the  multi- 
tude of  fmall  ruins,  it  is  very  probable  that  this  moun- 
tain was  the  refort  of  a  great  number  of  hermits. 

Having  at  length  palfed  thefe  rugged  mountains, 
we  came  to  the  beautiful  valley  of  Kejlain^  which  we 
crofied,  our  road  leading  at  firft  through  a  wood  of 
olive  trees,  and  afterwards  over  ploughed  lands,  till 
we  came  to  a  village  of  that  name.  It  exhibits  a 
pretty  appearance,  and  feems  even  of  confiderable 
iargenefs.  But  on  our  coming  to  it  we  were  very 
much  furprifed  that  what  we  took  for  houfes  at  a  dif- 
tance,  were  only  dove  cots. 

Tkese  dove-cots  are  made  of  dry  mud,  about 
twenty  feet  high,  that  at  a  diftance,  they  appear  like 
cottages.  The  doves  enter  at  the  top,  and  round  the 
fides  water  is  provided  for  them  without  the  trouble 
of  going  in.  The  walls  on  the  infide  are  lined  with 
nefts  made  of  earth,  and  on  the  top  is  a  terras  fup- 
ported  by  branches  of  trees.  Moft  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  village  are  Drufes.  Before  the  door  of  a 
bath  here,  we  faw  a  large  (tone,  with  a  crofs  in  balTo 
relievo,  with  the  following  infcription : 

MHNOC  APTEMICIOYCIN  A.  TOT   .  .  .  OTC-  .  .  . 

The  plain  of  KeJJain  is  of  fuch  extent,  that  we 
could  not  fee  the  end  of  it  •,  is  every  where  well  cul- 
tivated, and  interfperfed  with  villages.  One  thing 
particular  to  it  is,  that  not  a  fingle  {lone  is  to  be 
found.     The  foil  is  reddifli,    and  very  fuitable   to 
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corn,  (^c.  which,  by  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants, 
produces  great  plenty. 

We  continued  our  journey  through  this  plain, 
pafTing  by  the  villages  of  Hozane,  Legani,  EJfayh^ 
Keffri,  and  Oeron.  Alter  which  we  crofTed  fome 
flony  eminencies,  and  in  an  about  an  hour  and  half, 
came  to  Kane-mel,  leaving  on  our  right  Kane  To- 
man, which  has  always  a  garrifon  of  forty  men,  for 
protecting  the  neighbouring  places  from  the  depre- 
dations of  the  Arabians. 

Kane-mel  is  about  an  hour  and  half  from  Aleppo, 
Here  we  faw  among  the  mountains  a  caftle  called 
Alep,  but  at  prefcnt  in  a  ruinous  condition,  and  fefves 
only  for  a  flielter  to  the  Arabians.  This  place  was 
formerly  very  dangerous,  but  by  the  adtivity  of  the 
parties  appointed  for  the  protection  of  the  roads,  it 
is  now  very  fafe  travelling.  In  tlie  evening  we  arriv- 
ed at  Aleppo,  but  the  gates  being  fhut,  we  pafled. 
the  night  in  a  khane  without  the  walls. 


C  II  A  P.     XXII. 

Account  of  Aleppo,    it's  government^   trade,  and 
inhabita?ifs. 

ALEPPO,  one  of  the  moft  opulent  and  cele- 
brated places  in  all  the  Levant,  is  faid  to  de- 
rive its  name  from  the  arabicword  Chalep  or  Hhalep, 
which  fignifies  milk,  and  by  fome  is  thought  to  have 
been  built  on  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Berea,  the  ca- 
pital of  Comagene  in  Syria.  Benjamin  Tudelenfis 
fpeaks  of  it  in  the  following  manner  :  Hhalep,  cui 
tirbi  et  regioni  antiq^tmm  nomen  Aram  Tfoba  fuit  •,  ejfque 
Regio  Noraldini  Regis,  intra  qiiam  Palatium  ejl  maxi- 
mo  muro  cin^um,  nullufiue  in  tota  urbe  fans,  aut  pu- 
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teus,  aut  fiuvius  ejl ;  bihuntur  verb  imhres  in  cijlernis 
colle^i^  quas  lingua  Ijmaelitica  Algubos  vocant :  that  is, 
Hhalep,  a  city  and  territory,  formerly  known  by  the 
name  of  Aram  'T'foha^  is  the  capitol  of  the  Noraldine 
kingdom,  and  within  it  is  a  palace  furrounded  by  a 
very  ftrong  wall.  Throughout  the  whole  place 
there  is  neither  fountain,  well,  nor  river ;  fo  that  all 
the  natives  have  to  drink  is  the  rain  water  faved  in 
cifberns,  which,  in  the  arabick,  are  called  Algubos. 
Concerning  the  antiquity  of  thiscity,  Icould  procure 
no  certain  information,  there  being  no  arable  writings 
which  mention  it  with  any  accuracy. 

In  the  year  638,  both  the  city  and  caftle  were 
taken  by  the  Saracens;  in  1516  fultan  Selim became 
mafter  of  it ;  concerning  which,  Crutius,  in  his  1'urco 
GraciUy  lib.  i.  p.  42,  gives  the  following  account : 
Circa  Annum  15 16.  Suit  anus  Selimus  Chalepmn  (olim 
Epiphaniam)  cepit  ahfque  dimicatione ;  prafeSio  Civi- 
tatis,  cui  nomen  Chaerbeio  erat,  fe  fubmittente  et  dedi- 
tionem  faciente.  ^em  clementer  except t  Selimus,  muliis 
muneribus  honorans ;  pollicitiis  infuper,  fe  uhi  Alcairum 
et  Mgyptum  in  poteftatem  redegijfet,  ipfum  ibi  Regem 
conjiitiiturum :  that  is,  in  the  year  15 16,  fultan  Selim 
took  Chalep^  formerly  Epiphania^  without  ftriking 
a  blov/,  the  governor  of  the  city,  whofe  name  was 
Chaerbeio,  immediately  furrendering  it.  Selim 
fhewed  him  great  civility,  conferred  many  particular 
favours  on  him,  and  even  promifed,  that,  on  his  con- 
quering Alcair  and  Egypt,  he  would  make  him  king 
of  thofe  countries. 

This  city  is  likewife  celebrated  for  being  the  birth- 
place of  Tzdvi,  a  poulterer's  fon,  who,  in  the  laft 
century,  pretended  to  be  the  true  nieffiah  ;  his  ad- 
ventures may  be  feen  at  large  in  Bafnage's  Hijiory  of 
the  Jews.  This  city  has,  on  its  eafl:  fide,  the  valley 
of  fait  and  the  wildernefs,  on  the  weft  Alexandretta, 
on  the  north  Toukat^  and  on  the  fouth  Damafcus. 
It  lies  on  a  fmall  river  called  Slnga,   formed  by   the 
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Bira,  an  arm  of  the  Euphrates ;  its  water  is  excellent, 
and  turns  fixteen  corn  mills,  which  ftand  within  a 
fmall  dillance  of  the  city. 

Along  its  banks  are  a  great  number  of  gardens 
into  which  water  is  conveyed,  by  means  of  wheels 
worked  by  the  river  itfelf,  which  is  much  more  con- 
venient than  the  method  in  Egypt.  This  river, 
tho'  fmall,  abounds  with  feveral  kinds  of  fifli,  and 
at  laft  lofes  itfelf  in  a  morafs,  near  a  place  called  Ha- 
der,  feven  hours  from  Aleppo.  If  the  winter  has 
not  been  rainy,  or  if  the  fummer  proves  dry,  this 
river  is  very  low,  and,  in  the  year  1 668,  it  was  en- 
tirely dried  up. 

.  Within  the  city  o^  Aleppo  are  four  eminencies  or 
hills ;  on  the  firft  ftands  the  caftle  •,  the  fecond  near 
the  prifon-gate  is  covered  with  houfes  ;  the  third 
called  Ankabi,  is  alfo  inhabited,  and  the  fourth,  G^- 
hieli,   lies  on  the  Damafcus  fide. 

Round  the  city,  properly  fo  called,  are  ten  fub- 
urbs,  moflly  inhabited  by  Chrifiians ;  fo  that  the 
whole  circuit  of  Aleppo  is  computed  at  three  hours. 
It  is  furrounded  by  a  {Irong  wall  of  hewn  ftone,  de- 
corated with  fquare  towers,  at  the  diftance  of  150 
paces,  but  the  Turks  taking  little  care  to  repair  thefe 
works,  moft  parts  are  in  a  ruinous  condition. 

The  gates  of  Aleppo  are  ten  in  number,  one  is 
mured  up,  the  other  nine  are,  Bab  Antackie,  or  An- 
tioch  Gate,  Bab  Kannafiarin,  or  prifon  Gate,  Bab 
el  Makam,  or  Damafcus  Gate,  Bab  Neyrab,  or 
Neyrab  Gate,  Bab  el  Hamar,  or  Red  Gate,  Bab  ei 
Hedid,  or  Iron  Gate,  Bab  NalTer,  or  Conquering 
Gate,  otherwife  called  St.  George's  Gate,  Bab  el 
Farragh,  and  Bab  Genin,  or  Garden  Gate.  The 
keys  of  all  thefe  gates  are  kept  by  the  aga  of  the  jana- 
faries,  who  opens  and  fliuts  them  at  certain  ftated 
hours. 

The  chief  ftrength  of  this  City  does  not  confift  fo 
much  in  the  fortifications,  as  in  the  multitude  of  its 
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inhabitants ;  yet  the  caftle  merits  the  attention  of  the 
curious  traveller.  It  flandson  the  middle  of  the  city  on 
an  eminence,  rendered  fteep  by  labour,  and  was  lined 
with  free  (tone,  the  remains  of  which  are  flill  vifible. 

It  is  about  half  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  circuit. 
The  walls,  according  to  the  Turkifh  tafte,  are  built 
of  free  ftone,  and  very  ilrong ;  the  eminence  is  fur- 
rounded  by  a  deep  moat,  which  is  fometimes  full  of 
water,  and  fometimes  dry. 

The  entrance  to  the  caftle  is  very  grand,  over  a 
bridge  of  eight  arches  with  three  gates :  in  the  caftle 
are  about  250  houfes,  in  which  are  ufually  1200  in- 
habitants, and  the  garrifon  confifts  of  350,  janifaries 
included.  But  it  does  not  feem  to  be  anfwerably 
provided  with  cannon,  and  other  military  ftores.  In- 
ilead  of  out-works  it  is  defended  by  feveral  fmall 
fquare  towers,  ereded  on  the  declivity  of  the  moun- 
tain. 

In  the  year  1630,  fultan  Amurath  ftripped  this 
caftle  of  all  its  guns  and  ammunition,  to  make  ufe  of 
them  in  the  fiege  of  Bagdat.  The  commandant  is 
an  aga,  appointed  by  the  grand  fignior,  who  has 
under  him  a  garrifon  of  janifaries,  paid  out  of  the 
revenues  of  the  town  ;  but  the  aga  receives  his  fallary 
out  of  the  taxes  payable  from  the  villages  within  the 
dependence  of  the  city. 

This  aga,  though  not  fubordinate  to  the  pafchaof 
the  city,  is  not  to  ftir  out  of  the  caftle,  without  leave 
obtained  from  him ;  and  in  his  abfence  the  command 
devolves  on  his  lieutenant.  The  aga  does  not  imme- 
diately pay  the  grand  fignior  any  fum  of  money  for 
this  poft,  but  were  he  not  now  and  then  to  fend  hin> 
fome  confiderable  prefents,  he  would  be  foon  fenfible 
of  his  impudent  parfimony.  The  janifaries  in  gar- 
rifon here,  never  take  the  field  on  any  emergencyjj 
nor  are  removed  to  any  other  place  •,  but  when  once 
entered  in  the  caftle  they  live  and  die  in  that  fer- 
vice. 

The 
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The  city  is  handfome  and  well   builr,   the  ftreets 
broad,  and  in  the  midfi:  of  them  a  kind  of  canal  full 
of  water.     The  houfes  are  of  freeze  ftonc,  of  a  conve* 
nient  difpofition,  and  thofe  of  the  great  and  wealthy- 
very  richly  furniflied  ;  every  houfe  has  alfo  its  terras. 
Under  ground  is  a  large  refcrvoir  of  excellent  wa- 
ter, brought  from  Hailan^   about  two  hours   diftant 
from  the  city,  and  fupplies  feveral  public  and  private 
fountains.     It  has  alfo  feveral  beautiful  mofques,  the 
cupolas  of  Vvhich  are  covered  with   lead.     Two   of 
thefe  are  particularly  remarkable  for  fplendor;    the 
largeft  called  Beairanic,  built  by  Pafcha  Bearim,  go- 
vernor of  this  city,  and  that  known  by  the  name  of 
Sadlie,  the  founder  of  which  was  a  private  citizen. 
Here  are  alfo  a  confiderable  number  of  very  large 
and  convenient  kanes,  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
foreign  merchants,    and  the  fifety  of  their  goods  v- 
moft  of  the  bazars  are  roofed,  and  every  kind  of  mer-* 
chandife  has  its  particular  department. 

The  city  is  generally  divided  into  feventy  two 
wards,  twenty  two  in  the  old,  or  what  is  propt^rly 
called  the  city,  and  fifry  in  the  fi.iburbs.  Thefe  are 
all  diftinguiflied  by  their  names,  and  over  each  is  a 
capon,  or  chief,  who  is  anfwerable  for  whatever  dif- 
orders  may  be  committed.  He  is  alfo  ftiled  Iman, 
and  at  the  fame  time,  receiver  of  the  grand  fignior's 
revenues,  payable  from  every  houfe  ;  and  for  thefe  he 
accounts  with  the  Teftardar.  He  is  chofen  by  the 
ward,  and  has  the  privilege  of  appointing  his  chiek, 
or  deputy  capon,  who  receives  the  duties  inftead  of 
his  mafter.  In  compenfation  for  this  trouble,  they 
are  both  exempt  from  all  taxes.  He  likewife  ap- 
points a  hareb  or  watchman  for  his  ward,  who,  dur- 
ing the  nightj  is  to  alarm  the  city  on  the  appearance 
of  any  robberies,  or  unjuft  practices. 

All  thefe  wards  colleftively,  including  mofque?, 
feraglios,  kanes,  coffee-houfes,  bagnios,  mills,  bake- 
houfes,  Ci'Y.  make  the  number  of  14 143  houfes,   all 
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which,  except  the  mofques,  and  a  few  other  build- 
ings, who  have  obtained  a  particular  difpenfation, 
pay  an  annual  tax  according  to  their  dimenfions. 
The  agas,  who  colled  this  duty,  often  exercife  ex- 
treme violences  and  opprelTions,  which  the  pafcha 
connives  ar„  as  he  can  the  better  afford  to  make  him 
a  fubftantial  prefent. 

Aleppo  is  computed  to  contain  272  mofques,  of 
which  91  have  minarets,  68  kanes,  64  bagnios, 
37  mills  turned  by  mules,  2  convents  of  dervifes, 
8  fchools,  3  mad-houfes,  a  prifon  for  the  townfmen, 
4  foap  houfes,  8  flaughter-houfes  for  fheep,  6  dying 
houfes,  5  chriftian  churches,  77  bazars,  or  markets, 
and  above  5000  houfes. 

The  great  trade  carried  on  here,  affords  a  fubfif- 
tence  to  every  induftrious  man,  and  fome  even  ac- 
quire  large  fortunes,     caravans   frequently   ariving 
irom  different   places   and   countries ;   and  there  is 
fcarce  a  commodity  in  Europe  or  Aft^-y  which  is  not 
to  be  m.et  with  in  Aleppo,     The  number  of  inhabi- 
tants cannot  be  determined  with  any  certainty,  tho' 
all  ages  included,    they  are  generally  computed  at 
300,000.     Among    the    Turks   are   four  different 
iefts,  called  Hannefi,  Chafai,    Malaki,    and  Ham- 
bali  •,    they  are  in  the  main  a  good  fort  of  people, 
with  nothing  of  the  fupercilioufnefs  and  pride  of  other 
places  in  the  Levant,  where  they  have  lefs  converfa- 
tion  with  the  franks.     They  are  however  much  more 
zealous  in  refpeft  of  their  religion,  than  even  at  Con- 
jlantinople,   where   franks  in  a  turkifii  drefs  are  ad- 
mitted freely  into  the  mofques,  which  on  no  account^ 
would   be  permitted  here  •,  and  the  leaft  expreffions 
againft  their  prophet,  or  the  leaft  intimation  of  any 
religious  doubt  is  puniilied  with  the  utmoft  feverity. 
It  is  thought  that  many  Turks  here  would  become 
Chriftians,  were  they  permitted  to  difcourfe  or  dif- 
pute  about  religious  matters,  but  this  is  what  they 
mull  not  fo  much  as  think  of  j  and  there  is  a  ftory 
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fcurrent  here,   that   a  Turk  of  confiderable  fortune 
having  read  fomeching  in  the  Alcoran  which  he  could 
not  well  underftand,  and  being  defirous  of  informa- 
tion, went  to  the  cadi  to  afk  the  meaning  of  it,  to 
which  the  cadi  anfwered,    follow  me,  and  I  will  ex- 
plain it  to  you  ;  and  leading  him  into  another  cham- 
ber, he  fuddenly  drew  his  fabre  and  ftruck  off  his 
head.     Another   particular  which  a  perfon  of  rank 
told  me  on  this  head  was,  that  two  Turks,  playing 
at  chefs,  the  one  paufing  a  long  time  at  a  move,  the 
other  faid,  do  play  for  Abubeker's  fake  ;  the  former 
mufing  on  his  game,   and  not  willing  to   be  inter- 
rupted in    his   thought,    dropt   fome  hafty   abufive 
word   on  Abubeker,  which   the  latter,  being  on  the 
lofing  fide,  reported  to  the  cadi,  and  on  his  bare  de- 
pofition  the  antagonifl  was  fentenced  to  lofe  his  head, 
and  was  accordingly  executed  the  next  day.     Thefc 
reLrtions   fufficiently  fhew  the  religious  zeal  of  the 
Turks  for  their  profeffion  •,  and  that  if  they  admit  the 
Chriftian  worfhip  at  Aleppo^  it  is  probably  on  account 
of  their  own  intereil;  for,  were  all  the  Chriftians  and 
Jews  to  become  Turks,    the  Grand  Signior  would 
lofe  one  of  the  beft  branches  of  his  revenue.     Not 
only  the  Charatz,  but  the  Alcoran  itfeif  enjoins  that 
every  one  fliould  be  indulged  in  the  free  exercife  of 
his  religion,  adding  at  the  fame  time,   that  the  Chri- 
ftian religion  is  good,  and  a  man  may  obtain  falva- 
tion  by  it. 

The  Chriftian  inhabitants,  who  are  not  lefs  than 
forty  thoufand,  and  generally  live  in  the  fuburbs, 
confift  of  Roman  Catholicks  and  Proteftants  from 
Europe^  the  Chriftians  of  the  country  being  Maro- 
nites,  who  follow  the  cuftoms  of  the  Romifii  church. 
Here  are  alfo  Jacobins,  or  Sepions,  Armenians, 
Neftorians,  and  Greeks ;  though  the  majority  of  thefe 
are  of  the  Romifli  perfuafion.  And  even  the  Greek 
patriarch  of  Jnticch  ftiles  himfelf  Catholic.  It  figni- 
iies  indeed  not  much  what  the  Chriftians  in  this  coun- 
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try  arc,  they  being  grofly  ignorant  and  (lupid  in  reli- 
gious matters,  efpecially  the  Greeks,  who  are  haughty, 
arrogant,  and,  at  the  lame  time,  fcandaloufiy  given  to 
drunkennefs. 

Here  are  alfo  Jews  of  two  clafles,  the  one  coming 
from  Chriftian  Countries,  wear  a  hat,  and  are  under 
the  proteiftion  of  the  French  conful,  being  confidered 
as  Franks.  The  others  are  natives  of  the  country, 
and  confift  of  about  600  houfes,  making  in  all  about 
3000  fouls  ;  but  here,  as  every  where  elfe,  they  are 
extremely  artful,  infidious,  and  fraudulent.  Sometimes 
they  occafion  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  Chriftians,  be- 
ing generally  employed  as  exchangers  and  brokers  to 
the  men  in  power. 

These  Chriftians  and  Jews,  who  are  fubje6ls  to 
the  Grand  Signior  pay  him  a  yearly  tribute,    called 
the  Charatz,    which    is  levied  by   the  Aga.     The 
■wealthy  clafs  pay  ten  piaftres,  the  middling  five,  snd 
the  poorer  fort  two  and  a  half-,  but  the  women  and 
children  pay  nothing,  neither  thofe  of  the  male  fex 
till  marriageable.     Befides  this,    they   annually  pay 
two  duties,  called  the  theben  and  chechat,  together 
with  a  third  to  every  governor.     The  latter  is  indeed 
no  fixed  tax,  but  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  tem- 
per of  the  governor.     All  thele  inhabitants,  form  76 
companies,  each  having  its  warden  or  chief,  and  when 
any  money  is  to  be  raifed  for  thtneceffary  expences  of 
the  city,  every  warden  or  chief  lays  an  afieflmcnt  on 
his  refpedfive  company.     The  chief  manufa<fture  of 
this  city  is  filk  fluffs.     And  as  fuch  a  multitude  of 
inhabitants  require  very  large  lupplies  of  provifions, 
I  have  been  afiured  that  in  the  city  and  fuburbs,  no 
lefs  than  600  flieep  are  killed  every  day  ;  their  flefh 
is  exquifite,  the  tail  a  mere  lump  of  far,  and  fo  long 
that  it  trails  upon  the  ground.     The  beef   is  alio 
very  good,  but  eaten  only  by  the  Franks. 

Here  is  likewifea  great  variety  of  wiid  fowl,  and 
extremely  cheap.     The  oil  is  of  two  funs,  the  firft, 

■ivhich 


Eunpe,  the  Holy  Laiid,  Egypt,  &c.      34^ 

which  is  very  fine,  is  eaten,  and  the  other  ufed  in  mak- 
ing foap.  Here  is  likewile  a  great  variety  of  fruits,  as 
peaches,  apricots,  plums,  apples,  pears,  cherries, 
quinces,  pomgranates,  and  feverai  forts  of  grapes, 
white,  red,  blue,  black,  &c.  among  thefe  lall  is  a 
kind  of  which  the  villages  make  the  liquor,  which  is 
brought  for  falc  to  the  city  •,  but  the  beft  grapes  are 
thofe  of  C<^//^',  about  a  day's  journey  from  the  city  : 
they  are  white  and  equally  remarkable  for  their  fize, 
and  the  excellent  flavour  o\  their  juice.  ■' 

There  are  hkewife  in  Turkey  two  kinds  of  pifta- 
chios,  but  thole  o^  Aleppo  are  by  much  the  bell,  and 
it  is  computed  that  every  year  150  quintals  are  ga- 
thered of  them.  Here  are  alfo  three  forts  of  melons, 
but  thofe  from  the  Euphrates  are  accounted  the  beft. 
Thefe  are  white,  and  like  thofe  of  GallipoU^  are  eaten 
in  the  v»?inier.  A  like  variety  is  alfo  feen  in  the  oran- 
ges, lemons,  citrons,  dates,  myrtle-berries,  almonds, 
nuts,  capers,  &c.  Aleppo  is  fupplied  with  fait,  from 
the  vallev  ol  that  name.  The  o;ardens  abound  in  all 
manner  of  culinary  herbs  and  roots.  It  is  fupplied 
with  tobacco  from  Latichi  and  Antachi.  This  com- 
modity is  ufed  excefiively  both  by  men  and  women. 
The  gardens  are  decorated  with  a  great  variety  of 
beautiful  flowers,  as  tulips,  ranunculas,  double  Ana- 
mones,  &c. 

The  air  o{  Aleppo  is  very  pure,  clear,  and  healthy, 
and  it  is  a  common  faying,  that  if  any  one  comes  to 
Aleppo  in  a  ftate  of  health,  he  will  not  foon  fall  fick  ; 
and  on  the  other  hand,  if  he  labours  under  any  JatenC 
illnefs,  it  will  foon  declare  itfelf.  The  air  however  is 
fomewhattoo  dry  and  hot,  for  perfons  inclined  to  a 
,confumption  i  and,  during  fummer,  the  heat  is 
fometimes  fo  exceflive,  as  fcarce  to  be  endured  •,  and 
•for  this  reafon  the  Englifn  then  retire  to  Bilin,  and 
moft  of  the  other  wealthy  inhabitants  to  the  neigh:- 
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The  moft  common  diftempers  at  Aleppo  are,  the 
diarroeha,  the  dyfentery,  the  hepatic  flux,  heftic  and 
maHgnant  fevers,  apoplexies,  dropfies,  inflammati- 
ons, coughs,  and  arthritic  dilbrders  ;  befides  thefe, 
a  peculiar  difl:emper  rages  here,  called  the  bile  of 
Alefpo^  confifl-ing  of  a  large  puftule,  by  the  French 
termed  fleron,  and  which  anfes  on  the  hands,  the 
face,  and  even  fometimes  on  the  eyes,  and  always 
leaves  terrible  fears.  I'his  difcafe  is  of  two  forts, 
dry  or  moifl:,  and  lafl:s  a  full  year,  to  the  extreme  dif- 
guife  of  the  part ;  in  the  mean  time,  no  application 
is  ufed  either  for  ripening  or  healing  it,  as  fuch  would 
only  tend  to  render  it  more  lafting  and  painful.  The 
caufe  of  this  difl:emper  is  imputed  to  the  water  drank 
at  Aleppo.  The  generality  of  foreigners,  on  their 
coming  hither,  are  feized  with  a  violent  fever,  ac- 
companied with  a  head-ach  ;  but  this  is  generally- 
over  in  24  hours.  None  of  thefe  difl:empers  proceed 
from  the  air,  which  is  allowed  to  be  exceeding  pure 
and  healthy  ;  but  to  the  irregular  manner  of  living, 
and  the  too  freely  eating  of  fruits. 

The  governrnent  of  this  city  is  lodged  in  the  fol- 
lowing perfons.  A  pafcha  who  is  a  vifier  of  three 
horfe  tails  ;  the  cadi,  who  is  judge  both  in  civil  and 
criminal  cafes  ;  the  mufti  or  expofitor  of  the  law  and 
high  prieft  5  a  capon  of  th.e  cherifs,  or  the  chief  of 
thofe  who  wear  green  turbans  ;  an  aga  of  the  janifa- 
ries,  and  an  aga  of  the  fpahis ;  a  tetterdar,  an  aga, 
of  naval  affairs  ;  an  aga  koul,  or  a  commandant 
of  the  janiiaries,  vA\o  guard  the  gates  ;  a  chakbain- 
der,  or  judge  of  the  merchants,  and  laftly  a  foubafci. 
The  pafcha,  who  is  one  of  the  feven  vifirs  of  the 
empire,  has  the  fupreme  command  here.  His  pofl  is 
gratuitoufly  conferred  on  him  by  the  grand  Signior, 
though  he,  in  fome  meaf.ire,  pays  for  it  in  the  cofl:ly 
prefents  he  fends  him.  This  government  is  of  fuch 
extent  as  to  contain  above  1200  villages -,  though 
fome  of  them  are  forfaken  and  in  ruins.     With  feve- 
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ral  of  thefe  he  agrees  on  a  modus  for  their  contribu- 
tions ;  but  the  payments  of  the  reft  are  farmed  by  the 
letterdar  or  treafurer,  and  others  belong  to  particular 
lords,  who  bear  the  title  of  timer  fpahelii. 

The  poft  of  pafcha  is  only  annual,  but  the  time  is 
generally  prolonged.  Its  yearly  revenues  cannot  be 
determined  with  any  certainty  ;  for  thofe  of  the  city 
confift  in  impofts,  and  pecuniary  levies  on  the  peo- 
ple, which  are  greater  or  fmaller,  according  to  the 
occafional  expences.  The  city  and  villages  furnifh. 
him  with  bread,  flefli,  butter,  barley,  and  other 
provifions.  He  has  alfo  a  fmall  duty  upon  every 
thing  which  pays  toll  to  the  Grand  Signior. 

The  cadi  or  civil  and  criminal    judge  depends  oa 
the  great  Cadi  Efcar,  or  Mufci  o'iConftantinople.     His 
falary  is  five  hundred  afpers  a  day,  and  in  the  abfence 
of  the  pafcha,  he  is  the  iirft  perfon  in  authority.    He 
refides  and    holds  his  court   in  the  mahakame,  or 
great  council  houfe.     He  who  gains  his  caufe  pays 
him  a  fee  proportioned  to  the  importance  of  the  con- 
teft.  Subordinate  to  him  are  four  other  judges  called 
naigits,  who  are  appointed  by  him,  and  live  in  four 
different  corners   ot   the  city.     Every  evening  they 
make  a  report  to  him  of  the  procefles  heard  that  day, 
and  thefe  are  then  entered  in  u  day-book  by  clerks, 
who  difcharge  their  Office  with  the  molt  puniflual 
exadlnefs.     The  cadi*s  fentences  are  without  appeal, 
though  from  the  naigets,  a  caufe  may  be  removed  to 
the  cadi*s  court.     This  cadi   alfo  appoints   inferior 
naigets  in  the  places  within  the  jurifdidion  of  Aleppo. 
If  he  does  not  dire<5lly  pay  for  his  employment,  he 
fends  prefents  to  the  principal  courtiers  at  Conftanti- 
nopk,    as  otherwife  he  would   be   foon   fuperi'eded: 
The  adminiftration  of  juffice  in  'Turkey  is  very  fhort 
and  decifive,  and  were   it   not  for  the  corruption  of 
the  judges,  and   the  facility  of  fuborning  faife  Wit- 
neffes,  it  would  afford  an  example  to  other  nations. 
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The  mufti  is  the  third  perfon,  and  generally  con- 
fulted  in  both  civil  and  criminal  caufes  of  importance, 
and  his  opinion  is  laid  before  the  cadi,  who  there- 
upon pafles  a  definitive  fentence,  which  is  executed  by 
order  of  the  pafcha.  The  mufti  has  a  fee  for  his  opi- 
nion j  and  as  he  depends  on  the  mufti  of  Conjlanii- 
nople^  he  never  fails  ot  fending  him  prefents. 

The  capon  of  the  cheriffs,  or  the  chief  of  thofe 
who  wear  green  turbans,  by  virtue  of  their  being 
defcendants  from  Mahomet,  or  being  born  while 
their  mother  was  on  a  piigramage  to  Mecca,  is 
the  judge  of  the  cheriffs,  and  can  punifli  them  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  their  offences.  This  is  ra- 
ther a  pofl  of  honour  than  profit ;  he  depends  on  the 
great  capon  of  the  cheriffs  at  Ccnfiantinople. 

The  aga  of  the  janifaries  is  commandant  of  thofe 
within  the  city,  and  punifhes  at  pleafure,  any  mifbe- 
haviour  they  are  guilty  of;  but  as  the  revenue  of 
his  poft  is  not  very  confiderable,  his  conflituent  is  fo 
reafonable  as  to  expeft  no  great  returns  for  it.  He  is 
otherwife  ftiled  fardar,  and  the  poll  was  formerly 
much  more  confiderable,  when  this  clafs  of  foldiery 
had  greater  power  than  they  have  at  prefent.  This 
fardar  is  alfo  aga  of  the  kaulouk,  or  the  janifaries  on 
a6lual  duty,  and  as  fuch  carry  a  fcaff ;  of  thefe  there 
are  120,  and  the  aga  fells  their  places  to  the  befb 
bidder.  Thefe  keep  guard  at  the  doors  of  the  great, 
are  in  the  fervice  of  the  confuls,  ftand  at  the  city 
gates,  at  the  toll,  excife  places,  keys,  &c.  and  the 
agamuft  tranfmit  an  account  of  their  proceedings  to 
the  chief  aga  at  Conjiantinopk,  or  farm  the  fees  of 
him.  He  is  likewile  entitled  to  a  fmall  duty  on  ail 
fruits,  garden  ituff,  grain,  puUe,  &c.  brought  into 
jileppo. 

The  aga  of  the  fpahis,  or  commander  of  the  caval- 
ry, holds  his  poft  from  the  great  aga  of  the  fpahis  at 
Conjiantinopk.  This  poft  is  not  very  lucrative,  his 
falary  from  the  grand  Signiorj  being  all  he  receives ; 
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yet  in  time  of  war  he  muft  always  hold  his  men  ready- 
to.  march  on  the  tirit  notice. 

The  teftardi  or  attorney  general  is  at  the  fame 
time  mohaffel,  or  receiver,  and  fills  feveral  employ- 
jnents,  which  ufed  to  be  difcharged  feparately.  Ke 
is  caratfi,  or  receiver  of  the  annual  duty  payable  by 
Chriftians  and  Jews.  Alfo  avaratzi,  or  receiver  of 
the  tax  on  houies.  He  is  receiver  of  the  cuftoms, 
and  appoints  an  aga  at  the  fcala,  or  harbour  of  yllex- 
andretta,  or  Scanderoon.  He  is  alfo  receiver  of  the 
villages  belonging  to  the  Grand  Signior  ;  and  laftly, 
he  is  agallez,  or  fupervifor  of  the  fait  duty.  This 
officer  receives  or  larms  his  pott  from  the  great  tef- 
tardar,  or  high  treafurer,  on  v?hom  he  is  abfalutely 
dependent,  and  pays  800  purfes  for  the  purchafe. 
Befides  which,  there  is  a  fee  of  14  purfes  to  the  paf- 
cha,  or  cadi  oi  Aleppo^  for  being  invefted. 

The  fobafci  may  be  accounted  the  fherifF  of  the 
city,  he  is  appointed  by  the'pafcha,  to  whom,  every 
three  months, .  he  pays  1200  piaHres.  He  is:  entitled 
to  ten  per  cent,  on  all  the  pafcha's  extortions  and  iop-r 
preffions,  in  which  he  is  the  inftrumcnt;  he  alfo  re- 
ceives the  taxes  on  proftitutes,  drinking-houfes,  and 
marriages  -,  and  all  incidental  perquifites  not  exceed- 
ing 100  piaflres.  He  has  under  him  a  great,  many 
people  who  are  like  the  fbirris.  in  7/^/)'^  going  the 
rounds  in  the  night,  and  fometimes  even  difguifijjg 
|:hemfeives,  the  better  to  furprife  nodurnal  rioters 
and  gallants,  which  happen  in  his, way  very  frequently, 
and  he  is  fqretohave  them  thoroughly  lqueezed.be- 
fore  he  parts  with  them.  The  chak-bander  is.  the 
judge  tor  the  m.erchants,  determining. all  commercial 
differences.  As  this  ofiice  is  accounted  very  profita- 
ble, he  does  not  receive  it  without  a  proportionate 
gratuity  ; .  an  appeal  however  lies  from  him  to  the 
cadi,  Vvho  either  reverfes  or  confirms  the  degree: 
laftly,  there  are  feme  dircdlors  (;f  mofques,  who 
very  often  cn]bezzle  a  confiderable  portion  of  .the 
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money,  or  revenues  left  by  the  founders,  not  enter- 
taining near  the  number,  which  the  proper  fervice  of 
thofe  places  of  worfliip  require. 

Exclusive  of  the  inhabitants  o^  Aleppo^  properly 
fo  called,  there  are  alfo  companies  of  foreign  nations. 
The  French  have  feveral  houfes,  and  a  great  number 
of  Jews  from  Italy  are  fettled  here,  under  the  pro- 
teftion  of  the  French  conful.  However  detrimental 
this  may  feem  to  the  French  nation,  it  has  this  advan- 
tage, that  they  thus  contribute  towards  the  charges 
of  the  conful  (hip. 

The  French  conful  at  Aleppo  is  the  next  in  the 
laevant  to  him  at  Cairo,  and  has  a  falary  of  about  ten 
thoqfand  livres,  befides  the  nomination  of  a  vice  con- 
ful at  Scanderoon.  On  the  failure  of  a  French  mer- 
chant the  inhabitants  of  Aleppo,  by  exprefs  order  of 
the  king  of  France,  are  preferred  before  any  other 
creditors  living  in  France,  or  elfewhere;  which,  how- 
ever the  merchants  in  France  may  be  fufferers,  tends 
greatly  to  ftrengthen  the  credit  of  thofe  who  are  fet- 
tled here. 

The  Englifii  are  much  more  numerous;  and 
their  trade  is  fo  much  the  more  extenfive.  Moil  of 
the  Englifh  here  are  of  good  families,  fo  that  it  is  a 
common  faying  among  them,  that  the  Turky  mer- 
chants fend  their  clerks  to  Confiantinople,  their  foot- 
men to  Smyrna,  and  their  children  to  Aleppo.  The 
conful  of  the  Englifh  nation,  whofe  merchants, 
while  we  were  there,  confided  of  twenty  houfes,  be- 
fides temporary  traders,  has  a  falary  of  4000  /.  but 
mufl:  not  carry  on  any  trade.  The  Englilli  have  a 
fecretary  and  chaplain,  with  a  chious,  who  takes 
pare  of  the  letters  which  arrive,  or  are  fent  away. 
The  conful  in  his  vifits  of  ceremony  is  attended  by 
thofe  officers,  and  often,  out  of  complaifance,  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  nation. 

The  Englifh  pay  the  confulate  only  once,  accord- 
ing to  the  cargo  imported  or  exported,  but  the  con- 
fulate 
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fulate  is  charged  on  that  of  the  greateft  value  ;  that 
is,  if  the  impoft  amounts  to  twenty  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  and  its  export  amounts  to  thity  thoufand,  it 
is  from  the  lad  that  they  dedu61  the  two  per  cent. 

When  any  Venetian  vefTels  are  configned  tQ 
Jleppo,  on  their  approaching  Alexandretta,  they  hoift 
French  colours.  Some  Venetians  however  fail  with 
a  French  commiflion,  and  under  French  colours, 
but  in  fuch  cafes  the  veflel  has  two  captains ;  the 
fhip's  captain,  who  is  a  Venetian,  and  a  flag  captain 
who  is  a  French  man. 

The  Englifh  frequently  divert  themfelves  with 
hunting,  which  is  every  where  free.  They  have 
their  hounds  and  falcons,  which  are  trained  up  to  the 
fport.  We  once  took  this  diverfion  with  them  on  a 
moft  delightful  plain  ;  and  after  the  fport,  thefe 
gentlemen  entertained  us  in  an  elegant  manner,  near 
a  beautiful  fountain  called  Ain  el  Spera. 

About  three  or  four  hours  from  Aleppo  is  the  val- 
ley of  fait,  near  which  is  a  fait  fpring,  whole  waters 
running  over  the  plain,  leave,  when  dried  by  the 
fun,  a  great  quantity  of  excellent  fait.  This  fait  is 
thrown  together  in  heaps,  and  left  to  dry,  in  the 
gabboul,  or  fait  houfe. 

The  country  round  Aleppo  is  fertile,  but  at  near 
an  hour's  diftance  we  faw  a  great  many  place.*:,  not 
at  all  cultivated,  being  rocky,  or  full  of  Hones  j, 
though  at  fome  diftance  further  are  very  fruitful  val- 
leys of  corn ;  but  moft  of  them  open,  and  without 
any  trees.  Near  the  city  are  three  remarkable 
fprings,  being  the  fources  of  confiderable  rivulets. 
The  tirft  is  on  the  fide  of  Remoujfe,  or  the  Gresn  Hilt\ 
in  the  way  to  Latichi,  or  Laodicea.  The  fccond  near 
Heilan,  is  larger,  and  diilinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
Ain-el-tel,  or  mountain  fprings  but  the  Franks  caii  it 
tht  f/h  fprmg,  on  account  of  the  plenty  of  tifh  in  it's 
rivulet,  which  however  are  not  to  be  caught.  The 
third  lies  about  three  hours  tVom   the  city,  towards 
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the  vale  of  fah,  and  is  called  Jin-balloiica.  The  water 
from  the  two  firft  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  river 
Zinga^  having  a  beautitul  meadow  betwixt  them  ; 
but.  the  water  of  the  third  lofes  itfelf  in  the  plain. 

The  peafants  here  give  themfelves  lefs  trouble 
about  their  grounds,  than  ours  •,  they  indeed  plough 
before  fowing,  and  harrow  it  once  over  for  covering 
the  feed,  but  as  to  manuring,  or  weeding,  they  take 
no  care  about  either.  When  their  corn  is  houfed, 
inflead  of  threfliing  it,  they  have  a  wheel  fliod  with 
iron,  the  axis  of  wliich  is  a  pot  fixed  in  the  ground. 
Thefe  wheels  are  turned  with  oxen,  and  when  they 
think  the  Iheaves  are  well  prefied,  they  lift  them  up, 
and  fliakc  out  the  corn,  and  throw  the  ftraw  on  the 
other  fide.  The  corn  is  afterwards  winnowed  from 
the  chaff.  The  ground  is  left  to  reft  a  year  before 
the  next  fowing,  and  the  rains,  vt'hich  laft,  with  very 
fmall  intervals,  from  the  beginning  of  winter  to  the 
month  of  April,  fupply  the  ground  with  fufficient 
moifture ;  but  in  fummer  it  never  rains.  The  low- 
ing feafon  begins  towards  the  dole  of  Oiflober,  and 
iails  all  November. 

Besides  the  gardens  along  the  river  near  the  city, 
the  eminencies  are  covered  with  vineyards,  each  hav- 
ing its  fquare  tower  for  guards  ;  but  they  beftow  very 
little  care  on  them,  which  are  much  fooncr  out  of 
heart  than  in  France;  few  being  i^tn  here  above  thirty 
or  forty  years  (landing,  whereas  in  France  they  bear 
above  lOo  years,  which  certainly  mult  be  attributed 
to  the  difference  of  cultivation. 

Fruit  trees  are  left  to  grow  fpontaneoufly,  yet 
they  produce  even  to  exuberance;  and  the  peafants 
bring  the  fruits  for  fale  to  the  markets,  for  which,  at 
a  certain  place  called  Arkaula,  they  firft  pay  a  tax  to 
an  officer  who  farms  it  of  the  city  aga.  This  tax  is 
applied  to  the  maintenance  of  the  city  and  garrifon  of 
Kars,  lying  on  the  frontiers  oi  Perjia.  The  vintage 
lafts  from  the  fifteenth  of  September  to  the  fmie  day 
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of  November.  The  grapes  are  ibid  by  weight,  the 
iirll  for  three  or  four  piaRres  per  quintal,  the  fecond 
for  four  or  four  and  a  half,  and  the  lad:  from  five  to 
fix.  Each  camel's  load  of  grapes  pays  one  third  of 
a  piaftre  duty. 

Of  thefe  grapes  the  Chriftians  and  Jews  make  wine 
in  their  own  houfes,  the  grapes  being  thrown  into 
large  tubs  called  mailers,  which  hold  five  or  fix 
facks  of  grape?,  where  they  are  bruifed,  and  the 
huf!s;s  thrown  away  ;  what  is  prefTed  out  is  poured 
into  large  vats,  where  it  is  briflcly  ftirred  about  with 
a  kind  of  mafhing  oars,  for  thirty  days,  till  the  li- 
quor begins  to  ferment,  and  left  till  the  fermentation 
abates  ;  when  it  appears  to  fubfide  and  grow  clear,  ic 
is  poured  off  into  other  veffels,  through  a  thick  and 
clofe  ftrainer,  and  then  tunned  and  kept  to  a  proper 
age.  The  wine  is  far  from  being  unpalatable,  but 
muft  be  diluted  with  water,  otherwife  it  is  dangerous 
and  affects  the  nerves. 

All  the  neighbouring  country  abounds  in  cattle, 
but  the  feller,  before  he  can  difpofe  of  any,  muft 
procure  a  note  from  an  ofRcer  ;  nor  is  this  to  be  had 
without  a  fee. 

The  country  alfo  affords  plenty  of  wood  and  fuel, 
and  large  quantities  of  charcoal  are  made  in  the 
neighbourhood  -,  but  the  timber  for  building,  called 
here  Mcrak,  is  brought  from  a  foreft  four  or  five 
miles  diftant.  The  neighbouring  mountains  fupply 
Aleppo  with  flone  for  buildings  and  monuments 
They  generally  ufe  a  yellowifh  kind  of  mortar,  made 
within  the  city,  and  being  mixed  with  afhes  from  the 
bagnios,  and  hemp,  hackeiled  very  fine,  forms  a 
ftrong  and  lafting  cement. 

During  our  ftay  at  Aleppo,  the  Englifli  chaplain 
favoured  us  with  his  company  to  take  a  walk  without 
the  town.  We  palled  through  the  prifon  gate,  on 
which  we  obferved  feveral  very  ancient  Arabic  cha-. 
faclers,  generally  called  caphi,  from  a  city  near  the 
Euphratis^vfhtiQ,  ihe  Alcoran  is  faid  to  be  written  in 
■  fuch 
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llich  chara6bers,  though  few  Turks  at  Aleppo  were 
able  to  read  them.  A  little  to  the  left  of  this  gate^ 
the  city  walls  become  confiderably  higher,  being 
built  on  a  rock ;  and  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  hence 
■we  came  to  feveral  quarries,  which  furnilh  ftones  for 
the  city  buildings.  Here  we  faw  feveral  caves,  the 
dwellings  of  the  Beduins,  and  other  Arabians.  Thefe 
people  who  are  numerous  in  Aleppo^  live  in  all  the 
poverty  and  wretchednefs  that  can  be  imagined. 
Their  women  are  cloathed  nearly  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  men,  wearing  a  kind  of  mantle  on  their 
bodies,  and  a  black  turban  round  their  heads.  Sd 
that  it  would  be  hard  to  diftinguilli  the  fex,  were  it 
not  for  the  women's  lips  which  are  painted  black. 

Not  far  from  the  quarries  are  the  Turkifh  fepul- 
chres  \  thofe  of  the  men  have  a  turban  on  them,  in 
order  to  diftinguifli  them  from  thofe  of  the  women. 
Among  others,  there  is  a  very  ancient  fepulchre,  which 
Hill  exhibits  many  remains  of  grandeur,  and  an  in- " 
fcription  neither  Arabick,  nor  Turkifh.  We  were 
indeed  told,  that  it  was  a  monument  of  fome  emi- 
nent mameluka,  and  that  they  ufed  fuch  charafters ; 
but  what  appeared  ftrange  was,  that,  on  throwing  a 
ftone  againfl  it,  it  rung  like  a  bell.  We  afterwards 
came  to  fome  other  fepulchres  of  the  fame  ftone,  and 
infcribed  with  the  fame  CircafTian  charadters. 

We  next  obferved  a  large  building  formerly  called 
Paradife,  and  which  was  originally  a  kind  of  academy 
for  the  Turkifh  youth,  but  at  prefent  is  going  to  ruin. 
The  piazza  round  it  is  decorated  with  marble  pillars 
in  the  Turkifh  tafte,  and  near  it  is  a  mofque,  of  great 
fan<^ity  among  the  Turks,  on  account  of  a  ftone 
kept  in  it,  thought  by  thefe  people  to  have  ferved 
Abraham  as  a  pillow.  We  were  even  fhewed  a  place 
where  he  himfelf  ufed  to  milk  cows,  and  another 
whence  he  miraculoufly  caufed  water  to  fpring  out  of 
the  ground. 

At  our  return  into  the  city,  we  went  into  a  mad 
houfe  which   eonfifted   chiefiy  of  one  large  ward, 
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where  we  had  the  melancholy  fight  of  feveral  pati- 
ents who  were  confined  in  little  cells  all  round  the 
ward  -,  but  in  the  middle  of  it  was  a  large  refervoir 
of  water  to  cool  the  place. 

We  alfovifited  a  convent  of  dervifes  without  the  city, 
and  which  commands  a  moft  beautiful  profpect.  Our 
chief  defign  was,  to  fee  the  dances  and  gyrations  of 
thefe  dervifes,  which  among  them  is  a  religious  cere- 
mony. The  number  of  regulars  was  about  twenty 
five,  or  thirty  -,  we  went  through  feveral  rooms,  all 
kept  perfedlly  neat.  Even  the  kitchen  made  no 
difagreeable  appearance.  In  this  convent  is  a  fpaci- 
ous  area,  with  a  refervoir,  planted  all  round  with 
Cyprus  trees.  The  mofque  belonging  to  it  is  very- 
beautiful.  It  has  a  large  garden,  with  a  vaft  variety 
of  fruit  trees,  and  better  laid  out  than  moft  in  this 
country. 

These  regulars  fubfift  on  lands  and  other  revenues 
bequeathed  to  them,  by  the  benevolence  of  the  living. 
They  are  much  more  exa<5t  than  the  other  Turks  in 
the  obfervance  of  their  times  of  prayer.  What  they 
leave  after  their  meals  is  always  diftributed  among 
the  poor.  They  receive  ftrangers  with  great  chear- 
fulnefs  and  liberality,  entertaining  them  for  three 
days.  Several  of  them  follow  handicraft  trades,  are 
married,  and  allowed  to  fpend  fome  nights  at  the 
houfes  of  their  wives.  They  are  under  no  vow,  and 
are  at  liberty  to  relinquilh  the  order  when  they  pleafe  ; 
but,  in  lb  doing,  they  draw  on  themfelves  univerfal 
contempt :  All  they  promife  at  their  initiation  is,  only 
to  lead  a  better  life.  In  this,  like  all  religious  clafles, 
there  are  many  hypocrites;  but  it  muftbe  owned  that 
fome  live  in  a  very  exemplary  manner.  They  wear  a 
very  high  cap,  and  their  fuperiors  are  diftinguifhed 
by  a  piece  of  mullin  folded  round  it. 

Their  chief  convent  is  at  Cogna,  which  is  the  re- 
fidence  of  their  fovereign  pontif,  who  appoints  the 
lupeiiors  of  all  the  other  convents,  as  siiFera,  Stam* 
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l/ciii,  Pecufa^  Damafcus^  &c.  and  I  was  told  that  there 
were  in  the  whole  Turkifii  empire  above  fifty  con- 
vents of  fuch  reclufts.  They  were  aiib  defirous  of 
fettling  in  Perfia^  but  the  government  would  not 
permit  it,  though  formerly,  they  had  a  convent  at 
Tauns.  They  however  rove  about  that  country,  and 
even  hdofiaii^  and  are  every  where  highly  refpedled, 
have  free  accefs  to  the  great,  and  often  feat  themfelves 
without  ceremony  at  their  tables ;  whence  fome 
Franks  have  taken  occafion  to  difguife  themfelves 
like  Dervifes,  and  travel  all  over  the  eaft  ;  and  I  my- 
felf,  at  Conjiantinopk,  met  with  a  Venetian  gentle- 
man called  Lupazuolo,  who,  in  this  habit,  had  been 
admitted  into  Mecca. 

These  Dervifes,  as  is  reported  of  other  ecclefi- 
afticks,  are  often  employed  as  fpies,  and  fent  by  the 
grand  vifir  to  feveral  places,  for  which  reafon,  when 
a  Dervife  arrives  and  feats  himfelf  at  a  great  man's 
table,  the  company  are  very  cautious  of  their  words. 
One  of  thefe  Dervifes  came  into  a  French  merchant's 
houfe  with  a  freedom  common  to  them  ;  he  was  re- 
ceived with  great  politenefs,  eating  and  drinking  at 
pleafure ;  but  in  the  mean  time  very  fparing  of  his  . 
fpeech.  The  Frenchmen  and  their  company  were 
very  merry  ;  and,  little  dreaming  that  a  Dervife  was 
acquainted  with  their  language,  I'poke  very  freely  of 
the  Turks,  and  their  religion  :  lire  Dervife  having 
made  a  hearty  repad,  took  leave  of  his  hoft,  in  very 
plain  French,  faying.  Sir,  you  feem  to  be  a  man  of 
a  generous  fplrit,  and  therefore  you  fhall  be  no  fuf- 
fcrcr  by  me  ;  but  take  my  advice,  and  the  nextvifit 
a  Dervife  pays  you,  do  not  fo  much  as  mention  the 
name  of  a  Turk. 

Another  of  this  order  coming  to  a  French  mer- 
chant, and  Hiewing  him  half  a  French  crown,  afked 
him  at  the  fame  time,  if  he  had  no  orders  to  pay  him 
a  fum  of  money,  on  which,  the  merchant,  viewing 
the  piece,  faid,  yes,    if  it  exadly  tallied  with  the 
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other  which  he  had  in  his  pofleffion  •,  and  being  found 
fo  upon  trial,  he  paid  him  3000  piaftres,  purfuant 
to  an  order  he  had  lately  received  from  one  of  his 
correfpondents :  a  fufFicient  proof,  that  all  the  Der- 
vifes  are  not  fo  poor  as  they  pretend  to  be. 

Their  religious  fervice   was  begun   by  the  lupe- 
riors  reading  in  the  Alcoran.     This  was  followed  by 
a  fermon,  which  iafted  half  an  hour.     After  which 
he  defcended  from  his  pulpit,  fupported  by  another 
Dervis,  and  placed   himfelf  on  a  carpet,  at   which, 
the  mufic  began.     The   Dervifes  then  laying   afide 
their  mantles,  after  once  fcalking  round  the  place  ia 
a  iblemn   manner,  and  dancing  awhile,  they  begun 
their  gyrations,  which    four  of  them   performed  in. 
this  manner :    The  firft  had  both  his  arms  extended  ; 
thefecond  held  them  on  his  bread  •,  the  hands  of  the 
third  were  placed  under  a  white  garment,  which  they 
ufe  on  thofc  occafions  i  and   the  fourth,  with  one  of 
his  arms  extended,  the  other  hanging  down.     In  this 
manner  they  turned   themfelves  with  fuch   velocity, 
that  their  faces  could  hardly  be  diftinguifhed.    When 
the  fervice  was  over,  among  other  things,  we  took 
the  liberty  to  afk  the  fuperior  concerning  the  origin 
and   realbn  of  thefe  rites  •,  who  anfwered,  that  every 
part  of  this  ceremony  had  it's  fignification. 

One  of  our  company  v/as  like  to  have  been  ufed. 
very  ill  by  an  idiot,  v/ho,  from  a  religious  fury,  was 
rufhing  on  him,  had  not  a  Dervife  interpofed.  Thefe 
idiots  are  highly  revered  all  over  Turky,  and  in  their 
rage  are  extremely  mifchievous,  and  fometimes  to 
Turks  as  well  asChriftians. 

When  we  were  taking  our  leave,  the  fuperior  In- 
vited us  into  his  apartment,  and  here  one  of  my  fel- 
low-travellers revived  the  quefcion  concerning  the 
gyrations  ;  he  now  told  us,  that  the  firfl  founder  of 
their  order  was  Mehlachin,  the  fon  of  a  powerful 
monarch  •,  but  renouncing  all  ambition  and  temporal 
concerns,  turned  himfelf  round  in  that  manner,  with- 
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Out  any  fuftenance  for  fifteen  days  fuccefTively  ;  and 
that,  as  he  was  prompted  to  this  by  divine  infpiration, 
lo  the  power,  which  firft  infpired,  enabled  him  to 
fupport  it.  His  chief  companion  was  one  Haftni, 
who  played  upon  the  flute  while  the  other  whirled 
himfelf  round. 

This  order,  though  in  its  infancy  very  mean  and 
deftitute,  has,  by  degrees,  rofe  to  great  wealth  and 
dignity,  efpeciafly  fince  it  was  countenanced  by  the 
emperor  Ofman. 

During  a  walk  I  once  took  with  a  Turk,  who  was 
a  very  honefl:  and  fenfible  man,  and  pofleiTed  of  a 
good  library,  our  difcourfe  infenfibly  turned  on  reli- 
gion :  among  other  things,  he  went  fo  far  as  to  sfk 
me,  why  we  did  not  believe  in  Mahomet  as  well  as 
Jefus  Chrift,  fmce  the  latter  came  in  the  quality  of  a 
prophet,  after  all  the  others,  whom  we  granted  to  be 
divinely  infpired:  adding,  that  the  Scripture  itfelf 
fpeaks  of  the  coming  of  Mahomet  after  Chrift : 
and,  to  prove  it,  quoted  the  following  paflages, 
Deuteronomy  xxxiii.  2.  Pfal.  1.  2.  Ifaiah  xxi.  7.  St. 
Johnxvi.  7.  which  queftions  I  anfwered  with  all  the 
plainnefs  in  my  power.  He  was  for  perfuading  me 
further,  that  we  were  not  poflefled  of  the  real  Gofpel, 
the  Jews  having  thrown  it  into  the  fea  ;  and,  that 
■what  we  call  the  Four  Evangelifts,  was  no  more  than 
a  mixture  of  truth  and  falfhood  digefted  in  that  man- 
ner, from  the  memory  and  invention  of  fome  artful 
perfon.  And  this  he  affirmed  to  have  read  in  Pha- 
teuch  el  Bahneze,  an  Arabic  author. 

He  alTured  me,  that  it  was  the  univerfal  belief  of 
the  Turks,  that  Chrift  was  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
without  a  father  5  was  the  breath,  or  fpirit  ot  God  ; 
but,  that  he  was  nor  crucified,  as  we  believe,  an- 
other having  fuffered  for  him ;  and  that  the  Jews  in 
this  had  grofsly  impofed  upon  us. 

He  added,  that  it  was  his  firm  belief,  that  Inpara- 
dife  he  ftiould  have  the  moft  perfed  enjoyment  of  his 
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wife  •,  and  that,  befides   being   inconcievably   more 
beautiful  than  here  on  earth,    Ihe  fhould  continually, 
like  all  the  reft  of  the  women,  remain  a  virgin.  But 
this  is  not  believed  by  all  the  Turks ;  for  a  merchant  at 
Cairo  afTured  me^  that  fuch  ideas  were  too  grofs,  and 
that  the  enjoyment  of  the  women  in  paradifewas  only 
fpiritual ;  adding,  that  the  true  Turks,  by  no  means, 
believed  that  women  were  to  be  excluded  paradife  : 
and  when  I  objeded,  that  I  had  read  the  contrary,  he 
anfwered,  that  the  book  containing  any  fuch  doftrine, 
deferved  to  be  burnt.     He   owned,  that  no  women 
were  to  be  admitted  into  the  mofques,  except  a  few 
advanced  in  years  •,  yet  that   did   not  proceed  from 
any  contempt  of  them,  but  becaufe  they  could  pray 
at  home. 

On  my  alking  him  the  reafon  of  the  Turks  wafh- 
ing  themfelves  before  their  devotions,  he  anfwered, 
that  they  by  no  means  believe  that  water  can  wafh 
away  fins,  but,  that  it  was  done  out  of  decency  and 
propriety,  as  that  after  touching  proftitutes  and  other 
polluted  things,  by  wafhing  themfelves,  and  fuppli- 
cating  forgivenefs,  they  might  hope,  and  even  be  af- 
fured,  that  their  fins  fhould  be  remitted. 

Here  our  converfation  ended,  by  a  mefTage  fent 
me,  concerning  the  execution  of  a  janizary,  who 
fome  months  ago  had,  in  a  fit  of  drunkennefs,  killed 
an  Armenian,  fervant  to  an  Englifh  merchant. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  conful  was  not  thoroughly 
pleafed  with  the  too  great  heat  of  fome  Englifli  gen- 
tlemen, who  had  indifcreetly  promifed  a  thoufand  fe- 
quins  to  the  judges,  and  other  officers  of  juftice,  to 
haften  the  execution  of  the  janizary,  which  was  de- 
layed on  account  of  waiting  for  fome  relations  of  the 
criminal,  as,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  country, 
the  relations  muft  alfo  appear  before  the  judge,  to  re- 
quire his  blood  as  a  difgraceto  the  family.  All  this 
was  done  at  the  expence  of  the  Englifh ;  and  the  re- 
lations having  accordingly  appeared  and  made  their 
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demand,  the  cadi  immediately:  ordered  the  execution. 
And  I  was  affured,  on  this  occafion,  that  when  the 
friends  of  the  party  condemned  have  fo  done,  it  is 
beyond  the  power  of  the  Grand  Signior  himfelf  to 
grant  a  pardon  -,  but  if  the  neareft  relations  can.  be 
bought  off,  all  the  follicitations  of  others  are  of 
no  effe6}; :  and  thus  fometimes  a  delinquent  efcapes 
the  punifhments  he  defervcd. 

The  janizary  being  brought  out  before  the  caftle, 
was  ftrangled  ;  but  inuead  of  a  bowftring,  which  is- 
the  ufual  method,  this  execution  was  done  with  the 
hand  ;  neither  was  he,  according  to  cufliom,  expofed 
three  days  for  an  example,  being  carried  off  i3efore 
the  evening,  by  virtue  of  a  peculiar  privilege,  belong- 
ing to  the  janizaries.  This  affair  coft  the  .Englifli 
fome  thoufands'  of  piaftres :  hovv^ever,  it  will  ferve 
tollrike.a  terror  into  the  rafh  and  pafiionate,  till 
time  Vv'ears  it  out  of  remembrance. 

From  this  execution  we  went  to  fee  the,  houfe  of 
Rached  Pafcha,  formerly  governor  of  Jkp-pc,  and  af- 
terwards of  Cairo,  when  the  Beys  depofed  him,,  and 
put  him  under  confinement. 

It  is  impofiible  to  defcribe  the  beauty  and  fplendor 
of  every  part  of  this  ftrudlure  ;  though  they  only 
ferve  to  difplay  the  profufion  fupplied  by  oppreflion. 
This  Pafcha  has  acled  a  very  extraordinary  part  in 
in  life  :  from  being  a  fiioe- maker's  fon,  he  gradually 
rofe  to  the  poll  of  chief  director  of  the  euftoms  of 
Conjianlinopie,  and  was  at  length  nominated  Pafcha 
x>f  Jlefpo,  the  Grand  Signior  having,  a  little  before, 
beftOwed  his  filler  on  him  in  marriage. 

They  tell  here  a  pleafant  ftory  of  him  ;  that  when 
he  was  Pafcha  ot  Aleppo,  the  fupcrior  of  the  convent 
of  Dervifes  very  gravely  remonltrated  to  him  the 
enormity  of  his  exadtions.  Upon  which  the  Pafcha 
ordered  his  fabre  to  be  brought  him,  and  gave  it  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  Dervile,  afl<ing  him.  gravelyi 
what  he  thought  it  worth.     1  he  Dervife,  terrilied  at 
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the  naked  fabre,  remained  filent ;  at  which  the  Pafcha 
iaid,  this  is  a  prefent  from  the  Grand  Signior,  and 
cod  me  100,000  piafires-,  but  now  1  am  to  take 
the  field,  the  charges  of  which  are  great,  and  I  have 
very  little  money,  how  am  I  to  raife  it  ?  as  the  Grand 
Signior  allows  me  nothing,  muCt  not  fome  means  or 
other  be  found  for  this  fupply  ? 


C  H  A  P.     XXIII. 

Account  of  the  churches,  and  the  religious  rites  of 
the  fever al  feBs  of  Chrifians  at  Aleppo  i  loith^ 
other  particulars. 

TH  E  church  of  the  Syrians  is  in  one  of  the 
fuburbs  without  the  walls.  It  is  richly  fur- 
nifhed  with  filver  lamps  •,  but  the  altars,  of  which 
there  are  three,  for  celebrating  mafs,  are  infulated, 
like  thofe  of  the  Greeks.  That  in  the  middle,  at 
which  the  bifhop  officiates,  is  fupported  by  beautiful 
columns,  and  curiouily  inlaid  with  filver.  The  other 
tv/o,  which  are  neither  fo  large  nor  fplcndid,  ferve 
for  private  ecclefiaftics. 

Before  the  biihop  made  his  appearance,  feveral 
of  the  deacons  read  fome  portions  of  the  Scripture  ; 
then  the  bifhop,  approaching  the  altar,  took  up.the 
Bible,  a  huge  folio,  covered  with  filver,  on  which 
were  engraven  the  feveral  parts  of  our  Saviour's  paf- 
fion,  and  having  devoutly  kiiTed  it^  proceeded  to 
read  fjme  verfes;  then  prayers  v/ere  faid,  or  rather 
fung,  accompanied  with  the  ringing  of  litcle  bells. 
In  the  mean  time  two  deacons  held  over  the  bilLop's 
iuad  a  fort  of  muiical  inilrument,  with  very  fmall 
b'-'lls  fixed  to  it,  which  they  now  and  then  rung.  Af- 
ter blefling  the  incenfe,  which  was  held  by  a  third 
deacon,  he  lifted  up  a  piece  of  linen  laid  on  the  cha- 
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lice,  and  on  which  was  embroidered  the  Holy  Ghoil 
in  the  Ihape  of  a  dove  :  this  was  followed  by  finging 
the  Creed ;  then  they  all  joined  hands,  as  a  fign  of 
reconciliation  and  amity. 

The  bifhop  having  wafhed  his  hands,  prepared 
the  bread  for  confccration  ;  but  previous  to  this  im- 
portant ceremony,  he  turned  himfelf  to  the  people, 
afldng  forgivenefs  of  every  one  prefent,  and  particu- 
larly thofe  whom  he  might  have  offended.  The  con- 
fecrated  bread  was  of  an  oblong  form  •,  and  having 
made  the  fign  of  the  crofs  over  it,  and  laying  it  in  a 
golden  plate,  he  lifted  it  up  to  the  view  of  the  peo- 
ple J  but  inftead  of  throwing  themfelves  on  their 
knees,  they  only  took  off  their  turbans,  and  ftruck 
themfelves  feveral  times  on  the  breaft,  amidft  the 
continual  ringing  of  bells.  The  fame  was  repeated 
at  the  elevation  of  the  chalice.  Then  the  bifhop  pro- 
nounced the  benedi(^ion  :  and  thus  concluded  the 
mafs,  which  had  continued  about  an  hour.  All  the 
men,  one  by  one,  paffed  by  the  altar ;  and  near  an 
old  painting  of  the  Virgin  Mary  with  the  infant  Jefus, 
kiffed  the  wall,  and  rubbed  their  faces  and  hands 
againft  it.  Thefe  were  followed  by  the  women,  who 
obferved  the  fame  ceremonies.  They  have  a  parti- 
cular place  affigned  them,  behind  a  wooden  lattice, 
through  which  they  have  a  view  of  the  altar. 

At  our  going  out  of  the  church  we  obferved,  to 
the  right,  a  fmall  cham.ber,  with  a  font  in  it.  Their 
baptifmal  ceremony  confifts  in  immerfion,  and  after-^ 
wards  anointing. 

After  fervice,  we  waited  on  the  bifhop,  who, 
according  to  cuftom  among  people  of  fafliion,  enter- 
tained us  with  fweetmeats,  bread,  brandy  and  coffee. 
As  he  feemed  to  be  of  a  communicative  difpofition, 
we  took  the  liberty  of  afking  him  feveral  queftions 
concerning  the  belief,  ceremonies,  and  religious  flate 
of  his  church.  And  from  his  anfwers  I  obtained  a 
knowledge  of  the  following  particulars  ; 
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The  Syrians,  who,  like  the  Roman  Catholicks, 
dilute  the  wine  lor  the  mafs,  and  herein  differ  from 
the  Armenians,  believe  tranlubftantiation.  They  ex- 
prefs  a  great:  veneration  for  tlie  Biefied  Virgin,  term- 
ing her  tiic  mother  of  God.  They  do  nor,  indeed, 
worfhip  faints ;  but  firmly  believe,  that  their  inter- 
ceffion  may  be  of  great  benefit  to  Chrillians. 

As  I  had  htard,  that  they  acknowledged  but  on$ 
nature  in  Chrifl:,  and  did  not  admit  of  the  council  of 
Chaicjdon  j  I  intimated  thele  things  to  the  bifliop, 
who  faiu,  that  this  was  only  adifpute  about  words; 
that  they  firmly  believed  Jefus  Chrift  to  be  God  and 
man  ;  but  that  they  did  not  make  ufe  of  the  two  di- 
ftind:  terms,  left  they  might  raife  an  idea  in  vulgar 
minds  of  two  perfons  in  our  Saviour.  Thus  they 
follow  the  doflrine  of  Diofceros,  h'l^o^  o^ Alexandria^ 
and  of  Barfemon,  bifhop  of  Corinth^  who  were  ia 
this  Eutycheans.  Thefe  two  ecclefiaftics  are  men- 
tioned in  their  mafs,  and  placed  among  their  princi- 
pal faints. 

As  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  their  church,  they  have 
a  patriarch  who  rcfides  at  Malda^  or  Dierbek^  a  very 
beautiful  city,  chiefly  of  free-ftone,  the  walls  of 
which  are  laid  to  have  been  built  by  a  Frenchman, 
who  alfo  erected  the  v/alls  of  Avignon  j  accordingly 
both  are  fimilar,  have  feventy- two  towers  of  the  fame 
form,  and  at  the  fame  diflance ;  and  thus  he  dif- 
charged  his  vow  of  building  two  fimilar  fortifica- 
tions, one  in  the  eaft,  and  the  other  in  the  we(i. 

Not  far  from  this  city,  they  have  a  large  church 
dedicated  to  St.  James,  and  from  which  they  are  laid 
to  have  acquired  the  appellation  of  Jacobins.  They 
have  among  them  above  thirty  bifhops,  and  particu- 
lar cathedrals  at  moft  of  the  noted  places,  as  Ba- 
mafcus^  'Tripoli^  &c. 

After  this  vifit,  we  returned  into  the  city  through 

Bab  el  Nojp.r^  or  St,  George's  Gate,  near  which  is  a 

Tuikifla  confecrated  place,  where  Eiilfia  is  faid  to 
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have  relied  himfelf.  A  few  paras  procured  us  ad^^ 
mittance  •,  but  all  we  faw,  werefeveral  lamps  burning. 
Ln  the  wall  under  the  gate  is  a  marble  ftone,  with  three 
holes  in  it,  pretended  to  be  imprefilons  made  by  the 
prophet ;  and  over  the  ftone  is  another,  with  this  mu- 
tilated infcription, 

APTEMIAI     KAAICTH. 

^_ 1 XAIPE. 

Soon  after,  I  went  with  the  EngliOi  chaplain  to 
fee  mafs  celebrated  by  the  Greeks,  Their  church 
contains  nothing  extraordinary,  and  very  much  re- 
fcmbles  that  of  the  Syrians,  having  three  infulated  al- 
*tars,  and  one  morefplendid  than  the  other,  at  which 
only  the  patriarch  officiates. 

We  indeed  faw  here  feme  odd  kinds  of  paintings  ; 
on  one  fide  was  a  head  refembling  the  Virgin  Mary, 
and  on  the  other,  a  portrait  of  our  Saviour.  The 
fubje6l  of  another  was  the  council  of  Nke,  with  Gon- 
Itantine  the  Great  fitting  as  prefident  •,  we  alfo  cbfer- 
ved  the  portrait  of  St.  Bafil  with  a  large  beard,  and 
of  St.  Nicholas  flopping  the  mouth  of  Afius,  who  was 
dreffed  in  black  :  though  in  a  very  fine  piece  of 
painting  I  afterwards  faw  at  Rome,  reprefenting  this 
council,  Pope  Silvefter  fate  as  prefident,  and  above 
Conftantine,  who  feem.ed  to  have  a  place  there  only 
to  keep  tliQ  peace. 

The  paintings  here  were  very  coarfe  and  grotefque, 
like  thole  in  all  the  Greek  churches.  Though  the 
pieces,  which  came  from  Mufcovy,  and  are  painted 
nearly  in  the  fame  tafte,  are  accounted  the  bed. 

I  ALSO  faw  here  a  painting  of  St.  George  on  horfe- 
back,  killing  a  dragon  with  his  fpear,  and  thus 
refcuing  a  king's  daughter  who  implored  afllftance. 
But  in  the  church  of  the  Armenians,  St.  George  is 
reprefentsd  with  a  little  child  behind  him. 
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There  is  no  end  of  the  fi6lions  related  of  this  Sr. 
George.  Hiftory,  indeed,  mentions  two  of  the 
name  :  the  firfl  an  Arian,  who,  in  the  time  of 
the  emperor  Julian,  was  murdered  by  the  people  of 
Alexandria.  The  other  a  foidier,  and  a  martyr,  be- 
Jieadcd  under  Dioclefian.  And  this  is  the  perfon 
mentioned  by  Metaphraiius. 

Others,  again,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  (lory  of 
St.  George,  of  which  there  are  fo  many  paintings,  is 
merely  emblematical.  St.  George,  by  encountering 
the  dragon,  reprefcnts  a  good  Chriftian,  continually 
oppofing  the  devil  j  the  king's  daughter  is  the  church 
of  God,  and  the  little  child  behind  him  reprefcnts 
our  Saviour,  who  by  his  prefence  imparts  courage  and 
fortitude  to  his  champion. 

The  Greek  mafs  begins  by  reading  fome  verfes  in 
Arabic  from  the  Gcfpels,  the  greateft  part  of  the  mafs 
being  celebrated  in  that  tongue;  for  the  people,  and 
fome  of  the  priefts,  are  ftrangers  to  the  Greek. 
When  the  bread  is  confecraied,  the  prieft  carries  it 
round  on  his  head,  and  a!fo  the  chalice ;  and  when 
he  partakes  of  it,  a  curtain  is  drawn  betwixt  him  and 
the  people,  as  1  fliould  have  mentioned  to  be  done 
among  the  Syrians. 

The  Greeks  dilute  their  facramental  wine  ;  and 
at  the  exaltation  of  the  hoft,  do  not  kneel,  only  take 
off  the  turban,  and,  at  the  fame  tim.e,  make  the  figu 
of  the  crofs,  beginning  from  the  right  fide  to  the  \zix. 
They  incline  the  body  with  their  hands  on  their  fore- 
heads, and  fometimes  beat  their  breads,  like  the  Sy- 
rians. 

The  women  in  the  church  are  feparated  from  the 
men,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Syrians,  having  a 
fight  of  the  altar  thro'  a  wooden  lattice. 

When  the  patriarch  officiates  in  perfon,  the  office 
is  performed  wifh  great  iblemn.ity,  the  ♦pontiff  being 
feated  on  his  throne  in  his  ufual  vcdments.  SomJo 
prayers  are  read,  and  the  pricffs  and  deacons,  v^hb 
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are  to  afTift  him  in  the  office,  put  on  their  habits  of 
ceremony.  Afterwards  the  patriarch  defcends  from 
throne,  and  feats  himfelf  in  an  elbow  chair  before 
the  altar,  where  the  deacons  invefl  him  with  his  pon- 
tifical robes,  which  are  extremely  rich  and  graceful. 
The  firft  tunic  is  of  crimfon  filk  -,  the  fecond,  a  kind 
of  gold  fluff;  over  this  is  a  third,  of  exquifite  white 
filk,  embroidered  with  gold  ;  and  laflly,  a  wide  and 
full  robe,  of  a  vivid  blue,  flowered  with  gold.  About 
his  neck  are  fufpended,  three  reliques  fet  in  gold  and 
filver,  and  enriched  with  pearls  and  other  gems.  On 
his  head  is  a  mitre  of  filver,  decorated  wuh  jewels, 
and  furmounted  by  a  fmall  crofs  of  the  moft  valuable 
(tones. 

After  mafs  we  paid  the  fame  compliment  to 
this  patriarch,  as  had  been  done  to  the  fuperior  of  the 
Syrians.  He  told  us,  that  the  Greek  Chriftians  had 
been  driven  out  of  Aleppo,  by  Saladin  an  Egyptian 
prince,  enjoining  them,  at  the  fame  time,  to  make 
ufe  of  no  other  language  than  the  Arabic,  to  which 
about  30,000  Greeks  declaring  they  would  never 
conform,  he  ordered  their  tongnes  to  be  plucked  out. 
But  Sultan  Selim  afterwards  fubduing  both  Egypt 
and  Syria^  treated  the  Chriflians  with  great  lenity, 
and  allowed  them  to  have  feme  churches  in  Aleppo, 
a  privilege  they  have  enjoyed  to  this  day. 

The  Roman  church  has  its  miffionaries  here  ;  but 
their  arguments  being  of  little  weight,  they  are  in- 
duflrious  of  gaining  fouls  by  money.  And  to  this 
end  a  large  fum  is  remitted  them  from  Romehy  the 
fodety  de  propaganda  fide  ♦,  though  the  principal  arti- 
cle of  this  converfion  is,  that  the  Greeks  fhould  ac- 
knowledge the  Pope  to  be  the  head  of  the  Chriftian 
church.  As  to  any  other  article  or  rights,  they  are 
welcome  to  remain  as  they  were.  But  the  Greeks  are 
not  fuffered  to  frequent  the  church  of  the  Franks,  the 
Pafcha  being  charged  by  the  Grand  Pafcha,  not  to 
tolerate  any  fuch  indulgence. 
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The  Greeks,  in  mud  be  owned,  are  in  general  ve- 
ry flupid  and  ignorant,  and  have  a  brutiS  averfion 
to  reading,  learning,  or  any  manner  of  inftrudiion  ; 
and  accordingly  a  jefuit  would  have  perfuaded  me, 
that  this  was  an  evident  token  of  God's  difpleafure 
againfl:  the  fchifmatic  Greek  church,  which  no  longer 
produced  great  divines  and  faints,  like  the  church  of 
Rome. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  in  Aleppo  there  is  not  one 
Greek  convent. 

The  mafs  of  the  Armenians  hath  alfo  its  rites  and 
folemnities.  Ic  is  begun  with  reading  the  Goipel, 
which  is  fucceeded  by  a  proceflion  round  the  church  : 
afterwards  they  begin  the  mafs,  and  the  finging  is 
accompanied  by  the  fame  inftruments  as  thole  of  the 
Syrians. 

The  bifhop  having  elevated  the  hoft  and  chalice 
to  the  view  of  the  congregation,  receives  himfelf  the 
eucharift,  at  which  time  a  curtain  is  drawn  before  the 
altar.  He  then  appears,  holding  in  his  hand  the 
Gofpel,  on  which  is  a  filver  plate,  reprefenting  a 
crofs.  This  every  one  kiffes,  and  at  the  fame  time 
the  deacons  diftribute  the  bread  to  all  who  have  per- 
formed this  a6l  of  veneration.  And  herein  conMs 
the  whole  fervice. 

The  bilhop,  to  whom  we  paid  our  compliments, 
led  us  into  a  chamber  furnilljed  very  neatly,  where 
we  were  entertained  in  the  fame  manner  as  by  the  bi- 
ihop  of  the  Syrians. 

Not  long  fince,  there  were  here  two  bifhops;  but 
one  is  now  banifhed  to  the  ifland  oi  Airrat,  on  a  fuf- 
picion  of  being  inclined  to  the  fee  of  Rome,  on  ac- 
count of  his  too  great  indulgence  to  the  mifTiona- 
rjes. 

This  prelate  appeared  to  be  a  very  good  natured 
perfon  •,  but  what  gave  us  a  mean  opinion  of  his  abi- 
lities, was  a  ftory  he  told  us,  that  about  500  years 
after  the  coming  of  our  Saviour,  the  Armenians,  who,. 

till 
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till  that  time,  had  made  ufe  of  Greek  chara6l:ers,  al- 
tered them  by  the  .direi5tion  of  an  angel,  who  appeared 
to  a  great  number  of  them,  at  a  folemn  aflembly 
held  in  the  caftle  of  Pdula,  not  far  from  Dierbek^  and 
exhibited  to  them  that  alphabet  they  now  ufe.  He 
alio  fliewed  us  the  Gofpels  in  manufcript,  wiiich,  ac- 
cording to  him,  were  written  1000  years  fince,  200 
before  the  alteration  of  the  alphabet. 

These  chara6lers  were  very  different  from  thofe 
now  in  ufe  ;  but  he  added,  that  the  Armenians  had 
effaced  the  new  adopted  letters  out  of  their  books, 
efpecially  at  the  time  of  the  fchifm,  in  order  to  faci- 
litate the  reading  of  the  Scriptuies  to  the  people, 
who  did  not  underfland  any  thing  of  the  ancient 
Greek. 

The  Gofpel,  he  told  us,  was  firft  preached  to 
them  in  Arabic,  by  an  apoftle,  whom  the  Arabians 
call  Roufiful,  and  the  Turks,  Arakil ;  and  on  this 
account  is  one  of  their  chief  faints  •,  next  to  him  is 
St.  Gregory  and  St.  James,  ar.d  laftly  St.  George  : 
to  ihefe  three  they  attribute  very  remarkable  mi- 
racles. 

Their  chief  patriarch  rcfides  at  Itehmiadgin^  or 
Three  Churches,  in  Perfm,  where  a  great  number  of 
manufcripts  are  depofited,  wrote  inGreek  characters, 
and  confequently  muft  be  very  ancient. 

The  Armenians  have  two  churches  at  Aleppo,  the 
largeft  of  which  is  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary. 
We  were  prefentat  a  funeral  there,  the  office  of  which 
confiftcd  only  of  a  few  prayers,  during  which  time  the 
deceafed,  wrapped  up  in  linen,  was  laid  before  the 
alter  in  the  center  of  the  church. 

Among  the  paintings,  which  are  all  extreriiely 
'  mean,  is  a  Lafi:  Judgment,  where  the  Father,  the 
Son,  and  the  Virgin  Mary,  together  v;ith  the  bieffed, 
are  reprefented  fitting  in  Heaven.  Underneath  is 
the  mouth  of  hell,  where  a  devil  of  the  firft  magni- 
tude lays  hold  of  Judas  j  and  among  other  punifh- 

ments 
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mcnts  of  the  wicked,  fome  are  fwallowed  up  by 
filhes  in  a  large  lake,  others  torn  to  pieces  by  lions, 
tigers,  &c. 

In  the  other  church  is  a  pidlurc  ofSt.  GiegoFy, 
furrounded  by  paintings  of  his  actions  ;  one  of  which 
is,  his  turning  Tiridates,  king  of  Armenia,  into  a 
hog;  but  afterwards,  relenting  at  his  fupplications,' 
he  reftored  him  to  his  former  figure  ;  together  with 
the  feveral  tortures  which  this. faint  underwent. 

This  church  was  alfo  decorated  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  fmaller.pidures,  repreferiting  the  miracles  of 
St.  James,  the  patron  of  the  Syrians. 

Here  is  alfo  a  piece  of  St;  Thomas  preaching  the 
Gofpel  to  the  Indian?,  and  whjich,  as  v.'e  were  told, 
was  fent  hither  from /w^/^,  whereto  this  day  exift  a 
body  of  Chriftians,  diftinguiOied  by  the  name  of 
that  faint.  Befides  thefe  pamtings  of  faints  and  their 
miracles,  they  have  as  many  traditions  as  our  Euro- 
pean neighbours.  And  I  v;as  gravely  told  by  an  e-c- 
clefiallic,  that  a  fon  of  St.  Gregory  being  come  to 
NUe  on  an  afs,  in  order  to.affiil  at  the  council,  was 
ridiculed  for  his  fimplicity,  and  by  way  of  infult  a 
plpugh  was  put  into  his  hands,  which  he  drew  to- 
wards the  fea,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  city, 
ploughed  it  as  if  it  had  been  a  field,  faying,  on  his 
return,  "  ye,  who  defpife  mean  things,  do  the  like  ;'* 
on  which  they  all  revered  him  on  their  knees,  and 
gave  him  an  honourable  leat  in  the  council. 

They  pretend,  that  their  ancient  language  was  the 
fecond  in  the  world  ;  and  this  they  call  HaikjmCi 
from  their  firft  king  Haik,  fon  to  Tagorma,  and 
great  grand-fon  of  Japhet,  according  to  Mofes 
Chorcmien,  an  Armenian  writer,  who  lived  in  the 
fourth  century,  and  wrote  the  hiftory  of  his  nation 
from  an  ancient  Chaldean  chronicle,  which,  by  the 
pariicular  order  or  Alexander  the  Great,  has  been 
tranflaxd  into  Greek. 

This 
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This  writer  has  given  the  names  of  the  Armeniaii 
kings,  from  Haik  to  Artafches,  his  cotemporary,  to 
the  number  of  fourfcore ;  and  according  to  him, 
Harma,  the  fixth  king,  who  lived  in  Abraham's 
time,  gave  name  to  the  country  oi  Armenia. 

The  lafl  church  we  vifited  was  that  of  the  Maron- 
ites,  which  is  in  one  of  the  fuburbs  inhabited  by 
Chriftians,  and  near  the  fame  eminence  on  which 
thofe  belonging  to  the  Greeks  and  Armenians  are 
built. 

This  church  had  three  altars,  of  which  that  in  the 
middle  is  dedicated  to  Elifha,  and  over  it  is  a  large 
painting,  reprefenting  him,  with  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Anthony  on  the  right  fide,  and  on  the  left  St.  Paul 
and  St.  Maro.  The  latter  on  their  knees,  and  in  the 
habits  of  capuchins.  Here  is  alfo  a  feparate  place, 
with  rails,  for  the  women.  .  The  font  is  a  large  piece 
of  ftone  work  decorated  with  fculpture  -,  but  the  Ma- 
ronites,  inftead  of  imitating  the  Syrians,  Greeks, 
and  Armenians,  in  immerging  the  children  at  bap- 
tifm,  follow  the  Roman  rites,  only  fprinkling  the 
the  face  of  the  child  three  times. 

The  Maronites  of  Aleppo  amount  to  about  5000, 
and  moft  of  them  acknowledge  the  Pope  to  be  their 
head,  not  a  few  of  them  having  fludied  at  Rome, 
In  the  mountains  of  Lebanon  and  Cafiravan  are  20 
convents  of  this  feft,  one  of  which  is  a  nunnery. 

Having  now  feen  the  principal  objeds  o{ Aleppo, 
we  prepared  for  our  return  to  Alexandretta^  in  our  way 
to  Leghorn. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XXIV. 

Return  to  Alexandretta.  An  account  of  the  Cur- 
disy  and  of  the  ruins  of  the  church  of  Simon 
Stilites.  T^our  to  Bajas.  And  ^voyage  by  fea  to 
Leehorn. 


TH  E  Englifh  Conful,  with  all  the  merchants 
at  Aleppo^  were  fo  kind  as  to  accompany  us  to 
the  diflance  of  an  hour,  from  the  city.  We  lay  that 
night  at  a  village  called  Minhera,  where  we  met  with 
civil  entertainment,  as  is  generally  given  to  the 
Franks,  the  people  knowing  that  it  does  not  go  un- 
rewarded; whereas  they  muft  entertain  the  Turks 
gratis,  who  often,  not  content  with  this,  ftrip  their 
hofts  of  their  befl:  furniture. 

In  continuing  our  journey  the  next  morning,  we 
pafled  by  fonie  tents  of  the  Curdis,  a  people  origi- 
nally from  Curdejlany  a  country  bordering  on  Perjia^ 
and  not  improbably  the  fame,  who  fo  much  harrafled 
Xenophon  in  his  expedition,  and  whom  he  calls  Car- 
deuchi,  and  in  another  place,  Cardueri. 

Their  language  is  very  fingular,  and  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  all  other  nations,  except  the  Per- 
fians,  with  whom  it  feems  to  have  fome  affinity. 
Their  tents  are  fmall,  and  covered  with  goat-fkins. 
They  lead  an  ambulatory  life,  and  fubfift  moftly  on 
their  cattle  -,  though  fome  live  in  villages  and  little 
towns,  who  are  much  more  civilized  and  humane 
than  the  others.  Every  troop  has  its  chief,,  whofe 
dignity  is  hereditary. 

They  are  fubjeft  to  different  fovereigns,  according 
to  their  vicinity  •,  but  with  this  diftindion,  that  the 
ieaft  powerful  are  confidered  as  dependents  under  the 

Itrongeft 
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flronger  chiefs,  of  whom  fome  can  bring  ten  Of 
twelve  thoufand  men  into  the  field  •,  and  thefe  fcorn 
ar^otlier  protedors  than  the  Grand  Signior,  or  the 
monarch  of  Perfia. 

Their  women  go  bare  headed,  without  any  veil, 
and  converfe  freely  with  the  men. .  They  are  all  Ma- 
hometans; but  of  different  fefls,  according  as  they 
belong  to  Turks  or  Perfians.  But  the  vagrant  tribes 
are  charged  with  a  pra<5i:ice  contrary  to  all  religions, 
namely,  ftealing,  and  violent  robberies  -,  and  re- 
markable for  a  great  number  of  fuperflitious  prac- 
tices.' ■ ; 

■About  four  hours  farther  we  ftruck   out  of  the 
road,  in  order  to  fee  the  remains  of  an.  old  church, 
famous  in  this  country,  on  account  of  the  rcfpecb  an- 
ciently paid  to  its  faint  called  Simon  Stylites,  from  his  , 
having  fpent  great  part  of  his  life  upon  a  pillar. 

This  Simon  lived  about  the  time  of  the  council 
of  Chalcedon ;  and^  according  to  moft  Authors 
firfl:  inti^oduced  this  manner  of  living  on  a  pillar. 
Hiftory  mentions  another  Sinion  Stylites,  poiterior 
to  him,  and  therefore  called,  the  Younger,  who 
isfaid  to  have  fpent  fixty- eight  years  in  this  flrange 
manner. 

This  church  has  three  entrances,  one  on  the  north, 
one  on  the  eaft,  and  another  on  the  fouth  fide.  That . 
ontheeaft  fide  leads  tirft  through  two  doors,  into  an 
area  furrounded  with  a  piazza ;  and  after  paffing  along 
the  weft  fide,  we  came  to  a  fecond  area,  where  we 
had  a  dire6t  view  of  the  chief  front  of  the  church. 

The  fouth  entrance  leads  through  four  doors  into 
a  portico,  near  v;hich  is  the  afore-mentioned  front ; 
and  this  feems  to  be  the  principal  entrance.  That  on 
the  north  fide  leads  to  a  quadrangle. 

The  front  is  very  magnificent,  being  embellifhed 
with  beautiful  pillars  of  the  Corinthian  order.  It  has 
three  gates :  that  in  the  middle  is  much  the  largeft. 

On 
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On  entering  the  church,  we  found  it  a  large  round 
ftrudure,  with  eight  huge  pillars  of  the  Corinthian 
order,  and  as  many  arches.  In  the  center,  among 
the  ruins,  is  ftill  feen  a  pedeftal,  fuppofed  to  be  that 
which  fupported  the  pillar,  on  which  Simon  fpent  his 
days. 

This  church  is  at  prefent  quite  open,  the  ftones 
and  ruins  of  a  beauriful  cupola  lying  on  the  ground. 
Beyond  the  body  of  the  church  we  came  into  the 
fan^tim  fan^orum^  or  a  feparate  place  for  the  clergy, 
at  the  end  of  which  is  a  huge  niche,  formerly  the 
place  where  the  altar  flood. 

On  the  outfide  it  is  decorated  with  a  double  row 
of  fmall  Corinthian  pillars,  and  many  other  orna- 
ments of  archite<5lure.  On  one  fide  is  a  fmall  room, 
not  improbably  the  veftry  •,  but  in  no  part  of  this 
ftrudure  could  we  difcern  the  leaft  veftige  of  paint- 
ing. 

The  ufe  of  the  firft  part  of  the  church  cannot  be 
determined ;  though  it  feems  to  have  had  a  fquare 
tower,  with  feparate  rooms  i  but  all  now  forms  one 
confufed  mafs  of  ruins. 

Not  far  from  the  north  entrance  we  were  conduc- 
ed to  a  fmall  building,  a  confiderable  part  of  which 
was  hewn  in  the  rock,  and  was  probably  a  burial- 
place  for  perfons  of  rank,  there  being  at  the  end  of 
it  two  cavities,  and  at  each  fide  three,  for  depoliting 
bodies.  In  the  floor  was  a  large  hole,  made,  as  we 
were  told,  in  fearching  after  treafure  j  but  it  gave  us 
an  opportunity  of  feeing,  that  there  were  fubterrane- 
ous  vaults,  which  fome,  who  are  fond  of  forming 
conjedurcs,  might  fuppofe  to  be  intended  for  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  family. 

About  150  paces  to  the  fouth  of  the  church  are 
other  ruins,  and  among  them,thofe  of  a  fmall  build- 
ing terminating  in  a  cupola,  with  fome  pillalters  on 
the  eaft  fide.  Thefe  feveral  edifices,  which  fland  on 
a  flat  rock,  were  formerly  inclofed,  as  appears  from 
Vol.  II.  Bb  the 
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the  ruins,  with  a  wall  decorated  with  feveral  fquarc 
towers,  at  equal  diftances. 

In  the  neighbourhood  we  faw  a  great  number  o-f 
ruined  convents,  churches,  and  chapels;  whence  it 
is  probable,  that  this  place  was  formerly  inhabited  by 
a  great  number  of  ecclefiaftics  and  hermits,  who 
made  a  diHinguiflicd  figure  with  regard  to  the  exter- 
nals of  religion. 

We  alfo  faw  here  feveral  fepulchres  hewn  in  the 
rock,  and  among  others,  that  of  a  Roman  officer, 
with  the  following  Greek  and  Latin  infcriptions : 

T.  'fAAOriOC  lOTATANOCOTTEPAKOC  AFTEnNO  ,  C.  H. 

CHB\CtHC  A^lEPaCEN  MNH.MEION  aTTOA  A1  ...  NEKF.C 

GKOlC  KATAXGONlOlC  KAl  AVlMOC-f-ATTOTTE   KAIEITIAC 

THC  rrNAIlCOC  ATTOr  KAEPONOON    C.  .  OIC  ATTOT  KAl  TGlC 

F.rro 
NO]C  ATTOr  onnc  mhaekie  ...  onhatia  motpip-CAt  katoy 

AE  NATPlOnONTO    ATTO   MKHMEJQM 
KAlCr. 

T  FLAVIVS   IV^LIANVS  VETERAN VS 
LEG.  VIII.  AVG.  DEDICAVIT  MONVMEiNTVM  SVVM 

IN 
SEMPITERNVM    DUS    MANIBVS    SVIS   ET    EHITIAE 

VXORIS  SVAE 
1NFERISQ\^E    ET   HEREDIBVS    SVIS    POSTERISC^VE 

EORVM   VT 

NELICERET  VLLI  EORVM  ABALIEMARE  VENDERE 

VLLO  MODO 

HOCCE  MONVMENTV^M. 

At  a  little  diflance  from  this,  we  met  with  the 
three  folio  A'ing  infcriptions  : 

A n     K  A  I     E  A 

MA---      EHniC     IIATPnAIC 
KPAXaP     AE     ANA PONE  I K     AT 

,  XET.      AI ITATPriANEICTfiN 

1AII2N      EK     Tic     EAHNOi 
ETATC     HZ 
TATNIZT. 


Europe,  the  Holy  Land,  Egypt,  &c.        371 

IXNTO  AOIKTPIN  I:      AOC  nc  AIKOHPeie 
NGNTne  iKneNa  HNGiePANI. 

AtMG  nriTG 

AIMIAAI      nPH      TeiNHTa 

6  Z  O  T  ,\  O  1  A  C    r  e  A  I  A  A  1 1  C     K  A  I 

AINIAAIOT     nrOAGMAiOYc     TPA 

T  e  T  C   A  M  €  N  n  6   T  H  C  B  O  H  O  n  K  O  P  N  [  KOT 

AAPX2NT   IIaTIKOTZHCANT  -{-  € TH    KAXHNGCA 

€XPinNH      OTKTAT 

€  T  O  T  c. 

We  no'vV  returned  to  the  road,  highly  fatisFied 
wirh  lecing  lb  remarkable  a  cunolicy  la  a  delblare 
placf. 

Being  arrived  in  the  plain,  we  forded  the  river 
y^r/;;;,  and  fpent  the  night  in  a  village,  under  the 
fame  roof  with  our  horfcs. 

The  next  day  we  crofled  the  delicious  plain  o^  An~ 
ticch.  Among  the  mountains  we  Taw  a  mineral 
fpring  called  Raman  mat  \  ai-d  holding  a  piece  of 
fiiver  ibme  time  in  the  water,  we  obferved  that  ic 
contracled  a  green  tinge  ;  that  the  water  was  not 
too  hot  for  batning  in,  and  accordingly  is  frequented 
by  the  Turks,  under  any  peculiar  diforder.  I'he 
tafte  of  the  water  was  fulphureous,  and  had  a  bluiih 
caft.  In  this  plain  we  obferved  feveral  eminences, 
wh  ch  were  tiirown  up  as  deftnf.ve  works. 

At  fome  diilance  we  crolTed  a  bridge,  and  a  kind 
of  caufeway.  This  is  called  Amurat's  bridge,  in  ho- 
nour of  a  Grand  Vizir  of  thac  name,  who  built  ir. 
This  caufeway  begins  with  a  bridge  of  three  arches, 
and  is  continued  to  the  length  of  half  an  hour,  in  a 
feries  of  low  fmall  arches,  very  difficult  for  horfes, 
being  originally  ill  builr,  and  kept  in  no  repair. 

We  continued  our  journey  through  a  tedious  and 

marfhy  way,  which  brought   us    to   another   place, 

galled  the  'u:hile  Iridge,  and  at  Icng.h  to  the  new  kane, 

B  b  2  called 
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called  Cava  Mut,  near  which  is  a  hamlet  of  huts  in- 
habited by  Turcumans,  ftttled  here  by  the  Pafcha 
for  cultivating  the-  lands,  and  clearing  the  roads  of 
robbers.  In  the  fiimmer  they  are  at  liberty  to  retire 
to  the  mountains  •,  but  are  never  to  return  to  their 
own  country,  unlefs  each  can  procure  an  able  man 
to  ferve  in  his  ftead.  Thefe  Turcumans  are  under 
the  command  of  the  governor  of  Caramut  kan,  who 
furniflies  them  with  good  fire-arms  and  fabres. 
They  feemed  pleafed  at  cur  coming  among  them, 
and  with  great  civility  gave  us  milk  and  bread. 

We  then  croITed  a  rivulet,  and  came  again  to  fome 
mountains,  where  are  feveral  remains  of  a  Roman 
way,  confifting  of  large  ftones,  and  of  the  fame 
contexture  with  the  via  Flaminia  and  Appia  in  lialy  ; 
and  in  the  afrernoon  we  reached  Alexandretta. 

As  the  (hip,  in  which  we  were  to  embark,  would 
not  be  ready  for  fome  days,  we  made  a  tour  to  Bajas, 
which  lies  about  four  hours  from  Alexandretta. 

After  riding  fome  time  by  the  fea-fide,  over 
fome  eminences  planted  with  fmall  fir  and  myrtle- 
trees,  we  faw,  at  about  half  an  hour's  diftance  on 
our  right  hand,  an  old  caftle,  in  which  a  party  of 
men  do  duty  continually,  for  the  fafety  of  the 
roads. 

Not  far  from  hence,  though  fomething  nearer 
the  fea,  were  two  ruins  refembling  towers,  and  pro- 
bably might  have  been  a  fignal  houfe,  for  giving  no- 
tice on  the  appearance  of  any  corfairs.  Thefe  ruins 
may  be  feen  at  Alexandretta^  as  they  (land  high  •, 
and  I  think  Mr.  Tavernier  is  miftaken  in  his  con- 
currence with  the  common  opinion,  that  they  are 
Jonas's  pillars. 

We  afterwards  crofTed  two  rivers,  and  entered  a 
moft  charming  plain,  which   we  found  to  extend  it- 
feif,  the   nearer  we  approached,  to  Bajas,     A  little 
before  v/e  reached  the  place,  we  croficd  another  ri- 
ver 
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vcr  called  Bajas,  and  by  fome  thought   to   be  the 
Pyramus  of  the  ancients. 

The  fituation  of  Bajas  is  extremely  delightful :  it 
lies  on  the  fea-fhore,  and,  towards  the  land,  is  fur- 
rounded  by  a  multitude  of  gardens,  full  of  the  richeft 
fruits,  as  oranges,  citrons,  mulberries,  &c.  But 
whether  Bajas  (lands  on  the  ancient  IJfus,  which  gave 
name  to  the  Sinus  IJficus^  is  not  eafy  to  determine ; 
another  city  having  been  built  near  it,  in  memory  of 
the  fignal  viftory  which  Alexander  gained  over  Da- 
rius in  the  adjacent  plain. 

BAJAS,  though  fmall,  has  a  very  good  caftle, 
furrounded  by  a  moat  :  it  is  the  aga's  refidence,  but 
unprovided  with  military  ftores,  for  defence  of  the 
place.  It  is  a  very  great  thorough- fare,  lying  in  the 
high  road  to  Smyrna  and  Conjlantinople, 

This  town  is  famous  for  boots,  pewter  and  cop- 
per ware  :  bur  the  moft  pleafmg  objeds  are  a  kane 
and  bazar,  or  market,  both  covered  with  cupola's. 

The  revenues  of  this  place,  which  are  not  incon- 
fiderable  on  account  of  the  great  refort,  belongs  to 
the  mofqucs  of  Conjlantinople. 

The  harbour  is  about  half  a  mile  from  the  town  ; 
and  here  the  merchants,  who  are  moftly  Greeks, 
have  their  warehoufes.  The  trade  chiefly  confifts  in 
rice,  foap,  filk,  &c.  but  the  harbour  is  capable  only 
of  receiving  coafters. 

A  SMALL  caftle  ftands  near  it  for  defence ;  but  ve- 
ry ill  provided  for  any  fuch  purpofe.  There  are  in- 
deed lying  on  the  ground  two  guns,  one  of  which 
had  the  arms  of  England  on  it.  The  corfairs  take 
care  to  avail  themfelves  of  this  remilTnefs  of  the 
Turks,  by  landing  in  the  night,  and  carrying  off  con- 
fiderable  booty. 

Near  this  harbour  is  a  large  lake,  which  has,  in 
fummer,  a  very  bad  effect  upon  the  air. 

The    Greeks  have    their  dwellings    contiguous, 

about   half  a  mile  from  Bajas,  and  none  of  them 
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without  a  delightful  garden.  They  have  alfo  a 
church  under  the  patriarch  oi  ALxandretta.  During 
the  great  heat?,  rnoft  of  them  retire  to  the  moun- 
tains, where  they  enjoy  a  cool  and  more  healthy 
air. 

The  plain  of  Bajas,  which  reaches  fiom  the  fea 
to Amenus'  hilU  is  about  two  miles  over;  but  north- 
ward it  extends  much  farther,  even  to  the  fnovvy 
mountains  of  'Taurus.  1  rode  to  and  fro  over  it,  re- 
fleding  on  the  vidory  which  Alexander  had  obtained 
over  Darius  •,  though  I  don't  knov/  whether  the  river 
of  Bcijas  may  be  taken  for  the  Pyramus^  or  whether 
Alexander  caT.e  fo  near  Bajas :  for,  according  to 
Quintus  Curtius,  Darius  fcllowcd  the  Macedonians 
hither,  imagining  they  were  flying.  But  on  the 
north,  there  is  not  the  leafl:  appearance  of  a  river, 
within  an  hour  of  Bajas. 

Alexander,  in  drawing  up  his  army  for  the 
adian,  extended  his  left  wing  to  the  fea,  and  his 
right  to  the  hiJls ;  and  Quintus  Curtius  relaie?,  that 
Darius,  having  miude  himielf  m after  of  7^«j,  pa0ed 
the  river  Pyrannis  in  purfuit  of  Alexander. 

The  way  from  Bajas  to  Stamboulj  or  Conflaraino- 
fky  lies  over  the  mountain  of  'Taurus,  which  is  but 
one  day's  journey. 

On  this  road  there  is  a  very  narrow  pafTage,  by 
the  Turks  called  Demur  Kapon,  or  Irongaie,  the 
Pyf^  of  the  ancients.  The  flones  very  much  re- 
fembling  agate,  which  is  alfo  the  road  fiom  Cappndocia. 
to  Tc.rfus;  but  this  mountain  at  prefent  is  known  by  the 
name  of  the  mountain  of  Caran^ania. 

Near  Bajas,  and  on  the  bank  of  its  river,  is  a 
fmall  building,  being  an  academy  for  folbs,  or  Turk- 
ifh  fludents,  with  a  mofque  belonging  to  it.  At  it's 
port  is  ftill  feen  a  pedeltai,  and  on  it  the  frullum  of 
a  pillar. 

V/e  now  returned  to  Akxayidretta,  and  foon  after 
fct  fail  for  Leghorn,  to  which  we  had  no  fpeccy  paf> 
fage,  being  two  months  at  lea,  Th£ 


Europe,  the  Holy  Land,  Egypt,  6cc,       375 

The  pellilence  at  that  time  raging  in  feveral  parts 
of  the  world,  we  were  fcarce  conic  10  an  anchor  in 
Leghorn  road,  than  a  bjrge,  with  the  Grand  Duke's 
flag,  came  along  fide,  to  enquire  whence  the  fhip 
came,  with  the  captain's  and  owner's  names,  and 
whither  bound  ;  and  then  returned,  to  make  the  re- 
port. 

The  next  morning  the  captain  went  aOiore  to  the 
office  of  health,  after  which  he  returned  with  two 
waiters,  who  remained  on  board  to  prevent  commu- 
nication with  other  vefieis.  The  next  thing  was  to 
air  the  cargo ;  and  this  generally  laRs  ttn  days,  no 
perfon  in  the  mean  time  muil  prefume  to  go  on 
Ihore. 

I  WENT  in  the  boat  to  the  bucca,  or  o'lice  of 
health,  wh;ch  is  a  place  in  the  haibour,  confillingof 
two  bahiltrades,  between  which  is  a  partition,  where 
the  waiters  of  the  bucca  are  Rationed  ;  here,  at  a 
certain  diftance,  the  perfon  newly  arrived,  fpeaks 
■with  his  acquaintance  from  die  city.  At  the  end  of  this 
ftated  place,  where  the  waiters  Hand,  is  a  chimney  tor 
burning  fbraw,  or  incenfe,  to  fumigate  letters,  before 
they  are  fent  to  the  poft-ofiice.  They  are  handed 
open  to  the  fumigator,  who  holds  them  at  the  end 
of  a  fplit  cane  over  the  fmoke,  and  another  perfon 
feals  them,  in  the  prefenc;;  of  the  pe.lbn  to  whom 
they  belong. 

Nothing  is  to  be  received  here,  without  leave 
firfl:  obtained  from  the  captain  of  the  bucca,  who 
immediately  repairs  hither,  at  the  arrival  of  a  Hiip. 
Theie  are  alfo  two  rooms,  one  for  the  captain,  and 
the  other  for  the  cJerks,  of  the  bucca. 

Not  far  trom  the  bucca  he  fome  rocks,  on  which 
is  a  building,  being  a  kind  of  office  for  thofe  who, 
coming  from  fu'pected  places,  are  flopped  horn  pro- 
ctedi{)g  to  the  bucca. 

We  returned  on  board  ;  and  on  the  1 2th  day  the 
phyfician  of  the  clEce  of  health,  attended  by  a  clerk 
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of  the  bucca,  in  a  barge,  came  along  fide,  with  the 
Grand  Duke's  flag,  and  releafed  us  from  our  con- 
finement. 

We  were  now  allowed  to  go  into  the  city  ;  but 
having  been  before  at  Leghorn^  I  fpent  the  ufual  time 
of  compliments  and  civilities  to  my  acquaintance, 
and  prepared  to  fet  out  on  the  complete  tour  I  had 
propofed  to  take  through  Italy^  Spain,  France^  and 
Germany  \  but  there  being  already  fo  many  excellent 
defcriptions  of  thofc  countries,  I  have  referved  my 
obfervarions  for  private  amufement. 

The  foregoing  I  recommend  to  the  candor  of  the 
public,  as  they  were  defigned  for  their  entertainment 
and  in(lru6tion  \  as  relating  to  parts  not  fo  generally 
known. 
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particular  account?  of, 

V.  II.  218 
Cuppars,  what,  V.  JI    231 

Curdis,  who,  V.  II     367 

Curiojities  at  Rhodes,  V,  I.   276 
Cujiom,  a  fingular  one,     V.  I.  3 

an  indecent  one,  V.  I.  4 

at  the  Burlings,  V.  I.  8 

by  whom  inltituted,    id. 
ibid. 

— ; remarkable  one,  in  the 

wildernefs  of  St  John  Baptift, 

V.I.   361 

Cybele,  temple  of,         V.  I.  75 

• goddefs,  where  worfhip- 

ped,  V.  I     169 

Cyprus,  political  hillory  of,  V.  i. 

284 

•  ifland  of,  defcribed,  V.I, 

282 

' ftate  and  government  of, 

V.I.  283 

trade  of,  &c.  V.  I.  287 

Cythera,   her  birth  place,  V.  I. 

6; 

Cythmos,  modern  name  of,  V.  1. 


D. 

DAmieta,  town  of,  defcribed, 
V.II.   55 

government,  &c.     ibid. 

Damafcus,  city  of,  defcribed,  V. 

II.  247 

Dancers,  publick,  at  Conftanti- 

nople,  V.  I.  216 

Daubujfon,     Grand    Mafter    of 

Rhodes,  V.  I.  27 1 


N    D    E    V 

Vol.1.    Deception,  agreeable  one.  Vol.  T. 

page  235 
Del  Principi,  iflands  of,V.I.  2o8 
Dernjenters,    who    in    Turkey, 
V.  I.   182 
Delos,  ifland  of,  V.  I.  71 

Dervifes,  convent  of,  defcribed, 
V.II.   360 

their  tenets,   and  man- 

of  living,  V.  II.  361. 

Diamond,  a  funken  rock,  where, 
V.I.  9 
Diana,  Bath  of,  V.  I.  77 

temple  of  at  Ephefus, 

V.I    106 
Divan,  minute  account  of,  V.  I. 

193 

Divers,  remarkable,  defcription 

of,  V.I.  266 

Dinjerjions,  publick,  at  Conftan-. 

tinople,  defcription  of,    V.  I. 

216 

Dives,  rich  man,  the  houfe  of, 

V  I.  350- 

Doergoetli,  town  and  mountain^ 

V.I.   150 

Dogs,  none  kept  in  the  TexeJ, 

V.I.  3 

Dolphins,  numerous,  where,  V.I, 

49 

enemies  to  the  Crocodile, 

V.  II.  217 
Don  John  of  Auftria,  llatue  of, 
V.I.  561 
Dourbali,  village,       V.  I.   loi 
Droggeman,  his   office   at  Con- 
ftantinople,  V.  I.  216 

Drufes,  who  Vol.  \\.   293 

account  of  their  ftrange 

religion,  V.  II.   296 

Duke  of  Tufcany,  ftatue  of,  V.I. 

24 
Dutch,  burial-place,  V.  I.  77 
■  Trade  at  Smyrna,  what, 
V.  I.  87 
Dutcheft  of  Mazarine,  ftatue  of> 
V.  I.  37 
C  c  3  E.  Earth' 


N 


D    E    X. 

Execution^ 


e; 


Earthquakes  at  Smyrna  com- 
mon,        Vol.  I.   page  95 
Eclipfe  of  the  moon,   fable  of, 
V.  I.  131 
Bggland,  why  fo  called,  V.  I.  2 
fgypt,  natural  hiftory  of,  V.II. 
212 

it's  produdls,  V.  II,  223 

__ animals  of,    V.  II.  226 

Egyptians,  their  manners,  V.  II. 

228 

Elba,  ifland  of,  where,    V.  I. 

48 

Elias,  houfe  of,  where,    V.  I. 

296 

Elijah,  cave  of,  defcribed,  V.  II. 

7 

— — —  fountain    of,    defcribed 

V  II.  9 

— — —  garden  of,      V.  II.   1 1 

Elizabeth,  St,  country-houfe  of, 

V.  I.  362 

Emir  Capi,    dangerous  pafs  of, 

V.I.  186 

Emirs y    Arabian     chiefs,    who, 

V.  II.  3 

Efigedi,  celebrated  cave  of,  V.I. 

369 
Ephe/us,  journey  to,     V.  I.  97 

w— caflle   at,    account  of, 

V.I.  113 
•— —  aquedudl,  fine  one,  ibid. 

Epitomnis,    hill    of,    defcribed, 

V.II.   179 

E/draelon,  plain  of,     V.  II.   24 

Efiber,  Queen,  where  born,  V.II. 

47 

Eunuchs  at  Conftantinople,  di- 

ftinftion  paid  them,      V.  I. 

221 

^uripus,  waters  of,  remarkable, 

y.  1. 72 


remarkable   oncj^ 
Vol.  I.  page  142 
Experiment,  fmgular,  V.  11.  129 


F. 

^Mulous    letter,    remarkable 
one,  V.  I.  54 

Falconero,  rock  of,        V.  I.    69 
Fanair,  fuburb  of,  at  Conftan- 
tinople, V   I.  213 
Faro  of  Meflina  defcribed,  V.  I. 

50 
— ■■—  light  houfe  of,  ib.  5  i 

FeaJ},  Arabian,  defcribed,  V.II. 

35 
Fig-trees    at   Scios  remarkable, 

.     ^'  ^-  ^55 

Fireworks  at  Conftantinople  de- 
fcribed, V.  I.   214 

Firman,  of  what  nature,  V.  I. 
203 

—  Turkifli  pafs,    form  of 

one,  V  I    231 

Floats  of  reeds  for  paffing  the 
Nile,  V.  II.  114 

Florence,  defcription  of,  V.I.  3  I 

number  of  inhabitants, 

churches,  &c.  V.  1.  32 

Floretitines,  the  temper  of,  V.  I. 

44 
Fountain    of    Elijah   defcribed, 

V.  II.  9. 

ofMofes,      V".  II.  150 

French  confuls,  at  Smyrna,  ac- 
count of,  V.  I.  90 

their  vanity 

abroad,  V.  I.  258 


G. 

GJbala  defcribed,  V.  II.  312 
Galley  rowers,  mock  ones 
at  Conftantinople,  contempti- 
ble, V.  I.  217 

Callipoli, 


INDEX. 

Gul^ipoli^  hatbpur  of.       Vol.  I.  Guelphic,  birth-place  of,  Vol.  I. 

page  165  page  31 
G«m£s,  equellrian,  at  Conlhinci- 
ple,                           V.  r.   2i5 

Garden  penfile,  defcribed,  V.  I.  H. 
20; 

of  Elijah  defcribed,    V.  TT.'^I/Pafcha,  narrow  fcheme 

II.   1 1  .0.  of,                     V.  I.  208 

Ga/r/^/r.y,  Turkifh,  what,  V.I.  Hajiar,  village  of,         V.  I.  77 

275  Hebron,  refervoirs  at  V.  I.    367 

Gaza,  city,  account  of,      V.  I.  Helen,  birthplace  of,  V.  I.  65 

300 bath  of  at  Scios,    V.  I. 

George,  remarkable  pirate,   ac-  251 

count  of,                   V.I    i6z  Hellefpont,   ftreight,     V.I.    164 

George,  St,  cave  of,      V.  II.   8  Heliopolis,  now  Balbec,   defcri- 

■■    ■'  and  the  Dragon,  ac-  bed,                        V.  II.  266 

count  of,                   V    I.   304.  Hercules^  pilhirs  of,        V.  I.    10 

tree,  rock  of,     V.  I.  Herman,    mount  of,    defcribed, 

71  V.  II.  26 

Giheli,    defcripiion    of,    V.  W.  Hermos,  river  of,  where,     V.  I. 

312  _                        151 

Gigfran,    ancient  lake  of,  con-  Herojlratus,    infancy  of,     V.  J. 

jedure  about,           V.  1.   147  108 

Clafs-plate,  of  the  Magi,   what,  Heva  Juhbar,    town  of,    defcri- 

V.  ir.   248  bed,                         V.  II.  260 

Golden  diadem,  remarkable,  V  I.  Hippocrtltes,  his  birth-place,  V.I. 

38  _                  263 

Gonfaloniers,  who,        V.I    30  Hippopotamus  or  river  horfe,  de- 

Gorgona,  ifiand  ot,  where,  V.  I.  Icribed,                    V.  II.   219 

47  Holy  fire,  procefllon  of,     V.  1. 

Go/port,  account  of,        V.I.  6  355 

Goza,  ifiand  of,             V   I.  63  .                   fuppofed  miracles  of. 

Granaries  of  Jofeph  defcribed,  defcribed,                  V.  I    357 

V.  II.   113  Holy  Sepulchre,  church  of,    V.  I. 

Grand  Vizier,  flate  of,  at  a  pub-  323 

lick  audience  of  Amb.iffadors,  HoKcr,  his  reputed  birthplace, 

V.  I.   1 9  J.  V.I.  76 

Granite,     rocks  of,     defcribed, fuppofed    caufe   of  his 

V.  II.    153  death,                        V.I.  76 

Greei  procefiion,  what,  V.  I.  22 fchool  of,  at  Scio.s,  V.  I. 

Greeks,  modern,  marks  of  their  254. 

decline,                     V.  I.  241  Hjrfe,  river,  account  of,     V.  I. 

— dialecls,          \  .  I.   241  219 

— learning,    poetry.    Sec.  Hypaepc,  ancient,    conjedure   a- 

V.I.  242  bout,                       V.I.  144 

Qrief,  afloniiliing  ftatue  of,  V.  I.    -^ quotation    from    Ovid 

34  concerning  it,                   ibid. 
C  C  4         .                   I.    "Jacaray 


INDEX. 


I. 


JAcra^  mummy  pits  of,  Vol.  11. 
page  200 
'Jacob,  ho)y  cave  of,    V.  11.  44 
Janizaries,    their   office,  V.  I. 
194 
Icbneumotty    or    Pharaoh's    rat, 
V  II.  225 
Jda^  mountain  of,       VI.  188 
Jedrinueren,    meaning  of    that 
word,  V.  I.  q6 

Jelemhyx  ^t{QX'^it^,    VI.    182 
Jericho,  town  of,        V.  I.   326 
Jefus  Chriji,    fuppofed   fpot   of 
his  nativity,  V.  I    365 

Jezreel,    valley    of,    defcribed, 
V.  II.  28 
//  Fagni,  account  of,    V.  I.   24 
Jman,  Turkifh,  his  office,  V.I. 

234 

IncUning  ionioer,    a  remarkable 

one,  V.I.  28 

Indulgence^  religious,  at  Leghorn, 

V  I.  44 

Innocents,  chapel  and  cave  of,V.I. 

366 

Jnfcriptions,   at  Protometropoli- 

tano  cathedral  V.  I.  53 

— at  Florence,  V.  I.  37 

»- at  Lucca,      V.  I.  29 

_-_- at  Campo  Sante,  V  I. 

/  ^ 

,^ — _»_  at  Leghorn,  V.  I. 
23,  24,  25,  26,  &c. 

■^ —  at  Tyria,    V.I.   140 

— ■ —  at  Sardis,    or  Sard- 

Caftle,  V.  I.   149 

^ .  at  Doergoetli.V.1. 1 5 1 

•— at  Myteline  or  Lef- 

bos,  V.  I.  160 

ta. at  Chios,     V.  I.  265 

»_ at  the  caftle  of  Ephe- 

fus,  V.  I.  1 1 1,  1 12,  1 13 
to=„-..- —  at  the  temple  of  Diana 


at  Ephefus,  Vol.  I.  page  106, 

107,  108 

— — —  at  Infelhifar,      V.  I. 

J35'  136,  127 
at  Scala  Nuova,  V.I. 


122,  123,  124,  125,126 

at  Omerbeili.V.1. 1 29 

at  a  caravanfgra,V.  I. 

lOI 

— ' —  at  Smyrna,  V.  I.  78, 

to  85 

at  Armenian  burying- 

places,  &c.  V.  I.  79 
at  Magnefia,  or  In- 
felhifar,           v.  I.   172,  173 
at  Magnefia,    expla- 
nation of,                V.  I.   174 
on  the  hall  in  the  Di- 
van,                        V.  I.   193 

at  Scios,     V.  I.   250 

at  Perghi,  V.  I.   252 

at  Rhodes,  V.I.  268 

at  Rhodes,  V.  I.  271 

at  Rhodes,  V.  I.   277 

Infula:  Pelagise,  where,  V.  I.  63 
Inundations  of  the  Nile  account- 
ed for,  V.  II.  192 
John,  Baptift,  St,  church  of  at 
Florence,  V.  I.  33 

Caveof,  V.  I.  360 

— . wildernefs  of,  V.  I. 

361 

St,  Church  of,  at  Ephefus, 

V.  I.   no 
— —  Greek  infcriptions,  at,V  I. 
Ui,  112,  113 
Jonura,    fmall   ifland   of,   men- 
tioned by  Juvenal,     V.  I.  71 
Jouma<vafL,  village  of,  V.  I.  99 
y<j/>/'fl,tovvnof,dercribed,V.I.297 
Jofeph  of  Arimathea,  birth  place 
of,  V.  I.  300 

well  of,  defcribed,  V.JI. 

76 

Jofeph^  granaries  defcribed,  V, 

II.  112 

Jojhuat  plain  of,        V.  I.  299 

Ip/ero, 


INDEX. 


Jfperoy  ifland  of.  Vol.  I.  page  73 
Jfmael,  Bey,  palace  of,  V.  II.  82 
Jfola  longa,  rock  of,      V.  I.   71 

— ifland  of,     V.  I.  1 5  3 

. ■  defcription  of,       154 

Infelhifar,  town  of,  infcriptions, 
&C.  V.I.    132 

■'  caftle,  curiofities,  in- 

fcriptions to,  137 


K. 

KHALI,  account  of,  V.  II. 
191 
Kimolusy  it's  modern  name,  V.  I. 

69 

Kijhon  River,  where,  defcribed, 

V.II.  2 

Kol/en,  caftle  of,  what  fuppofed 

to  have  been  formerly,  V.  II. 

185 

L. 

LAodicea,  account  of,  V.  II. 
316 
Lake  of  Tiberias,   account  of, 
V.ll.  32 
Lampfacuniy  ancient,  it's  modern 
name,  V.  I.   i6j 

who  worfhiped  there,  ibid. 

Lampedufa,  ifland  of,     V.I.  63 
Lares,  images  of,  V.I.  38 

Latichi,  delcribed,  V.  II.  316 
ifl/wa/,  mountain  of,  V.I.  130 
Latte  Fioretto,  what,  V.I.  41 
Lavorence,  St,  chapel  of,V.  I.  33 
— — —  burying-place  at,  ib.  34 
Lazarus,  grave  of,  where,  V.I. 
293 
Lebanon,  mountain  of, V.II.  277 

i_ cedars  of,  defcribed, 

V.  II.  278 

Legend,  a  very  fuperftitious  one, 

V.  II.  9 

•T— -  another,  V.  I.  269 


Leghorn  defcribed.  Vol.  I.  page 

zz 
Lemnos,  ifland  of,  V.  I.  164 
Leprofy,  inveterate,  account  of, 

V.II.  251 
Lejbos,  ifland  of,  V.I.  157 

LevanTio,  ifland  of,  V.  I.  62 
Limofa,  ifland  of,  V.I.  i6« 
Lock,  Angular  one,  V.  I.  36 
Locujis  of  St  John,  a  fruit,  de- 
fcribed, V.  I.  361 
— —  of  Egypt,  defcription  of, 

V.II.  225 
Lovers,  fountain,  V.  II.  81 
Lucca,  republic  of,         V.  I.  29 


M. 

MAdonna  de  Monte  Negrol 
image  of,  V.  I.  25 

Madona  della  Lettera,  who,  V.I. 

54 

Magdalene,  Mary,  houfe  of,  V.I. 

350 

Magi,  glafs- plate  of,  what,  y.r. 

248 

Magliabechi,  Antonio,    account 

of.  V.  I.  4r 

Magnefia    ad  Meandrum,    con- 
jedure  concerning  it,      V.  I. 

.135 

Magnefia  ad  Sypilum,  defcribed, 

V.I.   168 

revolution  of,     V.  I. 

175 
Magnet,  remarkable  one,  V.  I. 

37 
Majorca,  it's  fituation,  V.  I.  21 
Malea,  cape  of,  V.  I,  65 

Malhora,  fand  bank,  where, V.I- 

21 
Malta,  channel  of,       V.  I.  6j 

pirates  of,       V.  I.  262 

Marmora,  fea  of,         V.I.    191 

Maroniteiy  account  of,     V.  II. 

284 

Marji 


I    N    D 

ikf<z/^  meadow  defcribed,  Vol.11, 
page  254 
Matafian  cape,  V.  I.  64 

Maretima  ifland,  V.  I.  62 

Meander y  ferpentine  river  of, V.I. 
129 

» .  quotation  from  Ovid, 

relating  to  it,  V.  I.  130 

Mecca  caravan,  encampment  of 
V.  II.  196 
Melefeginesy  Homer's  name.vt'hy, 
V.I.  77 
Melesy  river  of,    for  what  fa- 
mous,  V.  I.  77 

Melons,  petrified,  on  mount  Car- 
mel,  V.  II.   1 1 

Menelaus,   city  of,    where  for- 
merly iituated,  V.  I.  66 
Menzojujfo,  town  of,      V.  I.  6i 
Metope,  it's  modern  name,  V.I. 

69 

Me/ogytes,  antient,  probable  con- 

jefture  about,  V.I.   139 

MeJiftnay  city  of,  V.I.  52 

— citadel  and  mole,    V.  I. 

56 
MeJJinians,  their  drefs,  &c.  V.I. 

60 

Methymnay  ancient,  it's  modern 

name,  V.I.  227 

Mice,  fmgular,  account  of,  V.  II. 

229 

Milo,  ifland  of,  V.  I.  69 

Mimas,  mountain  of,  V.  I.   151 

Minarets,  in  Turkifh  buildings, 

what,  V.I.    197 

Minions  at  Leghorn,  who,  V.I. 

4+ 
Minorca,  it's  fituation,  V.  I.  21 
Modon,  a  ftrong  town,  V.  I.  65 
Malacca^    town  of,    defcribed, 

■\/     T 


V.I. 


227 


Mo/^  at  MeiTma,  V.  I.  56 

Money,  intereft  of,  high  at  Con- 

ftantinople,  V.  I.  223 

Montaniay  town  of,  once  Apa- 

mea,  V.I.  191 


E     X. 

Monte  Chrijlof  rock  of.    Vol.  |. 
page  48 
Monte  Negro,  where,  V.  L    25 
Morea,  coaft  of,  V.  I.   64 

Mofcontfi  iflands,        V   I.   162 
Mo/es,  fountain  of,    V.  II     1 50 
Mofques  at  Conllantinople  defcri- 
bed, V.  I.   197 

of  Achmet,  where,  V  I. 

200 
of  St   Sophia   at   Con- 
llantinople, V.  I.  204 

building,  prudent  reafon 

for  it  at  Conllantinople,  V.  I, 

223 

Mount  Carmel,  account  of,  V.  I. 

296 

Sinai,  convent  at,     V.  II, 

i&o 
'■■  defcription  of,  V.  II. 

169 
Mountain  of  Catharine,  account 
of,  V.  II.   174 

Mufti  at  Conftantinople.  his  qua- 
lity and  office,  V.I.  222 
Mufti's   gardens    at   Damafcus, 
V.  II.  251 
Mugiaro,    rock  and   ifland    of, 
V.  I.   65 
Mule,  Angular  ftatue  of,     V.  I, 

3? 
Mummy   pits   defcribed,    V.  11. 
104 
Murex,  famous  dye-fifli,  account 
of,  V.  II.   183 

Mufhelitn,    officer,    his  quality, 
V.  I.  241 
Mufic,  band  of,  at  Conftantino- 
ple, V.  I.  216 
My t elene t  i^ixAoU     V.I.   157 

birth-place  of  whom 

ibid. 

— — — —  capital  of,  defcribed, 

V.  I.  160 


N.  NacouU^ 


INDEX. 


N. 


NAcoule,  little,  fituation  of, 
Vol.  II.  page  231 

great,  fituation  ot.V.IT. 

236 

'Nain^  town  of,dcfcribed,V.II.2  8 

'Najh,  fandy  vale  of,  dcfcribed, 

V.  II.  182 

Nativity,  cave  of,  in   the  Holy 

Land,  V.  I.  366 

Nauplitu,    country    of,    where, 

V.I.  72 

Nazerfth  defcribed,     V.  II.   16 

Negro  Pont,    ifland   of,  ancient 

name,  trade,  &c.      V.  I.  71 

Ne-wport  defcribed,         V.  I.  6 

Nizari,    town  of,    remarkable, 

V.I.  266 

Ni/e   river,    defcription   of,  it's 

produfts,  &c.  V.  11.  58 

methods  of  pafiing,   V.  II. 

— —  inundations  of,  V.  II  192 
mouths  of,  a  critical  enqui- 
ry, V.  II.  2og 
Nymphi,  valley  and  town  of, 
V.I.  151 
d  efcribed  1 5  2 


O. 

OK,  Turkifh  weight,  what, 
V.I.  .33 
Olla,  food,  what,  V.I.  15 
Olyvipus,  mountain  of,  V.I.  187 
Ombrilli,  what,  V.  I.  43 

Ofnerbiii,  village  of,  infcriptions 
at.  V.  I.   129 

Orthopa,  defcribed,  V.  II.   309 
Ofgeldt,    falutation,    import  of, 
V.I.  258 
Ofman  Ouglon,  account  of,  V.I. 
132 


OJirith,    fingular,    circumftance 

of.  Vol.  II.  page  61 

Qi'ens  for  hatching  birds,  V.  II. 


PJSIolus,  ancient,  river  of,  con- 
jedure  about  it, and  it's  repu- 
ted golden  fands,V. I  146,147 
Palermo,  capital  of,      V.  I.   52 
Paltn  funday,   folemn  proceffion 
on,  V,  I.  324 

Tanortnus,  harbour  of,  V.  I.  1 07 
Fantalarea,  ifland  of,  V.  I.  62 
Paraas,  what  coin,  V.  I.  69 
Paul,  St.  gulph  of,  V.I.  191 
Pajieguss,  what,  V.  II.   i  2 

PauTs,  St.  prifon,  tradition  of, 
V.I.   119 
Paula,  St.   fepulchre  of,  V.  1. 

367 
Pella,  birth  place  of  whom.V.  I. 

108 

Pera,  fuburb  of,  V.  I.  167 

Perfuming,  ceremony  of,     V.  I. 

219 

Perinthus,  ancient,    it's  modern 

name,  V.I.    166 

Perfeus  and  Andromeda,    fable 

of.  V.I.  304 

Peter    the   Great,    memoir   of, 

V.I.  256 

Pharaoh,    baths  of,    defcribed, 

V.  11.    151 

Pharaoh''^  rat,  defcribed,  V.  II. 

22J 

Philip  of  Candace,  his  place  of 
baptifm,  V.  I.  365 

Phyrites,  ancient  river  of,   V.  I. 
102 
Pianofa,  fmall  ifland  of,  V.I.  48 
Pietra  forte,  ftone,  why  fo  cal- 
led, V.I.   31 
FigeJla,  conjei5\ure  about  it,  V.  I. 
120 
Pilaa 
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Pilao,    Turkilh  di(h  defcribed. 

Vol.  I.  page  226 

Pillar  of  Conftantine,  account 

of,  V.I.  199 

•— defcription  of,V.  I.  21 1 

■       —  of  Pompey,  V.  II.  137 
Pi  fa,  account  of,  V.  I.  29 

Pirghi,  village  of,       V.I.  251 
Pijioja,  city  of,  V.  I.   30 

Pitti,  a  celebrated  palace,  Vol.1. 

34- 
Plantain  tree,  furprizing  one  at 

Rhodes,  V.  I.  263 

Plurality  of  wives,  at  Conftanti- 

nople,  account  of,  V.I.  222 
Poggio  Cajano,  palace  of,   V.  I. 

Poggio  Imperiali,  palace  of,  V.I. 

40 
Poly  carp,  St,  miracle  of,  V.  I.  8 
Polyphemus,  cave  of,  V.I.  127 
Pompey,  pillar  of,  V.  II.  137 
Ponte  Cara'uane,  bridge  of,  V.  I. 

Porphjris,  prefent  name  of,  V.  I. 

65 
Porto  DelphinOt  town  of,    V.  I. 

66 
Porto  ii  St  Nicoloy  town  of,  V.  I. 

66 
PortoTerraro,  town  and  harbour, 
where,  V.  I.  48 

Parto  Longone,  town  and  har- 
bour, V.I.  48 
Prattica,  what,  V.I.  21 
Pratelino,  palace  of,  V.  I.  40 
Prefent,  remarkable  one  of 
Xerxes,  V.  I.  166 
Principate,  ifland,  V.  I.  209 
Privilege,  a  remarkable  one,  V.  1 . 

29 
Proff^oH  at  Smyrna,    V.I.  85 

magnificent,    V  I.  200 

__ — __  at  Conftantinople  defcri- 
bed, V.  I.  215 

at  a  circumcifion  at  Con- 

ftantinople,  V.  I.  217 


E    X. 

Promontorium  Taenari,  it's  pre- 
fent name,  what,  Vol.  I. 
page  64 

■— — — Trogillium,    con- 

jedlure  concerning  it,    V.  I. 
121 
Profpero  di  St  Antonio,  remark- 
able aufterity  of,        V.  II.  8 
Projiitutes,  church  of,  V.  I.  24 
Proto  Metropolitano,  cathedral  of, 
antiquity,  curiofities,   infcrip- 
tions,  &c.  V.  I.   53 

Pyramids  of   Egypt    defcribed, 
V.  II.  85 


0 


Veejiing,  with  the  fair  fex, 
what,  V.  I.  4 


RAmah  defcribed,  V.  I.  299 
Ramadan,  TurkiQi,  what, 
V.  II.   142 
Raphedim,  valley  of,  V.  II.  181 
Raphiji,  heretics,       V.  II,  245 
Red  Sea,  why  fo  called,    V.  II. 
186 
Reed^o&is  on  the  Nile,     V.  II. 
114 
Reggio,  town  of,  V.  I     50 

Relicks,  remarkable  ones,   V.  I. 

32 

— curious  ones,  account  of, 

V.I.  322 

—  at  Scios,  V.  I.   249 

Revenge,  hiflorical  piece  of,  V.  I. 

72 
Rhodes,  town  of,  V.  I.  203 

• knights  of,         ib.  ibid. 

harbour  of,    defcribed, 

V.I.  267 

--»--—  why  fo  called,      V.  I. 

269 

Rhodes^ 


INDEX. 


Jthodei,  Coloffusat,         Vol.1. 

page  268 

— — —  city,  defcription  of,V.  I. 

273 
Ricotta,  what,  V.  I.  66. 

River  horfe  defcribed,     V.  II. 

219 
Roman  circus,  ruins  of,  V.  I.  78 
Romelliay  fquare  of,  V.  11.  8 1 
Rojfetta,  town,  defcribed,  V.  II. 

113 

cuftoms,     government, 

&c.  V.  II.   118 

Ryde  village,  where,       V.  I.  7 


S. 

SAhetar  at  Conftantlnople,  his 
office,  V.I.  221 

Salutation,    manner  of,    among 
the  Turks,  V.  I-  222 

Samandrachi,\^Z.TiA%oi,Y  1.  164 
Samqui,  village  of,  V.  I.  99 
San  Pietro  del  Campo,  village  of, 

V.  I.  48 
San  Volto,    a  famous   crucifix, 

V.  I.  30 
Santa  Fez,  V.  I.  20 

Santa  Maria  del  Fiore.  where, 

V.  I.   17 

cathedral  of,     V.I.  32 

Sarphan,     or    Sarepta    village, 

V.  II.  240 

Saphat,  town  of,         V.  II.  40 

— citadel    of,     defcribed, 

V.  II.  45 
Sapienza,  an  ifland,  V.  I.  64 
Sardinia,  it's  fituation,  V.  I.  49 
Sardis,  city,  ruins  of,  V.  I.  148 
— — —  prefent  name  of,  V.I. 
149 
Sarepta,  village  of,  V.  II.  240 
Scala  Nuova,  where,  V.  I.    1 20 

defcribed,         1  26 

Scandalium,  caftle  of,  V.  II.  231 
Scanderoon  defcribed,  V.  II.  329 


Sciglio,  town  of,  where.  Vol.  I. 

Scio,  ifland,  V.  I.  73 
it's  trade,  inhabitants,  fitua- 
tion, produfts,  &c.  V.  I.  236, 
to  238 

revolutions  of,    V.  I.  245 

Scopas,  account  of,  V.I.  108 
Scopoli/m,  what,  V.  II.  156 
Serigotto,  an  ifland,  V.  I.  66 
Scutari,  city  of,  defcribed,  V.  I. 
208 
Sculpture,  matter  piece  of,  V.  I, 

n 

■  hiftorical  piece  at  E- 

phefus.  obfcure,      V.I.   116 

Scylla  and  Chary  bdis  what,  V.L 

51 
Sebafiian,     St,    church,  where, 

V.I.  II 

Sedia  Volante,  what,   V.  I,  35 

Seins    at  Conftantinople,    their 

office,  V.  I.  220 

Selibir  Cabafi,  gate  of,  V.  I.  206 

Selimbria,    it's    modern  name, 

V.  I.  167 

■■  '  harbour  of,  trade,  &c. 

ibid, 

Senacherib,  valley  of,  V.  I.  364 

Sepulchre,  the  holy,  at  Jerufalem 

defcribed,  V.  I.  225 

— at  Alexandria,  V.  II. 

Seraglio,  defcription  of,      V.  I. 

193 
old,  defcription  of,  V.I. 

198 
— — —  of  Scutari,      V.  I.  207 

— at  Fanankiofk,  V.  I.  210 

Seiien  Sleepers,  grotto  of,    V.  I, 

104 
tradition  concern- 
ing them,  ibid. 
Scrphon,  ifland  of,  V.  I.  70 
Sejde,    anciently  Sidon,  V.  11. 

241 

Sheiks,  or  chiefs,  who,  V.  II.  3 

•  Sbtr^uinf 
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Shrquiftfd&ngtroas  rocks.Vol.  I. 

page  62 

Shoemaker's  water,  what,  V.  II. 

165 

Sidon,  defcribed,        V.  II.  241 

Sidonijab,  famous,  for  what,V.II. 

260 

_  fituation,  cuftoms,  &c. 

V.II.  263 

S/mh?uin,  boats,  their  fwiftnefs, 

V.I.  266 

Simeon,  St,  refidence  of,     V.  I. 

3^9 

Simon  Stilites,  account  of,  V.  11. 

368 

Sinai,  mount,  defcribed    V.  II. 

160 

Siphanto,  ifland  of,       V.  I.  69 

Sijiers  three,  and  two  Brothers, 

landmarks  fo  called,  V.  I.  99 

Sleepers,  monftrous  ftory  of,  V.  I. 

105 

Slave,  a  ftatue  of,        V.  I.  38 

Smyrna,  it's  gulph,       V.  I.   73 

— city,  trade,  people,  &c. 

defcribed,  ibid.  75 

— curiofuics  of,    V.I.   78 

— by  whom  faid  to  be  built, 

ibid.  75 

Soccolanti,  convent  of,  V.  I.  274 

Solomon,  fine  fountains  of,   V.  I. 

368 

Solyman,     the  magnificent,    his 

three  wifhes,  V.  I.  203 

Soubafci  at  Smyrna,  his  office, 

V.I.  94 

Spahis  at  Conftantinople,  who, 

V.  I.  220 

Spalmadont    duller   of   iflands, 

V.I.  235 

Spedale,  hofpital  of,      V.  I.   56 

5/i^^//<?  poifon,  what,   V.I.   16 

5/^«f^/(7,it's  ancient  name,V.  1. 70 

Stilites,  Simeon,  account  of,V.II. 

368 

Stones,  lafteal,   their  pretended 

efficacy,  V.l.  365 


Storks,  odd  ftory  of,      V.  L  85 

Stromboli  volcano,  where.  Vol.  I. 

page  49 

Sttdarj,    curious    relick,    what, 

y.i.  353 

Suez,  town  of,   defcription  of, 
V.II.   184 

it's  fituation,    V.  II,   1S6 

Sullama,  ufe  of,  pernicious,  V.  I. 

93 

Sypylus,  mountainof,  defcribed, 

V.  I.  102 

journey  over,  V.  I.  1 51 

Syrians,  their  church  at  Aleppo, 
V.  II.  359 

T. 

T^5  Dismount  of,  V.II.  25 
Taboret  in  Turkey,  what, 
V.I.  194 
Talara,  fmall  ifland  of,  V.  I.  49 
Talbat,  wind,  what,    V.  I.  77 
Talphon,   Turkifh  drefs,    what, 
V.I.  224 
Tanari,  fuburb  of,    near  Con- 
ftantinople, V,  I.  206 
Tefterdar,  his  office,  V.  I.  204 
7emvle    at    Ephefus    defcribed, 
V.I.   108 
Tenedos,  ifland  of,        V.  I.    1 63 
lentf  Turkifli,  a  magnificent  one, 
V.I.  212 
TerraSigillata,\v\iQxe  produced, 
V.I.  16 
Texel,  ifland,  defcription  of,  V.  I. 

I 
^heatine,  feminary of,  V.I.  56 
Thermia,  ifland  of,        V.  I.  69 
Thyatira,  ancient,    it's  modern 
name,  V.  I.   i8i 

^hyrides,  what,  V.  J.  64 

Tiberias,  city  of,  defcribed,  V.  11. 

30 

lake  of,  V.II.  32 

lina^  town  of,  V.  I.  66 

Tmoksx 
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Tmoliit,  mountain  of,  defcrlbed, 
V^ol.  I.  page  1 02 
lochia  Nuova,  town  of,  where, 
V.  I.  232 
Ton-Jjjh,  remarkable,  V,  I.  49 
Tora,  river  of,  defcribed,  V.  II. 

2$7 

*lortofat  account  of,  V.  II.  309 
ToHuer  of  Leander  at  Conftanti- 

nople,  V.  I.  206 

Tonvers  feven,  what,  V.  II.  206 
Trepano,  town  of,  V.  I.  62 

Tree,  a  curious  one,  V.  I.  78 
Tre/ole,  near  Leghorn,   yearly, 

cuftom  at,  V.  I.  39 

Tripoli,  city  of,  defcribed,  V.II. 

Triumphal  arch  defcribed,  V.  I. 

Turcomans,  account  of,    V.  II. 

Turks,  their  humanity  to  beafts, 

V.I.  222 

Turia,  city  of,  defcribed,  V.  I. 

140 

Tyre  city,  account  of,    V.  II. 

237 

— —  aquedudls    of,     defcribed, 

V.II.  232 


V. 

VJlley  of  Raphedim,V.II.  1 8 1 
—  of  Jezreel,  where, V.  II. 
28 
Varro,  remark  of,  V.  I.  95 

Venice,  gulph  of,  V.  I.  64 

Venetia  Nova,  where,  V.  I.   23 
Venetian    confuls,    account    of, 
V.I.  91 
•■  ambafiador,  his  pub- 

lic audience,  V.I.   193 


E    X. 

Veronica,  St,  tradition  of.  Vol.  I. 

page  355 

Vefuviusy  or  Monte  del  Griego, 

V.  I.  49 

Virgin  Mary,    facred   cave  of, 

V.I.  364 

Vitttrino,  ruined  town,  V.  I.   31 

Vourla,  town  of,  curious  remark 

on,  V.I.  73 

W. 

^^LJArdrohe  at  Florence,  V.  I. 

Warts,  rocks,  where,  V.  I.  66 
Wight,  ifle,  account  of,  V.  I.  6 
Wines,  excellent,  at  Lefbos,  re- 
mark of  Horace,  V.I.  159 
Wine,  excellent,  ancient  tradi- 
tion of,  V.I.   166 

at  Rhodes,  excellent,  V.  I. 

270 

— —  at  Sidonijah,     V.  II.  260 

Women  at  Smyrna,  manners  of, 

V.  I.  93 

Turkifh,    manners,   cu- 

ftoms,  drefs,  &c.     V.  I.  224 

of  Scios,  drefs, &c. V.I.  244 

World,  centre  of,  where  pretend- 
ed to  be,  V.I.  322 


'  VIC  A,  it's  fituation,  V.  I. 

21 

z. 

'ANCLE,  how  called  now, 

/  V.I.  52 

Zea,  ifland  of,  V.  I.  69 


Venus  de  Mtdicis^  ftatue  of,  V.  I.     Zimhii,  fmall  iflands,    V.  I.  6i 

38     Zuccor.e,  ilatue  of,         V.  I.  33 
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